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COLUMBIA
Republican leadersin

the SouthCarolina House
sent aletterto Gov.Nikki
Haley onWednesday
promising they won't
insist ontheir versionof a
billpassed last year toget
moremoney for roads.
The promise from

House Speaker JayLucas
means any increaseinthe

state's gas taxwon'thap­
penthis year.

A taxhikeseemed re­
mote after population
growthand ahumming
economy broughtmore
than$1 billion of addition­
al revenueinto thestate,
but Democrats andsome
Republicans said the state
stillneeds tofindastable
source of extramoney for
roads.
Haley supports theplan

passed earlierthis month
bythe Senatethat promis­

es toset aside $400 mil­
lionfrom this year'sextra
money inthe budgetfor
roads. Critics said that
isn't enough moneyto
widen highwaysinarap­
idlygrowing stateand that
the money isonly guaran­
teedfor a year.Similar
promises toput money

SEE ROADS,8A

ROADS
FROMPAGE3A
into education andlocal
government havenot been
kept.
Inhis letter, Lucas said

the Housewill either
agree totheSenate billor
justpass an amendment to
changethe way theDe­
partment ofTransporta­
tion isrun andsend that
back totheSenate. The
Senatebill allows the
governor tonameall eight
members ofthe DOT
board andthe board then
topick asecretary torun

the agency.
The Housewill take up

roadsafter dealing with
the budgetnext weekand
taking atwo­week break
after Easter.Lucas, whose
district includespart of
LancasterCounty, asked
the governor forpatience.
"We appreciate you

respecting ourlegislative
responsibilitiesby reserv­
ingjudgment until after
the Househas beengiven
anecessary amount of
time toreviewthe Senate
amendment,"Lucas wrote
inhis letteralso signed by

Majority LeaderBruce
Bannister and stateRep.
Gary Simrill,R­Rock Hill,
who spent months putting
together theHouse roads
plan.
Haley said Wednesday

the Houseneeds totake
upthe Senateplan now,
wondering ifthe 124
House members, whose
seats are allupfor re­
election this year,were
waiting until filingfor the
primary ends March30
beforedealing with roads.
"The Senatebillis much

strongerthanthe House
bill,"Haley said.
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OUR VIEW

No tax break needed
for military retirees
By The Herald Editorial Board

Many conservatives like
to say that, when it comes
to promoting economic
growth, government
should not pick winners
and losers. But those who

favor a special income tax
exemption for military
retirees in South Carolina
are doing just that.
Gov. Nikki Haley's bud­

get proposal for 2016­2017
includes a one­year, $9.8
million tax cut for military
retirees as an incentive for
more of them to move to
the state. This is the first
cut in a proposed three­
year phase­in that, when
finalized, would cost the
state $33 million a year.
The proposal passed

unanimously in the S.C.
House last year but went
nowhere in the Senate.

Supporters will lobby sen­
ators again this session to
pass the measure.
Haley argues that at­

tracting military retirees in
their mid­40s and 50s to

the state would produce a
valuable talent pool. She
argues that the state
would benefit from in­

come produced by the
retirees' second jobs, their
economic activity, in­
cluding purchases of
homes, autos and other
big­ticket items, and in­
come from spouses and
other family members.
Within a decade, sup­

porters assert, the benefits
would outpace the initial
costs of the tax cut.

Eighteen other states
offer full state income tax

exemptions for military
retirement money. Anoth­
er 16 states offer a partial
exemption.
But while that benefit

might be a reason retirees
choose to move to one

state or another, we doubt
it is the only one. Military
retirees, like others in that
age group, have to consid­
er a variety of factors,
including climate, overall
cost of living, quality of
schools, availability of
recreational opportunities,
cultural activities and
others.

South Carolina already
excels in a number of

those categories. It is
questionable whether
offering a costly income
tax exemption to one
group would significantly
enhance retirees' migra­
tion to the state.

Under Haley's proposal,
military retirees would be
the winners. The rest of

the state's taxpayers, who
would somehow have to
make up the lost $33 mil­
lion annually, would be
the losers.

