
Haleysurveysdamage,stops
inConwaytoaddressflooding
BY AUDREY HUDSON

ahudson@thesunnews.com

CONWAY

Gov.Nikki Haley conduct­
ed an aerial tourof Horry
County onWednesdayand
afterwards warned localsto
beprepared for a second
onslaught of floodwaters
when the WaccamawRiver
crests.
"When we flewover,I

couldsee it coming," Haley
saidduring anewsconfer­
ence at thecounty'semer­
gency operations centerin
Conway.

"Youcouldjust seethe
water rising,moving in
(this) direction.We're
watching alotof water
come throughthe Midlands
–alotof what wehad inthe
Midlandsis nowcoming
downyour way,"Haley said.
"Wejust wanteverybody

tobeprepared. Thereis
anotherwaveof water com­
ing,"Haley said.
Crestpredictionshave

changedthroughout the

week, butaNational Weath­
erService officialsurveying
thedamage heresaidthe
riverwill hit 16.1 feetlate
Wednesdaynight into
Thursdaymorning.
Itcouldtake aweek be­

forethe floodwaters retreat,
addedSteven R.Pfaff, warn­
ingcoordination meteorol­
ogist.
Haleyand HorryCounty

CouncilChairman Mark
Lazarusadvised that resi­
dents intheConway area

shouldalso expecttosee
moreroadclosures as the
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Expect moreroad and
bridgeclosuresafterthe
WaccamawRiver crests
overnight Wednesday
. ..........................................................

Floodwaterscould takedays
torecede
. ..........................................................

National Guardand rescue
teams havebeen stationed
nearflooded communities
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HALEY
river crests.
It's notjust theflood­

covered roadsthat are the
problem, officials are also
seeingwet soil causeamul­
titude of issuesincluding
shoulders separating from
the roadsand compromised
bridges.
"Asthe water flows down,

we aredoing assessmentsof
what'ssafe, andwhat we
have saidis,when indoubt,
closeit," Haley said."So it's
going tobealittle bitof an
inconvenience for awhile,
but it won'tlast long.I'd
rather knowthat those roads
aresafe."
Atleast 15 fatalitieshave

beenreported statewide,
somefrommotorists at­
tempting todrivethrough
roadsthat were blockedfor
safety reasons.
"Iknowthis seemsin­

convenient,but the cones

andbarriers are therefor a
reason, wereally needpeo­
ple torespectit,"Haley
said."Wedon't wanttotake
any chances ofroads sink­
ing."
"Wewant youtobedili­

gent, andwe wantyoutobe
smart,andwe wantyouto
understandthat we've got
anotherwave comingand
wejust needtobecareful,"
Haley said.
Nearly 5,000National

Guardsmen arebeing de­
ployedaround thestate,
manyof which canalready
beseen guardingroadways
intoflooded areas around
Conway.
Swift­waterrescue teams

areprepositioned inHorry
County,along with law
enforcement officials from
theDepartment of Natural
Resourceand SLED.
Evacuations arestillvol­

untary,but worsening con­

ditionscouldwarrant a
mandatoryorder insome
low­lyingareas alongthe
river.
"Thisshould not benor­

mal day­to­day routines
yet,"Haley warned."You
needtoget all yourimpor­
tantthings inonespot,and
ifyoucan, staywith a friend

or familymember."
Lazarus saidemergency

officials are stationed at
more thanadozen posts
where roadshave been
closed. Only residents who

live intheflooded areas are
being allowedintocheck on
their property, or rideout
the flood.
"It isaserioussituation

but alivable situation, and
wewill make it through,"
Lazarussaid."This is a
strong community anda
strong state, andwe willbe

betterfor it intheend."

''IKNOWTHIS
SEEMS
INCONVENIENT,
BUTTHECONES
ANDBARRIERS
ARETHEREFORA
REASON,WE
REALLYNEED
PEOPLETO
RESPECTIT.WE
DON'TWANTTO
TAKEANY
CHANCESOF
ROADSSINKING."
Gov. Nikki Haley
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JANET BLACKMONMORGANjblackmon@thesunnews.com

Todd Wood
takesaselfie
withSouth
Carolina
Governor Nikki
Haley atthe
Horry County
Emergency
Operations
Center inthe
M.L.Brown
Building in
Conway on
Wednesday.
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JANET BLACKMONMORGANjblackmon@thesunnews.com

SouthCarolina Governor NikkiHaley talksabout theneed to usecaution over the next few
daysas areariverscontinue to swellandfloodingmay worsen alongthecoast.She touredthe
countywith localofficialsandthen held a pressconferenceatthe Horry County Emergency
Operations Center in theM.L. Brown Building in Conwayon Wednesday.
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Sandbags
and rocks
reinforce
Wildewood
areadam
BY ANDREWSHAIN

ashain@thestate.com

The aftershocks from
the weekend's historic
rainstorm continuedto
shakethe Columbia area
Wednesday with more
dams breaking,more
flooding fears andmore
people dying.
Two employeesof a

Kentucky­basedcompany
who wererepairing rail­

roadtracks damaged in
the storm diedearly
Wednesday after their
vehicle becamesub­
merged infloodwaters in
lower Richland County.
The bodies of Robert

Bradford Vance,58,of
Lexington,Ky., andRicky
AllenMcDonald, 53,of
Chesapeake,Ohio, were

pulled fromthe vehicle in
CedarCreek, Richland
CountyCoroner Gary
Watts said.
Vance andMcDonald

were travelingwith three
co­workers fromajobsite
about3a.m. Wednesday
when their vehicle drove
through abarricade, near
the 2100 block of Conga­

ree Road,andfell into the
creek, whichhad washed
out theroad, Watts said.
The three otherrailroad

workerswere abletoes­
cape.
Gov.Nikki Haley and

otherofficialsissued
warnings aboutdrivers

SEE AFTERMATH, 7A
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AFTERMATH
ignoringbarricades,citing
the accident that killed
Vance andMcDonald.
"It'sclosed because

we'retrying toprotect
you,"she saidofbarricad­
ed roads.
Butaspokesmanfor R.J.

