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County received almost a million dollars in the proposed budget. He asked why it wasn't included
in the last budget. Ms. Peggy Taylor said that she wanted to destroy a myth that the members

Taxpayers Association do not believe in taxes - she said that they do because taxes are a

necessary part of the government. She said that she had a problem with how the county's tax

dollars are being spent. Law enforcement, roads and bridges should be a priority in the budget.
In 2000, Moreland and Associates did a study and found that $ 71, 000,000 was needed to fix 18

county roads and replace 38 bridges. She said that the County continues to budget roads that are

not needed such as the Starr By- pass, which cost $ 514,000. She said that the County has a bride

engineer with a salary of $50,000-$ 70,000 with a budget of $100, 000. She complained and said
believes they are not good a steward with the county money. She said that the County borrowed
1.3 million for pay raises. Mr. Joey Preston asked Ms. Peggy Taylor why they think the County

has borrowed money for pay raises. She said that it came from him and he then asked her to

show him in the budget where it shows that the county borrowed the money for pay raises. She

suggested that the Council freeze raises for one year and evaluate jobs, illuminate the " slush

fund", consolidate the park police, and put under the Sheriff's office. She said that the budget last

year was $ 98,000,000 and this year $88,000,000.

A few meetings back, Mr. Greer stated that the last budget was not $91, 000,000. Mr. Dan Harvell

said there are a great number of County roads that do not have the white lines and then makes it

difficult to drive at night or when it is raining. Also a lot of these roads that feed into major
arteries does not have stop ahead signs. He said less than 2 years ago, members of the Tax

Payers association went over the budget line by line and recommended to Council ways to cut the

budget. Since 1997 the county budgets have grown from approximately $ 30,000,000 to

90,000,000, he said. While the county has experienced considerable growth through the years
that boosted the tax cafes allowing such sending to take place, this near expediential growth and

spending has put the County taxpayers in a precarious situation, he said. Less than two years

ago, the members of the Tax Payers Association carefully went over the budget and then

presented to county council ways to cut the budget and based on the recommendation he

suggested that Council could drop $ 3, 000,000 more off of their recommendation. He said the

average citizen in Anderson County cannot afford excessive tax bills. Mr. Harvell also complained
about transfers being reported to County Council according to County ordinance. Ms. Pat

Hasenfuss said that she heard that the Council would not answer any questions and she asked

how citizens could get the answers. Mr. Preston said that after he gets a verbatim transcript he

would respond to the questions. The public hearing was declared closed. Mr. Tolly moved to

approve the budget ordinance # 2003- 016. Ms. Wilson said that she only received the ordinance

the day before and has not had time to study. However, everywhere she looks it appears to be a

tax increase for the citizens of the County. She said she could not support a budget with a tax

increase. She talked about the legal costs that the County pays. She said that if Council does

justice for the people of Anderson, Council must take a look at the budget and cut all unnecessary

expenses. Mr. Greer said he wanted to clear up a misconception regarding remarks made about

insurance and retirement. He said that the County does not pay for his insurance and other

members of Council. He said that Anderson County was required by the State of South Carolina
to pay the employees portion of retirement and the proposed budget does not include merit and

pay raises for employees this year. He said that if citizens did not like their reassessment figures
they could appeal it. Mr. William Dees: " Thank you, uh, as the chairman I'd also like to tell you
that I paid in the South Carolina State Police Retirement 34 years 5 months and twenty days I

pidn' t count it, they did. And r appreciate every dime r get back. I paid my own health insurance.

That's it. And like Mr. Greer said, the state of South Carolina requires the county, not just this

county, all the counties, as far as I know, to pay the employer's portion of the retirement into the

retirement system. Didn't do me a bit of good~ Wish it did. I'd have about thirty-nine years now.
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