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62-1100 Purpose of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship

Pursuant to Act 458 and amended by Act 95 and Act 162 in 2005, the Commission on Higher
Education shall promulgate regulation and establish procedures to administer the Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship Program. The General Assembly established the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Program to foster scholarship among the State’s postsecondary students and retain
outstanding South Carolina high school graduates in the State through awards based on
scholarship and achievement. The purpose of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Program is to
recognize the most academically talented high school seniors in South Carolina and to encourage



them to attend eligible colleges or universities in the State. A secondary purpose is to help retain
talented minority students who might otherwise pursue studies outside the State.

62-1105 Purpose of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement

Pursuans 1o Act (15, which was cstablished in 2007 as Title 59 of the 1976 code during the 2007
logislative session, the Commission on Higher Lducation shall promulgate regulation and
establish procedures for administration of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement. The
General Assembly established the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement in order to loster
scholarship among the State’s postsccondary students through awards based on scholarship and
achievement. The purpose of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement program is to
recognize the most academically talented college students throughout the state ot South Carolina
in the areas of mathematics and science and cncourage them to attend eligible colieges or
umversities tn the State.

In order to receive a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement, all students must qualify
for a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship as stipulated herein.

62-1110 Allocation of Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Funds and Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement Funds (o Public and Independent Institutions

A. Funds made available for higher education grants and scholarships under Chapter 143 of Title
59 of the 1976 Code, as amended under Act 458, South Carolina Children First: Resources for
Scholarship and Tuition Act of 1996, shall be included in the annual appropriation to the
Commission on Higher Education. Fifty percent of the appropriation shall be designated for the
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Program and the remaining fifty percent shall be for the Need-
based Grants Program. However, in instances where the equal division of the appropriated funds
between the Palmeito Fellows Scholarship and Need-based Grants Programs exceeds the capacity
to make awards in either program, the Commission on Higher Education has the authority to re-
allocate the remaining funds between the two programs. The Commission on Higher Education
shall award to eligible students attending eligible independent or public institutions as Paimetto
Fellows Scholarships as follows:

1. Of the funds allocated to public institutions, the percentage shall be equivalent to the
percentage of the public institution’s share of the total South Carolina resident undergraduate fuil-
time headcount enroliment in the preceding year.

2. Of the funds allocated to independent institutions, the percentage shall be equivalent
to the percentage of the independent institutions' share of the total South Carolina resident
undergraduate full-time headcount enrollment in the preceding year and will be determined
annually by the South Carolina Commission on Higher Education and the Tuition Grants
Commission.

B. Under the South Carolina Education Lottery Act, a designated amount shall be allocated for
Palmetto Fellows Scholarships and shall be included in the annual appropriation to the
Commission on Higher Education.

C. After expending funds appropriated for Palmetto Fellows Scholarships and Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement from all other sources, there is automatically appropriated from the




general fund of the State whatever amount is necessary to provide Palmetto Fellows Scholarships
to all students meeting the requirements of Section 59-104-20.

62-1115 Definitions

A. “Academic year” is defined as the twelve-month period of time during which a full-time
student is expected to eamn thirty credit hours. The period of time used to measure the academic
year will consist of the fall, spring and summer terms (or its equivalent).

B. “Approved five-ycar program” shall be defined as a five-year program as defined and
approved by the Commussion on Higher Education to receive the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
for a maximum of ten terms at the same eligible institution in order to complete the requirements
for a bachelor’s degree. An approved five-year bachelor’s degree program does not include
institutional and cooperative “3+2” programs.

C. “Bachelor’s degree program” is defined as an undergraduate program of study leading to the
first bachelor's degree as defined by the U.S. Department of Education,

D. “CIP Code (Classification of Instructional Program)” The U.S. Department of Education’s
standard for federal surveys and state reporting for institutional data (majors, minors, options and
courses). For the purposc of reeeiving the Palmetto Feltows Scholarship Enhancement, C1P
Codes have been approved by the Commission on Higher Educations for cligible degree
programs in the fields of mathematics and science.

E. *Cumulative GPA” is defined as the institutional GPA used for graduation purposes, which
includes dividing the number of quality points camned in all courses attempted by the total degree-
credit hours in all courses attempted at the student’s home nstitution.

F. “Declared major” shail be defined, for the purposes of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
Enhancement, as a degree program in which a student is enrolted as a full-time, degrec-secking
student. The student must meet all requirements as stipulated by the policies established by the
institution and the academic department to be enrolled as a declared major in an eligible program.
Students cannot take courses related to a specific program without mceting institytional and
departmental policics and be considered as a declared major. Students must be enrolled as a
declared major in an eligible program that is approved and assigned a CIP code by the
Commission. Eligible programs arc those listed as such on the Commission’s website.

G. “Degree-secking student™ is defined as any student enrolled full-time in a program of study
that leads to the first bachelor’s degree or a program of study that is structured so as not to require
a bachelor’s degree at an eligible independent or public institution. Students are eligible to
receive the Scholarship for a maximum of cight terms (or its cquivalent) rowards an
undergraduate degree only, as long as all other eligibility requirements are mct and the program is
approved by the Commission on Higher Education.  Students must maintain their undergraduate
status, with the exception of students enrotled in the Master of Science in Physician Assistant
studies, Master of Science in Cytology and Biosciences and the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at
the University of South Carolina and the Medical University of South Carolina, in order to
reccive a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Fnhancement cach
academic vear.

H. “Lligible degree program/Qualitying degree program™ shall be defined, for the purposes of the
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement, as a degree program in mathematics or science as




approved by the SC Commission on Higher Education. These programs include science und
mathematics disciplines, computer science or informational technology, engineering, und health
care and related disciplines including medicine and dentistry as defined by the Commission on
Iligher Education. Enrollment in a minor docs not meet the requirements of an cligible degrece
program for a Palmetto Feltows Scholarship Enhancement.  Students must be enrolled as a
declared major in an eligible program that is approved and assigned a CIP code by the
Commission, LCligible/Qualifving programs are those listed as such on the Commission’s
website,

1. “Felonies” shall be defined as crimes classified under State statute {Section 16-1-10) for which
the punishment in federal or state law and typically requires imprisonment for more than one
year.