Haley's proposal to give
tax relief to former mil­

itary personnel comes on
the heels of a demand that

the Legislature match any
increase in the state's
gasoline tax with a cut the
state's top income tax rate
to 5 percent from 7 per­

cent over a 10­year period.
When fully phased in by
2025, that would deplete
state revenues by about
$1.4 billion a year, with
most of the benefits going
to the state's wealthier
taxpayers.
The state Senate is con­

sidering a proposal to use
$400 million next year in
general fund revenues to
pay for a fraction of need­
ed road repairs rather than
increase the gas tax. How
is the state supposed to
take care of all its pressing
needs, including the man­
date to provide equal
access to a quality educa­
tion for all children in the

state, if it continually
depletes its sources of
revenue?

Military retirees un­
doubtedly are a deserving
group who have served
their country, often for
decades. But one could

ask whether other groups
might also be deserving of
tax breaks ­ police, fire­
fighters, teachers, rescue
workers.

Singling out one group
for special tax privileges is
a slippery slope.
This military­friendly

state already is home to
thousands of military
retirees. Many of them, we
suspect, would be willing
to continue to pay taxes
like everyone else ­ espe­
cially if it would result in
fixing the state's roads.
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ENVIRONMENT

Inmajor reversal, Obama
backs offplans to allow
Atlantic offshore drilling
BY VERABERGENGRUEN

McClatchy WashingtonBureau
WASHINGTON

The Obamaadminis­
trationsaid Tuesday itwill
not allowoffshore drilling
inthe southeastAtlantic
Ocean–asignificantre­
versal fromitsoriginal
planand amajor victory to
coastal communitiesand
environmental activists
who foughtthe proposal.
Opponents galvanized

around the issuelast year
after the BureauofOcean
andEnergy Management
released a draftof the
5­year planthat included
leasingwaters off the
coasts ofSouth Carolina,
NorthCarolina, Georgia
andVirginia in2021.
Claire Douglass,the

environmental group
Oceana's campaigndirec­
torfor climate and energy,
said the news wasamajor
victory.
"This isahuge win,not

onlyfor the Atlantic
Oceanbut for the process
that it fostered," shetold
McClatchy."At the begin­
ning,the Obamaadminis­
trationmade itclearthey
wanted tohearfrom the
public andstakeholders
that this would impactthe
most,and it'sclearhe
listened."
The WhiteHouse on

Tuesday said the Interior
Department received
morethan 1million com­
ments onthe proposed
draft.
InSouth Carolina, 23

municipalities represent­
ingevery coastal townand
city inthestate formally
opposedoil exploration off
their coastline.Acoalition
of morethan400small
businessescalled onGov.
Nikki Haley toreverse her
support foroil exploration,
which shehassaid will
bringjobs andenergy
independence.
Haley calledTuesday's

decision"just another
disappointmentfrom
D.C."
"It'snot somethingthat

we wereexcitedto see,
but not somethingthat
really surprises me,tosee
themturn around and pull
the rugoutfrom under
us," shesaid. Openingthe
coast tooil exploration
wasn't justabout jobs but
also energyindependence,
andthe stategovernment
wouldn't havesupported
any movestoharm the
coast,she said.
"Tourism is toohuge to

SouthCarolina totake
that chance," Haley said.
Butother S.C. lawmak­

ers welcomedthe deci­
sion.
"This isfantastic news

for thecoast of South
Carolina," said Rep.Mark
Sanford,R­S.C., whose 1st
Congressional District
runs alongnearlythe
entire lengthof thePal­
metto Statecoastline.
"Residentsalong ourcoast
should beproudofthe
way theyunited onthis
issueand sentacompell­
ingmessageto Washing­
ton."
Sanford also praised

localactivists, sayingina
Facebook post Tuesday
that justthis weekend, he
had riddenhisbike near
the beachand hadseen
residents' "Don't Drill
SC"yard signs.
Inthe InteriorDepart­

ment's five­yearplan
announced onTuesday,
there are13 potential
offshore leasesales for
drilling exploration; allof
themare inthe Gulfof
Mexico or offthe coast of
Alaska. Noneis inthe
Atlantic "due tocurrent
market dynamics, strong
localopposition and con­
flicts withcompeting com­
mercial andmilitary ocean
uses,"the department
said.

