
Gov. Haley: We must reverse
cuts to nation's military forces
BY SUSANNE
M. SCHAFER
Associated Press

COLUMBIA ­ America's
military forces have been
weakened by budget cuts
that should be reversed, Gov.
Nikki Haley told a group of
senior military commanders
on Wednesday.
The Republican governor

made the comment during
her annual meeting with 10
???????????????????????????­
jor military installations, de­
?????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????­
tober. The group represents
Army, Navy, Air Force, Ma­
rine Corps and Coast Guard
installations.
Haley, whose husband

Michael serves in the South
Carolina Army National
Guard, said she wants to pre­
pare arguments for those in

Congress who continue to ar­
gue for military budget cuts.
She called the budget and

manpower cuts "terrible."
"We

have got
to reverse
course. We
have got to
strengthen
our mili­
tary. We
have to
strengthen
the equip­
ment and

the resources because we
don't know what is in the fu­
ture," Haley said.
The governor said U.S.

forces must be better pre­
pared, given international
and terrorism threats at home
and abroad.
At the session, Haley also

thanked the 4,000 members
of the South Carolina Na­

tional Guard who were called
to active duty to assist in the
state's emergency operations
by conducting evacuations as
well as road and dam repairs.
She noted that military com­
manders are being required
to beef up security, given at­
tacks such as the one in July
??????????????????????????????
service members killed in
shootings in Chattanooga,
Tennessee.
"But whatever it is, we're

not ready," Haley said.
Several of the military

commanders told the gover­
nor that besides the ongoing
slimming of the nation's
forces, they fear the automat­
ic budget cuts scheduled for
the coming years should the
process known as "sequestra­
tion" be allowed to continue.
Lt. Gen. Michael Garrett,

the three­star commander of
U.S. Army Central, pointed

out that his command head­
quarters was moved several
years ago to Shaw Air Force
Base in central South Caro­
lina with "over 1,000 soldiers
with 2,800 family members."
However, the Army is look­

ing to cut his headquarters
by 54 percent, resulting in a
reduction to 539 soldiers and
73 Army­employed civilians
by next fall, he said.
Those cuts have been or­

dered with no cutbacks in his
duties, the general added.
Garrett's forces include the

Third Army, which supports
U.S. military units in the
Middle East, western Africa
and southwest Asia and en­
gage terrorist organizations
throughout, he said.
Such instability in the

Middle East, coupled with
manpower reductions, re­
mains his top concerns, Gar­
rett said.

Haley
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Standard (featured in Top 10
Paper makes list of outstanding front pages
BY MAAYAN SCHECHTER
mschechter@ctikenstandard.com
The Aiken Standard received world­

wide recognition Wednesday for its
July 10 edition that featured the Con­
federate flag, a photo of South Caro­
lina Gov. Nikki Haley and an editorial
titled "Time to unite, heal in the Pal­
metto State" on the frontpage.
Newseum, an interactive museum of

news and journalism in Washington,
D.C., traditionally shows the top 10
front pages of each day from newspa­
pers around the world.
At the end of the year, Newseum

wraps up its top 10 notable front pages

­ judged by their "emotion and bold­
ness; the ability to provoke sympathy,
joy and outrage; and an unfettered
willingness to overstep boundaries.
They initiated debate and pulled read­
ers into the discussion. They hung
tough when their controversial deci­
sions were challenged by a worldwide
audience. Some made it to our daily
Top Ten list, some did not. They were
the epitome of a free press and stood
out among a crop of outstanding front
pages," as stated on Newseunrs web­
site.

The Aiken Standard was featured at
No. 5 on the list, one below the June
21 edition of The Post & Courier's
front page featuring a bed of roses
made of sweetgrass, native to Charles­
ton, and a list of names and short
biographies of the nine black parish­
ioners w ho were killed this summer at
the historic Emanuel AME Church by a
lone, white gunman.
The Post M Courier of Charleston