1. “Fifth year/senior year” shall mean any student who is carolled in his or her ninth or tenth
semester of full-time, undergraduate courscwork in an approved five-year program following
high school graduation. The student is in histher fifth year of consccutive, full-time college
enrollment based on the student’s initial date of college cenroilment after graduation trom high
school. Exempted credit hours (such as AP, CLEP, etc.), credit hours camed before high school
gradation, and credit hours ¢amed the summer term immediately following high school
graduation cannot be used to meet the annual credit hour requirement for continued chgibility as
determined for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship.

K. “First year student/Freshman™ shail mean any student who is enrolled as a first year student in
his or her first or second semester of undergraduate coursework following high school graduation.
Exempted credit hours (such as AP, CLEP, ctc.), credit hours earned before high school
gradation, and credit hours camned the summer term immediately following high school
gradualion cannot be used to meet the annual credit hour requirement for continued eligibility as
determined tor the Palmetto Feltows Scholarship.

L. “For graduation purposes” is defined as any grade or credit hour that the home institution
requires in accordance with their policies and procedurcs for graduation of the student, including
electives and additional coursework.

M. “Fourth yearisenior year™ shall mean seventh or eighth semester of full-time, undergraduate
coursework following high school graduation. The student is in hisher fourth year of
consceulive. full-time college enroilment based on the student’s initial date of college enrollment
after graduation from high school. Excmpted credit hours (such as AP, CLEP. etc.), credit hours
camed before high school gradation, and credit hours carned the summer term immediately
following high school graduation cannot be used to meet the annual credit hour requirement for
continued cligibility as determined for the Palmetto Feltows Scholarship.

N. “Full-time student” shall mean any student who has matriculated into a program of study
leading to the first bachelor’s degree or a program of study that is structured so as not to require a
bachelor's degree and leads to a graduate degree and who enrolls full-time, usually fifteen credit
hours for fall and spring terms or twelve credit hours for fall, eight credit hours for winter, and
twelve credit hours for spring trimester terms. In order for the student to be cligible for
Scholarship disbursement, the student must be enrolled full-time at the home institution as
stipulated by Title IV Regulations, except that credit hours may not include
remedial/deveclopmental coursework under no circumstances.

O. “High school” shall be defined as a public or private high school located within South




Carolina, an approved home school program as defined in rclevant State Statute {Sections 59-65-
40, 45, and 47) or a preparatory high school located outside of the State while the student is a
dependent of a legal resident of South Carolina who has custody or pays child support and college
expenses of the dependent high school student in accordance with Section 59-112-10. A
"preparatory high school” (out-of-state) is defined as a school recognized by the state in which
the school is located to offer curricula through the twelfth grade and prepares students for college
entrance.

P. “Home institution” shall be defined as the institution where the student is currently enrolled as
a degree-secking student and may be eligible for financial aid at the same institution.

Q. “Independent institutions/private institutions” are defined, for the purposes of the Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship Program, as those four-year institutions eligible to participate in the South
Carolina Tuition Grants Program as defined in Chapter 113 of Title 59 of the 1976 Code, which
stipulates that an "independent institution of higher learning means any independent
eleemosynary junior or senior college in South Carolina whose major campus and headquarters
are located within South Carolina and which is accredited by the Southerm Association of
Colleges and Schools; or an independent bachelor’s level institution which was incorporated in its
original charter in 1962, was granted a license to operate in 1997 by the Commission on Higher
Education, has continued to maintain a campus in South Carolina, and is accredited by the
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. Institutions whose sole purpose is religious or
theological training or the granting of professional degrees do not meet the definition of “public
or independent institutions’ for purpose of this charter”. Two-year independent institutions are
not eligible to participate in the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Program.

R. “Ineligible degree program™ shall be defined, for the purposes of the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement, as a degree program that is not on the Commission’s posted list of
approved eligible programs.

S. “Misdemeanor offenses” shall be defined as crimes classified under State statute (Scetion 16-1-
100), lcss serious than felonies, and are typically punishable by fine or imprisonment for less than
one year. A complete listing is located under Title 16 of State statute. Examples of alcohol
and/or drug-related misdemeanor offenses in South Carolina include, but are not limited to,
possession of alcohol under the age of 21, possession of marijuana/illegal drugs, open container,
transfer of alcohol to persons under 21, providing false information as to age (fake identification),
etc.

T. “Military mobilization” is defined as a situation in which the U.S. Department of Defense
orders members of the United Stated Armed Forces to active duty away from their normal duty
assignment during a time of war or national ¢cmergency.

U. “Multi-handicapped student” shall be defined as a student who, in addition to being visually or
hearing impaired, has at least one additional disabling condition that qualifies the student to
receive specialized postsecondary education.

V. “Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Recipient” is defined as a student who mceets all of the
eligibility requirements to reccive a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship.  Students who mect the
chgibility requirements for a Palmetto Fetlows Scholarship but do not receive any Palmctio
Fellows Scholarship funds, due to the cost of attendance being met by other sources of financial
atd will be classified as a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship recipient.




W. “Program of study that is structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree for acceptance
into the program and leads to a graduate degree”, which will be the student’s first academic
degree awarded. Students are eligible to receive the Scholarship for a maximum of eight terms
(or its equivalent) towards their undergraduate degree as long as all other eligibility requirements
are met and the program is approved by the Commission on Higher Education. Students who
have been awarded a bachelor’s or graduate degree are not eligible for Scholarship funding.
Students must maintain their undergraduate status each academic term, with the exception of
students cnrolled in the Master of Science in Physician Assistant studics, Master of Science in
Cytology and Biosciences and the Doctor of Pharmacy program at the University of South
Carolina and the Medical University of South Carolina,

X. “Public institutions” are defined, for the purposes of the Palmetio Fellows Scholarship
Program, as those four-year bachelor’s degree-granting institutions as defined in Chapter 103 of
Title 59 of the 1976 Code, which stipulates "public higher education shall mean state-supported
education in the postsecondary field." Public two-year institutions and technical colleges are not
eligible for participation in this Program.

