
Plant to make rifle cartridge cases
JEFF WILKINSON
THE STATE

Summerton ­ ProBrass, a start­up firm
specializing in the manufacturing and re­
manufacturing of brass rifle cartridge
cases, is heading to Clarendon County.
The company has recently acquired

the 144,000­square­foot former Federal
Mogul auto parts plant located on 47 acres
near Scott's Branch High School. The
company is investing $40 million in the fa­
cility, machinery and equipment, creating

more than 70 new jobs in Summerton.
At one time, Federal Mogul was the

county's leading employer with 300 work­
ers, said George Kosinski, executive di­
rector of the Clarendon County Develop­
ment Board.
"It's going to be a fantastic asset," he

said. "It will revitalize the building and be

a shot in the arm for Clarendon County."
ProBrass meets military and Sporting

Arms and Ammunition Manufacturers In­
stitute standards for both the new and re­
manufactured brass cartridge cases for

small arms ammunition. The company
plans to sell its products through distrib­
utors specializing in consumer ammuni­
tion.
"We made the decision to locate in

South Carolina because, in the Palmetto
State, pro­business is not a bland state­
ment but a hard­core reality," ProBrass
co­founder and chief executive Christo­
pher Moe said in a news release. "We've
benefited enormously from the rapid re­
sponse to our needs, round­the­clock as­
sistance in our location search and contin­

uous support."
The state's readySC program will as­

sist with recruiting workers. Hiring will
begin next year.

The company will receive job develop­
ment credits as an incentive.

"Any time a company decides to invest
in one of our rural counties, it shows a
commitment to our state that we couldn't
be more grateful for," Gov. Nikki Haley
said in the release.
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LETTERSFROM OUR READERS

Watching Gov. Haleyon
national stage makesus proud
Iwas inspiredand movedby Gov.

NikkiHaley's speechat theJack Kemp
LeadershipAward event.Shespoke so
eloquentlyaboutthe wonderfulpeople
ofSouth Carolinaandhow we came
togetherduringhard times. Shespoke
aboutourbooming economyand our
improvingeducational efforts.
Weshouldall beso proudofthe lead­

ershipandguidanceprovided byGov.
Haleyand celebrate,encourage and

support hernew positionas United
Nations ambassador.May God blessher

asshe movesinto hernew position.
–BarbaraE. Boylston

Charleston

Grahamrighttoshow
compassionfor immigrants
As ateenager,Ispend time inaCen­

tralAmerican shantytownonahuman­
itariantrip. Familieslivedbetween
metal sheets leanedtogether. Thedirt
floorswere mud with dailyrains.And I
experienced somethingI've neverfor­
gotten.

Wewere serving food,ascoop ofrice
topped byaspoonful ofbeans,with a
slice ofbread. We'dservedeveryone
when I found myselffacing agirl about
4 years oldwho wantedmore. And I
had tosay,"I'm sorry;there'sno
more,"andwatch tearsoverflow her
eyes.
My own siblingswould turn their
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nosesup at thismeal;
heck,Iwould too.Yet here
was this childintears
becauseshejust wanted a
littlebit more.
I realizedhow luckyI

was tohavebeen born
herein theUnited States
­an actof chance that
separated mefromthis
toddlerand billionsmore.
As Sen.LindseyGraham

hasfaced pushbackfor
daring tosuggest that
maybe,just maybe,we
should showcompassion
inimmigration, I'vere­
livedthat moment time
andagain.
I'd liketothank Sen.

Grahamfor choosing
compassion.Itis neverthe
wrong choice,andwe
couldall stand tochooseit
moreoften.

–Kayla Cox
Aiken

Putsafetybelts
onschool buses

Lastmonth's schoolbus
crashinChattanoogathat
killedsix students begs
the questionof whyschool
buses inourstatearen't
requiredtohave shoulder
harnessseat belts.
These childrenbecame

projectilemissiles, and
their deathsmight have
been sparedhad they been
securedintheir seats. It
doesn't necessarily takea
crashfor achild tobe
catapulted into theair.
Slamming onthebrakes or
taking asharp turn to
avoidan accident can
launch themas well.
Givenall the concern

regardinghead injuries in
football,where helmet­to­
helmetcontact occurs at
much lower speeds, one
would thinkappropriate
safety measures onschool
buses wouldbe ofequal or
greaterimportance forour
smallchildren.
The signson ourhigh­

ways read,"Buckle Up …
It's the lawinSouth Car­
olina."Toobad that law
doesn't applytothe buses
that carry ourchildrento
and fromschoolevery
day.
I guesswe coulddress

theminfootball helmets
and shoulderpads for
their dailycommutes.

