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Report finds local VA appointment glitches

Unrelated Charleston whistleblower complaint pending

BY LALIREN SALSSER
tsanssengpestandoourier.com

A mow ledoral report has determined
thal pation appodnlomcnt rodguesis
at Charlestan’s Ralph H. Johnson
VA Medica]l Cenler were sonset imes
marked “dizcontineed” or “complet-
od ™ wheen i was ot clear hat veberans.
traf beem seen yet by cutside healib care:

prosviclers.

[ o= case, an cldery patient with ad-
vamoed liver cancer was neferred by the
Vi boan oulside rdiation oncologist in
miid-2012, But ke haud towsil 77 days for
an appainimenl and almond Dwio e

sforsctualiecatment, Meawhils,
staflat the VA had masked his consuly
“onmpleted,” svenas he waited momib
i sew 0 docior.

Once be arrived at the hospital for
radiation treatment, the patient was

incritical oondition, the federl repart
fourd.

“Hewazadmilted briefly bal died Lwo
daysafter bongdischanged " xconding
st Tepart,

Further reviciw of 1 he casedetcrmined
the patiens bkely did not die due o the
delsy o eresiment.

Hereportedhy refuused chemotherapy

Flease see Wk, Page AS

The Balph H. Jolinson VA Medical Center is in Chasleitan,

The beat catches on

Drumline practice, safe haven attracts at-risk kids to Music Battery

e W —
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Meribers of The Mudic Battery in North Charleston practice their doumsming technique on paint bueckets, The students, who meet alter
sthaal at the Fermdale Community Center, must do their homewodk before practicing under the direction of Desndre Les.

DaAndde Lee leads The Music
Batvery drpmbine stedents af the
Fermdale Community Center in
Morth Charleston.

AT L' 2 e T AODDT L b e LT

EY GREGORY YEE
meogpastandoorieroomm

Feemdake Community Cemer,

bass, tenor ardd snaredrums

enwdon g

laps alter practice.”

Soenes like this play out cvery
scheal might for the darstion of the
agadeensc year The studests are
meenbers of The Music Battery, 3

DeAndre Loc casta commanding
prosen inside Borth Chardeslons

The bierdy 25-vear-old's vodce fe-
verherated inside the gymnasiom
25 he coanted down from 100 The
studersts fumnbled with theirgear

“You thould be at stentlon,” he
said. "1 didn't call i becawse half of
your arent strapped up. That's two

arth Charleston nonprofit that
works with at.risk vouth by pro
viding homework help, meals and
msical instraction in a drumbine,
Liw 38 their hoad imstraston

Kayla Dharicy, 3 scvemh-grader
nLM;wi:ra-nir Meddle Schood, has
brzien & partal The Muasic Hatery for
the past six momths. She plays the
tenor driems and is a captain.

in "Persomally. {my) favorite part i
a race againsd the chock. Lae took a
mnomeed aller reaching "o ot
ling s berwaes, sanve or thee <lanber of 3
niarching harmcss hitting the floos,

Iecimg the captain. You just help o
erybaoshy” Dorsey said. "1 you have
il cnpeiTr o e like muic
atall, comss down 2l jois,”

Ryam Lee, n -:m.'rn:h-gr.l.dr:’ at
Morningside Middle School wha
plays the snare druny, said being a
par ofibe group helps him set goals
and i a Fun way to spend Linseafier
sl

The Nedpling l.‘-r%ullﬂr.il?ﬁlﬁ has
g,mwn 1|’f|'|'|t|l|..{|||.‘.|' 1+ I|||I threc
yeassince ivwas founded, sakd Kris

Online

For iane photos and a
(il viden. o to pestand

courler.coms

multimedis

How to help

Fos more Information, 1o donate
o Lo cpet Ermvodwec, w38 woara
Chermushciaatbe ryooam or emall
knl&gmnmuslummmmm.

Mznning. one of s co-founders.
Now thev're looking to take the
niext sheps.

The mission, Manning says. is
simple Give at-risk kids a saleplace
ta gl thair homawork dond, pravide
brcalthy mcals and make sare Iy e

Please s DRUMLIKE, Page A5

Inelida

Will city
pay high
price for
groceries?
Developers will add

market to complex
if demands are met

BY ABIGATL DM RLIMNGTON
.'J;l'.l:l'.‘.llxl.m!;_épguhlmh DS p e

Developers have o plan o lure o new
grocery stare to-the former Bi-Lao site
o Merding Sreet, bat getting the ciby’s
‘help could be a tall onder.