Tuesday's announce­
ment was adisappoint­
ment tooil companies and
the governors ofVirginia,
NorthCarolina, South
Carolina andGeorgiawho
had enthusiastically sup­
portedoffshore drilling on
their coasts,which they
said would createthou­
sands ofjobs andbillions
inrevenue fortheir states.
"This isnot how you

harness America's eco­
nomicand diplomatic
potential," said American
PetroleumInstitute Presi­
dent andCEO Jack Gerard
inastatementon Tues­
day's release.He said the
decision wouldincrease
energycosts and hurt
growthin jobsandin­
vestment.
Inthe pastyear, more

than100 municipalities
alongthe Atlantic Coast–
fromsmall beachtowns to
the coastalcities of Savan­
nah,Ga., Charlestonand
Myrtle Beach–formally
opposedoffshore drilling,
despite aproposed 50­
milebuffer alongthe
coastline.
Local businessleaders

alongthe coastlinesaid
the offshoreplan could
threaten thebeaches that
drawmillions of tourists
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every year,aswell as fish­
eries andthe larger ocean
economy. Environmental­
istsexpressed concerns
about marine lifeand the
possibility ofadisaster
similar tothe2012Deep­
water Horizonoil spillin
the Gulfof Mexico.
There also was opposi­

tion froman unlikely
place:the Pentagon,
which conducts livetrain­
ingexercises, military
maneuvers and missile
tests offthe same coast­
line. The Washington Post
firstreported thePenta­
gon's opposition. The
military hasseveral major
basesalong thecoastline,
including Marine Base
Camp LejeuneinNorth
Carolina, and NavalSta­
tion NorfolkandNaval Air
Station Oceana inVirgin­
ia.
On acall with reporters

onMonday, oil industry
leaderssaid allowing ac­
cesstodevelop energy
offshore resources is crit­
ical if theUnited States
wants toreduce itsde­
pendence onforeign oil.
"This isAmerican ener­

gy security, Americanjobs
and U.S.government
revenuetied upby politi­
cal redtape," said Erik

Milito,director ofup­
stream andindustry oper­
ations at theAmerican
PetroleumInstitute, add­
ingthat "offshore drilling
is safernow thanever
before."
"The new five­yearplan

will determinewhether
these stateswill jointhe
American energyrevolu­
tion or continue tositon
the sidelines," hesaid.
Supporters of theorigi­

nal leasingplan said Tues­
daythat tourism, fishing
and militaryactivity can
coexist and even benefit
fromoffshore drilling, and
they blamedenviron­
mentalists foralarmist
rhetoric.
"It is downrightshame­

ful howradical groups
used scaretacticsto
spread misleadingand
outright false information
tocommunities across the
Atlantic coast," Rep.Jeff
Duncan,R­S.C., an inland
lawmaker who isco­chair­
man ofthe Atlantic Off­
shore Energy Caucus,said
in a statement.
Offshore drilling ad­

vocates, including state­
wide elected leaders, on
Tuesday said that with
this step, the Obamaad­
ministration isfailing to

present a seriousplanto
meetthe country's energy
needs incomingdecades.
Offshore drilling could

beakeyenergy issuein
this year'spresidential
election.Republican can­
didates for presidenthave
expressed support for
increasing alldrilling,
while Democratic candi­
datesHillary Clintonand
BernieSanders haveop­
posed offshoredrilling,
especially alongthe Atlan­
tic coast.
"The exclusionguaran­

tees that domestic energy
policy will beamajor issue
inthe presidentialelec­
tion,and underscores the
criticalneed for thenomi­
nees of bothparties to
bringforward thoughtful,
intellectually seriousener­
gy policies,"said Consum­
er Energy Alliancepresi­
dent DavidHolt inastate­
ment onTuesday.
The new five­yearplan

may not befinalized until
Obamaleaves office,put­
ting even morepressure
oncandidates running to
succeed himto clarify
their energyplans.
Morethan3billion

barrels ofoil are recover­
ableonthe outer conti­
nental shelf, alongwith

more than30trillion cubic
feet ofnatural gas,accord­
ingtothe InteriorDepart­
ment.

