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Highway 81 from its current speed limit of 45 miles per hour to a speed limit of 55 miles per hour; and
other matters related thereto. Mr. Dees moved to approve and Ms. Wilson seconded. The resolution
comes from a request by the County to the State DOT to increase the speed limit on Highway 81.
Council discussed. Ms. Wilson asked if the speed limit was increased what would be the effect on curb
cuts. She said that she was concerned with raising the speed limit without having excel and decel lanes
and ways to make it safer to off/on Highway 81. Mr. Hopkins said that the DOT would be looking at

things like this hi their study. Ms. Floyd said that she would have liked to see the wording of the
resolution to read " that the County wanted them to conduct an engineering and traffic study on Highway
81 for them to determine the best possible speed for that highway". Vote was six in favor and one

abstention ( Floyd). Motion carried.

Mr. Greer stated that on November 4, 2003 Resolution R2003- 080 was tabled. He then moved to

remove from the table the resolution pertaining to the staffing of a Quick Response vehicle in Anderson

County; and other matters related thereto. The motion was seconded and vote was four in favor to
remove from the table ( Greer, Dees, Wright, Wilson) and three opposed ( Holden, Floyd, Tolly). Motion
to remove from the table carried. Mr. Greer stated that he was still maintained the position that if the

county was going to own the QRV vehicles County employees should staff it and he still maintains the

position of supporting the squads as they operate across the County. He also said that he still maintains
the position that it is his firm belief that the County operating the QRVs is the best way to aid and

protect the squads as they provide Anderson County with EMS service. Mr. Dees said that this County
would be dealing with a great liability allowing individuals, other than county employees to drive County
owned vehicles. Mr. Tolly said that part of the funds set aside for the QRV program have been allocated
for an educational program. The operation has never been decided as to where the vehicle will be

placed in the county. There are also areas that have asked to be considered as to where to place the
vehicle. He said that the County talked about " trimming" the budget of unnecessary spending and this
was an absolute item that did not need to be in the budget because the Council does not know where it
will be placed, Council doesn't know how much it will cost for the County to operate it. He said that he
felt it was only " one step" in a complete County take over of all the squads. Mr. Tolly then moved to
table the resolution once again. Ms. Floyd seconded. Vote was 3 in favor ( Holden, Tolly, Floyd) and 4

opposed' (Wright, Dees, Greer, Wilson). Motion to table failed. Discussion continued. Mr. Holden said
that the County Attorney stated that the county had some unknown legalities to the proposal and the
location of the vehicle has not been determined. Discussion continued. Mr. Greer said that during tough
budgetary concerns you need to prioritize and in his opinion that police, fire and EMS top the list.
Council needs to provide for the safety of the citizens of the County and law enforcement and fire
protection and EMS services. He said he could not agree with the statement that cutting the budget
through cutting EMS services is a good idea - he cannot agree with the statement. He said the QRV
concept is a good one and it has been tried in other counties. He said that he has stated that two of his
communities need the QRV and he would love to see it in one of them; however he thinks that the EMS
Commission needs to recommend the location. He urged Council to pass the resolution. Mr. Dees
moved to amend the Resolution (# R2003- 080) that no action would be taken by this County until a

thorough comprehensive study has been done in concert with staff and the EMS Commission and a vote
by Council as to its' location. Mr. Greer seconded the amendment. Mr. Dees called for the question and
Mr. Greer seconded. Vote on the call was six in favor and one opposed ( Holden). Vote on the
amendment was unanimous. Mr. Wright asked about wording in the resolution concerning " absolute
funding". Council asked Mr. Tommy Thompson if a proposal had been presented and he said yes.
Council agreed to take a short recess to allow Mr. Thompson time to locate the proposal. ( time 7: 10
p. m.) Ms. Wilson moved to table the resolution to allow for Council to gather more information for
further study. Mr; Holden seconded and vote was unanimous.
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Mr. Tolly moved to direct Mr. Preston to contact the rescue squads to make a formal invitation for a bid
on the operation of a QRV. Mr. Holden seconded. Vote was unanimous.

On the motion of Mr. Dees, seconded by Ms. Wilson, Council voted unanimously to approve the
acceptance of Penninger Heights, Hidden Falls, Drewmar Acres ( Phase I), and the Meadows ( Phase II)
Subdivision~ into the County road system.

Mr. Tolly moved to appropriate $ 5, 000 from district # 1 Recreation funds for the Junior Golf Tournament
for the Sunshine House. Ms. Floyd seconded and vote was unanimous.

Chairman Wright moved to appropriate $43,446.50 from District # 4 paving account in order to cover the
remaining funds necessary to repair Refuge Road. Mr. Dees seconded and vote,was unanimous.

ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT:

a. Certificates and Training: Mr. Doug Nielsen ( Airport) - Introduction to Management and
Supervision Course

b. Letters of Appreciation: For: Mr. Joey Preston From: Governor Mark Sanford
c. Reports:

1. District Paving Report
2. ' District Recreation Monthly Report
3. Environment Enforcement Monthly Report for December 2003
4. Animal Control December 2003 Report
5. Detention Center Litter Report for December 22-23, 2003, December 29-31, 2003
6. Anderson County Litter Report for November 2003
7. Building and Codes December 2003 Report
8. Veterans Affairs Semi-Annual Operations Report - July - December, 2003

d. Letter from Board of Education to Anderson County Treasurer
e. ACTC approved projects
f. Budget Transfers

Remarks:

Mr. Dees - no comments

Ms. Wilson handled out information on legal fees that she obtained through the Departm'ent of
Commerce. She said that on many occasions she requested from Mr. Preston copies of the legal
expense vendor files and she has been turned down. She said that she is now making a formal Freedom
of Information request for the legal expense vendor files as requested many times and as it is of public
interest there should be no-charge to her since she is a Council member. She said that a top ACLU
lawyer has informed her that the County Administrator and County Attorney cannot hide behind the
Attorney/ Client" privilege - they should provide in a reasonable amount of time. Mr. Wright said that

was just one attorney's opinion. She asked why the County is paying Young, Clement Rivers, and a law
firm in Charleston. What we paid the McNair Law Firm out of account 5013 in the amount of $14,631.90
on December 11, 2003. She also asked what happened to the Audit Presentation.
Mr. Greer said that everyone should use every moment of every hour of every day to the best of his/ her
ability and to strive to treat our fellow man as well and as good as you can. He said Council must get
beyond the bickering and get down to working for the good of the County.
Mr. Tolly said that someone was orchestrating this QRV situation. It seemed strange that Mr. Greer had
the documents and no one else had it and the fact that the County couldn't use the bids put in by the
rescue squads.
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Chairman Wright asked for a joint meeting of Council and the Planning Commission to discuss

transportation. Chairman Wright said that he would be contacting each member of Council concerning a

date for a meeting either the middle or end of February 2004.

The meeting adjourned at 7: 45 p. m.

Respectfully submitted,

J.~ VI,
Linda N. Gilstrap, Clerk to Council

ANDERSON COUNlY COUNCIL
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