The swnors af the property — An
thany M Almster of MeAhster Divel-
apmenl O a nd Sean Litton al the
Peminsila Co. — want 19 raze the
simple-story bualding and replace i1
with a1all pixed . use complex mosily
dominated byapartments and o pask:
ing deck: with a small mariket and a
pharmacy an the ground Moo, They
said this week it's the only plan that
ks finamdial sense 10 bring arc ber
grocery stare to the property.

Ciny olificials nwostly agree with that
pari. But McAlister and Liteon sakd
the deal can only go through if the
iy agroes bo meel certain demancds,
likx genonous roning cxccplionsand a

Flexte soc B, Pape A5

Obamacare
sign-ups on
rise in S.C.

Enrollment still strong
despite threat of repeal

BY LAUREN SAUSSER
lrausser@poriandcowricrcom

‘Obamacare sign-apsin South Care-
lina arc increasing, cven 2 Ropuldli-
cams keep repeating iheir Entention to

rrpr.tl the law
Poll

early next year,
Swaiskd
e
Brans.

A new fed-
eral enrollmcnt
seapshiol pub-
lished Wedmies
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CEO
must talk
about
gas leak

Lawsuit claims Kinder
Morgan ruined land

MIKE EADS
P HARL EADGESBEFEN DEHTMLAL COb

GREENVILLE - A foderal judge
ruled Wednekay 1hat Kinder Morgan
CEO Foon MoClabn can bt deposed for &
lawsuin thet alleges his company
mnained several hundred acres neor
Belton with o 2004 gnsoline beak from
its Plantation Pipe Line.

Us. Disirict Court Judge Henry
Herlong sald atworncy Gary Poliakoff
could question MeClain as part of the
lawzuit he has browght on behalf of Er-
e and Seogt Lewis against the Houston-
hased pipeline operator regarding the
December 01 leak. State olficials
and environmental watchdeg groups
have said that more than 369 al-
lons of fwel spilled into the soil and
groundwater on and around the Lewis-
es' Apluspere fum nosthwest of
Belton, néar the Cheddar community.

Atthe preliminary hearing Wednes.
day in Herdong's court in downtown
Greenville, Poliakoff argued MeClain
wis aparty bo several communications
with fedlerss]l regulators  regarding
pipeline maintenance and other Ssues
related 1o the Plantation line.

Herlong dismizsed the  argument
Trom Rick Morion, oncof theattorneys
representing Kinder Morgan in the
case, that McCliin has oo special
knowdodge of the Relton spill or the
caise roaght by the Lewis brothers.

Podiakofl told Herlong he intends to
show at the trial — which could begin
s 5000 as net June — that there were
long-standing mainienance issucs with
the Plantation line that MeClxin and
oiher Kinder Morgan offickals were
aware of and failed to pn:upcr'lr:.' -
dress, That information is part of what
is expected 10 be a claim for punitive
damaiges heyand the damage done 1o
the Lewis Farm.

W knaw that the Plantaton Pipe
Line has had 301 sbecve repairs. ..
That's @ It of sbecve repairs,” Podia-
ked¥ told Herlong,

Herleng also ordered Aorlon 1o
hand gver odher information before

See CEQ, Page 94
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Subdivision rises
around cemetery

It was discovered after land was bought and work began

MICHAEL BLURNE
DR EGA E ERV LLERIYT D08

Cal. Jahn Thomas Sr. hasn't maved
since he was buried in the upoountry
clay he knew as New World frontier and
Revolutionary flank, but the city of
Greer has come to him, amd the
circumstanees  surrounding the con-
struction of a sullivision around his
gravesite amount to what sofc see a8 a
misscd opportunity.

The former leader in the American
War of Independence is one of at least
20 people baried several hundred yards
wisl af State WL on the northern cad of
Girecr.