Y. “Remedial/developmental coursework™ shall be defined as sub-collegiate level preparatory
courses in English, mathematics, reading, or any other course deemed remedial by the institution
where the course is taken.

7. "Second year/sophomore year” shall mean any student who is cnrotled in his or her third or
fourth semester of full-time, undergraduate coursework following high school graduation, The
student is in his/her sccond year of consecutive, full-time college enrollmemt bascd on the
student’s initial date of college enrollment after graduation from high school. Exempted credit
hours (such as AP, CLEP, cte.), credit hours carned before high school gradation, and credit hours
carned the summer term immediately following high school graduation cannot be used to meet
the annual credit hour requirement for continued cligibility as determined for the Palmetio
Fellows Scholarship.

AA. “South Carolina resident” shall be defined as an individual who satisfies the requirements of
residency in accordance with the state of South Carolina Statute for Tuition and Fees, Section 59-
112-10, and all related guidelines and regulations promuigated by the Commission on Higher
Education as determined by the institutional residency officer each academic year.

BB. “Satisfactory academic progress in a major” shall be defined as the progress required by the
institution and academic department in which the student is enrolled as a full-time, degree-
secking student. The student must meet all requirements for satisfactory academic progress
towards degree completion of the declared major as established by the policies of both the
institution and the declared major in which the student is enrolled to meet the requirements of
satisfactory academic progress. :

CC. “Transfer student” is defined, for the purposes of this Program, as a student who has changed
full-time enrollment from a four-ycar institution to another eligible independent or public
institution.

DD, ~Third year/junior year” shalt mean the fifth or sixth sernester of full-time, undergraduate
coursework following high school graduation. The student is enrolled in his/her third year of
consecutive, full-time enroliment bascd on the student’s initial date of coltege enrollment after
graduation from high school.  Fxempted credit hours (such as AP, CLED. e¢te ), credit hours
carned before high school gradation, and credit hours carned the summer (e iminediately




following high school graduation cannot be used to meet the annuat credit hour requirement for
continued eligibility as determined for the Palmetto Feflows Scholarship.

EE. *3 plus 2 programs™ ts defined, for the purposes of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
F:nhancement, as a program (typically an engincering major) in which a student completes three
vears of 4 baccalaurcate program at one institution, at which time the student transfers to a second
mstitution and completes the remaining two years of an undergraduate degree program. When
the student completes the fourth year of cnroliment, credit hours are transferred back to the initial
institution, which confers the first baccalaurcate degree {e.g., physics) using articulated credits
from the sccomd institution, the student receives the sccond baccalaureate degree (e.g.,
engineering). 3 plus 2 programs for the purposes of recciving the Paimetto Fellows Scholarship
Enhancement shall be defined and approved by the SC Commission on Higher Fducation.
Students must be enrolled as a declared major in an cligible program that is approved and
assigned a C1P code by the Commission. Enroilment in a minor does not meet the requirement of
an chigible degree program for a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement award,

62-1120 Student Eligibility for Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Scholarship
Enhancement

A. In order to qualify for consideration for a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship, a student must:
1. Meet the eligibility criteria stipulated under the “Student Application” Section;
2. Be cnrolled as a senior in an eligible high school,

3. Be & legal resident of South Carolina as defined in applicable State Statute governing the
determination of residency for tuition and fee purposes at the time of college enrollment;

4. Bc a U.S. citizen or a legal permanent resident that meets the definition of an eligible non-
citizen under State Residency Statute;

5. Be seriously considering attending, have applied, or have been accepted for admission to an
cligible four-year bachelor’s degree-granting independent or public institution in South Carolina
as a first-time, full-time, degree-seeking student;

6. Certify that he/she has never been adjudicated delinquent, convicted, or pled guilty or nolo
contendere to any felonies or any sccond or subsequent alcohol/drug related offenses under the
laws of this or any other state or under the laws of the United States in order to be cligible for a
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship, except that a high school or college student otherwise qualificd
who has been adjudicated delinquent or has been convicted or pled guilty or nolo contendere to a
sccond or subsequent alcohol or drug-related misdemeanor offense nevertheless shall be cligible
or continue to be cligible for such scholasships after the expiration of one academic year from the
date of the adjudication, conviction, or plca by submitting a signed affidavit each academic year
to the institution. However, a high school or college student who has been adjudicated
delinquent, convicted, or pled guilty or nolo contendere of a second alcohol/drug related
misdemeanor offense is ineligible for the next academic year of enrollment at an eligible
institution after the date of the adjudication, conviction or plea. If the adjudication, conviction, or
plea occurs during the academic year after the student has already submitted a signed affidavit to
the institution, the student will be eligible to receive the Scholarship the remainder of the
academic year. However, the student will be ineligible for the Scholarship the following entire
academic year of enrollment. If a student completes a pretrial intervention program and has




his/her record cxpunged the conviction will not affect Scholarship eligibility;

B. Submit the official Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Application by the established deadline(s)
and comply with all the directions contained therein.

C. The high schools shall ensure that all students meeting the cligibility criteria are given the
opportunity to be included in the applicant pool.

D. A student who graduates immediately after the high school junior year is eligible to apply for
the Palmetio Fellows Scholarship, providing that the student meets all eligibility requirements as
described in the “Student Eligibility” Section, and providing that the student is entering an
eligible indecpendent or public institution not later than the fall term immediately foliowing high
school graduation.

E. Students receiving a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship are not eligible for a LIFE Scholarship, SC
HOPE Scholarship or Lottery Tuition Assistance.

F. Any student who attempts to obtain or obtains a Paimetto Feliows Scholarship through means
of a willfully false staterment or failure to reveal any material fact, condition, or circumstances
affecting eligibility will be subject to applicable civil or criminal penalties, including loss of the
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship.

G. To be eligible for a Palmetto Fetlows Scholarship Enhancement cach academic year, the
student must:

1. Meet all of the cligibility requircinents at the end of cach academic year to reccive a Palmetto
Feliows Scholarship as stipulated by state law and regulation and be & recipient of Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship funds at the time of Enhancement disbursement.