CassieCope of The State in
Columbia, and John
Murawski ofThe News &
Observer inRaleigh,N.C.,
contributedto thisreport.
WhiteHouse correspondent
AnitaKumar contributed
from Washington.

''THISISFANTASTICNEWSFORTHE
COASTOFSOUTH
CAROLINA.
RESIDENTSALONG
OURCOAST
SHOULDBE
PROUDOFTHE
WAYTHEYUNITED
ONTHISISSUE
ANDSENTA
COMPELLING
MESSAGETO
WASHINGTON.
U.S. Rep. Mark Sanford,
R­S.C.
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''THISISAMERICANENERGYSECURITY,AMERICANJOBSANDU.S.GOVERNMENTREVENUETIEDUPBYPOLITICALREDTAPE.
Erik Milito,AmericanPetroleum Institute

+

APFILE PHOTO 2008

TheChevronGenesis OilRigPlatform is seenintheGulfof MexiconearNewOrleans.
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Legislature
needs to
reform
ethics law

Ethics reform has been

one of Gov. Nikki Haley's
priority legislative issues
for several years, and each
year, the Legislature has
arrived and departed Co­
lumbia without addressing
the state's weak and vague

ethics law.
South

Carolina is

graded a
shameful D­,
and 36th

nationally, in
the State

Integrity Investigation's
most recent assessment of

state governments' ac­
countability and transpar­
ency laws and systems.
The General Assembly's

refusal to strengthen the
ethics law reinforces citi­

zens' belief that legislators
are watching out for them­
selves instead of those who
elected them.

Politicians don't appear
to share the public's saga­
cious interest in integrity

and accountability. Other­
wise, ethics reform would
have occurred long ago.
Will this be the year that

the Legislature does the
right thing for its constitu­
ents? There's still time, but
will it happen?
An elected official's

position is always tempo­
rary. People's perception of
whether officials are good
stewards of the public's
trust ultimately determines
how long they remain on
the job. In putting ethics
reform on the back burner

year after year, elected
officials are destroying the
public's trust in them.
They're also losing future
votes.

­ Linda C. Gamble
Lexington
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Upstate senator complains of
group's ethics bill campaign
TIM SMITH
TCSMITH@GREENVILLENEWS.COM

COLUMBIA ­ Senate Judi­
ciary Committee Larry Martin
of Pickens says a group's cam­
paign against a pending ethics
bill has gone too far.
Martin told the Senate

Thursday that the same group
and tactics used to defeat any
increase in the gas tax are being
used by the group to attack a
pending ethics bill dealing with
income disclosure by lawmak­
ers and who would investigate
ethics complaints against them.
The bill is the latest version

of ethics reform, an issue that
Gov. Nikki Haley and GOP leg­
islative leaders say they want
enacted but which has failed to
pass in years of attempts.
Martin took to the floor

Thursday and said the group is
putting out misinformation,
which he called a "smear" cam­
paign against him and against
the ethics bill.
Martin said the group called

into his district, encouraging
citizens to call him about ethics

legislation he said the group is
claiming would gag citizens
from talking to lawmakers. He
said the group also is claiming
the bill would allow "politicians
to police themselves for corrup­
tion, make it easier for politi­
cians to hide who pays them,"
and "expose you to intimidation
by powerful politicians."

"It's the most ludicrous piece
of information I have ever seen
go out," he said.

He said the campaign, which
has been picked up by talk radio
in Greenville, is being used in
other senators' districts as well.
Republicans and Democrats

in the chamber defended Mar­
tin in the attacks, and some said
the attacks will continue until
lawmakers pursue legislation
requiring the disclosure of do­
nors to such groups.