The exsct number of remains on the
site has neverbecndetermined, but oth-
crs  believed buried there include
Thomas' wife, Jane Black Thomas, who
pratected a Fatriol ammunition cache
during thi war, according 1 hisiorical
aeeounts; Thomas Nathanicl Edwards,

Rita Burns holds a brick from a pile that may
ot stones once used a3 grave markars.

a judge whe served in the American
Revolution a5 & teenager; and Matthins
Rush, who scrvied as o state militén cap-
tain so0n after the war (ther Gamily
merbers and slaves are bebieved bur-
icd thore, oo,

Their gravesites haven't been identi-
Tiedd, but an aren roughly covering the
ground known to include burials has
bzen Teocd of f while an Orchard Crest
subdivision of more than 100 bomes s
being bullt all around.

Debris, stonecs, broken tombstones
amd bricks From mdern times are piled
i Two Incations inside the fence

The property was sobd to Mark [11
Propertics and annexed into the clty
limits of Greerin 2005, It wasalter work
for the subdivision had begun that the
new owner and city officinls discovered
the ThomasEdwards-Rush  Family
oemelery, according 1o Glenn Pace,

See CEMETERY, Page 40

Gatlinburg’s Christmas
wish: Visitors return

MICHAEL BURMNS
AADEURAGG RPN TR (0

The small

and trapped some victims ordered to
evacunte,

Clepnup is undervay. Wounds are -
rinmni ar. Shopkeepers and resi-
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Stuff the stockings with event

tickets. Current-inside
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Kinder Morgan CEO to be deposed

Federal judge rules
on Belton leak case

MIKE EADS
BACHAEL EACRISDIFENDENTIAAR COM

GREENVILLE - A federal judge ruled
Wednesday that Kinder Morgan CEO
Bon McClain can be deposed lor a law-
sult that alleges his company ruined sev.
eral hundred acres negr Belton with a
2014 gasoline leak from its Plantation
Pipe Line.

V.5, District Court Judge Henry Her-
long sald attoerncy Gary Polial aould

question MoClain as part of the lawsuit
he has brought on behalf of Eric and
Seoit Lewls apainst the Houston-hased
pipeline operater regarding the Decem-
ber 2004 beak. State ol Ticinls amd enviran-
mental watchdog groups have said That
mare than 36% 000 gallons of fuel spilled
inte the soil and groundwater on and
around the Lewises® 350-plus-acre farm
northwest of Belton, ncar the Cheddar
comrunty.

M the preliminary bearing Wednes-
day in Herlong's court in downtown
Greenville, Polinkoff argued MoClain
was a parly to scveral communications
with federal regulators regarding pipe-

line maintenence and other issues relat-
ed to the Plantation line.

Herlong  dismisscd the argument
from Bick Maorton, one of the attorneys
represening Kinder Morgan inthe case,
thit MeClain has no special knowledpe
of the Belton spill or the case brought by
the Lewis brothers,

Paliakoff told Herlong he intends to
show at the trial — which could begin as
Sdan as nextfune — that theee were long-
stamling maintenanee issees with the
Plantation line that MeClain and other
Kinder Morgan officials were aware of
and failed to properly address. That in-
formation is part of what is cupected to

Live

Nativity
scene
returns

KEH RUTHARDANDEFENDERT MAIL

Mareet Fisk, 2. loft, and her mother, Adhley Fisk, of Gemeon watch theep Wedneeday with Hayley Carver, middle, of finderion and her
daughter, Hawen Dunn, and Mason Andrews, right, near a nativity soene at Teinity Unbted Methodist Charch In Anderson.

Three-day event begins at Trinity UMC in Anderson

KEN RUINARD
KIEH LA EHDEFEMDENTMAIL COM

s Ry 1inited Medthadi<d Chirch

Online

Wisit incependentmail.com to e phatos and
weatdh vided

T bl B T &l

want 1o grive the community o visual
representation of what it's like."

Caold weather has been a part of the

Fewr miavet of the 40 venra fhe

bz g claim for punitive damages beyond
the damage done to the Lewis farm,

“We knmow that the Mantation Pipe
Line s had 291 sleeve repairs. ... That's
a Bl of sleeve repairs,” Poliakof told
Tlerlomg,

Herlong also ordered Morton o hand
over other information before vear's
end, including the name of the -:m‘nF.nnp
that cwned the gasoline that beaked from
the line — Kinder Morgan transparts
el ovvned by s custemers — and just
how long the: leak lasted before the com-
pany took action,

See BELTON, Page 44

Bid fails
in NC

to repeal
LGBT law

GARY D, ROBERTSON AND EMERY P
DALESIO
ARSIIATED PRESE

BEALEIGH, MN.C. - A deal 1o undo
the North Careling law known as the
“bathroom bill” fell apart Wednes-
day night when legislators couldn't
apree on a plan to repeal the mea-
sure, a sign of the bitter politcal di-
vide within the state.