2. Be enrolled as a full-time, degrec-secking student in a declared major in science, mathematics
or an cligible program that is approved and assigned a CIP code by the Commission on Higher
Fducation. [Cligible programs include degrees awarded in mathcmatics and science ficlds,
computer scicnee or informational technology, mathemalics or science education, engincering,
and healthcare and related disciplines including medicine and dentistry. The student must be
making satisfactory academic progress lowards completion of their declared major.

3, The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement is 10 be an annual award. Half to be disbursed
in the full und halt to be disbursed in the spring. Students who change their major from an
incligible degree program to an eligible degree program during the same academic ycuar shall not
receive the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement during that academic year,

4. Be enrolled at an eligible four-year public or independent institution ocated in South Carolina.

5. Effective for the 2007-08 academic year only, all students who arc cnrolled at a tour-year
mstitution as sophomores, juniors and seniors must meet the continued eligibility requirements of
carning at least 30 credit hours cach academic year und a mimimum 3.0 cumulative institutional
GPA as stipulated by law and regulation for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship by the end off cach
academic year, be a recipient of Palmetio Fellows Scholarship funds, and be enrolled as a full-
lime, degree-seeking student in a declared major of science or mathematics in an cligible program
that (s approved and assigned a CIP code by the Commission on Higher Education at the ume of
disbursement of Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement funds. These students may continue




to recerve the Palmetto Fetlows Scholarship Enhancement for their remaining terms of eligibility
for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship. To be awarded a Palmetio Fellows Schelarship
Cnhancement cach year, these students must meet all requirements in section 62-1115 and be
cnrolled as a full-time. degree-seeking student in a declared major of science or mathematics in
an cligible program that is approved and assigned a CTP code by the Commission on Higher
Fducation at the time of disbursement of Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement funds; or

6. Beginning with the fall 2007 freshman class and thereafter, all students must have successfully
completed a total of at least fourteen credit hours of instruction in mathemaltics and life and
physical scicnee courses with a minimum of six hours in mathematics and a minimum of six
hours in {ife and physical scienee including one laboratory course during the first year of
cnrollment. For the purpose of meeting the required minimum level of instruction in mathematics
and life and physical science courses during a student's first year, Exempted Credit [Tours,
College Level Examination Program (CLEP), Dual Enroltment, courses taken during the summer
session immediately prior (o the student’s initial college enrollment, Pass/Fail courses with a
grade of “"Pass™ (only), International Baccalaurcate (IB) courses and Advanced Placement (AP)
courses in mathematics and life and physical scicnces taken in high school in which the student
scored a three or more on the advanced placement test and received college credit may count
toward the fulfillment of this minimum requirement. Remediai/developmental, continuing
education, and non-degree credit courscwork cannot be used to meet the specified fourteen hour
mathematics and science credit hour requirement to gain eligibility to receive the Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship Enhancement or to meet the requircmenis 1o receive a Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship.

7. Be in the sccond, third or fourth year of full-time cnrollment (based on initial date of college
enrollment after high school graduation) at an eligible four-year public or independent institution
in South Carolina. Students cnrolled full-time in an eligible, approved live-year degree program
may he cligible to receive a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement in their fifth ycar of
coilege enrollment (based on initial dalc of college enrollment after high school graduation).
Students enrolled full-time in an cligible, approved 3 plus 2 program may be cligible to receive
the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement for six consecutive terms (i.c., three academic
years).

62-1125 Student Application

A. The Commission on Higher Education will send information regarding the application process
to all South Carolina high schools, horne school associations and district superintendents. High
school officials will identify students who meet the specified eligibility criteria by each
established deadline. Applications must be submitted no later than the established deadline(s)
along with the appropriate signatures, official transcripts and test score verification to the
Commission on Higher Education. Students who are enrolled at out-of-state high schools are
personally responsible for contacting the Commission on Higher Education about the application
process and must adhere to the same established deadline(s).

B. The high schools and home school associations shall submit a list to the Commission on
Higher Education indicating the names of all students who meet the eligibility criteria according
to the high school. The list shall indicatc whether the student is submitting 2 completed
application or declining the opportunity to submit an application. If the student declines the
opportunity to submit an application, the high school will submit a form for each of these
students, signed by both the student and the parent/guardian, and indicating the reason(s) for not
submitting an application. Students who decline to apply for the Scholarship forfeit any future



eligibility under the Program.

C. Applications for early awards must be submitted to the Commission on Higher Education for
the Palmetto Fcllows Scholarship by the date established in December each academic year.
Students must meet one of the following academic criteria in order to be eligible to apply for the
carly awards (students cannot use early awards criteria to meet the final awards deadline):

1. Score at least 1200 on the SAT or 27 on the ACT through the November test administration
of the senior year; earn a minimum 3.50 cumulative GPA at the end of the junior year; and rank
in the top six percent of the class at the end of either the sophomore or the junior year; or

2. Score at least 1400 on the SAT or 32 on the ACT through the November test administration
of the senior year and earn a minimum 4.00 cumulative GPA at the end of the junior year, without
regard to class rank,

D. Applications for final awards must be submitted to the Commission on Higher Education for
the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship by the date established in June each academic year. Students
must meet one of the following academic criteria in order to be cligible to apply for the final
awards:

1. Score at least 1200 on the SAT or 27 on the ACT through the June test administration of the
senior year; earn a minimum 3.50 cumulative GPA at the end of the senior year; and rank in the
top six percent of the class at the end of the senior ycar; or

2. Score at least 1400 on the SAT or 32 on the ACT through the June test administration of the
senior year and earn a minimum 4.00 cumulative GPA at the end of the senior year, without
regard to class rank.

E. Students must have official certification that they earned the requisite score on the SAT I or an
equivalent ACT score. The Commission on Higher Education shall convert all ACT scores to the
equivalent SAT scores. In order to determine the minimum composite score for the SAT,
students must use the highest Math score combined with the highest Critical Reading score
(formerly known as the Verbal score). Students may use the highest Math score and highest
Critical Reading/Verbal score from different test administrations. However, students cannot use
the Writing subsection score to meet the minimum SAT score requirement. Students may use the
SAT version prior to March 2005 and/or the new version to meet the SAT score requirement. In
order to determine the minimum composite score for the ACT, students must use the highest
composite score based upon one test administration.