Senate President Pro Tempo­
re Hugh Leatherman called
such misinformation "smut."
Dave Schwartz, state direc­

tor of the South Carolina chap­
ter for Americans For Prosper­
ity, issued a statement to The
Greenville News about the sena­
tors' remarks.
"The threatening and intimi­

dating remarks made today are
exactly why citizens are calling
them about these unethical
bills," he said. "Larry Martin
and Hugh Leatherman have
been powerful politicians for
more than 30 years – it's no sur­
prise they want to pass laws that
will protect the political class at
the expense of hard­working
taxpayers."

The bill in question, which is
next in line for debate after a
bill dealing with refugees,
would send ethics investiga­
tions of lawmakers to the State
Ethics Commission, instead of
by each chamber's ethics com­
mittees as is now done. Those
committees, however, would

See ETHICS, Page 9A

Ethics
Continued from Page 3A
still decide what punish­
ment, if any, would be giv­
en to the offending law­
maker.
The bill also would re­

quire the disclosure of
private sources of income
in addition to public
sources, but not amounts
of income from private
sources. Exempted from
disclosure would be in­
come pursuant to court or­
ders, from savings ac­
counts and investments.
The South Carolina

Policy Council has criti­
cized the bill for its

changes in what would
have to be disclosed in
public income.
Various other ethics

bills dealing with other
parts of the House­passed
legislation sit on the Sen­
ate calendar but are not
set for debate. Among
them is a bill dealing with
disclosure of donors for
so­called independent
committees, groups that
are involved in the politi­
cal process.
Martin said one aim of

the group's campaigning
in his district is the inde­

pendent committee bill,
though that is not part of
the bill up for debate.
"Why in the world

would someone put out
that this would trample on
their constitutional
rights?" he asked. "What
is it they are after? They
are obviously out to do me
some political harm."

Martin said this type of
campaign "makes serving
in public office and trying
to do the right thing ex­
tremely difficult."
"It's extremely frus­

trating when you are char­

acterized in such a way,"
he said. "This is not right.
This is not about good gov­
ernment. This is not even
close. Common decency
would suggest you at least
get close to what's in that
bill."
Martin said it's almost

reached the point now
that senators are discour­
aged from doing anything
that might possibly run
afoul of the group.

"I'm not going to be in­
timidated," Martin said.
"This body is going to
have the opportunity to
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debate ethics reform as it
is embodied in this bill."
Some Democrats said

they want to see the inde­
pendent committee bill
brought up for debate.
Martin said he thought it
ought to be part of the bill
that's set for debate but
isn't.
"It bothers me when

people come into our dis­
tricts and do these kind of
things and feed our con­

stituents things that
aren't true," said Sen.
Thomas McElveen, a
Sumter Democrat. "I
think as long as we allow
these things to work, they
are going to keep doing
it."

Sen. Brad Hutto, an Or­
angeburg Democrat, said
the information campaign
by the group worked with
the gas tax issue "so why

won't they keep trying it
again?"
"The senator from

Pickens, there is no more
honorable person serving
up here and he does not
deserve this," Hutto said
of the information being
spread. "This is absolute­
ly untrue. The point is,
we're going to let this hap­
pen again and again if we
don't stand up and say it's
time for this to stop."

Hutto said it's fair for
any group to wage a cam­
paign on an issue but "just
disclose who you are."
Martin said whoever is

putting out the misinfor­
mation "has the First
Amendment right to lie.
This is America. You can
do whatever you want.
You know what? You
ought to at least know
who's doing the lying and
who's paying for it."
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Haley to deliver
keynote speech
AMANDA COYNE
THE GREENVILLE NEWS

Gov. Nikki Haley will deliver the keynote address
at the Tennessee Republican Party's annual States­
men's Dinner.
The speaking spot is one that has been occupied

by former presidential contenders Gov. Jeb Bush in
2015 and Gov. Chris Christie in 2014, as well as Presi­
dent George W. Bush and Vice President Dick Che­
ney. The state party's announcement of Haley's
speech noted that she is "routinely mentioned as a
potential 2016 vice­presidential candidate for the
Republican Party."
Speculation has swirled that Haley has been on

the vice­presidential shortlist since June, when Ha­
ley implored the General Assembly to vote to re­
move the Confederate battle flag from State House
grounds after nine black parishoners were mur­
dered at the Emanuel AME Church in Charleston by
an apparent white supremacist. She has routinely
demurred when asked if she would accept the nomi­
nation.