­ also owned by Evening Post P ub­

Please see NEWSEUM,Page 16A
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NEWSEUM
CONTINUED from 1A

lishing – was the only other
South Carolina paper to be
featured on the list.
"In a year marked by ter­

rorism, gun violence, war
refugees and debates over
???????????????????????­
ligious freedom and gay
marriage, 2015 could long
be remembered as the year
the press wore its heart on
its sleeve – or at least aired
its opinions on Page One,"
Newseum stated on its web­
site. "The Jan. 7 terrorist
attack on satirical newspa­
per Charlie Hebdo's Paris
newsroom, which resulted
in the deaths of 12 people,
including the paper's editor­
in­chief, set the tone for
an advocacy press that fre­
quently used the front page
as its soapbox."
After the nine parish­

ioners – including a state
senator – were killed in
June in Charleston, pho­
tos of the shooter, Dylann
Roof, circulated social me­
dia showing him holding a
????????????????
That photo sparked the

debate back to light about
???????????????????????
remain on the Statehouse
grounds or be moved to the
Confederate relic room. In
the end, Gov. Nikki Haley
signed a law that removed
??????????????????????????
The Aiken Standard re­

sponded to that action with
an editorial swept across
the front page, urging South
Carolinians to begin the
healing process to move for­
ward, and a quote from Hal­
ey: "It is a new day in South
Carolina, a day we can all
be proud of, a day that truly
brings us all together as
we continue to heal, as one
people and one state."
"After decades of impas­

sioned debate over the Con­
???????????????????????????
Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley
signed a law that removed
???????????????????????
House grounds," Newseum
stated. "The mass murder on
June 17 of nine black parish­
ioners inside Charleston's
Emanuel African Methodist
Episcopal Church precipi­
tated the new law. In a July

10 ceremony in Columbia,
??????????????????????????
In a front­page editorial that
included a large image of
????????????????????Aiken
Standard looked past the
decades­long controversy,
declaring "Time to unite,
heal in the Palmetto State."
Other featured front pages

included the March 31 edi­
tion of the The Indianapolis
Star, which featured a giant
color block with "Fix. This.
Now" in large bold print and
just an editorial, referencing
the adoption of the Reli­
gious Freedom Restoration
Act, a law that critics said
would allow businesses to
turn away gay and lesbian
customers due to religious
freedom.
The recent Dec. 5 edition of

the The New York Times with
????????????????????????????????????
1920 on the "gun epidemic" was
also featured in the Top 10.
To view Newseum's most

notable front pages of 2015, visit
bit.ly/1QftYvS.

Maayan Schechter is the
digital news editor with the
Aiken Standard. Follow on
Twitter @MaayanSchechter.
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YORKCOUNTYCOUNCIL

Resolution would bar
Syrianrefugeeshere
Councilplanstovote on resettlement Dec.21

Lastmonth, asimilar resolutiondiedwithoutavote

Terrorism, publicpressurereviveanti­refugeemeasure

BY BRISTOW MARCHANT

bmarchant@heraldonline.com
YORK

Afterletting the issue
dielast month without a
vote, theYork County
Councilwill revisitwheth­
er togo onthe recordin
opposition towelcoming
Syrianrefugees tothe
county.
The council onMonday

instructed countyattorney
MichaelKendree todraw
upanew resolutionad­
dressing whether people
displaced bythe four­year
civilwar inSyria shouldbe
admitted tothe United
States.Council members
will vote onthe new reso­
lution at their Dec.21
meeting.

Monday's decision
came onemonth after the
council tooknoactionon
aresolution offered by
CouncilmanBruce Hen­
derson that called on
SouthCarolina tosuspend
resettlement of refugees
"from NorthAfrica and
the Middle East,including
Syria." Thatmotiondied
when noother council
memberoffered asecond
tobringit toavote.
Since then,the refugee

issuehasbeen thrust back
into thenational spotlight

following

the terrorist
attacks in
Paris and
the mass
shooting by
a radical­
ized Muslim
couple in
California.

Multiple people havespo­
ken at recent council
meetings, sometraveling
fromoutside the county,
supportingHenderson's
contention that refugees
poseathreattonational
security.
"It'simperative that we

acton this," Henderson
said Monday. "We've seen
onTV theseevil actions....
I broughtthis tothe coun­

ciltwoweeks beforePa­
ris."
Authoritiessuspect at

least oneof theParis at­
tackers may havecome
fromSyria, althoughmany
ifnot all ofthe Paris at­
tackers werecitizens of
France or other European
countries.