F. Grade point averages must be based on the Uniform Grading Scale, reported with at least two
dccimal places, and may not be rounded up. -

G. The number of students included in the top six percent of the class will be the next whole
numbser if the top six percent is not already a whole number. For example, a class size of 185
students would include the top twelve students since 11.1 rounds up to twelve. For those high
schools that have fewer than twenty students in the class, the top two students (students ranked as
number one and two) shall be considered for the Scholarship regardless of whether they rank m
the top six percent of the class. These students must meet all other cligibility criteria.

H. In order to apply for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship by using rank as an eligibility criterion,
home school students must be a member of an approved home school program (as defined in
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relevant State Statute) that provides an official class rank for their members. If a home school
student i5 unable to obtain rank verification, he/she may also be eligible by using the alternative
criteria of scoring at least 1400 on the SAT (or 32 on the ACT) and carning a minimum 4.00
cumulative GPA on the Uniform Grading Scale, without regard to class rank. These students
must meet all other eligibility criteria.

I. Students who attend out-of-state preparatory high schools must be eligible to apply by using
the alternative criteria of scoring at least 1400 on the SAT (or 32 on the ACT) and earning a
minimum 4.00 cumulative GPA on the Uniform Grading Scale. In order to meet the GPA
requitement, students must request that an official designated by the Commission on Higher
Education convert the students’ grades to the UGS. Any fees and requirements associated with
the grade conversion are the responsibility of the student. These students must meet all other
eligibility criteria, including South Carolina residency requirements.

62-1130 Selection Process

A. The Commission on Higher Education shall notify students of their selection as a Palmetto
Fellow along with the terms and conditions of the award.

B. In order to accept the Scholarship, students must return a form that designates an eligible
independent or public institution in which they plan to enroll by the date established by the
Commission on Higher Education.

C. Visually impaired, hearing impaired or multi-handicapped students who qualify for the
Scholarship may use the State Scholarship funds to attend a four-year out-of-state institution that
specializes in educating students with their impairment upon receiving prior approval from the
Commission on Higher Education. The Commission on Higher Education shall make the final
decision whether an out-of-state institution specializes in the postsecondary education of visually
impaired, hearing impaired or multi-handicapped students.

D. A student who applied for and was subsequently awarded the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship as
a senior in high school, but declined the award to attend a four-year out-of-state institution, is
eligible to reapply for the Scholarship upon transferring back to an eligible independent or public
institution in South Carolina. Students must have met all initial and continued eligibility
requircments for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship. The number of terms a student attended
college out-of-state will be deducted from the eight terms of Scholarship eligibility.

E. The Commission on Higher Education shall ensure that there is equitable minority
participation in the Program.

62-1135 Regaining Eligibility for a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement

A. Students who lose cligibility for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship cannot regain the
Scholarship. Therefore, the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement also cannot be regained

if lost.

62-1140 Policies and Procedures for Awarding Palmetto Fellows Scholarships and

Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement

A. The institution shall specify exact award amounts based upon applying the Palmetto Fellows
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Scholarship Regulation and criteria stipulated herein;

[. The annual award amount for first year Patmetto Fellows Scholarship recipients shall not
cxeced $6,700 per academic year and the annual award amount for second, third. fourth
and fifth year Palmetto Fellow Scholarship reeipients shall not exceed 57,500,

The annual award amount for Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement recipients shall
not exceed $2,500 per academic year,

| ]

B. The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Scholarship Enhancement are to be an annual
award. Half to be disbursed in the fall and half to be disbursed in the spring. Students who
change their major from an ineligible degree program to an eligible degree program during the
same academic year shall not receive the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement for that
academic year.

C. Palmetto Fellows Scholarship funds and the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement funds
are to be used only toward payment for cost of attendance as established by Title IV Regulations
with modifications set forth in D below for the academic ycar for which the Scholarship is made
at the designated independent or public institution. The maximum amount awarded shall not
exceed the cost of attendance as established by Title IV Regulations for any year.

D. Charges for room and board are to be limited as follows:
1. Room charges shall not exceed the average cost of on-campus residential housing; and

2. Board charges shall not exceed the cost of the least expensive campus meal plan that
includes 21 meals per week.

E. In determining the amount awarded for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and the Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship Enhancement, all other sources of gift aid, including federal, Siate, private
and institutional funds and the base Palmetto Fellows Scholarship, must be applied to the unmet
total cost of attendance in accord with Title IV Regulations before calculating the Scholarship
amount and awarding the Scholarship. Adjustments to the financial aid package will be made to
the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement in accordance
with prescribed Title [V Regulations in order to prevent an over-award.

E. Although 2 student may be named a Palmetto Fellow, the student may not receive Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship or Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement funds if the award, when
added to other financial resources, would cause the student to receive total assistance in excess of
the student's cost of attendance as defined by Title [V Regulations and these guidelines.

F. Eligible independent and public institutions will notify students of their award along with the
terms and conditions of the award.

G. Upon verification, eligible independent and public institutions will notify the Commission on
Higher Education on an annual basis, the names of students who will be awarded the Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship Enhancement,

IL. The instilution must retain annual paper or electronic documentation for the Paimerto Fellows
Scholarship and the Patmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement to include at a minimum:

1. [Institutional Student Informanion Record (ISIR) or atfidavit documenting that the
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student 1s not in defuult or does not owe a refund on any state or federal financial aid

2. Affidavit documenting that the student has never been convicted of any felonies and
not been convicted of any second or subsequent alcohob/drug-related misdemeanor
offcnses within the past academic year as stated ueder “Student Eligibility” and
“Duration and Renewal of Awards™ Sections

Award notification

Institutional dishursement to studens

Retund or repayment (if appropriate)

. Student’s residency status

. Enrollment and curricuium requircments

8. Verification {rom the institutional Disability Services Provider of student’s disability
and approval of reduced coursc-load requirement (if appropriate)

9. Military mobilization orders (if appropriatc)

10. Beginning with the 2007-08 freshman class and thercafter, all institutions must retain
documentation verifying that students met the minimum fourteen credit hour course level
requirement by the end of the first year of college enrollment for the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement.