The North Caroling Genceral As.
semhbly was called inte a special
session about nine menths after
they passed the law, which tar-
nished the state’s national image as
major corparations decided to pull
up seakes, enlectainers canceled
concerts anmnd the NOAMA and Atlan-
ti¢ Coast Conference moved sport-
ing cvenks away,

The wide-ranging law’s best-
known provision required transgen-
der people 1o use resirooms in many
public buildings corresponding o
the sex on their birth certificates,
Opponents of the law called it dis-
criminatory.

The special session was sct in
motion this week when Democratic
Goveeleet Roy Conper successlully
lahbied the Charlotte City Council
to gut a lecal nondiserimination or-
dinance that Republicans had
blamed for necessitating the stabe-
wide law.

See LGET, Page 48
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Working on old
library®s next chapter
Tiscked away next to Waod-
rufi"s public library sits a small
ane-raom building that sersed
a% the tiwm's first library, And
ndrey & group of resicdenls hopes
to contmue renovation and
restoration efforts so peoplein
Wioodnuff have the chance to
learn abaat its histary, €1

County development
projects advance

Seweral economic development
projects todk another step
Torwand this wek alter segur-
img the next round of approwal
needed for incentives from the
Spartanburg County Council, €1

Former Gaffney
officer facing charges

A former Gaffney police officer
has been charged following an
irveskigation inko an assault
of a jail inmate in Cherokee
County. €1

Effort to repeal
LGBT law fails

THE BEST PLAGES
FOR GHRISTMAS

LIGHTS

ESCAPE, D1

G k GolUpstate.com

NEAR GAFFNEY

56

SDS STAR
SETS SCORING

SPARTANBURG, SOUTH CAROLINA

ournal

f GoUpstate g @ GoUpstate

Licenses for 2 reactors awarded

Dk Mo decision
wvet on whether

Loe Nuclear Station
will b it

Firoen stadl, wire reports

The Wuclear Regulatory
Commission has awarded Duke
Energy licenses to build two
nuclear power reactors near
Gaffney, the federal agency
announced Wednesday.

A Duke spokesman said

Duke is “pleased,” but that the
company still has not decided
whether to build the 211 billion
William States Lee Muclear Sta-
tion, which would house the
twa reaclors,

“Our ultimate decision on
whether to build Lee Nuclear
will be based on what's in the
best interest of our customers
and en factors such as energy
needs, project costs, environ-
mental regulations, natural
gas prices and existing or future

legislative provision for cost
recovery,” said Duke spokes-
man Lee Freedman.

More than two months ago,
an MEC spokesman said Duke
Inadd indicated that even if the
licenses were issued, it could
e “geweral years" befiore a final
decision was made on whether
to start construction.

The NRC action comes nearly
adecade after the project was
first announced.

The licenses, issued on

CHRISTMAS MARKET ATTACK

Germany monitored
suspect for months

People stay in front of candles close to a Christmas market beside

amemorial church Wadnesday in Berlin, two days

after & truck ran into a crowded Christmas market and killed 12 peeple, MICHAEL SOHN/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

By Frank Jordans.
The Assoctated Press

BERLIM = German officials
had deemed the Tunisian man
being sought in a manhunt
across Europe a theeat long
before a truck plowed into a
Christmas market in Berlin

in Mondays
deadly ram-
page - is
raiging ques-
tions about
how closely
German

authaorities are
maonitoring the hundreds of

hundreds of thousands of
asylum-seekers to enter the
country, allegedly withont
proper security checks.
Among them was Amri, a
convicted eriminal in both
Tunisia and Italy with little
chance of getting asylum who
successiully evaded deporta-

Monday, authorize Duke to
build two 1,100-megawatt
reactors in Cherokee County
0n 2,000 geres next to the Broad
River off Highway 105, south
of Gaffney and adjacent to the
unfinished Cherokee Muclear
Plant that was abandoned in
the early 19805,

In approving the two com-
bined construction and
operating licenses, the NRC

SEE NUCLEAR, AZ

SUCH AS SHARIA LAW
Lawmakers’
bill seeks

to prevent
“foreign law’

By Zach Fox
rach.fowdshicom

Atrioof Upstate lawmakers
Teas pre-filed a House bill that
would pre-
vent state and
national courts
from enforcing
any form of
law that's not
based on the
Constitution.