'... DON'T LOOK FOR
DOLPHINS'
Henderson said his

resolution wouldbecalled
"anti­Muslim,anti­im­
migrant, whatever," but
added,"If yougetat­
tacked byashark, you
don't look fordolphins."

SEE REFUGEES,8A

FROMPAGE3A

REFUGEES
Manyspeakers in favor

of aresolution atMon­
day's meeting explicitly
tiedtheir opposition to
refugee resettlement spe­
cifically tothefact mostof
the refugees areMuslim.
MichaelReed with the
Columbia­based Palmetto
Christian Defense,called
onthe council topass a
resolution opposingall
Muslim refugees coming
into YorkCounty, echoing
callsfrompresidential
candidate Donald Trump

tobarany Muslim from
enteringthe United States.
Thatkindoftalkdisturbs

James"Jumah"Moore,
executivedirectorofthe
IslamicCenterofSouth
CarolinainRockHill.
"We've gottostop try­

ingput everybody inone
basket," Mooresaid."You
see other religionsdo
things, but Muslims seem
toget singled out."
Mooresupports the

United Stateshelping
Syrians fleeing thewar;

"It'snot areligious thing,
it's ahuman thing,"he
said.He doesn't knowof
any Syrians whoworship
at Rock Hill'sMasjid al­
Salam(Mosque of Peace),
but said there couldbe
someamong the mosque's
diversecongregation of33
separatenationalities.
Reed alsocited the case

of TashfeenMalik,the
Pakistani­bornwoman
identifiedas oneof the
SanBernardino shooters

alongwith her U.S.citizen
husband, asproof lax
securityscreenings of
those enteringthe country
poseadangertoAmer­
icans' safety.
"Ifthey can'tscreen out

one, howare they goingto
screen outthousands?"
Reed said,althoughMalik
entered the U.S.not as a
refugee but onamarriage
visa sponsoredby her
husband, SyedFarook.
"They don'thavethe
manpower."

Henderson
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'I LOVEAMERICA'
Mooresaid hehasn't

heard fromany county
officials as theresolution
is being developed. "It
seemslike somepeople
wanttoget ontheband­
wagon, andit doesn't
matter howthe people
who livehere feel,"Moore
said."Ilove America. I
was bornandraisedhere,
so it doesn'tmake any
sensetomethe rhetoric
youhear about howall
Muslims are bad."
Local Muslims aren't

the onlyonesconcerned
about the resolution.The
Rev.SamMcGregor, pas­
torat Allison Creek Pres­
byterianChurch nearLake
Wylie, said hewroteHen­
derson after thecouncil­

manfirst proposedthe
resolution expressinghis
disappointmentin the
measure.
"It seemswe've got

sweptup inafearful reac­
tion that targetscertain
folks," McGregorsaid.
"That goes againstwhat I
believe inas aChristian
andan American."
Earlierthis year,

McGregor wasoneof two
dozen pastors whocalled
for interreligiousharmony
with "our Muslim brothers
andsisters" and toured
YorkCounty's HolyIslam­
ville community(which is
distinct fromRock Hill's
mosque) after the settle­
ment wasthreatened with
violent attack.
He said he's particularly

concernedabout the refu­
gee situation"atthis time
of year,when asaChris­
tianIcelebrate a Christ
childwho was arefugee,
andfled toanother coun­
tryafter hewas born."
Ratherthan takeup

Henderson's resolution
again, Kendree, thecoun­
tyattorney, willcraft a
resolution similartoGov.

Nikki Haley'sposition on
the issue. Afterinitially
sayingshe supported help­
ingrefugees, Haley wrote
tothe U.S. StateDepart­
ment after theNov. 13
Paris attacks asking that
refugees not besentto
SouthCarolina.
Somecouncil members

indicated they wouldbe
willingto affirmHaley's
stance,although Hen­
derson said the governor
hadn't been forceful
enoughin opposingreset­
tlement.

