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Surgeon General Issues Report on Alcohol, Drugs, and Health

Dear Colleague:

Today, U.S. Surgeon General Vivek Murthy issued an important report entitled “Facing Addiction in America: The
Surgeon General's Report on Alcohol, Drugs, and Health”, which provides a comprehensive review of the science of
substance use, misuse, and disorders. You may learn more about this report and find a link to the document in the
press release below. Please join Surgeon General Murthy in a stakeholders briefing call TOMORROW (Friday,
November 18) morning at 10:00 am ET, using the following to access the call:

Toll Free Number: (888) 469-0884
PARTICIPANT code: 2266829

Thank you, and | hope you will be able to join us tomorrow for our call with the Surgeon General.

Emily Barson
Director of Intergovernmental and External Affairs
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

DATE: Thursday, November 17,2016 at 9:00 am ET
SUBJECT: Launching Today: Surgeon General's Report on Alcohol, Drugs, and Health

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES SURGEON GENERAL

November 17, 2016

Today, U.S. Surgeon General Vivek H. Murthy published a landmark report on a health crisis affecting every
community in our country. Facing Addiction in America: The Surgeon General's Report on Alcohol, Drugs, and
Health is a comprehensive review of the science of substance use, misuse, and disorders. The report is
available online at http://addiction.surgeongeneral.gov.

Nearly 21 million people in America have a substance use disorder involving alcohol or drugs, an astonishing
figure that is comparable to the number of people in our country with diabetes and higher than the total
number of Americans suffering from all cancers combined. But in spite of the massive scope of this problem,
only 1in 10 people with a substance use disorder receives treatment.

The societal cost of alcohol misuse is $249 billion, and for illicit drug use it is $193 billion. What we cannot
guantify is the human toll on individuals, families, and communities affected not only by addiction, but also by
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alcohol and drug-related crime, violence, abuse, and child neglect.

Though this challenge is daunting, there is much reason to be hopeful. That's because we know how to solve
the problem. We know that prevention works, treatment is effective, and recovery is possible for everyone.
We know that we cannot incarcerate our way out of this situation; instead, we need to apply an evidence-
based public health approach that brings together all sectors of our society to end this crisis. And we know
that addiction is not a moral failing. It is a chronic iliness that must be treated with skill, urgency, and
compassion.

To mark the launch of the report, the Office of the Surgeon General and the Facing Addiction coalition are
hosting “Facing Addiction in America, A National Summit.” Please join the livestream of this event from the
Paramount Theatre in Los Angeles at www.FacingAddiction.org today at 1 pm PST (4 pm EST). The event will
feature a series of conversations with individuals affected by the crisis, experts in the field, and leaders who
are making a difference.

Previous reports of the Surgeon General, including those on tobacco (1964), AIDS (1987), and mental health
(1999), have helped to create understanding and urgency to address critical public health challenges. Building
on this heritage, The Surgeon General's Report on Alcohol, Drugs, and Health will equip clinicians,
policymakers, law enforcement, community leaders, and families with the evidence and tools they need to
take action.

Together, we can prevent addiction and create hope for millions of people in treatment and recovery. When
we stop judging, we can start helping.


http://www.FacingAddiction.org
http://www.FacingAddiction.org