Corman, theNicholasville,
Ky.­based railroadrepair
contractor that employed
the men, disputed reports
itsworkershad ignored
safety warnings.
Therewas neithera

barricade noranysignson
the road, R.J.Corman
spokesmanNoel Rush
said.The company is
working withpublic safety
agencies todetermine
exactly whathappened, he
said.
The three survivors

were flownbackto Ken­
tucky tobereunited with
their familiesandreceive
grief counseling.
"This isavery sad,sad,

sadevent,"Rush said.
"We arevery much affect­
ed bythis. Weare praying

for thefamilyand friends
of ouremployees."
Atleast 17people have

died inSouthCarolina
since morethan2feetof
raindrenched portionsof
the stateinastorm that
hasbeen describedas a
once­in­1,000­yearevent.
Nineof thevictims died

inRichland County,which
received morerainon
Sundaythanthe previous
three monthscombined.
The floodsalso are

unearthingcaskets from
area cemeteries,Watts
said.
"We justaskthat if

anyone noticesthat, that
they callthe Sheriff's
Departmentor city Police
Department, andwe will
respondand take careof
those issuesas well,"he
said.
The coronerwould not

say wherethe unearthed
caskets are,sayinghe
wanted toavoidgenerat­
ingsightseers. As the

coffins arediscovered,
they arebeing moved to
county facilitieswhere
they will beheld until
furtherarrangements can
bemade.

CONCERNS ABOUT
DAMS
Fears aboutflooding

continued morethanfour
daysafter the severerain
ended.
Waters rose onrivers

downstream fromthe
Midlands, putting commu­
nities fromConwayto
Williamsburgon alert.
Butmore flooding could

come toneighborhoods in
the Columbiaarea aswell.
Crews workedfrantical­

ly Wednesdaytoshore up
the BeaverDam Road
dam intheWildewood
community innortheast
Richland. Countyofficials
suggestedabout1,000
nearby residentsevacuate
as aprecaution, butthe
earthendam washolding
after morethan3,000

sandbagsand large rocks
were droppedinto rein­
forceit.
The potentialfailure of

the BeaverDam raised
concernsaboutflooding in
Wildewood anddown
alongJackson Creek,
which leads into Arcadia
Lakes andForest Acres.
Still, aseventhdam

broke inRichlandCounty
onWednesday ­Ulmers
Pond onMill Creek in
southeast Columbia.
Statewide,14 dams have

been breachedinRich­
land, Lexington,Aiken,
Orangeburgand Lee
counties. Morethan60
are beingmonitored.
Richland Countyhas

twodams underobserva­
tion forpossible breachin
the Sandhillsarea ­
Woodlake,also known as
Legion Lake,andBriar­
cliffe.
Haley andthe head of

the stateagency that reg­
ulatesdams saidWednes­
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daythey will examine
what happened atthe
breachedand whether
moremoney needs tobe
spent oninspectionsafter
the storm recoveryefforts.
SouthCarolina spent
$200,000on thesafety of
morethan 2,300damsin
2013.
"We havedonean out­

standing job,"saidCathe­
rineHeigel, directorof the
S.C Departmentof Health
andEnvironmental Con­
trol, which regulatespri­
vate dams.
Haley saidthe focus

should beonthe small
portion ofdams that failed
duringahistoric storm.
"It'samazing we havenot
had moreissuesthanwe
had," shetold reporters.
Haley spokeas Craig

Fugate, administratorof
the FederalEmergency
Management Agency,
visited Columbiaon
Wednesday.
Another Obamaadmin­

istrationofficial, Home­
land SecuritySecretary Jeh
Johnson, will visitColum­
biaand CharlestonFriday
toview damageand re­

covery effortsFriday.

WATER,ROADWOES
CONTINUE
As Haley spoke,the city

of Columbiacontinued to
work torestore water
serviceafter rainruptured
lines.
About 5,000house­

holdswere without water
Wednesday,down from
morethan 40,000the
daybefore.But thecity
asked customers tocon­
serve waterwhilerepair
effortscontinue.
Crews continued totry

tofix a60­foot breachin
the ColumbiaCanaldike,
which threatens theoper­
ation ofanearby Colum­
biawatertreatment plant.
A secondsection ofthe

canal's dike collapsed
Wednesday,stalling repair
effortsthat included drop­
ping 1­tonsandbags neara
breach.
The breach inthecanal

forced cityofficial tostart
building atemporary boul­
derdam tocreateareser­
voir inthe canal.The
reservoirwould raise the
waterlevel sothe city

waterplant cancontinue
providing watertoabout
188,000customers in
Columbia andlower Rich­
land County.
Inneighborhoods, crews

havestarted pickingup
storm debris.
Columbia begancollec­

tion Wednesdayand will
resume garbagecollection
Thursday.Richland Coun­
tyresumedgarbage col­
lectionWednesday. Lex­
ingtonCounty isproviding
extratrash containers to
dispose of stormdebris.
Morethan400 roads

and bridgesremained
closed across SouthCar­
olinaWednesday ­in­
cluding nearly150in
Richland andLexington
counties,accordingto the
S.C. Departmentof Trans­
portation.
A 14­mile sectionof

Interstate 95, between
Manning andSardinia,
also remainedclosed. The
sectionof I­95 between
I­20and I­26 remained
open onlytolocaltraffic.