–JamesMcClellan
Columbia

PSC rubber­stamps
SCE&Grate
increases
Itis pasttime totermi­

natethe PublicService

Commission for itsdis­
servicetoSCE&G's cus­
tomers.
Another year andanoth­

er rubberstamp of
SCE&G'sproposed rate
increase,much of it driven
bythe huge cost overruns
onthe twonuclear power
plants under construction.
A large fractionofour

monthlybills isdue to
these yearly costoverruns.
The rubber­stamping

PSCshould bedisbanded
and replacedwithanother
governmental entity with
strongervetting powers to
representconsumer in­
terests andholdSCE&G
more accountablefor
these rate increases.
SCANA,the parent

company ofSCE&G,re­
centlyreported quarterly
earnings that increased
sharplydue totheextend­
ed hot weather. This
meant that consumershad
todigdeeper into their
budgets topay their elec­
tric bill.
Atleast SCANA should

use itsprofits andexec­
utivebonuses tooffset its
cost overruns caused by
grossmismanagement of
the nuclear plants,which
maybeonline sometime
inthe 2020s (pickayear).

–Jesse Moore
Leesville
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Trumpmakes itofficial: Mulvaney
ishis choicefor budget director
BY MATTHEWSCHOFIELD

mschofield@mcclatchydc.com

WASHINGTON

U.S. Rep.Mick Mulva­
neyonSaturday officially
becamethe secondS.C.
Republican tappedtojoin
President­electDonald
Trump'sWhite House
inner circle,as hewas
nominatedas directorof
the Officeof Management
andBudget.
Mulvaney joinsGov.

Nikki Haley,who is
Trump'snomineefor U.S.
ambassador totheUnited
Nations,as anominee for
an influentialposition that
is consideredtobejust
outsidethe official presi­
dential Cabinet.
Ifconfirmed bythe U.S.

Senate, Mulvaney'sap­
pointmentalso will set off
aspecial electiontofillthe
5thDistrict congressional
seat,which includesCam­
denand Sumterand
stretches norththrough
Rock HilltotheN.C. bor­
der.
InNovember, Mulvaney

wonre­electiontoafourth
termrepresenting the
Republicandistrict, de­
featingDemocrat Fran
Person,aformer aide to
VicePresidentJoe Biden,
by20percentage points.
The newsofMulvaney's

pendingnomination was
reportedFridayinThe
Statenewspaper,and the
Trumptransition team
madeit official Saturday
morning.
"Mulvaneybrings a

wealth ofexperience on
economic, budgetary and
fiscalissues
tohis new
role," the
transition
saidina
statement,
calling the
IndianLand
congress­
man "a
strongvoice inCongress
for reining inout­of­con­
trol spending,fighting
government waste and

enacting taxpolicies that
will allow workingAmer­
icans tothrive."
The statement quoted

President­electTrump as
saying, "We aregoing to
dogreatthings forthe
Americanpeople with
MickMulvaney leading
theOffice of Management
andBudget. Right now,
weare nearly$20 trillion
indebt,but Mick is avery
high­energy leaderwith
deepconvictions forhow
toresponsibly manageour
nation'sfinances and save
ourcountry fromdrown­
inginredink."
The release quoted

Mulvaneyas calling the
nomination"a greatho­
nor." "TheTrump admin­
istrationwill restorebud­
getaryandfiscalsanity
backinWashington after
eight yearsof an out­of­
control,tax­and­spend
financial agenda, andwill
work with Congressto

create policies that will be
friendly toAmerican
workers andbusinesses,"
Mulvaney said."Each day,
families across ournation
make disciplined choices
abouthow tospend their
hard earned money,and
the federal government
should exercise thesame
discretionthat hardwork­
ing Americansdo every
day."
Republicans were quick

to praiseMulvaney'snom­
ination. ButS.C. Demo­
cratic Partychairman
Jaime Harrison urged the
Senate toreject Mulva­
ney's nomination.
"Mick Mulvaney has

devoted his congressional
career topushing taxcuts
for the richwhileleaving
Medicare to thewhimsof
the insurance companies
and SocialSecurity tothe
whimsof the stockmar­
ket,"Harrisonsaid.

The State staff contributed.

Mulvaney
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CINDI ROSS SCOPPE •ASSOCIATEEDITOR

Some unethical actions
are illegal;lots aren't
IT'S NOTAGAINST the law

for legislators totrytopass
laws that help their business
clients, nomatter how much

those clients
pay them.
It oughtto

be, but it's
not.
In most

cases, it's not
even against
the law for
legislators to
keep those
payments
secret.

It oughttobe, andbeginning
Jan. 1 it will be,maybe. Butit's
not illegal now, andlikeworking
to passlawsthat will benefit
those secret clients, it hasnot
been illegal duringanyof the15
years former HouseRepublican
Leader Jim Merrillis accusedin
indictments ofdoing both.
That doesn'tmean Mr.Merrill

didn't break thelaw: Oneof the
30 indictmentshanded down on
Wednesday hintsat the sortof
evidence that would vaultthe
wrong but legal overinto illegal­
ity; hecould befound guiltyon
two common­law chargeseven
without convictions onthe eth­
ics charges.And it doesn'tmean
there was anything ethicalabout
the way Mr.Merrillhasprofited
from being alegislator,racking
up an impressivelist ofpolitical
consulting clientsthat stood to
benefit, andsometimes did,
from official actionshetook asa
member ofthe House.
What it meansis that unlike

the corruption case FirstCircuit
Solicitor DavidPascoebrought
two yearsago against then­
House SpeakerBobbyHarrell,
this is not aslamdunk,because