A e Lad
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L. It is the institution's responsibility to ensure that only cligible students receive the Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship and the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement.

62-1145 Duration and Renewal of Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement

In order to receive a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement the student must be a recipient
of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and meet the following criteria under this section.

A. A Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement shall be
initially awarded for one academic year. The institution shall adjust the amount of the Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship and the Scholarship Enhancement award during the academic year in the
event of a change in the student's eligibility.

B. Students selected as Palmetto Fellows must enter an eligible independent or public institution
the fall term immediately following high school graduation,

C. A Palmetto Fellows Scholarship may be renewed annually for no more than a total of eight
terms and a Palmctto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement for no more than six terms (or its
equivalent) of full-time study toward the first bachelor’s degree. Students must maintain their
undergraduate status, with the exception of students enrolled in the Master of Science in
Physician Assistant studies, Master of Science in Cytology and Biosciences and the Doctor of
Pharmacy program at the University of South Carolina and the Medical University of South
Carolina, in order to receive a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
Enhancement each academic year. Students enrolled in an approved five-year degree program
may be eligible to receive a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship for a fifth year of full-time,
undergraduate work and a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement for a fourth year of full-
time undergraduate coursework,

D. The institution shall be responsible for obtaining institutional certification of each recipient's
cumulative grade point average, credit hours eamed and verification from the academic
department of enrollment status in a declared major for purposes of determining eligibility for
award renewal. By thc cnd of the spring term, the institution shatl notify all Palmetto Fellows
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who have not met the continued eligibility requirements for the next academic year. The
notification should also include information regarding the student’s ability to attend summer
school in order to meet the continued eligibility requircments.

E. In order to retain eligibility for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement after the initial year, the student must meet the following continued
eligibility requirements:

1. Enroll full-time at the time of the Scholarship disbursement;

2. Earn at lcast a cumulative 3.0 GPA at the home institution for graduation purposes by the
¢nd of each academic year,

3. Earn a minimum of thirty credit hours for graduation purposes by the end of each academic
year. Exempted credit hours (such as AP, CLEP, etc.), credit hours earned before high school
graduation, and credit hours earned the summer term immcdiately following high school
graduation cannot be used to meet the annual credit hour requirement.

4, Be enroiled as a full-time, degree-seeking student in a declared major in science,
mathcmulics or an eligible program that is approved and assigned a CIP code by the
Commission on Higher Education. Eligiblc programs include degrees awarded in mathematics
and science fields, computer science or informational technology, mathematics or scicnce
cducation. cngincering,

5. Certify each academic year that he/she has not defaulted and does not owe a refund or
repayment on any federal or state financial aid. If a student has an Institutional Student
Information Record (ISIR) or its equivalent on file, the ISIR information will be used to verify
default status or refund/repayment owed. Students who have not complcted the FAFSA must
have an affidavit on file to verify that he/she is not in default and does not owe a refund or
repayment on any federal or state financial aid, including the state grants/scholarships, Pell
Grant, Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant, Federal Perkins or Stafford Loan; and

5. Certify that he/she has never been adjudicated delinquent, convicted, or pled guilty or nolo
contendere to any felonies or any sccond or subscquent alcohol/drug related offenses under the
laws of this or any other state or under the laws of the United States in order to be cligible for a
Paimerto Fellows Scholarship, except that a high school or college student otherwise qualified
who has been adjudicated delinguent or has been convicled or pled guilty or nolo contendere to a
sccond or subsequent alcohol or drug-related misdemeanor offense nevertheless shall be ehigible
or continue to be ¢ligible for such scholarships after the expiration of one academic yecar from the
Jate of the adjudication, conviction, or plea by submitting a signed affidavit each academic ycar
to the institution. However, a high school or college student who has been adjudicated
delinquent, convicted, or pled guilty or nolo contendere of a second alcohol/drug related
misdemeanor offense is ineligible for the next academic year of enrollment at an eligible
institution after the date of the adjudication, conviction or plea. If the adjudication, conviction, or
plea occurs during the acadcmic year after the student has already submitted a signed affidavit to
the institution, the student will be eligible to receive the Scholarship the remainder of the
academic year. However, the student will be ineligible for the Scholarship the following entire
academic year of enroliment. If a student completes a pretrial intervention program and has
his/her record expunged the conviction will not affect Scholarship eligibility;

F. Any student who attempts to obtain or obtains a Palmctte Fellows Scholarship or Palmeito
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Fellows Scholarship Enhancement through means of a willfully false statement or failure to
reveal any material fact, condition, or circumstances affecting eligibility will be subject to
applicable civil or criminal penaltics, including loss of the Palmctto Fellows Scholarship and
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement

62-1150 Transfer of Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
Enhancement

A. Palmetto Fellows enrolled at a four-year public or independent institution may transfer the
Scholarship to another eligible independent or public institution in South Carolina upon obtaining
prior approval from the Commission on Higher Education by submitting either a transfer form or
reapplication form.

B. Transfer students are only eligible to receive the Schelarship for the remaining terms of
eligibility (based on the initial date of college enrollment) for no more than eight terms (or its
equivalent) of college attendance.

C. Transfer students must comply with all standards for continued cligibility as defined under
“Duration and Renewal of Awards” Section tn order for their Scholarship to be eligible for
transfer.

D. Students transferring to an eligible public or independent four-ycar SC institution may be
cligible to receive a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement if;

1. The student applicd for und was offered a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship as a scnior in
high school but declined the award to attend an out-of-state institution and is now
rcapplying and transferring tfrom an out-of-state institution to an eligible public or
independent four-year institution at the end of the academic year. The student must meet
all requirements as stipulated under seetion 62-1120 and be a Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship recipient at the end of the first academic ycar in order to be awarded the
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement beginning the fall term of the second, third
and/or fourth yecar of cnrollment. Transfer students enrolled full-time in an cligible,
Commission-approved five-year degree program may be cligible to receive a Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship Enhancement in their fifth year of college enrollment (based on
initial date of college enroflment after high school graduation).