The measure
proposed by
Spartanburg
County Reps,
Steven Long
and Bill Chum-
ley, along with
Greenville
County Rep. Mike Burns,
would “prevent a eourt or
ather enforcement authority
from enforcing foreign law in
this state,” including Sharia
law,

Wetre using constitie-
tipmal law instead of a law
used in other countries.”
Long said. “It"s very simple
— it's making sure we're fol -
lowing the 1.5, Constitution
and the South Carolina Con-
stitution, that we're not using
precedent that came through
foreign law or anything like
that.™
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Clowney breaks
through to earn
first Pro Bowl nod [.
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¥ork Polioe Chiel Andy Rebingon takes the tenm “Toy drive” Etorally 26 he give 2 Best drbae bo this cae bolone domated gilts for 57 chddeen weee
v out by cfficers and wolunbieers.

CHRISTMAS TOY DRIVE

In York, Santa wears
blue and tries to
drive a pink car

BY ANTHEW VA
il gty widendunr v

YORK

Thero was a bine 36 ged in the
York Police Deparimend
Wednesday, bt nobody got
arreated.

There were gifis, lning the
Ralls, filling the d-c[un:mum:
conlerence eooen, spilling over
il olliees where cops nermalle
imterregate saspects. Dolls and
bieyebes, stuffed animals and
chlyed, sboes amd surpiises all
Emed and wrapped and seady
Eor T kid= in ihe city,

Parents who had been Menti
fied by vebamteers and copn as
meciding a little help 3 Chaia-
mias came 1o pick up e gilts o,
oa Christmas modnang, all kds
witrialid ks Ramta Claus ix real.

HaTiyn Cristea, 9, gets and ghis a husg ta Yok Poloe Offioer Dale
Edbwands Wedrssicliy ot th dispdetrment™ Cheistirnag gt dria,

Even if ik clves wear badpes,

“This iz what serving the
coemmusaty is ol about,™ sakd
Wisrk, Pedige Chaet Andy Rih-
insom.

“The department’s officers,
fece the <hsied down 1o patgol
ampl dispatch, work the iy

drive, Robinwen kimsslfis =0
inwolved that he iried - un-
succesafully because he is well
awver & Tt Bl == g test drive &
pirik tory car that o Tucky girl
took home,

Al of 1 desations, which
sgpasied 55,000, came [rom

the commmsnity, from indnadu-
als ared businesses such as Thile
Max xnd people who voluseers
arell offieee know, The gift datvg
hM growm From two familic 53t
fix stam fve years ago L0 Servieg
37 families ihis year. Melanks
Thomas, a cemmusily velun-
teer, bas worked with commuri-
1y policing officer Dale Edwands
Troem the star to cnoedinane 1he
prosgram ansd idenlify familics
with chiklren who could use a
litcle hedp.

“What we o i show an masy
Tamilics 2= wo can 1bat the peo-
ple bere bove them and care for
e, ™ Thomss sad, “Every
whild desceves Chamdnss., There
is @ Santa Clans, The cflicers,
ihe people wh help, they all
belicve that.”

. And the famillics sare bolicve
il

“isrers Emily Bankhead ansd
Sheila Rankhead were abis 1o
gt dows {or their grandchildren.
Edwarnds is mo2 @ mman in blue
1hey fan from.

“Oifficer Drale Edwards, beis
ot there in the communpity and
#.'m.a. 1] JﬂlI e ko Bam
" Zheils Huul.-
-r-:'at peoplc who
are on the :u.‘h:' of il people
here im York.”