inSouth Carolina,unethicaland
illegal are notalways synony­
mous. Regardlessof theout­
come, Mr.Merrill's case ought
to remindus,again, that our
anti­corruption lawsstillneed
strengthening. Significantly.
Mr.Merrill hassaidfor years

that he getshiredtodopublic
relations and politicalconsulting
completely unrelatedto any
actions hetakes asalegislator.
Lawmakers havealways said
that to defendprofiting from
their offices, andthey'vewritten
the laws inaway that makes it a
strongdefense.
It's only illegaltodo legisla­

tive favors for someone who
gave alegislator money ifthere
was aclearunderstanding that
the actionwas takeninreturn
for the money. That'sthe same
quid pro quolinkagethat's re­
quiredto turn alegal campaign
donation into an illegalbribe.
So it's perfectly legalfor a

business tohirealegislatorwho
has noqualifications for ajob,
and for that legislatortowork
for legislation tohelp that busi­
ness.That's essentially what
Gov.Nikki Haley did whenshe
was aHouse member, andshe
was nevercharged withacrime
becausesuch arrangements only
become illegalif it'sclear that
what the legislatoris being paid
for is herlegislativework.
Likewise, it'sperfectly legal

for businesses tokeeplawyer­
legislators onretainer,and for
those legislators totake official
actions tohelpthose businesses,
as longas there'snoquid pro
quo. That's whatregulated util­
itiesroutinely didwith powerful
legislators for years andyears.
Therewas an effort after

Operation Lost Trusttooutlaw

keeping legislatorson retainer,
but it failed. All the Legislature
was willingtodo wasrequire
lawmakers toreport income
they receivefrom lobbyistsand
the entities that hirethem,
called lobbyist principals.The
idea was that peoplewouldn't
make questionablepayments if
we couldseethem.
That's oneof the lawsMr.

Merrill isaccused ofviolating,
on10 occasions. Butthe in­
dictments allsay Mr.Merrill
failed toreport money here­
ceived fromaparticular lobbyist
principal "oritsaffiliates." And
we knowfromnewsarticles
going backseveral years that in
at least somecases, it wasaffil­
iates that paid Mr.Merrill.
Clearly, legislatorsshould

havetoreport money from affil­
iates of lobbyist principals­the
politicalaction committeeofthe
S.C. ManufacturersAlliance, as
oneexample. Butunless Mr.
Pascoe canconvince acourt to
reinterpret the veryclear state
law tomeansomething it
doesn't say ­somethingthe
Legislature has repeatedlyre­
fused tochangeit tosay ­it's
hard tosee acrime here.
One indictment says that 11

daysafter participating inaDec.
29, 2008,conference callwith
the S.C. Association ofRealtors
"in which hesolicitedfunding
for assistanceregardingthe
'point ofsale' property taxre­
form"legislation, Mr.Merrill
introduced that legislation; it
says hewas paid$211,925in
returnfor that and other"lobby­
ing"work.
If Mr.Pascoehas theevi­

dence toback that claim (and
onepresumes hemust),and if
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Mr.Merrill can'tconvince ajury
that his commentswere misin­
terpreted, that's apretty clear
quid pro quo.Butthe othereight
indictmentsfor accepting pay­
mentsinreturnfor legislative
favors lack suchdetail: They
simply say hereceived this
amount ofmoney andtook this
action, without even hintingat

the necessary linkage.
None ofthis maymatter in

terms of Mr.Merrill's fate,since
he's also chargedwith two
counts ofmisconduct ofoffice ­
a breathtakinglybroad charge
that can includeactionsthat are
unethicalbut not covered inthe
ethics law.
But thepurposeof ethicslaws

isn't just toconvictwrongdoers.

It's tospellout appropriatebe­
havior,todraw clearlines, in
hopes of preventingpublic offi­
cialsfrom slippingover those
linesand into illegality.And
we'restill farshortof having the
laws that cando that.

Ms.Scoppecan bereached
atcscoppe@thestate.com
or at(803) 771­8571.

''REGARDLESSOFTHE
OUTCOME,MR.
MERRILL'S CASE
OUGHTTO REMINDUS,
AGAIN,THATOUR
ANTI­CORRUPTION
LAWS STILLNEED
STRENGTHENING.
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TRUMPTRANSITION

S.C.'s Mulvaneyto benamed
Trump's budget chief
BY ANITAKUMAR

akumar@mcclatchydc.com
NEWYORK

President­electDonaldTrump
will nominateU.S. Rep. Mick
Mulvaney,R­Indian Land,tobe
director ofthe Officeof
Management andBudget,
accordingtoaseniortransition
official who hasknowledge of
the appointmentbut is not au­
thorized tospeak publicly.
The announcementis expect­

ed tobemade bystatement
Monday.Mulvaney wouldhave
tobeconfirmed by theSenate.