USCHITS THE ROAD
The storm also putthe

brakeson somepopular

weekendactivities.
The S.C. Departmentof

Natural Resourcessus­
pendeddeer huntinguntil
Mondayinareas hit hard
bythe severe rainsand
flooding.
And the Universityof

South Carolinadecided to
moveitsfootball game
Saturday toBaton Rouge,
La.,homeof this week's
opponent, LSU.The
school saidit didnot want
tostretch law enforce­
ment officerswhile they
work onflood recovery.
"We wanttodowhat's

best for ourcommunity
here inColumbia.(T)he
governor,the (USC) presi­
dent,law enforcement,
they allthink thisis the
rightthing todo,"Game­
cocks head coachSteve
Spurrier said.
"We'renot readyfor a

ballgame herethis Sat­
urday afternoon."

Staff writers Avery Wilks,
ClifLeBlanc,Cassie Cope,
Tim Flach, RoddieBurris
and theLexington (Ky.)
Herald­Leadercontributed
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TRACY GLANTZtglantz@thestate.com

Acar liesin Myers Creekin Hopkinswhere thebridge onLower Richland Boulevard
collapsed.
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THEFLOOD OF 2015

More victims,more fears
as S.C.fights floods

2railroadcompanyworkers die;officialsfocus onholding damstogether
Destruction bringsout'heartwarming'
volunteerisminColumbia,Midlands
BY SARAHELLISAND TIMFLACH

sellis@thestate.com,flach@thestate.com

"Heartbreakingand heart­
warming."
Eugenia Hardwickdescribed

at thescene aroundher ina
friend'snortheast Columbia
yard, whereheaps ofunsalvage­
ablysoakedpossessions lay
pulled fromthe house. All along
KilbourneRoad and inthe
neighborhood behindit,similar
scenes unfolded, flankedby
linesof carsthat had pulledin
justtooffer help.
Volunteerscloggedthe hard­

hit neighborhoodbordered by
GillsCreek andLake Katherine,
behindWholeFoods nearFort

Jackson, wherehistoric rainfall
this weekendcaused unprece­
dentedflooding.

Evenif thefloods didn't reach
their houses,the peopleof the
Midlandsand beyondfelt the
deeplydevastating effectsofthe
weekend's catastrophic weather.
"I'mjust amazedat allthese

peoplethat are helpingpeople
that they don'tknow, or they
didn't knowbefore,"Hardwick
said.
Sixteen­year­oldRussell

Isaacsand hisfamilywere lucky
enoughnot tofeelthe hurtof
thefloods. Buthefelt the hurtof

hiscommunity, allthe same,
andthat drove himto action.
On Wednesday,heandhis

mother,TammyNeff, rallieda
group ofboys fromthe A.C.
Flora ROTC programandthe
Columbiachapter of DeMolay,
an internationalyoung men's
organization,and descendedon
KilbourneRoad, readytoassist.
Withswarms ofothervolun­
teers,they helpedhomeowners
guttheir drenched houses.
Inthat neighborhood,flood­

SEEHELP,7A
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watersrose several feetin
many houses,even above
the roofsofsome, neigh­
bors said.
"Youreyes areopened

tohow luckyyouare,and
otherpeople weren't as
lucky," Isaacssaid."Ijust
wanted tohelp them
throughthis time of
need."
Atanews conference

Wednesday,Gov.Nikki
Haley saluted allthe
volunteerswho were
showingup todothis
kind ofwork.

Haley saidtheflood
hasbrought out"neigh­
bors helpingneighbors
andpeople helping
strangers."
"Weare peopleof com­

passion," shesaid.
MalloryGore, a17­

year­oldstudent at Ben
LippenSchool, came to
the neighborhoodat the
footof LakeKatherine
with ayouth groupfrom
Columbia'sFirstBaptist
Churchdespite hobbling
alongon acrutch.

"Ican'tdo muchphys­
ical(work),but I canhelp
brightenpeople'sday,"
shesaid.
Gorewas partof a

group that herolder sis­
ter, BrittanyHoffman,led
fromFirst Baptist in
downtown Columbia.
Hoffman saidthegroup
camebecause "the cityis
hurting."
Hoffman, ateacherin

Richland2, andmany of
theteens havethetime
offfromschool asthe city

andcounty continue to
recoverfromthe flood­
ing.
Theywere directed to

theKilbourne areaby
churchgroups who had
been checking inwith
different authorities
aboutwhere togo togive
help. Shesaid morethan
100young people from
the church spent theday
handing out drinking
water, running supplies to
different areas andhelp­
ing cleanupat homes.
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Somemembers of
downtown'sMidtown
Fellowshipforewent Bible
study tocome help clean
upthe neighborhood
instead.
"We'retrying tohelp

outanyway we can,"

GeorgeThomas said.
"Mostof us werefortu­
nateenoughnot tobe
affected."
Anothergroup came

downfrom theChristian
LifeChurch intheSt.
Andrewsarea.

"Howcan wetake it
easywhen ourcommuni­
tyissuffering?" saidSo­
nia Isom.
Another church mem­

ber, Samuel Burton,said
the work hasbeen hard,

"but this community was
hit hard."

Reach Ellis at
(803) 771­8307.
Reach Flachat
(803) 771­8483.