Sen. Marco Rubio, whom Haley endorsed in South
Carolina's GOP presidential primary,said the even­
tual nominee should consider Haley as a potential
running mate. After Rubio dropped out of the presi­
dential race Tuesday, Haley, when asked, said she
would support Sen. Ted Cruz for the nomination.
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OTHERVOICES

Puttinggovernorin chargeis risky, butsafer thanalternative
ByCindi Ross Scoppe

StateSen.JoelLourie andIhave
beenhaving arunning conversa­
tionabout myinsistence onturn­
ingcontrolof the Transportation
Department over tothegovernor.
Hereminds methat this gover­

nor–like herpredecessor –has
overseendisasters at theagencies
shealready controls andthe dis­
membermentof ourenvironmental
protectionsat an agencyshe only
tangentiallycontrols. I sayvoters
willnever make better choices
untilthey have tolive with the
consequencesof those choices.
Hesays that might befine ifwe

lived inapurple state, but sincethe
Republicanis always goingtobe
elected,there'sno accountability. I
quote LindsayGraham,who until
recentlysaidofthe president's
Supreme Court nominees,"Elec­
tionshave consequences."
Onenight last week, Joelsent

meanemail linkingtonews about
thedisaster engulfing the Depart­
mentof Juvenile Justice andask­
ing,simply: "Andwe wantanother
cabinetagency??"
It'satoughtime tobelievein

checksandbalances andletting
thestate's chief executive execute
thelaws. Again.
We'vebeen herebefore.We've

lived throughdeadbabies that the
Department ofSocial Services
didn'thave timetocheck backin
onandastatefull ofstolen tax
recordsat theRevenue Depart­
mentand the TBdebacleat
DHEC,which isn't aCabinet agen­
cybut whosedirector at thetime
actedas thoughit were. We
watchedGov. Nikki Haley burn
throughtwodirectors ofthe De­
partmentof Employment and
Workforce andtwoat the Trans­
portationDepartment, whereshe
canhire andfire thedirector, but
theLegislature's commissioncan
derailthat director's efforts.
Eachtime, opponents ofexec­

utiveauthority said,essentially, "I
toldyou so." This,they said, iswhy

thegovernor shouldn't beable to
hireand fireagency directors, or at
leastnot any more agencydirec­
tors.
It'sacompelling argument.Until

youflip it around. Untilyou ask,
"What'sthe alternative?"
Formuchof SouthCarolina's

history,the official alternative has
beenfor the Legislature tobein
charge ofstateagencies. Butsince
atleast the 1970s,when govern­
ment became toobigand complex
forahandfulof all­powerfullegis­
lativeleaders topersonally over­
see, thereal alternative hasbeen
forno onetobeincharge. Or no
onewhois even indirectly account­
able tothevoters.
Thealternative has beenfor

legislatorstoappoint peoplethey
can'tthenunappoint (as isstill the
case atthe Transportation Depart­
ment),andfor those part­time
commissionerstohire andfire the
agencydirectors. Insome cases,
thegovernor appointed the boards,
but alsowithout the authority to
removethemwhen they drovethe
agencyinto aditch.
Sometimesthe directorsdid a

greatjob.Sometimes theydid a
lousyjob.
There weredead babies atDSS

backwhen the Legislature'scom­
mission rantheplace. The Depart­
ment ofWorkforce and Employ­
ment wascreated fromthe ashes
ofthe EmploymentSecurity Com­
mission,which imploded under the
direction ofthe Legislature'scom­
missioners.Wehad abuseswhen
Juvenile Justicewas runby com­
mission instead ofaCabinet secre­
tary.
Anyone whothought turning

controlof those agenciesover to
thegovernor would make allthe
problemsgo away wasn't paying
attention.The form ofgovernment
doesn'tcreate or eliminate prob­
lems.The formof government
makes it easieror more difficult to

correctproblems. The formof
government makes iteasier or
moredifficult for the voterstohold
electedofficialsaccountablewhen
problemsaren't corrected.
Idon't expect government to