The Christmas progran is
arrother way do remind the pub-
lic the podice and the pablic are
o ke sanse team, Edwands

“There is far more to being a
potice olficer then locking peo-
fide g™ Edweands wasd, “What
matiors i that prople know we
care abous ihem and are looking

SEE TOY DRIVE, 44

ROCK HILL

Local,
state
leaders
act against
violence

BY AMAKTLS FIAHEIE
abarrinhraldeal e com

RO HITL

Paiting an ond to gun vio-
lence in Yook Cousnty will take a
reans effoat, 53y state asd hocal
|eaders:, whi came together
Wednesday to talk abowt whaa
eeds o be deme.

A& pows gomferency by sfang
andd local officials came in the
wake of nwo apparesily un-
related Rk Hilll abseotioga
Munday in which two men were
wornnded. [n a thind shooting on
Dec. 2, @ 3fyearrold Rock Hil
man, Jeny Hiwacd, dicd.

The parel year “hasbeena
year of (oo many news stories
about g violesoe, not caly in
I oy, g in our na-
tion,” said state Fep, [ofn King.
D-Rock BEIL *We must nat
lesie the Baiden 10 e pols 1e
[ #; it musk be a communily
effor.”

Twao enen weee injueed, one of
them caitkally, in agparate
shocdings Monday, Rock 1ill
police said. The victines were
ages 25 and 20k

Oy Saberday, an 1B-year-old
student ag York Comprebomisive
High School was shoa in the fece
ol (ke homne whe e a Beths
day party bad faken place. York
police are searching for infor-
mation in chat case.

“We sox the 3 of o vi
Eims, @ YOIy Voung 322, 5
York County Council member
Willizen “HBamp” Roddey.
“Wi'ne starting L sog mReg
school-age kids bringing guns
amd weapoas to school.”

Lat week, 3 student a8 Soulk
Painte Fligh Schaool was apresiod
and charged by Rock Nill police
with canrying thiee highspows
ered nfles amd a hamdgur = his
vehiche oo school properiy.

Anthosy fohinson, pastor at
Blauit Xooer Baptast Chuiehs @
Rk Hill, maid the comiern
showld be where iconagers ane
peting pans.

“What are we deteg as 2 so-
ciey fuonsure they dienot have
such access to these npes of
weapons?” ke sald. “That’s the
question we are alraid foask;
becavse we live in a red sate,
buz the problem chet exists in
s COMMYEnily is ol fed or
hlack, it"s about Feex being
loar,™

Rock HEll Police chaplain Seah
Cronby saiil the problam ala
stgme [romn parenks” commani-
cation with their <hBdren,

SEE GUN WICHENCE 44







Girls and boys win Savannah
River Shootout, 1B, 3B

Atken Stann

YOUR LOCAL NEWS 3QURCE SINCE 1567

THURSDAY, December 27, 2076
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Safety | Hootbeats and carols

tips for
holiday

season

BY TRIPFFGIRARDEAL
tetrardamigalbenstaadond.com

Whelber poople are leaveling, head-
ing ta Chrishmas parties or enjoying
!iEw with their fa |Tlli|icu.mr:rll"lu.'l:rr |a-
ey wekesd, police are asking resi-
demis o sray sxfe dur ng th Bnlid sy
SEEE

While local law enforcement of-
ficials ame of fering safely tips for {he
road, SCESG is alfering some ener-
gy eilicient cold weather tips lor the
Tcomee,

*Chrivimas is 2 busy 1ime lor
many p-mp'lt En the ares,” sxbd L,
lake Miabomey, with rhe Adken -
pariment of Pablic Safety. “IF youw
plan on traveling a great distance.
ma ke sare your vehicle has been
werviced praperdy. Check yoar tire
infltion and tap off all vour flu-
fds. Absen plan vour reip and make
sure you check the weatber priogs
o feaving, ™

Alsa, officers will be ond in full
force checkiog the rozds for drumben
drivers. Mahoneysaid.