NO RESETTLEMENT
PLANS FOR S.C.
World Relief Spartan­

burg,one oftwoSouth
Carolina nonprofitsthat
workwiththeU.S.Office
ofRefugeeResettlement,
saystherearenoplansfor
anyoftheestimated
10,000Syrianwarrefu­
geestheU.S.willadmit
nextyeartobesettledin
SouthCarolina.Executive
directorJasonLeesaid
sisterorganizationsin
NorthCarolinaandGeor­
giaaremorelikelytore­
ceiveSyrians,because

they'rebettersetuptodeal
withtheirparticularneeds.
"It'snot that wedon't

wantSyrians," Lee said,
"It'sjust that that'swhere
they willreceive thebest
services."
Lee saysthe pushto

block Syrianresettlement
is basedon misinforma­
tion and"political postur­
ing,"but said he hasno
problem withHaley's
stance onthe issue,since
hesays the governor has
generallybeen supportive
of theneeds ofrefugees
resettled inthe state.
Inany event, statesand

localities havefewavail­
abletools tostopthe fed­
erally runresettlement
program, muchless the
movement ofindividual
refugees after they enter
the country.
"This isaverymobile

country," Councilman
Robert Winklersaid Mon­
day. "Ifyoulet whoever
into onecounty, they can
come intoany county."

BristowMarchant:
803­329­4062,
@BristowatHome
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Rights group opens Lancaster
chapterafter rash of shootings
Newlyformedchapterwill
addressblack­on­black
violence,issuesineducational
system
...................................................................

Organizerssayresidentsneed
totakemoreinterestin
communityandtheirneighbors
...................................................................

"Weshallovercome.But,we've
got towork togetheras ateam,
as abody."

BY TEDDY KULMALA

tkulmala@heraldonline.com

LANCASTER
Less thanaweekafter her

sonswere gunned downin
southCharlotte, Laverne
McGriff issetting outtokeep
other parents fromundertaking
the painfultask of planning
funeralsfor their children.
McGriff spokeTuesday at a

news conference held bythe
newlyformed Lancasterchapter
of theNational ActionNetwork
civilrightsgroup, which was
launched inresponse toarecent
string ofshooting deaths inthe
area.
McGriff'ssons, 29­year­old

Naquivs Bensonand 28­year­old
JarvisMandrell Benson, and
their friend JavariusMcGee,
were found shot todeathina
home onChina GroveChurch
Road insouthCharlotte near
the statelineFriday.Both the
Benson brothers were Lancaster
natives.

AuthoritiesinCharlotte and
Lancasterare investigating
whether thekillings arerelated
tothe Nov. 28 unsolved killing
of CarlosAntonioMassey in
Lancaster.Massey was afriend
of thevictimsinFriday's triple
homicidethat remains un­
solved.
"They may beyoung or old,

but they'restilltheir mother's
child," said McGriff,whoon
Tuesday lamentedthat so many
young menare growing upwith­
outfathers or positive male role
models intheir lives.
"They're allowing theworld

andthe street toteachthem
how tobeaman," shesaid.
"They're not being taught....
Whatare youdoing when you
seethat littlechildis going
astray? Somebody'sgot toreach
out theirhand andsay, 'Ican
help you.Letmeshow youthe

way. This isnot the rightway.'"
Tuesday's news conference

kicked offthe Lancasterchapter
of theNational ActionNetwork,
which wasfounded in1991 by
the Rev.Al Sharpton inNew
YorkCity. KimCunningham,
president ofthe Lancasterchap­
ter, said theyare building the
chapter throughmembership
enrollment andhavealistof
issues they wantto addressin
2016, including voter education,
educational issues inthe Lan­
caster Countyschooldistrict
and violenceinthe area.
Cunningham said she's been

incontact with LancasterCoun­
tySheriffBarry Faile and Lan­
caster PoliceChief Harlean
Carter, both ofwhomare on
board towork with the group.
One issuethe networktargets

SEE SHOOTINGS,6A
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FROM PAGE1A

