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N To keep usdﬁ the
‘race, hit the books

hat if we were really hav-

VS/ ing a national discussion

about what is most im-

portant to the country today and
on the minds of most parents?

I have no doubt that it would
be a loud, noisy dinner-table con-
versation about why so many U.S.
manufacturers are moving abroad

- not just to find lower wages, but

to find smarter workers, better in-
frastructure and cheaper health
care. It would be about why in
Germany 36 percent of undergrads
receive degrees in science and en-
gineering; in China, 59 percent; in
Japan, 66 percent; and in Amer-
ica, only 32 percent. It would be
about why Japanese on bullet
trains can get access to the Inter-

net with cell phones, and Ameri- '

cans get their cell phone service
interrupted five minutes from
home.

It would be about why U.S.
12th-graders recently
performed below the in-
ternational average for
21 countries in math and
science, and it would be
about why, in recent
years, U.S. industry ap-
pears to have spent more
on lawsuits than on re-

at all.” .

The report’s key recommenda-
tions? Nothing fancy. Charles Vest,
the former president of MIT,
summed them up: “We need to get
back to basic blocking and tack-
ling” - educating more Americans
in the skills needed for 21st-cen-
tury jobs.

Among the top priorities, the
report says, should be these:
® Annually recruiting 10,000 sci-
ence and math teachers by award-
ing four-year merit-based scholar-
ships, to be paid back through five
years of K-12 public school teach-
ing. (We have too many unquali-
fied science and math teachers.)
¥ Strengthening the math and sci-
ence skills of 250,000 other teach-
ers through extracurricular pro-
grams.

B Creating opportunities and in-
centives for many more middle
school and high school students to
take advanced math and
science courses, by offer-
ing, among other things,
~ $100 mini-scholarships
for success in exams, and
creating more specialty
math-and-science schools.
B Increasing federal in-
vestment in long-term ba-

search and development. Th 0 o L' sic research by 10 percent

Yes, we'd be talking
about why the world is
racing us to the top, not
the bottom, and why we

hind.

And late in the
evening, as the wine bottles emp-
tied, someone at the national din-
ner table might finally say: “Hey,
what if we were really thinking
ahead? What if we asked some of
the country’s best minds to make
a list of the steps we could take
right now to enhance America’s
technology base?”

Fortunately, two senators,
Lamar Alexander and Jeff Binga-
man, asked the National Academy
of Sciences, the National Academy
of Engineering and the Institute of
Medicine to form & bipartisan
study group to produce just such
a list, which was released on
Wednesday in a report called “Ris-
ing Above the Gathering Storm.”

Because of globalization, the
report begins, U.S. “workers in vir-
tually every sector must now face
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a year over the next seven

Friedman years,

B Annually providing re-
search grants of $500,000
each, payable over five
years, to 200 of America’s
most outstanding young
researchers.

B Creating a new Advanced Re-
search Projects Agency in the En-
ergy Department to support “cre-
ative out-of-the-box transform-
ational energy research that in-
dustry by itself cannot or will not

support and in which risk may be |

high, but success would provide
dramatic benefits for the nation.”
B Granting automatic one-year visa
extensions to foreign students in
the United States who receive doc-
torates in science, engineering or
math so they can seek employment
here, and creating 5,000 National
Science Foundation-administered
graduate fellowships to increase
the number of U.S. citizens earn-
ing doctoral degrees in fields of
“national need.” (See the rest at

www natinnalaradamine ame

Misun

aureen Dowd’s Oct. 5 col-
Mumn, “All the president’s
women,” was a disturbing
diatribe against some of the finest
advisers ever to assist a president.
Ms. Dowd was particularly insult-
ing to Supreme Court nominee
Harriet Miers, a strong, evangeli-
cal Christian like President Bush,
Dowd, obviously chagrined that
Ms. Miers is “a woman who shares
his faith,” seems to expect the
Supreme Court to come undone
because of Miers’ “opinions that

derive from her faith.”
- Whatever else Harriet Miers

. does or does not have going for

her, her deep and sincere faith in
Jesus Christ should not be a fac-
tor prohibiting assignment to the
Supreme Court or any other pub-
lic office. I believe the basis for this
hostility is as old and nasty as prej-
udice itself - ignorance and fear.
Three categories come to mind:
constitutional history, evangelical
Christianity and personal freedom.,

Ignorance of our own history
has produced most of today’s fool-
ish rhetoric about liberal constitu-
tional meaning. While scholars
may disagree about how many of
the key Founding Fathers were
specifically Christians, most admit
those leaders shared a common
belief in a just and powerful God,
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man, asked the National X
of Sciences, the National Ai:::ciuv.-n;;l,f
of Engineering and the Institute of
Medicine to form a bipartisan.
study group to produce just such
a list, which' was released on
Wednesday in a report called “Ris-
ing Above the Gathering Storm.”.

Because of globalization, the
report begins, US, “workers in vir-
tually every sector must now face
competitors who live just a mouse.
click away in Ireland, Finland, [n-
dia or dozens of other nations
whose economies are growing,
Having reviewed the frends in the
Umted Stateg and abroad, the

ttee is deeply concerned

building blocks of oy economic

. leadership are eroding at a time
when many other nations are gath-

ering strength. We are worried
about the future Prosperity of the
United States. We fear the abrupt-

ness with which a ead in science -
az_zd‘techmlogy can be lost and the -

difficulty of recovering a lead once
lost — if indeed it can be regained
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sense will stop germs i

This is in reference to your ed-
itorial about not washing hands af.
ter going to public restroom,

You enter any public Te-

tbereisnbhandle,soyou“ L2
canpushyourwayinwithhands ks

orbody. =

mou leave after washing
Your hands, you are forced to grab
the same handle that unwasheq
hands&sedtoleaveth‘eroom This
li)z the opposite of what it should

That is nothing but common
sense. Better yet, swinging doors
could be used in al] public re-

strooms, f
ALLAN HOUCK |
Santee e | : ’ 23 §

W% Boeket Doors With nail head trim B ;
s \___ Cheny Finish g

Y the United States who receive doc-
* torates in science, engineering or |
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extensions to foreign students in

math so they can seek employment
here, and creating 5,000 Nationa] |
- Science Foundation-administered
. graduate fellowships to increase
the number of U.S. citizens earn-
- ing doctoral degrees in fields of
“nationat need.” (See the rest at
,www.nau'onalacademm.org,} et
Theee proposals are the new i
New Deal urgently called for by -
~our times, This is where President

ond term, instead of squandering
it on a silly, ideological jag called
Social Security privatization, Be-
cause, as this report concludes, |
“Without a renewed effort to bol-

ster the foundations of our com-
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