December 12, 2014

The Honorable Nikki R. Haley
Office of the Governor

1205 Pendleton Street
Columbia, South Carolina 29201

Governor Haley:

There have been a number of prominent politicians and well known celebrities commenting
about the ills of domestic violence nationally. In South Carolina we are ranked among the highest for
domestic abuse in the country. Several months ago, | read a news article identifying a congressional
committee being formed to address public policy on this very issue. | am writing your office in an
attempt to persuade your administration to take a more active role in domestic violence against men in
regards to better data collection.

My purpose in writing is predicated on the misinformation about domestic violence against men
and to encourage legislation in this regard. To that end, in many publications, news reports, and public
statements define domestic violence as a female only crime when in fact it is not! Domestic violence
affects women and men, and public policy should be used to accommodate both. The truth is that fifty
percent of all domestic violence is committed by women against men. This is either a little known fact or
under publicized statistic. The major problem in this chasm is poor data collection i.e., the statistics
about abuses that happen to men.

I have reached out to Representative Rep. Eddie Tallon and Rep Gilda Cobb-hunter and shared
with them this misinformation and the lopsided figures about the percentage male abuse in the hopes
of making a change. My primary objective is to improve data collection on domestic violence against
men and to increase awareness within law enforcement/hospital, and lack of housing as it relates to
domestic violence against men.

Sincerely,
g/ “75
Koq dNoptn
Ray Hopkins
Enclosure
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