SHOOTINGS
isblack­on­black crime,
whichis an "epidemic"
around SouthCarolina
andthe restofthe nation,
said JamesJohnson, state
coordinatorfor the Na­
tionalAction Network.
The violence, hesaid, is
fueledinpartby illegal
gunsonthe streets and
problemsinthe education
system.
"Aconversation must

behad about thenumber
ofblack males that's dying
acrossthe stateof South
Carolina,"hesaid. "Those
illegalguns canbe hadfor
$40. Whenwe putguns in
thecommunity and we
throwdrugs behind it,we
haveawar."
Johnsonsaid state coor­

dinatorsinthe network
willask Gov.Nikki Haley
andlocallaw enforcement
tostepupefforts to keep
gunsfrom endingupon
thestreets andinthe
handsof criminals.
LucillePuckett, a Char­

lotterepresentative ofthe
NationalAction Network,
said changehasto starton
theindividual level.
"Itstarts with us inour

neighborhoods," shesaid.
"Wecan't expect thegov­
ernortodo it;it's goingto
takeus. Wesay, 'Black
livesmatter, blacklives
matter'–black liveshave
tomatter tous asblacks,
asAfrican­Americans. It's
notthe Caucasians, it's

notthe Hispanics.It's
blackskilling blacks."
McGriffimplored par­

entstobemore involved
intheir children'slives,
andfor peopletotake
moreof an interest in
their neighbors'lives.
"Iagree, it's notablack

thingor awhite thing, but
it bothers me asamother
toseeso many young
blackmen dying andso
manyyoung black women
raisingboys bythem­
selves, notknowing what
todo,"shesaid. "Guys tell
theminthe street, 'Thisis
whatyou needtodo.'"
"Weshall overcome,"

shesaid."But,we've got
towork togetheras a
team,as abody."

Johnsonechoed
McGriff'ssentiments, and
said network representa­
tives willmeet later this
month tofurtherdevelop
aplanof action.Earlynext
year,hesaid, members
willstart talkingwith
families theysee inthe
communityto remind
parents totalk withtheir
childrenabout the dangers
ofguns anddrugs.
"Wedon't knowwho we

talkto that it may deter
themfromshooting some­
body,"hesaid."It may
sink intotheir brain."

TeddyKulmala:
803­329­4082,
@teddy_kulmala

''ACONVERSATIONMUSTBEHADABOUTTHENUMBEROF
BLACKMALESTHAT'SDYINGACROSSTHESTATEOFSOUTH
CAROLINA.THOSEILLEGALGUNSCANBEHADFOR$40.
WHENWEPUTGUNSINTHECOMMUNITYANDWETHROW
DRUGSBEHINDIT,WEHAVEAWAR.
James Johnson, statecoordinator for theNational Action Network
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ANDY BURRISS aburriss@heraldonline.com

LaverneMcGriff, left,iscomforted by Apostle Mamie Wilsonofthe ResurrectionofLife Churchin
Lancaster on Tuesday after the National ActionNetwork announced itsnewchapter.
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ANDY BURRISS aburriss@heraldonline.com

Laverne McGriff isthe motherof two Lancaster menrecently shotto deathin Charlotte.
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Trump speech evokes
response across state
South Carolina Republicans are criticizing presidential
candidate for proposal to block Muslims from entering the US
AMANDA COYNE ? THE GREENVILLE NEWS
From the state party chair to the average voter, South Carolina Repub­
licans have criticized presidential Donald Trump's proposal to block
Muslims from entering the U.S. Before a rally at the U.S.S. Yorktown in
Mount Pleasant, Trump issued a statement saying Muslims should be
barred from coming to the U.S. "until our country's representatives can
figure out what is going on."
"Until we are able to determine and

understand this problem and the dan­
gerous threat it poses, our country can­
not be the victims of horrendous
attacks by people that believe only in
Jihad and have no sense of reason or re­
spect for human life," Trump said in the

release.
South Carolina Republican Party

Chairman Matt Moore denounced
Trump's position Monday night on Twit­
ter.
"As a conservative who truly cares

about religious liberty, Donald Trump's
bad idea and rhetoric send a shiver
down my spine," Moore wrote.
"American exceptionalism means

always defending our inalienable

See TRUMP, Page 6A

Trump
Continued from Page 1A
rights, not attacking them
when it's politically con­
venient."
Reached Tuesday

morning, Moore said he
believes the views he
expressed echo "most Re­
publicans on this issue."
Gov. Nikki Haley also

rejected Trump's propos­
al, saying it was "an
embarrassment to the Re­
publican Party" when
asked at a press confer­

ence Tuesday, according
to The State.
"It's just an embarrass­

ment to the Republican
Party," Haley said.
"It's absolutely un­

American. It's unconstitu­
tional. It defies every­
thing this country was
based on and it's just
wrong."
Trump has ramped up

his anti­Muslim rhetoric
up since deadly terrorist

attacks in Paris killed 130
people in November and
14 people were killed in
San Bernadino, Califor­
nia, last week by a mar­
ried Muslim couple,
which President Barack
Obama has called a terror­
ist attack.
Trump previously said