If confirmed,Mulvaney would
bejust thelatest official in
Trump'sinner circle with S.C.
ties.
Gov.Nikki Haley hasbeen

nominatedtobeU.S. ambassa­
dorto theUnited Nations. U.S.
Sen.Tim Scott, R­Charleston,
andU.S. Rep. TreyGowdy,
R­Spartanburg,recently were
named asadvisers toTrump's
transition team.
Mulvaney hadexpressed an

interestinrunning OMB when

asked byaconstituent onFace­
book Oct.19where hewould
like toserveinahypothetical
Trump cabinet.
"Iwould love tobethe direc­

torof OMB,"he wrote."That is
where Ithink REALimprove­
mentscouldbemade inhowthe
government is run."
A fiscalconservative, Mulva­

neyis aco­founder ofthe con­

SEEOMB, 19A
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OMB
servative HouseFreedom
Caucus,agroup ofabout
40lawmakersthat helped
pushHouse SpeakerJohn
Boehner, R­Ohio toresign,
andamemberof the
HouseFinancial Services
Committee.
Mulvaney wasnot an

early Trumpbacker during
the presidentialcampaign.
He initially supported U.S.
Sen.RandPaul, R­Ky.for
the Republicannomi­
nation.Mulvaney
endorsedTrump inJune,
hoursafter HouseSpeaker
Paul Ryan,R­Wis. did the
same.

SPECIAL ELECTION?
Mulvaney,who has

represented SouthCar­
olina's 5th Districtsince
2011,wonre­electionin
Novemberafter being
challenged byFran Per­
son, aformer aide toVice
PresidentJoe Biden.
If Mulvaneyis con­

firmed,aspecialelection

will havetobeheld tofill
hiscongressional seat ina
district that favors Repub­
licans.
StateRep. RalphNor­

man, R­York,said Friday
hewould run ifavacancy
occurs. Norman ranfor
the seat in2006,losing to
then­U.S.Rep. John Spratt,
aDemocrat.
"This seat willbehotly

contestedand that'sa
good thing,"Norman said,
addingthat gives votersa
choice.
Other possibleGOP

candidates includeformer
S.C. GOP chair Chad
Connelly, andYorkCoun­
ty stateReps. Tommy
Popeand GarySimrill.
ConnellysaidFriday he

hasreceived callsfrom
across thedistrict, asking
him torun. "We'llmake a
decisionafter Christmas."
S.C. HouseSpeakerPro

TemporePope ofYork
seemed lessinclined to

run,sayinghis focuscon­
tinues tobeonhow he
best canserve inSouth
Carolina. "Idonot antici­
patethat the Popefamily
would begoingto Wash­
ington."
Simrill saidhehasbeen

encouraged bymany to
run. "Myfamilyand Iwill
bediscussing this opportu­
nity todeterminewhere I
can bestserve the South
Carolina citizens."
On theDemocratic side,

Person andstateRep.
John KingofRock Hill
saidthey areconsidering
running. Person,who lost
toMulvaney by20points
inNovember, saidhe
would begin toseriously
consider runningagain
after Christmas.
A spokesmanfor state

Sen.Vincent Sheheen,
another potentialcandi­
date, saidthe Kershaw
CountyDemocrat "is
happyserving asaS.C.

statesenator."But,he
added,Sheheen "willtake
sometime tothinkthings
over the nextfew weeks."
A JOB FORPOLICY
WONKS
Mulvaney traveledto

Trump TowerinNew
Yorkto meetwith Trump
last week.At thetime,
transition spokesman
Jason Millerdescribed
Mulvaney ashaving "a
very proventrack record
as afiscalconservative
andagovernment reform­
er."
Mulvaney declinedto

commentafter the meet­
ing.Hisoffice did not
respondFriday.
The OMB chief,often

shorthandedas the budget
director,will help Trump
prepare hisannual pro­
posed budget.That could
becrucialto Trump's
policy initiatives,such as
the repeal ofthe Affor­
dable CareAct.
The budget directorand

the Officeof Management
andBudget also measure
the performance offederal
agencies. Theyalso help
set andenforce policies
andpractices governing
the government'spur­
chase ofgoods and servic­
es,called procurement.
On amore mundanelevel,
the office also oversees
the performance review
process for agencies and
federal employees.
The jobtends tobe held

bypolicy wonks, but some
dogainfame or notoriety.
RonaldReagan's budget

chief DavidStockman was
an advocate for whatbe­
came knownas Reaga­
nomics andremains a
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JeffBlake/jblake@thestate.com

South Carolina Rep. Mick Mulvaney is pictured duringaSCGOP event
at theState Farmer's Market in WestColumbia.

shorthandedas the budget
director,will help Trump
prepare hisannual pro­
posed budget.That could
becrucialto Trump's
policy initiatives,such as
the repeal ofthe Affor­
dable CareAct.
The budget directorand

the Officeof Management
andBudget also measure
the performance offederal
agencies. Theyalso help
set andenforce policies
andpractices governing
the government'spur­
chase ofgoods and servic­

On amore mundanelevel,
the office also oversees
the performance review
process for agencies and
federal employees.
The jobtends tobe held

bypolicy wonks, but some
dogainfame or notoriety.
RonaldReagan's budget

chief DavidStockman was
an advocate for whatbe­
came knownas Reaga­
nomics andremains a

public figuredecades
later.Like Mulvaney,
Stockman wasacongress­

man beforebecoming
budget director.
U.S. Sen.RobPortman,

R­Ohio,whose views on
cutting government
spending aresimilar to
Mulvaney's, left theU.S.
House beforetakingthe
budget director'sjobun­
derPresident GeorgeW.
Bush. He later waselected
tothe Senate.
Leon Panetta,whoran

OMB under PresidentBill
Clinton, also had beena
member ofthe House
beforeaccepting the posi­
tion. He thenwasClin­
ton'schief of staffand
later, under President
BarackObama, CIAdirec­
torand secretary ofde­
fense.

