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~ BY GOvERNOR IN-£S B. ED\iMDS 

(Ff{)Rl1JNITIES INDUSTRIAL CHITER 
COLl'1BIj\ S. C. 

FEBRUARY 12" 1976 

IT IS A DEEP PERSONAL PRIVILEGE FOR ME TODAY TO RECEIVE THIS REPLICA 

OF THE "PASS TO FREEDG1." THE PROGRAM THAT YOU Ht\VE BEGUN HERE WILL BE A 

SIGNIFICANT ADDITION TO OUR BICENTENNIAL YEAR AND BRING THE TRUE MEANING OF 

. FREEIXJv1 CLOSER TO EACH OF US. 

THiS "PASS" REPRESENTS A REGRETTABlE TIME IN OUR HISTORY WHEN ALL 

MEN ~'ERE ooT FREE. NEVERTHELE~" IT HAS NOW C~E TO REPRESENT THE HOPES AND 

DREAMS OF A PEOPLE W\-D HfWE STRUGGLED FOR SO LONG FOR EGlJALITY" . JUSTICE" AND 

THE PASIC RIGHTS THAT srouLP BELONG TO EVERY AMERICAN • 

. I THINK IT IS SIGNIFICANT THG.T YOU ARE HOlDING THIS ffiOGRPJv1 ON THE 

BIRnDAY OF ABRAfW1 LINCOLN,,- THE Mt\N WI-D t:'ORE ~ ANYONE ELSE WJRKED SO 

HARD TO INSURE FREErov1 AND UBERTY FOR ALL AMERICANS. 

PLTfDlJGH K>RE THA.N A HJNDRED YEARS AGOt'R. LINCOLN AOOL1SHED SLAVERY" . 

THE VESTIGES OF PREJlIDICE AND nUUSTICE PREVAILED FOR r-wN YEARS. TODAY" 

WE HAVE ACcottlPLISHED t1JCH. THERE IS CERTAINLY MJRE TO BE DONE. 

THAT IS MiY I SEE THIS "PASS TO FREEDOM" AS A SYMEOL OF BOTH THE 

'. 'STRUGGLES OF THE PAST AND THE CHALLENGES OF THE FUTURE. 

To ME" TI-lE GREATEST CHALLENGE BOTH TODAY AND IN THE FUTURE IS THE 

PRESERVATION OF OUR PRECIOUS FREEJ)(J1. 

WE .AMERICANS HAVE roo OFTEN FORGOTTEN THAT FREEDOM IS REALLY NOT FREE • . 

IT DEl-WIDS RESPONSIBILITY AND SACRIFICE. IT Df1v1ANDS DEDICATION AND INVOLVEMENT. 

Au.. TOOOFTEN WE TAKE OUR FREEIXl'1 FOR GRANTED. h£ TAKE .THE BOUNTY 

OF THIS FREE NATION FOR GRANTED. 



I BELIEVE T~T FULL DEDICATION BY EVERY SINGLE AMERICAN TO THE 

PRINCIPLES OF FREEOO'1 AND LIBERTY JS THE KEY TO PROGRESS OF ALL MANKIND. 

IF WE ARE APATHETIC ••• IF WE ARE UNINVOLVED ••• WE RISK THE LOSS OF OUR FREEDOMS. 

IN A MANNER OF SPEAKING" THERE IS A "PASS TO FREEDQ\1" IN AMERICA TODAY ••• IT 

IS OUR WILLINGNESS TO MAINTAIN A SYSTEM OF GOVER~ENT T~T PRESERVES FREEDQ\1 

AS ITS FIRST PRIORITY. WITHJUT DEDICATION TO THIS GOAL" WE COME DANGEROUSLY 

CLOSE TO BEING THE SERVANTS OF GOVERN-1ENT ••• AND LOSING OUR OWN PERSONAL FREEJ:Xlv1S. 

ffftS, IS ONE THING THAT BOTHERS ME f;t)ST TODAY. . I AM DEEPLY COOCERNED 

A100T THE FREEIXJ'1S OF THE INDIVIDUAL. Tf£ WILLINGNESS OF PEOPLE TO DO FOR 

THEMSELVES. I AM CONCERNED THAT ONCE WE ALLOW GOv.ERN-1ENT OR ANYOODY ELSE TO 

DO THINGS FOR US .. DTHEY WILL EYEtmJAIJ;.Y END UP DOING THINGS m. US! 

TJE-SLDGAN OF 1l£ me "HITS THE NAIL"' ON THE HEADu. "tli HELP OURSELVES." 

nus IS ONE OF THE GREATEST NEEDS IN· AMERlCA , TODAY. ~ NEED PEOPLE WILLING 

TO HELP THEMSELVES. TOO oFTEN.l WE GIVE UP TOOt1.lCH OF OUR FREEIXJ.1 WHEN WE LET 

OTHERS 00 TH)SE THINGS FOR US WHICH WE SRJUbD RIGHTLY BE DOING FOR OURSELVES. 

TfEPROGRESS T~T HAS BEEN MADE rN T1-IE PAST 00 DECADES IN THE AREAS 

OF MIfmlTIES hOlILD NEVER HAVE COME ABOUT IF EVERYONE HAD WAITED FOR SCJ.1EBODY 

ELSE TO DO THINGS FOR THEM. INSTEAD l'fDUSANDS UPON OOUSANDS OF CONCERNED 

PEOPLE HAVE K>RKED LONG AND HARD TO MAKE THE GOAL OF EQUALITY A REAL1TY. rvDRE 

IS YET TO BE DONE. BUT IT K>N'T GET DONE IF WE WAIT FOR SCXvlE ONE ELSE TO DO IT. 

,AS AMERICANS" WE t1JST CONTROL OUR OWN DESTINIES. IN lURN" WE CONTROL 

. THE DESTINY OF THIS NATION. DISREGARD FOR PERSONAL FREEDOM OR APATHY IN THE 

AFFAIRS OF THIS NATION WILL SURELY RESULT IN THE LOSS OF EVERYBODY'S FREEDOM. 

Irt1eRlCA HAS I-W) A CHALLENGING PAST. HISTORY WILL SH)W THAT WE HAVE HAD 

OUR GREATEST PROBLEMS WHEN WE DISREGARDED THE PRINCIPLES OF FREEDOM. I 

BELIEVE THAT WE HAVE THE POTENTIAl FOR AN EVEN GREATER NATION IN THE NEXT 

CENTURY T~N WE ~VE SEEN IN THE PAST 00. 
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BUT WE CAN ONLY HAVE IT TrROUGH DEDICATION---PERSONAL DEDICATION ••• TO THE 

GREAT PRINCIPLES OF OUR COUNTRY. 

As WE Hlf'm, TODAY, THE RIGHT OF FREEDOM AS REPRESENTED BY THIS PASS 

TO FREEDOM ••• I HlPE WE WILL DEDICATE OURSEL.VES TO A HERITAGE OF FREEDOM FOR 

FUTURE GENERATIONS. 

Tt£ ORIGINAL ~ER OF THIS "PASS TO FREEDOM,," ELIZABETH WELB" SAW 

FREEOOM AS HER fIOST PRECIOOS POSSE-5S,ION. I H)PE THA.T WE TODAY WILL REMEMBER 

THAT FREEIn1 ' IS AlSO M K)SL PRECIOOS POSSESSION'. 
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