2. The student applied for and was offered a Palmetto Feilows Scholarship as a senior in
high schoo! but declined the award to atiend an out-of-statc institution and is now
rcapplying and transferring from an out-of-state institution to an cligible public or
independent four-year institution mid-year (i.e., spring term). The student may be cligible
to receive a Palmetto Fetlows Scholarship Enhancement for the fall term of the second,
third or fourth year of cnrollment, if the student has met all of the requiremenits stipulated
under section 62-1120. Transfer students enrolled full-time in an cligible, Commission
approved five-ycar program may be eligible to recetve a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
Enbancement in their fifth year of college enroliment (based on initial date of college
cnroltment after high school graduation).

62-1155 Students with Disabilities
A. Palmetto Fellows who qualify under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 must meet all eligibility requirements as defined in the
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“Student Eligibility” Section, except for the full-time enroilment requirement, in order to be
eligible to receive Scholarship funding. Students must comply with all institutional policies and
procedures in accordance with ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

B. For renewal, Palmetto Fellows who qualify under ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973 must meet all renewal requircments as defined in the “Duration and Renewal of
Awards” Section, except for a student not meeting the annual credit hour requirement who is
approved by the Disability Services Provider at the home institution to be enrolled in less than
full-time status or lcss than the required number of annual credit hours for that academic year.
Each academic year for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palmeito Fellows Scholarship
Fuhancement renewal, students must carn the required number of hours approved by the
institutional Disability Services Provider at the home institution and earn a minimum 3.0
cumulative grade point average for graduation purposes. Students must comply with all
institutional policies and procedures in accordance with ADA and Section 504 of the
Rchabilitation Act of 1973.

C. The institutional Disability Services Provider must provide written documentation to the
Office of Financial Aid prior to each academic year verifying that the student is approved to be
enrolled in less than full-time status or less than the required annual credit hours. It is the
rcsponsibility of transfer students to provide written documentation from the previous
institutional Disability Services Provider.

D. Palmetio Fellows who qualify under ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973
are cligible to receive up to the maximum number of available terms and available funds.

62-1160 Enrollment in Internships, Cooperative Work Programs, Travel Study Programs,
or National or International Student Exchange Programs

A. Students enrolled in internships, cooperative work programs, travel study programs, or
National or Intemnational Student Exchange Programs that are approved by the home institution
and that the home institution accepts as full-time transter credit are eligible to receive Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Fellow Scholarsiip Enhancement funds during the period in
which the student is enrolied in such programs. Students will be required to meet the continued
eligibility requirements.

B. Eligible students may use the appropriated portion of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement funds for internships, cooperative work programs,
travel study programs, or National or lnternational Student Exchange Programs that are approved
by the home institution and that the home institution accepts as full-time transfer credit. Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement funds must be paid directly
to the student’s account at the home institution. The amount awarded cannot exceed the cost of
attendance at the home institution or the cost of attendance at the host institution, whichever is
less. The Commission on Higher Education will not transfer Scholarship funds to the institutions
where students will participate in internships, cooperative work programs, travel study programs,
or National or International Student Exchange Programs. The home institution is responsible for
Scholarship funds according to the “Program Administration and Audits™ Scction.

C. Students who enroll in one academic term at the home institution and also enroll in an
internship, cooperative work program, travel study program, or National or International Student
Exchange Program that are approved by the home institution and that do not award full-time
transfer credit during the same academic year must earn fifteen credit hours and a cumulative 3.0
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grade point average for graduation purposes by the end of the academic year to be eligible for
Scholarship rencwal for the next academic year. The student may continue to be cligible to
receive the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship for up to a total of eight terms and the Paimetio Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement for up to a total of six terms (or its equivalent) at all institutions
attended (provided the student meets the continued cligibility requirements).

D. For students enrolling in an internship, cooperative work program, travel study program, or
National or International Student Exchange Program that is approved by the home institution but
does not award full-time transfer credit for the entire academic year, Scholarship renewal for the
next academic year will be based on the prior year's eligibility. The student may continue to be
eligible to receive the Paimetto Fellows Scholarship for up to a total of eight terms and the
Palimetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement for up to a total six terms (or its cquivalent) at alt
mstitutions attended (provided the student meets the continued eligibility requirements).

E. Students enrolling in an internship, a cooperative work program, a travel study program, or
National or International Student Exchange Program that are approved by the home institution
during the academic year and did not use their entire eligibility for the Palmetto Fcllows
Scholarship or the Palmculo Fellows Scholarship Enhancement funds during this period shall be
allowed to receive one term of Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
Enhancement funds during the succeeding summer. In order to receive the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship and the Palmetto Felows Scholarship Enhancement funds for the succeeding
summer term, students must enroll in twelve credit hours at the home institution. In order to
maintain eligibility for the next academic year for students who only attend summer school, the
student must eam twelve credit hours by the end of the academic year. For students who enroll in
summer school and one other term of the academic year, the student must carn a total of 27 credit
hours (or its equivalent) by the end of the academic year. The student must meet all continued
eligibility requirements, except for the completion of the thirty credit hour requirement for the
academic year.

F. The home institution will be responsible for obtaining official certification of the student's
cumulative grade point average, credit hours carned and verification from the academic
department of enrollment status in a declared major for the purposes of determining eligibility for
Scholarship renewal for the next academic year.

62-1165 Military Mobilization

A. Service members who are enrolled in coliege and are affected by military mobilizations will
not be penalized for the term they are required to withdraw afier the full refund period based on
the institutional policies and procedures. Institutions are strongly encouraged to provide a full
refund of required tuition, fees and other institutional charges or to provide a credit in a
comparable amount against future charges for students who are forced to withdraw as a result of
military mobilization. Additionally, the term(s) that the service member is mobilized will not
count against the maximum terms of eligibility. The service member shall be allowed to receive
the unused term(s) while mobilized during the succeeding summer term or at the end of the
maximum terms of eligibility (provided the scrvice member meets continued eligibility
requirements). The service member must re-enroll in an eligible independent or public institution
within twelve months upon their demobilization and provide official documentation to verify
military deployment to the institutional Financial Aid Office upon re-enroliment. Reinstatcment
will be based upon the service member’s eligibility at the time he/she was mobilized. If the
service member re-enrolls after the twelve month period, the service member must submit an
Appeal Application to the Commission on Higher Education by the established deadline in order
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to be considered for reinstaternent.