CassieCope, KevinG.Hall
and Avery Wilks
contributed.
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PRESIDENTIALTRANSITION

Trumppicks S.C.'s
Mulvaney to runOMB
BY MATTHEWSCHOFIELD

mschofield@mcclatchydc.com
WASHINGTON

Rep. MickMulvaney
Saturday becamethe sec­
ond SouthCarolina Re­
publican tappedtojoin
President­electDonald
Trump'sWhite House
inner circle,with Trump
officiallynaminghim as
the nextdirector ofthe
Officeof Management
andBudget.
Mulvaney joinsGov.

Nikki Haley,who willbe
Trump'snomineefor U.S.
ambassador totheUnited
Nations,for influential
positions intheTrump
administration. The office,
known asOMB,oversees
andenforces federal bud­
geting issues.
The newsof Mulvaney's

pending nominationwas
firstreportedby
McClatchyon Friday, and
the Trumptransition team
madeit officialSaturday
morning.
The officialrelease

statesthat "Mulvaney
bringsawealthof experi­
enceon economic,bud­
getary, andfiscal issuesto
hisnew role."The state­
ment callsthe congress­
man"a strong voicein
Congress for reining in
out­of­controlspending,
fighting governmentwaste
andenacting taxpolicies
that will allow working
Americans tothrive."

The statement quotes
the President­electas
saying, "Weare going to
dogreatthings for the
American peoplewith
MickMulvaney leading
the Officeof Management
andBudget. Right nowwe
are nearly$20 trillion in
debt, but Mickis avery
high­energy leaderwith
deepconvictions for how
toresponsibly manage our
nation's finances andsave
ourcountry fromdrown­
inginred ink."
The release quotesMul­

vaney ascalling the nomi­
nation"a greathonor."
"The Trumpadminis­

trationwill restorebudget­
ary andfiscal sanity back
inWashington after eight
years ofan out­of­control,
taxand spend financial
agenda, andwill work
with Congress tocreate
policies that will befriend­
ly toAmericanworkers
andbusinesses,"heis
quoted assaying."Each
day, familiesacrossour
nationmake disciplined
choices abouthowto
spend their hard earned
money,and thefederal
government shouldexer­
cisethe same discretion
that hardworkingAmer­
icans doevery day."
SouthCarolina's U.S.

Republican senators,Lind­
sey GrahamandTim

Scott, aswell asU.S. Rep.
JoeWilson quickly praised
the nomination.Scott
called Mulvaney"a great
choice tolead theOMB."
Mulvaney,who has

represented SouthCar­
olina's 5th Districtsince
2011,wonre­electionin
Novemberafter being
challenged byFran Per­
son, aformer aide toVice
PresidentJoe Biden.He
lives inIndianLand.
Mulvaney attended

UNC Chapel Hill'slaw
schooland practiced law
inhis ownfirm, thenrana
familyreal estatebusi­
ness, started asmall
homebuildingcompany,
andthen ownedand oper­
atedhis ownrestaurant.
The director willhelp

Trump preparehis annual
proposed budget,which
couldbecrucial tohis
policy initiatives,such as
the repeal ofthe Affor­
dable CareAct. The duties
also includeensuring
government agencies
follow the president's
programsand policies.
Trump hadreportedly also
considered Goldman
SachsPresidentGary
Cohn.
The OMB chiefand the

office administers the
federal budget andmea­
suresthe performance of
federal agencies. They

help set andenforce pol­
iciesand practicesof the
federal government's
purchase ofgoods and
services, calledprocure­
ment. The office also
oversees the performance
review processfor agen­
ciesand federal employ­
ees.
The jobtends tobe held

bypolicy wonks, but some
dogainfame or notoriety.
Inthe 1980s,RonaldRea­
gan's budgetchief David
Stockman wasan ad­
vocate forwhat became
known asReaganomics,
and remainsapublicfig­
ure decades later.Like
Mulvaney,Stockman was
amember of Congress
beforebecoming budget
director.

AnitaKumar contributed.