"Dan’t drink and drive.” he
said. "There is oo probiem with
baving = pood time aver 1he
kolidavs — just be responsible,
1f yau have 3 few drinks, find
a designated driver, stay where
you are or call a cab. It's that
simple. Don't spend Chrislmas in
jfil”

Wahooeystipueatended boond 1 he
ol

“Be sware that crbminals are a4
there aed wll'lhfl-:mklng For T'I.wrs.
that may have some nice, new elec-
Eronics, E_u.rts- ar jewelry inside,”
ke said. "1 you get a brand new,
flaf-screen television for Chrisl-
mas, do not place the box out on
the street 3l week for rrash pick:
wp Al that does s show people

Flease sev SAFETY, I.-".'ly ([ %Y

SEARE PO BY DR I8 BAES

Allan enjayed a hollday celebrationwith an equine thema dusing the elghih annual Hoodbeats and Chastmas Canals parade

Wednesday afternoon,
Aiken celebrates the
Christmas season

BY DEDE BILES
dbfenalk e faadurd, oo

Alken celebrated is rich equesin-
am heritage and the hodidays at the
samie lime during thecighth annual
Husofbears and Christmas Carals
parade Wednesday afternoon.

Organized by The Hachaway
Husisds Mok Hun, the procestdon
featueed borsesof masy breeds and
s

Zome wore reindeer antlers and
Zanta hats while others were deco
rafiod wills red bowsand tinscl

They palled carts caried riders

Hease soe HOOFBEATS, Page 104

STARF P OT0 Y DD BLES

Brynm Tusnad, left fareground, and Robirson Adams meet a horse dudng the eighth annual Hood-

beats ard Christmas Carols pasade in downtown Allen on Wednesday.

Area deaths

Effin Burroughy, Tenton

Jusin Hamilton, Graiban s
Richasd Haxen, Al

(i Jarmad Bawlbman, & e
Wilkaim Hovesnd 11, & ken

B b e, A e

Claranae ol Sumstiomn
Veed Robisen i & ko
Roxalind Waller, Macon, Georgia

Deathi and Funarsh, &4

Weather

Advanced manufacturing center awaits approval

BY THOMAS GARDINER
tpardinengalterrla rdarnd. com

Mine mwnihs bave come and gone
smie the campus of USC Aiko wad
sidecrod a3 the now Botie for the pro-
g Ak Advineed Manudace-
B'-_g;l'in!].il‘-rﬂh\t.slill.drull*.rfnnin
sance

The prafectwasanmaaanced in March
as a colliborative parlnersdip betecen
the Eeanomic Developmeent Partner-

The praject profiodes a new Liba-
ratoey be built on the university's
campus bo dvance material science
and advanced manafctaring un-
derstanding, all whibe badstering the
university's industrial engincering
d(gm: }ul%um.

LISCA Chancelbor D, Sandra Joe-
dam said the degres program s groe-
in

Theindusirial process enpimesring
rroeram launched a1 USC Aiken in

Im industrial proces enginsering.”

In late Septendoer, the South Care
limaState Fiscal Accoantability Board
approved the lunding mechanism for
the new ket The canstrstion will be
driven by bonds, and scoording to
previousee parting bethe Alken Slan-
J:mi.lbr;vh'r tagEnot erceed S5
muillon.

Bt there has bean littde evidence
of progress simce, inchuding after last
ek s neeelings beteeen the Depart

PresideptiCEOW I Willltams

“The AMC project remains unap-
proved, and there are mived messag:
o5 coming oat of both §ekse Office of
Managenwen! and Budger) and DOE
aswrwhowill il e beappeing
the AN Williams said ing
the meeiings, =My :.[w.'uhrlm s ihx
the praject will remain in its currep
slatnsantila mew Secrelaryof Energy
ix coaifirmed.”

This month. Pressdent: elect Dom-






EWS

TODAY'S
WEATHER

Sumny bo parkly cloudy.
Highy &6, bow 34,

DETAILS 24

Partnership for healthy growth

Ceminky.

City gets
grant for
tennis

Instruction to be

given children in
Florence schools

From 51287 respnd B4

FIORENCE —The Florenoe Beg-
reation Depanment has reevived a
thiree-year grant of alnsost S70,000
fromn (B United States Tennis As-
socialion Southern Section 1o juo.
vide tennis instruction 10 ehildeen
I public schoals and nelghborhood
|:|i|:i.-:..

The “May it Forwanl™ gram for
£60.0%6 will provide Rnding over
three years 1o support an anshitions
aperng o dntrsduce the spert 1o al-
mvost 3000 youth in the lecal com-
munity, accerding 10 Rob Hill, the
ri!:,"-': dimecior of tennis,

Inesclsoal bessons ane scheculed
Lo start i January at three elemen-
tary schoels with three additional
schoals to follow later in the i,
accoeding 1o Hill,

“The schols ane set 1o go and we
willl be announcing which ones will
b pavrticipating in thee near fugane,”
Hil said in a media advisony.