Muslims in Jersey City,
New Jersey could be seen
celebrating after the ter­

rorist attacks on Sept. 11,
2001, a claim that has been
widely discredited.
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Supporter Erich Schmid, center, from Hilton
Head, waits to hear Republican presidential
candidate Donald Trump speak.

PHOTOS BY MIC SMITH/AP
Republican presidential candidate, Donald Trump, speaks during a rally coinciding with Pearl Harbor Day at Patriots Point.
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Muslims say
politicians
playing race card
JEFF WILKINSON
JWILKINSON@THESTATE.COM

Zohra Arastu migrated
to the United States from
India with her husband, a
young surgeon, in 1976.
In addition to being an

artist and a mother, she
teaches American chil­
dren how to read transla­
tions of the Quran proper­
ly. But recently, she has
grown more concerned
that U.S. presidential can­
didates are playing the
race card against Mus­
lims, preying on "Islamo­
phobia" to gain votes.
"How do we make them
stop?" she asked during a
forum to promote cross­
religious understanding
at the Lutheran Theologi­
cal Southern Seminary in
Columbia on Monday
night. "They are undoing
all that we are trying to do
here." The "town meet­
ing" was organized by the
As­Salaam mosque on
Monticello Road, whose
members are mostly Afri­
can­American Muslims,
and hosted by the semi­
nary. It was the third such
meeting at the seminary
since the Nov. 13 terror at­
tacks in Paris. About 100
attended. The meeting be­
gan with the mosque's
Imam, Omar Shaheed,
who converted to Islam in
the 1970s, joining a host of

Muslim leaders and or­
ganizations across the
country to condemn the
violence associated with
Muslim extremism, in­
cluding last week's shoot­
ing in San Bernardino,
Calif., which is consid­
ered the deadliest act of
terrorism on United
States soil since Sept. 11,
2001. Fourteen people
were killed in the San Ber­
nardino attack. The vio­
lence "is not coming from
Muslims," he said. "It is
coming from a group that
is dealing in politics."
Included on the panel

was Mohamad Dahoudi,
Imam of the Islamic Soci­
ety of Augusta, Georgia,
who said such condemna­
tions are nothing new.
Moderate Muslims have
been condemning vio­
lence since the World
Trade Center attack, and
they continue to do so, he
said. He added the drum­
beat for constant state­
ments of separation from
the terrorists are growing
tedious. "We are victims
of the extremists as much
as you are," he said.
Several speakers noted

that Dylann Roof, who al­
legedly murdered nine
black parishioners at
Emanuel AME Church in
Charleston, sometimes at­
tended St. Paul's Lutheran
Church in Columbia. "No

one blamed all Christians
for Dylann Roof," said the
Lutheran seminary's
James Thomas. "No one
held Lutherans responsi­
ble."

Dahoudi said the group
that calls itself Islamic
States is a political, not a
religious, organization.
"They are radicals, ter­
rorists, extremists," he
said. "There is nothing
there about faith."
Dahoudi added that

when terrorists, crimi­
nals or the mentally ill are
first labeled Muslim,
"that is not fair." For in­
stance, singling out Syri­
an refugees as a threat to
the nation was misguided,
he said, adding that none
of the Paris shooters were
Syrian and none were ref­
ugees. Several Republi­
can presidential candi­
dates and governors, in­
cluding South Carolina
Gov. Nikki Haley, have
said Syrian refugees
should be barred from en­
tering the country. Candi­
date Donald Trump has
advocated barring all
Muslims. Dahoudi said
that would damage the
country's future.
Apple founder "Steve

Jobs was the son of a Syri­
an immigrant," he said.
"Where would you be
without him? No iPhones,
no iPads."
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