Matthew Schofield:
202­383­6066,
@mattschodcnews
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ALEXBRANDON AP

Rep. Mick Mulvaney, R­S.C., isDonaldTrump's nominee
for directorof theOffice ofManagement and Budget.
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OURVIEW

Toofewwomen
servein
Legislature
By TheHerald Editorial Board
SouthCarolina nowhasarecordnumber ofwo­

meninitsstate Senate.Infact, the numberdou­
bled duringtherecent elections.
Butdespite those dramatic­sounding gains, the

number ofwomen inthe stateSenatestilltotals
onlyfour.
Womenholdjust 14.7percentof the 170seats in

the Legislature,farbelow thenational average of
24.4percent. The stateranks22nd inthe nationfor
gender parityinelected offices.
Atleast thatis someimprovementfrom its46th­

placeranking in1993.
Until thisyear's election,only onewoman,Lex­

ingtonRepublican KatrinaShealy, elected in 2012,
had occupiedaseat inthe Senate.The number
grew totwolast fallwhen MargieBrightMatthews,
D­Colleton, wonaspacial electiontoreplaceSen.
ClementaPinckney, whowas killedinthemas­
sacreat Charleston'EmanuelAME ChurchinJune
2015.
Twomore women wereelected tothe Senatelast

month: formerstateRep. Mia McLeod, D­Richland,
andCharleston attorneySandy Senn,aRepublican.
Thisis toutedas progress–and, of course,it is.

The questionis, inlight ofthe increasingleadership
role ofwomen inall walksof likeinthe U.S. and
aroundthe world,isit progress worthshouting
about.
Considerthe factthatit hasbeen 100 years since

women gainedthe righttovote. Consideralso that
women makeup 51.4 percentof SouthCarolina's
population.
Weshould havemorewomen inbothhousesof

the stateLegislature.
Despite theelectionof Nikki Haley,the state's

firstwoman governor,the advanceof women in
statepoliticshas beenpainfully slow. Before Shea­
ly,only10 women had everbeen elected tothe
46­memberstateSenate.And before Shealy, Linda
Short, aChesterDemocrat,was theonly womanin
the stateSenateuntil sheretired in2008.
One reasoncited for sofew women office­hol­

dersis thefact thatwomenstill areresponsible for
most ofthe child­rearingandhousehold tasks. But
even ifdomestic choresdiscourage somewomen
fromrunning for office,thatleaves asignificant
poolof women whoare bothqualified andwilling
torun.
The questionis why notonly arethere areso few

women intheLegislature but also whythere are so
fewwomen candidates onthe ballot.Only five
women havewonelectiontostatewide office.
Another fivehavewonseats inthe U.S,.House of

Representatives,but fourof those women were
widowsof congressmen, urgedtofinish their de­
ceasedhusbands' terms. The statehasnot senta
woman toCongress since1990.
Thisreflects alarger problem,the lack ofanet­

work ofpowerful women whocan nurtureyounger
women torunfor office. Itreflects thelack of
money flowingtopotentialwomen candidates, and
the lackof effort onthe partof bothpoliticalparties
torecruitwomen candidates torun.
The S.C. Legislature stillisaheavilymale­dom­

inated institution.If thatisto change–ifthe state
is tostopsquanderingthe talents ofhalf itspop­
ulation –morewomen needto stepuptorun for
office andencourageothers tojointhem.
The ascensionof fourwomen tothestate Senate

mightbehistoric, but it'sfar fromenough.
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TRUMPTRANSITION

S.C.'s Mulvaneyto benamed
Trump's budget chief
BY ANITAKUMAR

akumar@mcclatchydc.com
NEWYORK

President­electDonaldTrump
will nominateU.S. Rep. Mick
Mulvaney,R­Indian Land,tobe
director ofthe Officeof
Management andBudget,
accordingtoaseniortransition
official who hasknowledge of
the appointmentbut is not au­
thorized tospeak publicly.
The announcementis expect­

ed tobemade bystatement
Monday.Mulvaney wouldhave
tobeconfirmed by theSenate.

If confirmed,Mulvaney would
bejust thelatest official in
Trump'sinner circle with S.C.
ties.
Gov.Nikki Haley hasbeen

nominatedtobeU.S. ambassa­
dorto theUnited Nations. U.S.
Sen.Tim Scott, R­Charleston,
andU.S. Rep. TreyGowdy,
R­Spartanburg,recently were
named asadvisers toTrump's
transition team.
Mulvaney hadexpressed an

interestinrunning OMB when

asked byaconstituent onFace­
book Oct.19where hewould
like toserveinahypothetical
Trump cabinet.
"Iwould love tobethe direc­

torof OMB,"he wrote."That is
where Ithink REALimprove­
mentscouldbemade inhowthe
government is run."
A fiscalconservative, Mulva­

neyis aco­founder ofthe con­

SEEOMB, 19A
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OMB
servative HouseFreedom
Caucus,agroup ofabout
40lawmakersthat helped
pushHouse SpeakerJohn
Boehner, R­Ohio toresign,
andamemberof the
HouseFinancial Services
Committee.
Mulvaney wasnot an

early Trumpbacker during
the presidentialcampaign.
He initially supported U.S.
Sen.RandPaul, R­Ky.for
the Republicannomi­
nation.Mulvaney
endorsedTrump inJune,
hoursafter HouseSpeaker
Paul Ryan,R­Wis. did the
same.