operateperfectly, anymorethanI
expect perfectionfrom TimeWar­
neror mycreditcard companyor
thebusiness that mowsmylawn.
WhatIexpect isfor mygovern­

ment toavoiddoing thingsthat
any reasonable person should
knowwill causeproblems,and to
act quicklytocorrect problems
whenthey occur.
Itis deeplydisturbing tolearn

that gangshave started three riots
ineight months atthe Department
ofJuvenile Justice'smain facility
andleft other juvenilesand staffin
fearfor their lives.
Itis moredisturbing because of

thesimilarity tothe problem at
DSS: The agencyhas allowedvul­
nerablechildren forwhose well­
being thestatehas assumed
responsibilitytobeput at grave
risk.
Itis moredisturbing because of

thesimilarity tothe problem at the
Revenue Department:Avital posi­
tionrelated tothe breachwas left
vacant.At Revenue,hackers had
their waywith ourpoorly secured
taxinformation duringayear when
thejob ofcomputer­security direc­
torremained vacant. AtJuvenile
Justice,gangsseized afoothold in
ayear with nogang­intervention
specialist or rapid­response team
andthree years –three years–with
nopolice chief.At aprison.
Westillknowmuch less thanwe

don'tknowabout thesituation at
theDepartment of Juvenile Justice.
Butit seemsclearthat either the
governor isnot payingclose
enough attention toan agencywith
theconstant potential for con­
vulsive problemsor else she's be­
ingmisled byherdirector.
Oursaving graceis that wehave

given thegovernor the powerto
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correcteither problem. Shehasto
dothat. Now.
Scoppewriteseditorials and col­

umns forThe State. Reachher at
cscoppe@thestate.comfollow her on
Twitter @CindiScoppe.
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Civilrightstourcomes amid
heated politicalclimate
BY MEGKINNARD
Associated Press
COLUMBIA
Civil rightsmovement

veteransand U.S. Reps.
Jim Clyburnand John
Lewis are leadingmore
thanadozen membersof
Congress onathree­day
historyand racerelations
tour ofSouth Carolina,
culminating Sunday with
servicesat the Charleston
church wherenine black
parishioners were gunned

down last
June.
The event

comes dur­
ingthe
vitriolic and
sometimes
violent
presidential
campaign

seasonthat has seen
blacks andwhites face off
at rallies forRepublican
Donald Trump. Just 150
milesaway inFayetteville,
N.C.,awhite Trumpsup­
porter wascaptured last
weekon videopunching a
black protesterwho was
being escortedfrom a

NorthCarolina rally.
Both Democrats and

Republicans arepart of
the civilrightstour,in­
cluding GOPSouth Car­
olinaSens.Tim Scottand
LindseyGraham, a one­
timecandidate for presi­
dent.
Organizers hopethe

Pilgrimage toSouthCar­
olinathat started Friday
will bean exerciseinfor­
givenessand strength ina
statewhose reactionto
last summer's violence at
Emanuel AME Churchhas
been heldout bysome as
amodel of howtohandle
raciallycharged situations.
"Idon't thinkthere's

any room inoursociety,
whether inamovement in
apolitical campaign, for
violence," said Lewis,who
recalled 1961,when he
was beaten andleft bloody
inaGreyhoundbus sta­
tion inRock Hill during
civil rightsprotests. Ulti­
mately, oneof themen
who hadbeaten Lewis,
former KuKlux Klan

memberElwin Wilson,
came toWashingtonand
sought hisforgiveness in
2009.
"Isaid, I acceptyour

apology, I forgive you.…It
is timefor allof us tolay
down theburden of divi­
sionincivil rightsand
create alovingcommuni­
ty,"Lewis said.
Afterthe June 17slay­

ings–in whichthe suspect
is awhite manwho had
expressed support for
white supremacyand the
Confederate flag –rela­
tives of thenine people
killed expressed forgive­
nessfor Dylann Roof, with
somesaying theywould
pray for him. Gov.Nikki
Haley hasfrequently ex­
pressed prideat how the
statedidn't devolve into
riots, like other places
haveexperienced after
shootings inthe pasttwo
years.
The Faith andPolitics