MATT WALSHmwalsh@thestate.com

Beverly Steinhaus hugsCarolHill,afriend who helpedcleanher houseon BurwellStreetafterit wassubmerged in floodwater. During the
flood, aboat ended upontheir front porchafteraneighbor wassaving floodvictims fromtheir homes.
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MATTWALSHmwalsh@thestate.com

WikaHemapattawee lays outphotosatafriend'shouseon KilbourneRoadthatwas submergedin waterduring theflood.
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Haleyis doing a
good jobon flood
I didnot vote for Gov.Nikki

Haley either timebecause I
didnot likeher policies. ButI
commendher forthe lead­
ershipshehasshown inboth
theCharleston massacre and
theColumbia flooding.And I
thankherfor it.

–JanetO'Keeffe
Columbia
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Forum on policing, social justice scheduled for Thursday
BY ROBERT BEHRE
rbehre@postandcourier.com

Charleston County Sheriff
Al Cannon, state Sen. Marlon
Kimpson and others will talk
about social justice and policing
issues at 6 p.m. Thursday at the
International Longshoreman's
Hall in Charleston.
The "21st Century Social Jus­

tice" forum also will include
former federal prosecutor and
New York City lawyer Quentin
Williams, and Nicole Porter
of The Sentencing Project, a

Washington­based nonprofit.
The topics are expected to

range from police body camera
legislation to civilian oversight
of law enforcement. The event
is free and open to the public.
"We want to hear from every­

day citizens, community lead­
ers, legislators and law enforce­
ment representatives alike,"
Cannon said in a statement.
Organizers said the forum
is an outgrowth of President
Barack Obama's Task Force on
21st Century Policing, which
issued an interim report just

weeks before the April shoot­
ing of Walter Scott by North
Charleston Police officer Mi­
chael Slager.
That task force was created to

increase trust between police
and the public.
Kimpson, D­Charleston, co­

sponsored legislation requir­
ing body cameras be used by
all state and local law enforce­
ment agencies ­ a bill that Gov.
Nikki Haley signed in June.
"Other hard decisions are
ahead, so we must continue
to work hard and remain vigi­

lant," said Kimpson, who has
said he wants to try to reform
South Carolina's gun laws next
year.
The forum is co­sponsored
by the Charleston County
Sheriff's Office, and Forty Six
Blue & Associates. The Inter­
national Longshoreman's Hall
is at 1142 Morrison Drive. For
more details, contact fortysix­
blue@gmail.com.

Reach Robert Behre at
(843) 937­5771 or at twitter.
com/RobertFBehre.
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Graham: S.C. flood damage could top $1 billion
BY ADAM BEAM
and MEG KINNARD
Associated Press
COLUMBIA ­ It could take
until the weekend for the
threat of flooding to ease in
storm­tattered South Caro­
lina, where a senator warned
of a potential billion­dollar
cleanup bill, two more people
died in the floodwaters and
the flagship university sent a
home football game 700 miles
away.
Rivers rose and dams bulged
as storm water from days of
heavy rains made its way to
the Atlantic Ocean, causing
a second round of flooding
downstream.
Gov. Nikki Haley paid a visit
to the coast, which she said
would still be in danger for
another 24­48 hours.
"We're holding our breath

and saying a prayer," she said.
U.S. Senator Lindsey Gra­
ham warned the disaster
could "break the bank" of fed­
eral emergency funds, possibly
topping more than $1 billion.
In another image of the
storm's otherworldly toll,
state officials said caskets have
popped out of the ground in 11
instances in six counties.
At least 19 people in South

Carolina and North Carolina
have died in the storm, while
many survivors returned
home to discover they'd lost
everything.
Wendy Dixon burst into sobs

after realizing her wedding al­
bum and dozens of photos of
her two sons and three grand­
children were destroyed.
Overcome with emotion and

barely able to walk across her
waterlogged carpet, Dixon
grasped the arm of a niece in­
side the Columbia apartment.
"Everything is gone!" she
wailed. "My clothes and all
can be replaced. But my little
things, my pictures, are all
gone."
It was another anxious day

of waiting for floodwaters to
recede around the capital city.
About 1,000 residents near the
compromised Beaver Dam
were told to evacuate Wednes­
day morning, though the or­
der was lifted several hours
later when crews shored up
the dam.
Haley said 62 dams across
the state were being moni­
tored, and 13 had already
failed.
However, she said South
Carolina was fortunate that
those represented only a small
fraction of 2,000 or so dams
regulated by the state.
At a news conference, Haley

and other officials were asked
repeatedly about whether the
state had spent enough in pre­
vious years to maintain dams
and other infrastructure.
"I think the analysis of this

can be done after" the danger
from the floods passes, she
said in one testy response.
But Graham said the federal
lifeline must be treated with
care to avoid a "pork­laden
monstrosity" like the federal
government's aid package to

the Northeast Hurricane San­
dy in 2012. He warned state
and county officials not to use
the disaster as an opportunity
to ask for money unrelated to
flood damage.
He also said it would take

weeks to get a reliable damage
assessment.
"We're talking hundreds of
millions (of dollars), maybe
over a billion," he said while
visiting a shelter in Columbia.
And in an extraordinary
move for the football­crazy
South, the University of South
Carolina announced it was
moving Saturday's football
game against No. 7 LSU some
700 miles to Baton Rouge,
Louisiana.
The university said more

than 80,000 fans expected for
the game in Columbia would
have put too much stress on
weakened infrastructure.
In the most recent storm­
related deaths, a group of
five railroad workers were in
a pickup truck when it drove
past a barricade and plunged
into the water where pavement
was washed out. Three men in
the pickup managed to get to
safety around 3 a.m. Wednes­
day and divers later found the
bodies of two men, authorities
said.
The workers were in town to

help repair washed out tracks.
Sheriff's spokesman Lt. Cur­

tis Wilson said the barricade
was in the wrong lane, but
regardless, the railroad work­

ers should not have been out
because there was a city­wide
curfew in place.
Richland County Sheriff

Leon Lott said all nine deaths
in the county have come from
people trying to drive in
flooded areas. Officers have
located the cars belonging to
several other missing people.
"I'm fearing the worst on

that," Lott said.