SPECIAL ELECTION?
Mulvaney,who has

represented SouthCar­
olina's 5th Districtsince
2011,wonre­electionin
Novemberafter being
challenged byFran Per­
son, aformer aide toVice
PresidentJoe Biden.
If Mulvaneyis con­

firmed,aspecialelection
will havetobeheld tofill
hiscongressional seat ina
district that favors Repub­
licans.
StateRep. RalphNor­

man, R­York,said Friday
hewould run ifavacancy
occurs. Norman ranfor
the seat in2006,losing to
then­U.S.Rep. John Spratt,
aDemocrat.
"This seat willbehotly

contestedand that'sa
good thing,"Norman said,
addingthat gives votersa
choice.
Other possibleGOP

candidates includeformer
S.C. GOP chair Chad
Connelly, andYorkCoun­
ty stateReps. Tommy
Popeand GarySimrill.
ConnellysaidFriday he

hasreceived callsfrom
across thedistrict, asking
him torun. "We'llmake a
decisionafter Christmas."
S.C. HouseSpeakerPro

TemporePope ofYork
seemed lessinclined to
run,sayinghis focuscon­
tinues tobeonhow he
best canserve inSouth
Carolina. "Idonot antici­
patethat the Popefamily
would begoingto Wash­
ington."
Simrill saidhehasbeen

encouraged bymany to
run. "Myfamilyand Iwill
bediscussing this opportu­
nity todeterminewhere I
can bestserve the South
Carolina citizens."
On theDemocratic side,

Person andstateRep.
John KingofRock Hill
saidthey areconsidering
running. Person,who lost
toMulvaney by20points
inNovember, saidhe
would begin toseriously
consider runningagain
after Christmas.
A spokesmanfor state

Sen.Vincent Sheheen,
another potentialcandi­
date, saidthe Kershaw

CountyDemocrat "is
happyserving asaS.C.
statesenator."But,he
added,Sheheen "willtake
sometime tothinkthings
over the nextfew weeks."
A JOB FORPOLICY
WONKS
Mulvaney traveledto

Trump TowerinNew
Yorkto meetwith Trump
last week.At thetime,
transition spokesman
Jason Millerdescribed
Mulvaney ashaving "a
very proventrack record
as afiscalconservative
andagovernment reform­
er."
Mulvaney declinedto

commentafter the meet­
ing.Hisoffice did not
respondFriday.
The OMB chief,often

shorthandedas the budget
director,will help Trump
prepare hisannual pro­
posed budget.That could
becrucialto Trump's
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policy initiatives,such as
the repeal ofthe Affor­
dable CareAct.
The budget directorand

the Officeof Management
andBudget also measure
the performance offederal
agencies. Theyalso help
set andenforce policies
andpractices governing
the government'spur­
chase ofgoods and servic­
es,called procurement.
On amore mundanelevel,

the office also oversees
the performance review
process for agencies and
federal employees.
The jobtends tobe held

bypolicy wonks, but some
dogainfame or notoriety.
RonaldReagan's budget

chief DavidStockman was
an advocate for whatbe­
came knownas Reaga­
nomics andremains a

JeffBlake/jblake@thestate.com

South Carolina Rep. Mick Mulvaney is pictured duringaSCGOP event
at theState Farmer's Market in WestColumbia.

public figuredecades
later.Like Mulvaney,

Stockman wasacongress­
man beforebecoming
budget director.
U.S. Sen.RobPortman,

R­Ohio,whose views on
cutting government
spending aresimilar to
Mulvaney's, left theU.S.
House beforetakingthe
budget director'sjobun­
derPresident GeorgeW.
Bush. He later waselected
tothe Senate.
Leon Panetta,whoran

OMB under PresidentBill
Clinton, also had beena
member ofthe House
beforeaccepting the posi­
tion. He thenwasClin­
ton'schief of staffand
later, under President
BarackObama, CIAdirec­
torand secretary ofde­
fense.

CassieCope, KevinG.Hall
and Avery Wilks
contributed.
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KEYPOST FOR INDIANLANDREPUBLICAN

Mulvaneyto be namedto
Trump's Cabinet, officialsays
President­elect DonaldTrump

is expected toannounce his
decisionMonday, setting upa
specialelection forthe 5th
CongressionalDistrict seat.

BY ANITAKUMAR

akumar@mcclatchydc.com

NEWYORK

President­electDonaldTrump
will nominateU.S. Rep. Mick
Mulvaney,R­Indian Land,tobe
director ofthe Officeof
Management andBudget,
accordingtoaseniortransition
officialwho hasknowledge of
the appointmentbut is not au­
thorized tospeak publicly.
The announcementis expect­

ed tobemade bystatement
Monday.Mulvaney wouldhave
tobeconfirmed by theSenate.
If confirmed,Mulvaney would

bejust thelatest officialin
Trump'sinner circle with S.C.
ties.
Gov.Nikki Haley hasbeen

nominatedtobeU.S. ambassa­
dorto theUnited Nations. U.S.
Sen.Tim Scott, R­Charleston,
andU.S. Rep. TreyGowdy,
R­Spartanburg,recently were
named asadvisers toTrump's

transition team.
Mulvaney hadexpressed an

interestinrunning OMB when
asked byaconstituent onFace­
book Oct.19where hewould
like toserveinahypothetical
Trump Cabinet.
"Iwould love tobethe direc­

torof OMB,"he wrote."That is
where Ithink REALimprove­
mentscouldbemade inhowthe
government is run."
A fiscal conservative, Mulva­

neyis aco­founder ofthe con­
servative House Freedom Cau­
cus,agroup of about40law­
makersthat helpedpush House
SpeakerJohn Boehner,R­Ohio
toresign, and amemberof the
House FinancialServicesCom­
mittee.
Mulvaney wasnot an early

Trump backer duringthepresi­
dential campaign.He initially
supported U.S. Sen.RandPaul,

R­Ky.for the Republicannomi­
nation.Mulvaney endorsed
Trump inJune,hours after
House SpeakerPaul Ryan,R­
Wis.did the same.

