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CATERPILLAR TO CLOSE NEWBERRY,
RIDGEWAY PLANTS
Caterpillar is closing its plants in Newberry and

Ridgeway as part-of an "aggressive and significant"
restructuring announced in September, according to
a statement from the company.
In Newberry, an electric power generator set

packaging facility will ~J_()$e,resulting in the loss of
about 325 jobs. At Ridgeway, about 75 jobs will be
lost with the closure of a generator set control panel
assembly facility.Workat the two South Carolina
plants will be consolidated into Caterpillar engine
facilities in Texas, Indiana and Griffin, Georgia.
The consolidation will begin this year and be fin­
ished within 18months.

ALSO •••
• Duke Energy is mald.ng:itssustainability goals

more aggressive as it 'puts more emphasis on renew­
able energy. In its annual sustainability report, the
utility company said it-plans to own or purchase
8,00() megawatts of wind, solar and biomass capac­
ity by 2020 ~a 33percent jump from its goal set in
2013 of6,000 megawatts,
• The.U.S.econoIt,lyinched forward at the weak;;.

est l?~~~~~two yeats from January through Mardi,
as consumer spending growth slowed, business
investment plunged and exports declined further,
The gross -domesticproduct, the broadest measure
of economic health, grew by a tiny.0.5 percent in
the first quarter, the Commerce Department report­
ed Thursday.
• ANew Yorkcompany that makes automatic fire

sprinklers is expanding in South Carolina, investing
$23 million and creating 100 jobs. Reliable Auto­
matic Sprinkler Co. announced Thursday that it will
be adding to its existing plant in Liberty in Pickens
County. Reliable Automatic Sprinkler is headquar­
tered in Elmsford, New York.

- STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS
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Water still covered a large portion of a peanut crop at the Hutto family farm in Holly Hill in December.
;

Senateq,l~~~$40M aid bill
for flood-devastated farmers

Thursday on legislation Agriculture officials say family farms survive until
Associated Press allowing farmers in disas- October's rains wiped out the next harvest. Gov.

ter-declared counties to $330 million worth of Nikki Haley has threat-
The Senate has .ap- apply for up to $100,000 crops at harvest time. ened to veto the bill, say-

proved a bill providing in grants covering up to Farmers lost an additional ing while she feels badly
$40 million to South Car- 20 percent of crop losses. $45 million because they for farmers, she feels
olina farmers devastated The amended bill returns couldn't plant winter badly for small businesses
by last fall's flooding. to the House, which crops in bogs. Supporters too, and farmers shouldn't
Senaters voted 33·3 passed its version 95-lj. "say the bill.aims to help be treated differently.

How Amazon convinced as a ~¢arl'yfee for free digital hybrid," Amazon

you to pay up for shopping
two-day shipping now founder and CEO Jeff
offers a sometimes be- Bezos wrote in his annual
wildering array of perks, shareholder letter in April.

BYMAE ANDERSON
has accomplished the including household prod- He wants the service to be
remarkable feat of con- uct subscriptions, one and such a good deal that

Associated Press vineing millions of people two hour Prime Now de- you'd be "irresponsible"
to pay an annual fee for livery, streaming music not to sign up, he wrote.

NEW YORK the privilege of, well, and video, e-books, gro- Why the emphasis on
Amazon is clearly enter- shopping. ceries (for an additional Prime? Simply put, mem-

ing its Prime. Meaning, of Prime is now central to $200 a year), photo stor- bers of the loyalty pro-
course, its $100 annual Amazon's strategy of age and more. gram shop more frequent-
membership program, dominating the world of "Prime has become an ly and spend more money,
now a decade old, which commerce. What started all-you-can-eat, physical- analysts say. ji
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