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SUBJECT: Optomelric Education

In my own retrospective review, without referring to any of the innumerable com-
munications that I bave received about the proposed tri-state regional schoal of
optometry for Georgia, North Caroling, and South Carolina, the following ideas
AMETEE.,

Two to three years ago the President of the South Carolina Optometric Association
wrote o me concerning the interest of the Association in establishing a schoaol

of optometry at the Medical University, This was sent to Dr. McCord, President of
MOSC, who later either met with representatives of oplometry or ot least informed
them that the matter would be studied. To my knowledge, nothing specific came from
this.

The next activity in this Tield came from the Scuthern Regpional Education Board
that retained a team of consultants who identified a need for a tri-state regional
school of optametry to serve Gecrgia, North Carclina, and South Carolina.  SEER
then convened a group composed of one higher education staff representative from
each of the three states to develop a model for implementing the consultants' recom-
mendation. Dr. Fulton represented South Carolina in these deliberations at SHEB.
Later the South Carolina Commission on Higher Fducation was asked to send board
representatives to Atlanta for further discussion. As T recall, T asked Emet Walsh
and Gedney Howe to participate along with Dr. Fulton, Gedney Howe could not par-
ticipate at the time because of illness, however, and I asked Bill Draffin to serve
in this capacity. This group, which also lncluded representatives of the optometric
associations in the three states, ascertained that if all states were interested
in such a school all three would have the opportunity to request that their state
be the host state if all eriteria were met., These criteria required that the

. school become a part of a major academic henlth center,

We were informed later that the President of MIBC, the Board of Trustees of MUSC,
and the Chairman of the MUSC Department of Ophthalmology all supported the conceapt
and desired Lo have MUSC proposed as the host institution, T had alwavs been
aware of the cleavage between MD's and OD's and I clearly remember thinking that
such a remarkable turnabout from antagonism to cooperation constituted a minor
miracle. It appeared that I had kept my head in the sand and had let the world
pass me by. Il was not long, however, before the real impact of the decision by
the MUSC officials reverberated throughout the South Carolina medical cosmund ty
and the thunder, shouting, and eammonading eontimes unabated.
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The proposal was assipned by the Comnission to the Health Education Authority
which in turn formed o "task foree” that studied and reported back to the Com-
mizsicn as to its Findings concerning the needs, costs, and plans of financing.
From the very beginning of this extended project sone menbers of the Commission
regpistered doubts about the proposal. Notably, Mr. Prioleau expressed the point
of view of ophthalmology and Mr. Burns expressed concern about the cost at the
first meeting of the Conmission that considered this subject, held at MUSC in
Charleston in July of 1878, OQuestions were also raised then and later as to why
Georpia and Morth Carolina were willing to ccoperate and participate, bul were
unwilling or unable to becone the host stale,

Later, after the Task Force on Optometric Education and the Health Fducation
Authority had made their studies and were reporting to Che Comission concerning
their "Statement of Need," the Board of Trustees and administration of MUSC at
another meeting formally rescinded or withdrew their previous wote to host suoch

a school., I appointed an ad hoc conmitbes composed of three Comission members

to study the matter Turther and to make recommendations. It was later brought to
my attention that a member of this ad hoc committes had informally discussed with
Mr. Solomon Blatt and possibly others the iden of the University of South Carolina
acting as the host institution., In a briel conversation with Eston Marchant T told
him that I thought University officials had about all the problems they could
handle with their developing school of medicine and that they did not need this
other school with all of the diffieunlties it would entail. I still am of this
opinion,

The last action of the Commission on this matter was the acceptance ol a report on
need from the Task Force on Optometric Fducation and agreement to submit this matter
to the Lerislature next vear, The Commission also agreed at this time to seek a
grant from HEW for further regional planning. Later, however, a commndcation from
SRER was received stating, in effect, that since no prospective host institubion
had been identified, no further action could be taken on this proposal. For Che
time being, at least, the issue iz dormant.

As far as I oam personally concerned, I prefer to see the project held in abeyance
unless we are directed by higpher authority, namely the Legislature, to reopen it

I appreciate the time and effort dedicated to this project by members of the Com-
miszion, its staff, the Health Education Authority, the Task Force, and the other
various advisory comittess, 1 believe all of the procesdings and the staff work
ah thiz subject have been carried out with the utmost inteprity and professionalism,

R. Cathcart Bmith, M.D.
Chairman