Flood warning
in effect
A flood warning is in ef­

fect for Berkley, Charleston
and Dorchester counties
until 2:30 p.m. Thursday,
according to the National
Weather Service in Charles­
ton.
Area emergency manage­

ment agencies are report­
ing that high water levels
and flooding is continuing.
While most flood waters
are receding, areas along
the Ashley, Edisto and
Santee rivers can expect
worsening flood levels as
the water rises.
The Weather Service

encourages anyone who
lives near a river or creek to
monitor water levels and
be prepared to evacuate if
they keep rising.
Locations that will expe­

rience flooding include
North Charleston, Summer­
ville, Goose Creek, Hana­
han, Moncks Corner, Huger
and McClellanville.
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N. Chas. residents return home
Speaking with reporters
Wednesday morning in the
Pepperhill neighborhood,
North Charleston Fire Chief
Gregory Bulanow said the city
was in recovery mode, and

working to get evacuated resi­
dents back into their homes.
Roughly 3 feet of standing

water remained in portions of
the neighborhood, which was
previously evacuated due to
the flooding, authorities said.
No burglaries have been

reported at the evacuated
homes, Police Chief Eddie
Driggers said. Residents are
encouraged to return to their
homes to begin damage as­
sessments, officials said.

­Brenda Rindge

GRACE BEAHM/STAFF

Allison Wells is overwhelmed as she moves her soaked belongings to the trash as families return to their homes after waters recede in the Pepperhill
neighborhood Wednesday in North Charleston.
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BRAD NETTLES/STAFF

Partially washed away by flooding, Dorchester Road at
Sawmill Branch Canal near Summerville remained closed
Wednesday.
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Truck driver
accused of
price gouging
volunteers
BY MELISSA BOUGHTON
mboughton@postandcourier.com

A Summerville tow­truck
operator charged nearly three
times the normal rate after
being called to remove cars
left at a gas station while vol­
unteers helped evacuate ani­
mals Saturday from a flooded
shelter, according to
Dorchester County sheriff's
deputies.
At least two people had parked

at a gas station Saturday near
the Frances R. Willis SPCA
on Four Paws
Lane in Sum­
merville to
help remove
animals dur­
ing the severe
flooding. A
station em­
ployee called
Carolina
Towing and
Recovery to
remove the vehicles.
Robert Andrew Boland, 40,

of Blue Jasmine Lane charged
$250 for towing one of the ve­
hicles. While attempting to
tow a second vehicle, a woman
showed up and he charged her
$150 to unhitch her car from
his truck, according to inves­

tigators.
A price list from the business

shows that daylight towing in
Dorchester County is $85, a
media release states.
Further investigation also

showed that the towing com­
pany did not have a valid
business license to operate in
Dorchester, according to the
Sheriff's Office.
Boland was charged with

price gouging during an emer­
gency and cited for operating
without a business license. Ef­
forts to reach the business were
not successful.
Residents and businesses

were reminded this week of a
law against price gouging that
went into effect Friday when
Gov. Nikki Haley issued a
state of emergency because of
flooding from torrential rains
and swollen rivers, according
to S.C. Attorney General Alan
Wilson.
The law remains in effect for

the next 12 days and prohibits
"unconscionable prices during
times of disaster," Wilson's of­
fice said in a written statement.
It's a misdemeanor offense that
carries a possible penalty of a
$1,000 fine and 30 days in

jail.
Wilson said that while area
residents are likely to see
neighbors and do­gooders
lending a helping hand dur­
ing the flood, they will also
see those looking to take ad­
vantage of the situation.
Residents are urged to no­

tify his office if they experi­
ence any instances of price
gouging. They can email any
examples or documentation
about likely violations to info@
scag.gov, tweet photographs or
examples on Twitter by tag­
ging @SCPriceGouging or call
(803)737­3953.
Complaints can also be filed
with the S.C. Department of
Consumer Affairs by calling
toll­free, 1­800­922­1594 or
going to consumer.sc.gov.

Boland
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Floods
don'tstop
some MB
tourists,
others still
up inthe air
Chamber,businesses
bombardedwithcalls from
beach­boundtourists
checking onconditions
...........................................................

Cancellationspouredinto
hotelslate lastweekas
weather worsened
...........................................................

Tourismleaderssaybeach is
finenow,butcheck road
conditionsalong planned
route toMyrtleBeach
BY ANGELANICHOLAS
For TheSun News

Rainy weather and flood­
ed roads did not stop some
tourists from following
through on plans to vaca­
tion at the beach this past
weekend but road condi­
tions through several states
still have tourists con­
cerned.
A group of businesswo­

men, determined to get to
the beach for some much
needed relaxation, drove
through pouring rain Sat­
urday all the way from
Ashland, Ky., to get their
vacation started.
"There were supposed to

be seven of us but three
bailed. They were afraid,"

Joyce Rakes Boggs said
Monday while enjoying a
pedicure with her friends.
Boggs said the group had
looked forward to time with
"no men, no kids" and
leaving behind hectic jobs
with long hours.
The rain did not prevent

them from enjoying their

time while it pelted Myrtle
Beach and flooded roads.
"We stayed in our pajamas
all day Sunday, cooked
dinner in, read books and
relaxed," Boggs said.
The only problems they

