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Background

In 1999. the General Assembly appropriated $500 thousand for the purpose of
prosviding small grants to public institutions of higher education to support the
developiment of technology-deiivered coursework. In tum, the Commission issued a call
for proposals that were due from the institutions by September 30. In view of the
widespread need for support of course development across many higher education
institutions. the program Guidelines stated that the terms of the awards would not exceed
one vear and the amount of a single award would not exceed $12 thousand. In order to
foster collaboration and cooperation among institutions, the guidelines provided that
mter-institutional and system-wide awards would not exceed $25 thousand.

The Commission received 67 proposals from 22 institutions totaling slightly over
5700 thousand. The breakdown of the number of grants by type of institutions is as
follows: :

Research Universities.............................. 22
Comprehensive Teaching Universities............ 24
Technical Colleges...................ooecceninn.. 20

USC Regional Campuses............c.ocvvn..n.n.. 1



All proposals were sent to three evaluators, at least one of whom was from out-of-
state. Proposals were evaluated by all readers according to ten equally weighted criteria
that were described in the proposal Guidelines. The readers’ scores for each proposal
were totaled and the proposals were ranked in descending order. Readers’ comments
were also noted, although no scores were changed based on those comments. The scores
and comments provided a rather clear case for those proposals which stood out as strong
and those grants which had substantial weaknesses. Based on the proposal Guidelines
and readers’ comments, and following discussion with those submitting the proposals, the
amounts of the recommended awards were adjusted for several grants.

Although the Guidelines called for a second review and approval of the grants by a
Selection Committee composed of several institutional vice presidents for academic
affairs and representatives of the private sector, the large number of proposals and
fundable grants precluded employment of this process if recommendations were to reach
the Commission for approval by December 2, 1999, as stated in the Guidelines.
Commission approval needs to be accomplished by the December meeting so that the
institutions will know whether to assign release time to grant applicants. Staff also
believes that this second review is not necessary given the demarcation made between
strong proposals and weaker ones by the readers.

The attached table lists proposals that, based upon the reviewer’ recommendations,
can be funded within the $500 thousand appropriated for the South Carolina Instructional
Technology Incentive (SCITI) grant program.

The 47 grants that are recommended for funding come from 18 of the 22
instirutions submitting proposals. Three grants represent collaborative efforts, one within
the University of South Carolina system. one within the technical education system, and
onc crossing between Clemson University and two technical colleges. Although the
majority of the recommended proposals (37) involved the development of traditional
courses 1nto technology-based distance courses, seven of the proposals upgrade current
distance education courses through technological enhancement or use of a new delivery
svstem. Three of the grants will be used to develop totally new courses using distance
cducation technology.

Recommendation

The Committee on Academic A ffairs and Licensing will make its recommendation
concerning funding of the attached grants at the Commission meeting.

/ib




SOUTH CAROLINA INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNOLOGY INCENTIVE GRANTS

PROPOSALS RECOMMENDED FOR FUNDING

1999-2000

institution _ Project Tite Amount
1 |MUSC Web Delivary of Digitized 3-Dimansional Videos of Cadaver Anatomical $12,000|
2 |uscC-Spartanburg Mﬁm and Devalopment $9.616
3 |USC-Lancaster Distance Lesaming Women's Studies 111 in the USC System $11,993

4 [Florence Darington Criminai Justice Online $11,500

5 $?£Toch ACC 101 On-Line $7.000
6 [Lander AN 1o BEN Completion Program $12.000
7 JUSC-Columbia Marine Sciem_e 111 Offared via Multimedia Presentatjon and $12,000
& (Trident Tach 119--01:-mn':enr:e Cl)nline 'ge:iﬁcate ng:nm $10,287,
9 [Coastal Carolina Sociology 450, Victimology, indapendent Distance Leaming $7,837
10 {Clemson SC Life Tepics for Teachers $5,070
1t |USC-Columbia A Collaborative Approach to Designing a Web-based Nursing Research $25,000
12 |JUSC-Aiken '?;L:lrssf%nning APLS 374 Introduction to Public Policy into a Web Course $6,585
13 JUSC-Columbia Wondertul Pages: Sharing Picture Books with Young Children $12,000
14 |Clemson Davelopment of context-specific. intemet based course in Nutrition $11,240
15 (Piedmaont Tech Devetopment of African American History as an Intemet Course $5.640
16 | Piedmont Tech Desigrung Bluepnnt and G.0.T. Classes for PEN Systam $11,456
17 |USC-Spananourg SEGL 459 Advanced Rhetonc and Compasition £9.314
16 :Pleamom Tech Hestructunng Spanisn | and || as Teleclasses $58.921
1% gUSC-CDlumola Technology Enhancement of the Introductory Psychoiogy Course (PSYC $9.086
20 |USC-Spananburg éal:ronmemal Geology of Soutn Carolina $9.314
2! |Denmars Tecn Design, Development. and Implementabion o an Intamet Enhanced Earty $11,058

Childh tion r D134 -*Lan d Arts”

22 |USC-Columbia Health Care Economics instruction via CD-ROM and the Word Wide Wab $11.957
23 [Clemson Development of Fioer Pnysics Course in Asynchronous Format $9,000
24 IMUSC BHS 478 Seruor Practicum: A capstone expenence for undargraduate allied $7.757
25 | Tn-County Tech r\‘4'eterinary Technology via Distance Education $5,940
26 |USC-Columbia Statistics for Quality improvement $11.583]
27 1Spartanburg Tech Business Law Video Course (BUS121) $11,350
28 USC-Cqumbi‘a CLIS 721J (Seminar in School Media Programs) $11,584,




28 [LUSC-Spartanburg SHST 323 - Our Past: Upstate History $10,14
30 [USC-Spartanburg A Contempoarary Literature offered by Contemporary Technology $5,314
3 |USC-Spartanburg introduction to Resaarch in Education $11,500
32 |Coastal Carolina EDUCATION 725 Principies of Cumiculum Construction $12,000
33 {Coastal Carolina Biology of Aging ) $9,000
34 |Pisdmont Tech A Prc_aposal for Utilizing‘ Disinnee Leaming Technology in the Teaching of $5,327
35 |Clemson Wmu $10,000
36 |[USC-Columbia Enhancing Distance Education for Rural Rehabilitation $8.907
37 (Central Caroling NUR 201 Transition Nursing $9.000
38 |Piedmont Tech Development of iIntemet Version of ENG 202 $6,398
39 [College of Charleston Dist_nme Education CSCi102 $9.500
40 |USC-Alken Reading in the Secondary Schoo! $7.086
41 [LUSC-Columbia Using CD-ROM Technology to Enhance instruction in Clinical Phonclogy $11,966
42 |LUSC-Columbia Telecommunications of The Teacher as Instructional and Professional $12,000
43 |Clamson IIE'.'%iI}:q:imemt ot HORT/FOR 309 Arboricuttural in Asynchronous Format $25.000
44 | Coastal Carplina EDUCATION 706 Human Deveiopment and Leaming Situations $12,000
45 [USC-Sparnanburg SGIS 366-Art and Politics $9.014
46 (Midlands Tech Delivering Rich Asynchroncus Media Assets (DRAMA) $20,250
47 |USC-Columbia The Development of a Distance Education Caleulus-based Introductory $7.926
Physics
Total $500,000
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