Institute hasheld such
bipartisan eventsinfive

southern statessince
1998.
Clyburn isthe firstblack

congressman from South
Carolina sinceRecon­
struction, andScottis the
firstblack U.S. senator
fromthe DeepSouth since
Reconstruction. Lewis, a
veteranof the civilrights
movement ofthe 1960s,
sufferedaskull fracture
duringthe march inSel­
ma, Alabama,morethana
half­century ago.
Taking abreakfrom

partisan politicsinthe
contentious presidential
election year,the group is
visiting churches inthe
Columbia areaas wellas
the site ofthe Orangeburg
Massacre wherethree
students were killed dur­
ingaprotest ofasegre­
gatedbowling alleyin
1968.
They will also discuss

the effect ofthe Char­
leston church shootings,
andworship at Emanuel
AME onSunday.

Clyburn
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CourtesyRobertE.McNair Papers,South Caroliniana Library,University ofSouth Carolina

NationalGuardtroops create aroad blockinOrangeburgafterthekillings ofthree
SouthCarolinaState studentsin1968.
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ANDY BURRISS aburriss@heraldonline.com

U.S. Rep. John Lewis,D.­Ga,left, talkswithElwin Wilsonof RockHillinLewis'Washington,D.C.,office inFebruary 2009beforetapingatelevision
interviewwith"GoodMorningAmerica."
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EDITORIAL

Government should
be transparent
T???????????????????????????????

order of business with any elected
????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????

of business should be transparency, not dirty­
glass transparent, but as crystal clear as your
grandma's living room window transparent.
???????????????????????????????????????

public are their customers. They serve us.
They use our money to conduct our busi­
ness.
??????????????????????????????????????????????

police their actions, it's the public's right to
???????????????????????????????????????????
And we shouldn't have to take elected of­

??????????????????????????????????????????
S.C. Rep. Bill Taylor, R­Aiken, is once

again championing the cause of a bill that
would reform South Carolina's Freedom of
Information Act, or FOIA. The bill was ap­
proved by the Senate Judiciary Committee
with a 17­1 vote Tuesday. Sen. Tom Young,
R­Aiken, and Sen. Shane Massey, R­Aiken,
voted in favor of the bill.
Last year, the same bill died in the Sen­

ate despite Taylor's best efforts, but 2016 is
???????????????????????????????????????????
again.
"This is truly a people's bill," said Taylor.

"This allows for citizens and the press, of
course, to use the Freedom of Information

Act as it should be used where they are able
to have full transparency of government, be
able to get information from government
easily and inexpensively."
If the FOIA bill passes, it would cut the

time for receiving a requested response for
information from 15 days to 10 days, create
two sets of time limits in which government
bodies would have to produce records, and
???????????????????????????????????????????­
tion Act Review within the Administrative
Law Court.
????????????????????????????????????­

??????????????????????????????????????????
Taylor said circuit court could be costly and
take years. Money spent on attorney's fees
???????????????????????????????????????????
a road or two.
According to Taylor, this FOIA bill has

?????????????????????????????????????????
times and has had nearly 20 hearings.
"It is one of the most thoroughly vetted

bills that we've been through," he said.
????????????????????????????????????????????

Sen. Margie Bright Matthews, D­Colleton,
???????????????????????????????????????????
person can basically block and stop the work
that has progressed through 20 hearings.
Matthews won the District 45 seat in a spe­

cial election after the death of Sen. Clementa
Pinckney.
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Taylor said the FOIA bill is about regular
citizens having access to materials from a
government they pay for.
"It's the people's government, and they

have a right to know," Taylor said last year
when the bill failed to make it to Gov. Nikki
Haley's desk.
Taylor feels hopeful the FOIA bill will per­

severe, but if it doesn't this time, you can rest
assured he'll be back next year.
The Statehouse needs more people like Bill

Taylor, Tom Young and Shane Massey, who
promote the public's right to know. Six years
is too long to wait to see the right thing done.
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