SEE TOURISM,11A

FROMPAGE3A

TOURISM
had encountered was when
water started pooling in the
parking lot at Pelicans
Landing and they had to
move their cars across from
their rented condominium
to a higher elevation. On
Monday, in addition to their
pedicures, the women
planned a day of shopping
and a movie in place of a
day at the beach.
"We had planned this trip

and we were not stopping,"
Boggs said. She quoted her
friend Tammy Wheeler who
said, "A bad weather day at

the beach is still better than
a day at home or work.
We'll take the hurricane."
Other vacationers were

not quite as brave as Boggs'
group. Tom Moore, general
manager of the Hampton
Inn & Suites on South
Ocean Boulevard, said he
had counted 135 cancella­
tions as of Friday afternoon
and finally lost count.
"That hurt. That was

tough. But when people see
the bad weather coming
that's what happens," he
said. Moore said everyone

who canceled received a
100 percent refund.
"We took a strong hit but

what could we do? Things
like that happen and we
don't hold them (tourists)
to it," he said. "They'll
remember us down the
road when they come
back."
Moore said some visitors

who had planned to leave
over the weekend had to
stay longer because of road
conditions. He also noted
that some of his staff could
not make it to work be­

cause they could not get
there due to the flooding.
Moore said the outlook

for this week is good and
callers were already book­
ing rooms for the Colum­
bus Day weekend. He said
the hotel as of Monday
only had 30 rooms open
out of 227. "I feel like the
way the forecast looks,
we're going to do good,"
he said.
Inquiries have poured

into the Myrtle Beach Area
Chamber of Commerce
mostly from people trying
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to determine if they should
move forward with plans to
visit the beach this week.
Chamber President Brad

Dean said from the number
of inquiries it "looks to be
a pretty busy week."
Dean said his office is

fielding calls letting poten­
tial visitors know that there
are some closures but with
sunshine expected to re­
turn, the beach is "up and
running."
"We are urging people to

take care getting here,"
Dean said. "But once they
are here their problems will
be few and far between."
The chamber, along with

Horry County officials, is
urging travelers to visit
Department of Transporta­
tion websites to get up­
dated information on road
conditions.
"They need to evaluate

the different road options
and take into consideration
closures," Dean said. He
said the chamber has been
working with a number of
groups that had meetings
or conferences planned,
working to relocate their
activities if they were
scheduled for outdoors.
"We had a large group of

Brazilian media here this
week and they've gotten to
see Myrtle Beach indoors
more than planned," he
said. "The good news is
they also spent more time

in Myrtle Beach than they
had planned."
Dean said calls coming in

to the chamber are mostly
from people trying to de­
cide whether to come or to
cancel.
"We've been telling vis­

itors all day, as long as you
can get here, you're going
to have a great time. How­
ever, the challenge is get­
ting here. They may want
to push their travel out a
day or two and look for
alternate routes," he said.
Whether to come or can­

cel is the question nagging
a group of 45 women
scheduled to attend a Pis­
gah Seventh­Day Adventist
Church retreat/vacation.
Gloria Dorsey said her
group has traveled from
just outside Washington,
D.C., for the last 15 years
to hold their retreat at
Island Vista Resort in Myr­
tle Beach.
Late Monday, the group's

leadership decided to brave
the conditions and head for
the beach, leaving on
Wednesday or Thursday.
"The resort says they are

in good shape but when
you are in leadership you
don't breathe until every­
one is back home safely,"
Dorsey said. She said that
while some of the women
fly into town, most drive
separately coming at differ­
ent times and from differ­

ent directions.
Dorsey said she had been

listening to Gov. Nikki
Haley on TV and had been
monitoring the DOT web­
sites about flooding,
downed trees and damaged
bridges across South Car­
olina.
"The other scary thing,"

she said, "is where is all
that water from Columbia
is going when it has to
move downstream toward
the ocean."
Horry County spokeswo­

man Lisa Bourcier said
while the county has "boots
on the ground" checking all
the roads, the best advice
they can offer is to visit
DOT websites for the
routes in each state that
people plan to take.
"They may need to cross

check websites to see what
roads have been impact­
ed," she said.

Angela Nicholas can be
reached at
aknicholas28@gmail.com.

''THECHALLENGEISGETTINGHERE.THEYMAYWANTTOPUSHTHEIRTRAVELOUTA
DAYORTWOANDLOOKFORALTERNATE
ROUTES.
BradDean, president ofthe MyrtleBeachArea Chamber
of Commerce
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EDITORIAL

Firstresponders,
volunteers,

deservegratitude
By theEditorial Board
As floodwaters

begin to subside
acrossthe region,
GrandStrand

residents not directly af­
fectedby historicrains
should count their bless­
ings, be patient about life
returning to normal, and,
most important, thank first
responderswho helped in
myriadways.
Those in a position to do

so, also should consider
how to help. And curiosity
seekers need to stay off
flooded roads and out of
waterlogged neighbor­
hoods.
First responders, who

have performed in the fin­
est tradition of public ser­
vice, include volunteers,
such asthosewith the
American Red Cross, as
well as professional fire­
fighters and paramedics,
law enforcement officers,
local and stateemergency
managementand utility
workers.
Red Cross volunteers

such asPaulFritchman of
Little River willbe staffing
shelters. Fritchmanwill
assist folks at Risen Christ
Lutheran Church in North
Myrtle Beach. Nanci Con­
ley, executive directorof

the Eastern S.C. Chapterof
the Red Cross, notes the
ongoing need for trained
volunteerswho respond to
home fires as well as histor­
ic rainfall and flooding.
"We need to build our vol­
unteer pool," Conley says.
By late Monday, the S.C.