SPECIAL ELECTION?
Mulvaney,who hasrepre­

sented SouthCarolina's5th
District since2011,wonre­
electioninNovember after
being challenged byFran Person
of TegaCay,aformer aide to
VicePresident JoeBiden.
If Mulvaneyis confirmed,a

special electionwillhave tobe
held tofill hiscongressional seat
inadistrictthat favors Repub­
licans.
StateRep. RalphNorman,

R­Rock Hill,saidFriday he

SEEMULVANEY,8A
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MULVANEY
would runif avacancy
occurs. Norman ranfor
the seat in2006,losing to
then­U.S.Rep. John Spratt,
aDemocrat.
"This seat willbehotly

contestedand that'sa
good thing,"Norman said,
addingthat gives votersa
choice.
Other possibleGOP

candidates includeformer
S.C. GOP chair Chad

Connelly, andYorkCoun­
tystateReps. Tommy
Popeand GarySimrill.
ConnellysaidFriday he

hasreceived callsfrom
across thedistrict, asking
him torun. "We'llmake a
decisionafter Christmas."
S.C. HouseSpeakerPro

TemporePope ofYork
seemed lessinclined to
run,sayinghis focus con­
tinues tobeonhow he

best canserve inSouth
Carolina. "Idonot antici­
patethat the Popefamily
would begoingto Wash­
ington."
Simrill saidhehasbeen

encouraged bymany to
run. "Myfamilyand Iwill
bediscussing this opportu­
nity todeterminewhere I
can bestserve the South
Carolina citizens."
On theDemocratic side,

Person andstateRep.
John Kingof RockHill
saidthey areconsidering
running. Person,who lost
toMulvaney by20points
in November, saidhe
would begin toseriously
consider runningagain
after Christmas.
A spokesmanfor state

Sen.Vincent Sheheen,
another potentialcandi­
date, saidthe Kershaw
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CountyDemocrat "is
happyserving asaS.C.
statesenator."But,he
added,Sheheen "willtake
sometime tothinkthings
over the nextfew weeks."

A JOB FORPOLICY
WONKS

Mulvaney traveledto
Trump TowerinNew
Yorkto meetwith Trump
last week.At thetime,
transition spokesman
Jason Millerdescribed
Mulvaney ashaving "a
very proven trackrecord
as afiscal conservative
andagovernment reform­
er."
Mulvaney declinedto

commentafter the meet­
ing.Hisoffice did not
respondFriday.
The OMB chief,often

shorthandedas the budget
director,will help Trump
prepare hisannual pro­

posed budget.That could
becrucialto Trump's
policy initiatives,such as
the repeal ofthe Affor­
dable CareAct.
The budget directorand

the Officeof Management
andBudget also measure
the performance offederal
agencies. They also help
set andenforce policies
andpractices governing
the government'spur­
chase ofgoods and servic­
es,called procurement.
On amore mundanelevel,
the office alsooversees
the performance review
processfor agencies and
federal employees.
The jobtends tobe held

bypolicy wonks, but some
dogainfame or notoriety.
RonaldReagan's budget

chief DavidStockman was
an advocate for whatbe­
came knownas Reaga­

nomics andremains a
public figuredecades
later.Like Mulvaney,
Stockman wasacongress­
man beforebecoming
budget director.
U.S. Sen.RobPortman,

R­Ohio,whose views on
cutting government
spending aresimilar to
Mulvaney's, left theU.S.
House beforetakingthe
budget director'sjobun­
derPresident GeorgeW.
Bush. He later waselected
tothe Senate.
Leon Panetta,whoran

OMB underPresidentBill
Clinton, also hadbeen a
memberof the House
beforeaccepting the posi­
tion. He thenwasClin­
ton'schief of staffand
later, underPresident
BarackObama, CIAdirec­
torand secretary ofde­
fense.

CassieCope, KevinG.Hall
and Avery Wilks
contributed.

JeffBlake/jblake@thestate.com

U.S. Rep. MickMulvaney, R­Indian Land, willjoin otherSouth Carolina
officials tappedby DonaldTrump.Gov. Nikki Haley was nominated
forU.S. ambassador to theU.N. U.S. Sen. Tim Scott andU.S. Rep. Trey
Gowdywere namedas advisersto Trump's transitionteam.

''IWOULDLOVETO
BETHEDIRECTOR
OF(THEOFFICE
OFMANAGEMENT
ANDBUDGET).
THATISWHEREI
THINKREAL
IMPROVEMENTS
COULDBEMADE
INHOWTHE
GOVERNMENTIS
RUN.
U.S. Rep. MickMulvaney
inaFacebook post before
theelection
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