M each school cenilfied teach-
ing peeis from the Florence Tenuis
Cienter staff will woark with siusdens,
show teachers how to do follow-up
classes and provide mequets, balls
amel Bredoar nets o the leachers can
run programs of their own.

“Wi hope to use the school pro-
prems o expose kixls whao 1r|ig|t|
mever bave Been interested in ennis
e a sport they can enjoy their entlne
lives,” Hill said,

Thr praurks RN, HIE] I:ulgln
by certified pros, will begin in early
February at Levy, Lucas, Timrod,
amel South Park, A second mound of
progrims will pake plece atthe sane
sites Later in the year,

Each program will consist ef eight
l.\.1_‘1."'|£|}' clindes anght afer scloal
howrs or on Satundays Unlike he
selwool programs, wiich will focus
on kids 12 and vounger, the park

Williamsburg, Lake City hospitals eye pact with Palmetto Health

B SHAMIRA MEGRAY
Thw sz iy (Rl
ST R TR LT

KINGSTHEE =— Williamsburg
Counry Arcerney Billy lenkinson
says the Williamsburg Regional
Hospitel board will consider a
memorandum of understand-
ing that will entitle the hospiial
{0 S0 million in siate fl.ll'll.‘ll-ll.j.!. He

T Pt ]Itll]l.':\ﬂ:ll.‘ baed '|'.'i||u.|:l]mﬁ = e
A partnership with Williamsbarg Regional Hospital, Lake City Community
Hospital 2nd Palmetto Health could lead to 2 mew hospital in Willlamsbueg,

memorandum
At Tuesday’s  Williamsburg
ﬁ:-lllthl.' Council tluugtialg. Jrra-

kinsan said the memorandun of
understanding wauld be a swep
to & three-way parinership with
h'il!i:l:lm.'l:ﬂlrg Rl_-gjwtill Iﬁ:lspi{u!
int Hilnpllm. Lake Cigy Corme
munity Hesphal and Palmeito
Health,

“The atate has said if pao hos.
pitals, rural hospials, will e ge
I one hosphial, we will fund

oir &b 3 rate of 84 million each
oy a tot of 58 million,” Jenkin.
son sald. “Well, to meally make
that platform work, you need a
majar pariner.”

Palrseticr Hesslth, Ersel in Co-
lumbka, has sepped in. Jenkin-
son sald it s the largest medical
]:-rm'ie[l_'r im the slale,

“Why is Palmeno Health so
critieal 1o the equaton? Finan-
cinl stability.” lenkinson said,
“They  provide expertise thas
we - cant buy invo. For example,
Insurance coverage for our em-
plogees”

Insuranee  foe ump!n:.'l.v:-
is something that kills small

Seo HOSPITALS, Page 34

FALCONS TAKE CHAMPIONSHIP

WA BRI OISR, MRS,

Dasrfington baskethall players and coaches react after an offemsive play by Dastington during the Litthe Caesars lenitational championship game
apainst South Florencs on Wednesday,
FLORENCE
hrese days of the Litile Caesars Invitational girls” basketball tournament at South Florence High
I School wrapped up on Wednesday with the Darlington versus South Florence championship
game. The Dafdingten Faleans eal the Broins, 40-36. For the phote galleey from the game visio
SCIIOMACITE

Salvation Army

671 kldS rec:ewe glﬂs durmg annual Distribution Day

B'l'.l‘ﬁ-‘ﬁlﬂmllﬁﬂ by the Christmas Conter
s Lt EEER on Souwth Iy Steeet on
Wednesday o pickup thele

donaied gift tags.

FLOREMCE = The Salva: G, wys, gomes and bi-
o Army prosided Chrse-  eveles were donated by in-
masgits 0671 chilklenon  dividuals, businesses and
'|.'|.'|,-|:I|.'|r'-,9da|:,' 1I||.|'in|5 its an- m&:llir.'ll:iun-‘ amund ghi
nual Distribuion Day for  conununity toward  boab
thie Angel Tree program, the Angel Tree Program

Disiribuifon Day s the and the Empdy Stocking



Camlin Moore
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