Highway Patrolhad 3,196
calls forservice, including
1,112 collisions. No doubt,
some ofthosehighway
collisionsinvolved people
who ignored warnings and
were traveling when they
did not have to be on the
road.
The S.C. Department of

Natural Resourcesmade
150swift­waterrescues on
Monday, according to the
state EmergencyManage­
ment Division. On the
same day,the S.C. Army
NationalGuard flew 24
missions.
One particularly asinine

stunt,happily notrecorded
here, involvedthe Coast
Guardrescueof a man on a
jet ski. He should have to
pay thecost of his rescue
from a situation hecreated
– or spend some timein jail.
Others, such as the driver
ofthe pickup truck who
drove deliberately into

raging floodwaters in Co­
lumbia, seem determined
to prove the theoryof evo­
lution.
Warnings about road

conditions mustbe taken
seriously. Theperson who
leaves home simply to look
around, and finds himself
stalled in aflooded street,
should expect to sitsome
time in his vehicle. The S.C.
EmergencyManagement
Divisionreceived numer­
ous reportsof motorists
moving barricades from
blocked roadways.
Gov. Nikki Haley rightly

made thepoint that getting
back to normal will take
some time. Roads and
bridges mustbe inspected
and assessed for damage.
Motorists will need pa­
tience as state, county and
municipal engineers deter­
minethat roads and
bridges are safe for use
before they are reopened.
Haley said officials may err
onthe side ofcaution – and
that is how itshould be.
Perhaps the floodingwill

sharpen thefocus on the
need to adequately fund
thestate's transportation
infrastructure. Failure to
fully address theissue is a

majorshortcoming ofthe
GeneralAssembly. In 2016,
legislators and the governor
surely willhave more good
reasons to correct the sit­
uation.
Inthe aftermath ofthe

rain, as floodwatersbegin
to subside, residentsnot
seriously impacted – nearly
everyone isor will be af­
fected in some way – may
wish to help.
A cash contribution to a

voluntary organization,
such as the Red Cross, "can
be used immediately in
response to a crisis," ac­
cording to the Emergency
Management Division.
Cash "allowsorganizations
to purchase or provide
exactly what is needed,
when it isneeded and to
procure supplies nearthe
affected area."

Historicrainfallwill
continue toaffect
thousands

Return tonormal will take
weeks,or months

Thosenot seriously
impactedcan help with
contributions
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Floods, rainexpose SC's
flawed damsafetyprogram
. ..................................................................

SixRichland County dams
broke,causing death and
destruction infloods
. ..................................................................

DHEC,incharge of dam safety,
declines to comment Tuesday
. ..................................................................

Not evenawarning systemin
place
. ..................................................................

BY SAMMYFRETWELL

sfretwell@thestate.com
BY JOHNMONK

jmonk@thestate.com
COLUMBIA,SC Recent heavy

rainsand floodsacross South
Carolina that brokemultiple
dams anddestroyedhundreds ­
ifnot thousands­ofhomes
haveturned aspotlightonthe
state's damsafety program.
SouthCarolina hasfor years

had oneofthe nation's weakest
damsafety programs, consis­
tently ranking nearthebottom
of rankingsin federaland state
government reports.
In2013,thestate spent less

than$200,000 onitsdamsafe­
typrogram, employingahand­
ful ofpeople devoted specifical­
ly toinspectingandregulating
the structures.That's roughly
the sameamountthe statespent
onthe programin2010, when a
nationalreport ratedSouth
Carolina 45 th nationallyinfi­

nancial resourcescommitted to
damsafety.
LoriSpragens, executive di­

rectorof thenationalAssoci­
ation ofStateDam Safety Offi­
cials, saidresourcesfor inspect­
ingthe state's damsremain low
inSouth Carolina.All told,
SouthCarolina has2,300dams,
most ofthem privatelyowned
andmade ofearth.
"They coulddefinitely stand

tohavesome legislatorslooking

at their programandtrying to
provide somemore money,''
Spragens said,noting that ag­
gressive inspectionprograms
spot problemsindams that
couldprevent failures. "It'sa
public safetyissue. That'swhy it
is so important.''
Whetheramoreaggressive

programcouldhaveprevented
the six dambreaksin Richland
Countyand moreacross the
statethis week isuncertain. But
experts saymore aggressive
inspectionand oversightpro­
gramsimprove the chances that
dams canwithstandheavy rains
like thispast weekend's.
Failingdams were tragicthis

weekfor many RichlandCounty
residents.Hundreds of homes
sufferedmajor waterdamageor
were destroyed, andseveral
motorists weretrapped below
failingdams when theircars
were sweptaway byragingwa­
ters.Bridges onmajorthorough­
fares suchasthe DevineStreet
corridor wereclosed.
Most ofthe destruction in

