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The Honorabls Robert €. Lake, Jr.
Senate Education Committee

P.0. Box 1u2

Colurpbia, South Carolina 23202

Dzar Senator Lake:

The Commission on Higher Educztion recently reviewed Bill 5.251 which
originated in the Higher Education Study Committee under your distinguished
lsadership. During that review of 5.251, the commizsion considserad an
expression of concern from the Council of Presidents of Public Senior Colleges
and Universities about the Sellowing provision in Section 4% as approved by
the Senate Education Committee:

Nihile the commission is conducting its study and until such
time as the master plan is adopted, mo public institution of
higher learning shall expand its curricula, administrative staff
op Faculty nor shall there bs further comstruction of physical
plants other than construction already approved by the Ceneral
Assembly unless such expansion or construction iz approved by
+the commission and ths Budget and Control Board or the General
Assembly to satisfy pressing local nesds.”

The presidents are concerned tThat the moratorium impesed by this provision
may unnecessarily delay or even precluds justified and urgently nesded
additions to staff ow Faculty, or some form of essential capital improvement.
Current (and anticipated) fiscal restraints alraady limit expansion and
construction to the essentizl minimum, and current laws already provide for
aspropriate controls by the Commission over programs and by the Budget and
Cemtrol Board over personnal and capital improvements. The moratorium,
quoted abave, does not appaar o be necessary.

The Commission directed that this matter be brought to the attention of
aopropriate members of tha Gznsral Assenbly, with the reconmendation that

tha moratorium in Section 4, 5.251, auoted ahowe, be rescinded or amended so
as to ensure that essentizl tvities can be carried on. I bring it to your
artention for whatevar action vou daem appropriate.
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We are most appreciative of your intevest in postsecondary education. If
any menber of the Commission or Commission staff ean assist you in any manner,
do not hesitate to cont2et us.

Sincerely,
I;E-’_1 i crad—?‘fml!{

R. Cathecart Smith
Chairman
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ce:  Members, Commizsion on Higher Education



