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The Carolyn J. Lukensmeyer Fund

Dear Kevin,
Happy Holidays!

Hope you and yours are taking the time
to enjoy this special season of
celebration, reflection, and joy.

Over the past 6 and a half years the
National Institute for Civil Discourse
(NICD) has made huge strides in
accomplishing our mission to combat
incivility and political dysfunction. We
have done this through our programs
and our ability to facilitate and
coordinate face to face interactions and
listening for understanding within
communities and between people that
may not see eye to eye on certain issues.
« We have successfully expanded our academic Research Network to
promote research on the quality of political discourse with the
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« range of disciples offered and political perspectives held. Our
research network currently includes over 50 professors from across
the country. In early 2019 Routledge Press will be publishing our
book A Crisis of Civility? Political Discourse and its Discontents,
which includes chapters from many members of our Research
Network.

« Next Generation, our program designed specifically for state
legislatures, has held its "Building Trust through Civil Discourse"
workshop in 18 states and has reached 2000 legislators. We are
very excited that 5 more states will offer this workshop to their
legislatures in 2019. Twice this summer, Next Generation offered
its inaugural "Positive Campaigning" workshop in Columbus, Ohio.
9 out of 11 candidates who participated in this workshop and ran in
2018, won their seats. There is high demand for us to lead more
workshops leading up to the 2020 election.

« Our initiative to Revive Civility has answered the need so many
communities across the U.S. are experiencing - providing the skills
to engage people to reach across divides, to listen for
understanding, and find ways to work through everyday problems
as Americans, not as "us vs. them". Since this initiative began in
2016 during the presidential election, NICD has now held
community conversation events in over 36 states and counting.

« NICD partnered with New Vision Strategies to create "Divided We
Fall", a television docu-series created to match the challenges
Americans are now experiencing in our political and public
discourse. We were inspired to prove on camera: despite profound
divisions, Americans are hungry to bridge them. Americans want to
talk with and listen to each other. Americans want the core of our
democratic experiment - "We the People" to succeed. On the
weekend of September 7, 2018 we tested our theory and our
approach by bringing together twelve people from opposing views
and backgrounds to see if they could create civil dialogue and
mutual understanding. Next, we will film in Chicago over a
weekend in January and will conclude filming in early February in
Charlotte, North Carolina.

The next challenge facing NICD is taking our work to scale. Instead of
reaching and impacting tens of thousands of people across the country,
we want to reach hundreds of thousands of people. In order to achieve
this aspirational and inspirational goal, we have created the Carolyn J.



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gnm-1c6NEr64se2U20uGzl4dbQnyiTzJO9eg701P4XIZ4h4bVRadEWiYdYObtO8b8InIM3NnESMvmmRtswNr-YUcB_39nS3SUpzPk1fy7ZePh5YhkSsS-6cx-7-K3DQJEce5JISVx8je2TGIx3tKEuOzIbRn5Ts1yWMAImAhTaO_8B_xNgql0A7ThriIuZzv4mUVpBD2PvAiLys03YY4CHlc78Vj1tdohX2uEdVOmYYdfJB2s4y7yYfllopregDTQ00G2iaz7tjp62IPvLaz-BQualzu23DcXuINXxT6TJnE8pcS1rO42OMAVddhdUaPpCj3IRWHxW4xBDVA1Luacr-RxaaUe486taT3CB_RsmomqXhBy-2lmU5XAfJv4v_6T699V5SQq4v-61MoryrNi50_QADu9NAa1d2JA_vHIZcLwMzcznDEYWODwP4kcqjeEnh2i5o3uhrO-DbfRo5epWN05NAQsr5nqXQ9JzlpwiqDJnFZgB6bF1Sz_n4kxxJm4tbTUI0U4IhwHCK-Xwa3dGDUxRZqRTMZ4wNT6m2wLVsd3NENBbZZp1Hfmmr-EXPBed2RKE4V5tQ=&c=e6Fx9mnyU_UjWBRxqX3U8h6dtseUjrkN8c-mAnFJqRVA7wDtcccwSg==&ch=VQR5m0O-U4iPgPXhVGpSbFq-ZUZOqubFsx5UKoINrtZfHfZriAvFNw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gnm-1c6NEr64se2U20uGzl4dbQnyiTzJO9eg701P4XIZ4h4bVRadEVRFQ1CpcQXe9ng1XXoSzLWowR-1O2LTyvmRZgF-Bw94GjkxCMUIMU5vv4opyS5yZfsznOpNtPaGBNTgIHbU_edhVUnoQr52wcsApHmfzs0FyFMvST4-h7asEuQHxgCNMcjNb1iD1UgQQQGf3ipZMyRcp0embnsAQktP_cIgzgeJdnzDE_kFmwTrXjm3UbzsBPNsLZCOqgBiHfdq3f4PulYdgCcxeaFlXLcnnvvpqsSPn-EBhLcCFGcRAoOOprNKhcuugSy-dbHzAQ_SH_lznlrGRVohvqhgP9l9hYLE6RxVfECVtUCyWCP4uXssHUIRZ1bsDM-7O_4h9dvupDGmzfuKRoUD0QHCfw==&c=e6Fx9mnyU_UjWBRxqX3U8h6dtseUjrkN8c-mAnFJqRVA7wDtcccwSg==&ch=VQR5m0O-U4iPgPXhVGpSbFq-ZUZOqubFsx5UKoINrtZfHfZriAvFNw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gnm-1c6NEr64se2U20uGzl4dbQnyiTzJO9eg701P4XIZ4h4bVRadEU0dq5GqzMEB2CRI5_zBVcCV47mWJA2fypWuzIqtGL8A66vgR8PnNdiWW5AvOcl5WrmmcKp--NnESQ-ULFgBYdSJjRxvBozM4wbTihifERtvdVJ1_BDIR0FW2nHcEgm2pnuKTQBYLaLnnzot6ic0RwjrFkjJbMcM7IZP25qkdcTUz5fVkfP2tklsmi4rqc2rG-O12uoKwt4coftyB0dMaj53BWwRXAEESE5I_QhMJP_5t9dUTEI8wYNmT2NVpWhG4npWcJa0n7m8n2FwoBgpGbKOf4xpLaPMrxJwd0LJ7m-fQYYgWIrHbVbFEMpIzrSZlQecjruRbqEM0DKS6V-fGQ8=&c=e6Fx9mnyU_UjWBRxqX3U8h6dtseUjrkN8c-mAnFJqRVA7wDtcccwSg==&ch=VQR5m0O-U4iPgPXhVGpSbFq-ZUZOqubFsx5UKoINrtZfHfZriAvFNw==

Lukensmeyer Legacy Fund in recognition of Carolyn's extraordinary
leadership. Donations made to this legacy fund will be dedicated solely
to expanding our mission of reviving civility and respect in our public and
political discourse. This year, especially, we would be grateful if you
would choose to make a significant and impactful gift to this fund as part
of your year-end giving.

We can do more together than we can do alone.
Together we can Revive Civility,
Our Democracy Depends On It
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