Richland Countyoccured along
an an interconnected networkof
some200pondsand lakes–
each with itsowndam–known
as theGillsCreek watershed.
The watershedmeanders along

some70miles, fromthe high
groundaround theVillage at
Sandhill shoppingcomplex
down along slopetothe Conga­
ree River.Itgoes through the
U.S. Army'sFortJackson and
the citiesof Columbia,Forest
Acres andArcadia Lakes.
Until thisweek, many people

assumed that waterynetwork
was safe.
"We'regoing tohavetoreas­

sess whatis the new normal,"
saidErich Miarka,executive
director ofthe GillsCreek Wa­
tershedAssociation. He predic­
tedextreme weather eventsmay
causemore watershedproblems
ifthe county andstatedon't
beef updam safety standards.
His group advocates for aclean­
er andrestored watershed.
"Ifyoucontrol nature ­build

dams andhavelakes andhomes
inresidentialareas aroundthem
­youmayhave tobuildthe
dams toahigher standard,"
Miarka said.
Another problemthe storm

underscored isthe lack ofa
warning system tokeep people
offroads belowdams andto
evacuate residentswhen a
dam's integrityis threatened.
"Waterflows downhill –it's

not rocketscience," saidJim
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Knapp,aUniversity ofSouth
Carolina earthsciences profes­
sor.
Knapp saidhewas puzzled

that nowarning system wasin
placeto alert peopletodam
breakages.He lives inaForest
Driveneighborhood adjacentto
GillsCreek whereit flows by
TrenholmPlaza. He woke Sun­
day morning toseeariver flow­
ingacross ForestDriveand was
surprisedthat there had been no
warning.
The GillsCreek damswere

builtover many decades,mostly
byprivate developers. Theyare
mostly owned andoperated by
homeowners' association.Some
of thewaterbasin's larger dams
failed this week, officialssaid.
Richland CountyEmergency

ServicesDirector MichaelByrd
saidTuesdayafternoonthat
fourdams brokeSunday and
Monday: Cary Lake,Arcadia
Lake,Upper Rockyfordand
LowerRockyFord. LaterTues­
day, thedam at LakeElizabeth
broke. Itliesjust northof the
GillsCreek watershed, an asso­
ciationspokeswoman said.
Several otherdamswere in

danger offailinglate Tuesday,
includingashakystructure
separatingSpring Lake inForest
Acres fromForest Lake,officials
said.Stateand countyofficials
are monitoringthose dams.
Other damsthat were injeopar­
dyMondaywere BeaverDam
nearWildewood andForest
Lake,Byrd said.
However, Byrdsaidhewas

optimisticthose dams would
holdbecauselake levelswere
dropping.

Someof the damsthat have
failed areat highly visiblelakes,
which arelined with homes,
many ofthembuilt inthe1950s
and1960s andpurchasedby
people attractedtowaterfront
property.
Meanwhile, adam onFort

Jackson, Semmes Lake,also
broke. AFort Jacksonspokes­
man saidon­basedamage was
minimal:the loss ofastretch of
oneroad andminor flooddam­
age toabuilding. The U.S. Army
Corps ofEngineers willassess
how torebuildthe dam.Howev­
er,the spokesmanalso saidFort
Jackson officialsarestudying
whether thewaterfrom the
Lake Semmes'breakageended
upinthe low­lying King'sGrant
subdivisionjustoutside thefort.
Anunknown number ofhomes
were flooded inthat neigh­
borhood.
"We arelooking at that,"said

Army spokesmanPatrick Jones.
"We doknowthat would bethe
logical path forthe watertogo."
The S.C. Departmentof

Health andEnvironmental Con­
trolsaid Tuesdayit couldnot
provide recentdataaboutthe
dam safetyprogram's budget
andstaffing levelsbecauseof
the ongoingcrisis created by
this pastweekend's floods.
In2013,the damsafety or­

ganization gaveSouthCarolina
a47percent rating instatecom­
pliance with thegroup's nation­
al modelfor dam safety.The
nationalaverage was76percent,
the organization said.
Lisa Jones,aformerstate

floodplain manager andnowa
privateconsultant, said South

Carolina'sdam safetyprogram
needs improvement.Shesaid
the programis "underfunded
andoverworked.''
Jones saidmany ofthe state's

dams areagingstructures that
are "out­of­site,out­of­mind.''
Maintenanceof damsthrough

the years hasoftenfallen on
propertyowners' associations,
whose leadershavechanged
hands.As a result,experts say
those propertyowners officials
don't alwaysrealize the
responsibilitythat comes with
maintainingtheir neighbor­
hoods' dams.
Tuesdayafternoon, Gov.

Nikki Haley wasasked at anews
conference ifshe wouldpress
the GeneralAssembly todevote
morestate resourcestodam
safety.
Haley saidtakingsteps to

reinforce dams isimportant.
Improvements atthe Lake Mur­
ray dam–a$100­plus million
venture tomake it moreearth­
quakeproof andgenerallystron­
ger –were aplus, shesaid..
"That'saperfect exampleof
what needed tohappen, andwe
are gladit happened."
Afterdisasters, thepublic and

officialsoften comeup with
betterways ofdealing with
safety situations,shesaid.Cur­
rently,it's tooearly tobespecif­
icaboutadditional safety mea­
suresbecausethe stateis deal­
ingwith the unfoldingemergen­
cy."Then there will beatime
of,what dowe doso that ifthis
1,000­year raineverhits again
that we aremore thanprepared,
more thanready...our goalis to
go back andabsolutelysay,
'What elsecan wedo"'

ALLTOLD,SOUTH
CAROLINAHAS2,300
DAMS,MOSTOFTHEM
PRIVATELYOWNED
ANDMADEOFEARTH.
RESOURCESFOR
INSPECTINGTHEDAMS
REMAINLOW.
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MATTWALSHmwalsh@thestate.com

Rockbridge damin Arcadia
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GERRY MELENDEZ gmelendez@thestate.com

Fromleft, Grady Adkins,ToddChambers andTomTeuber,president of theUpper RockyfordLakeHomeownersAssociation,survey the damatOvercreek Roadin Columbiaon
Tuesday.
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