B. Service members who are enrolled in college and are mobilized for a minimum of one
academic year may renew the Scholarship for the next academic year, if they met the continued
eligibility requirements at the end of the prior academic year. Service members may continue to
be cligible to receive the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship for up to a total of eight terms and the
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement for up to a total of six terms (or its equivalent) at all
institutions attended (provided the service member meets continued eligibility requirements).

C. Service members who are enrolted in college and are mobilized for one academic term must
complete fifteen credit hours and eamn a cumulative 3.0 grade point average for graduation
purposes by the end of the academic year to be eligibie for Scholarship rencwal for the next
academic year. Service members may continue to be eligible to receive the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship for up to a total of eight terms and the Palmcito Fellows Scholarship Enhancement
for up to a total of six terms (or its cquivalent) at all institutions attended {provided the Service
member meets the continued cligibility requirements).

D. In order to receive the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
Enhancement for summer school for the unused term(s), the service member must enroll in
twelve credit hours during the succeeding summer term at the home institution. For service
members who enroll in summer school and one other term of the academic year, the service
member must earn a total of twenty-seven credit hours (or its equivalent) by the end of the
academic year. In order to maintain eligibility for the next academic year for service members
who only attend summer school, the member must eam twelve credit hours by the end of the
academic year. The service member must meet all continued eligibility requircments, except for
the completion of the thirty credit hour requirement for the academic year.

E. The home institution will be responsible for obtaining verification of military mobilization
status, cumulative grade point average, credit hours eamned and verification from the academic
department of enrollment status in a declared major for the purposes of determining eligibility for
Scholarship renewal for the next academic year.

62-1170 Appeals Procedures for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and the Pulmetto
Fellows Scholarship Eshancement

A. The Commission on Higher Education shall define the procedures for scholarship appeals.

B. A student who does not meet the continued eligibility criteria for rencwal of the Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship forfeits continued participation in the Program and may request an appeal
based on extenuating circumstances.

C. A student is allowed to submit only one appeal each academic year.

D. A student wishing to appeal any non-renewal decision based on extenuating circumstances
must submit the following source documents to the Commission on Higher Education by no later
than the established deadline of the academic year the scholarship is requested:

1. A completed application for appeal

2. A letter requesting an appeal describing the extenuating circumstances

3. An official transcript(s)

4. Any other supporting documentation to substantiate the basis for the appeal
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E. A student who fails to submit an appeal by the required deadline will result in forfeiture of the
award,

F. The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship shall be suspended during the appeal period, but will be
awarded retroactively if the appeal is granted.

(i. Appeal Guidelines apply only to the Palmetto Fetlows Scholarship, not the Palmette Fellows
Scholarship Enhancemnent.  Students cannot appeal solely on the basis of a loss of a Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship Enhancement.

G. The Appeals Committee's decision is final.

62-1175 Institutional Disbursement of Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Funds and the
Paimetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement

A. The institution will identify Palmetto Feilows Scholarship amounts, which cannot exceed
$6.700 per academic year for first year students and $7,500 for second. third, fourth and tifth vear
students.  The institution will identify Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement amounts
which cannot exceed $2,500 for the second, third, fourth and fifth year. Half of cach Scholarship
shall be awarded during the fall term and half during the spring (or its equivalent), assuming
conttnued cligibility.  Scholarships cannot be disbursed during the summer or any interim
sessions with the exception of disbursements that mect the requirements under the “Cnrollment in
Internships, Cooperative Work Programs, Travel Study Programs, or National or International
Student Exchange Programs™ or “Military Mobilization” Sections.  Palmctlo Fellows
Scholarships may not be funded for more than a total of cight terms and Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Enhancements imay not be funded for more than a total of six terms (or its equivalent)
of full-ime study toward the first bachelor’s degrec.  Students must maintain their undergraduate
status, with the exception of students cnrolled in the Master of Scicnee in Physician Assistant
studics, Master of Science in Cytology and Biosciences and the Doctor of Pharmacy program at
the University of South Carolina and the Medical University of South Carolina, in order fo
receive a Palmette Fellows Scholarship and Palinctte Fellows Scholarship Enhancement cach
academic year. Students enrolled in an approved five-year degree program may be eligible to
receive a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship for a fifth year of full-time, undergraduate coursework
and a Palmctto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement for a fourth year of full-time undergraduate
coursework.

B. The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and the Palmetto Fellows Schelarship Enbancement may
not be applied to remedial/developmental coursework, a second bachelor’s degree or to graduate
coursework, unless the graduate coursework is required as part of a program of study that is
structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree and leads to a graduate degree as defined in the
“Program Definitions™ Section,

C.  The insttution shall provide cach Paimetto Fellow with an award notification for their
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palinetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement for each academic
year, which will contain the terms and conditions of the Scholarship and other financial aid
awarded. Students will be notified of adjustments in financial aid due 10 changes in eligibility
and/or over-award issucs.  The Commission on Higher Education, for documentation purposcs,
requires that cach institution obtain vertfication of acceptance of the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship and terms for the award.
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D. After the last day to register for each term of the academic year, the institution will venify
cnroilment of cach recipient as a South Carolina resident who is a full-ime degree-sceking
student. The institution must submit a request for funds and/or return of funds by the established
deadtine cach term. in addition, a listing of eligiblc recipients by identitication number with the
award amounts must be sent to the Commnission on Higher Education by the established deadline
cach term. At this time, any unuscd funds must be returned to the Commission immediateiy.

L. The Commission will disburse awards to the ¢ligible independent and public institutions to be
placed in cach eligible student’s account.

G. Students who change their major from an ineligible degree program to an eligible degree
program during the same academic year shall not receive the Palmetto Fellows Schotarship
Enhancement for that academic year. Students who change their major from an ehigible degree
program to an ineligible degree program during the same academic year may continue to receive
the Palmetto Feflows Schotarship Enhancement during the current academic year; however, the
student cannot be awarded the Palmetio Fellows Scholarship the next academic ycar of
enrollmert in an ineligible degree program.

62-1180 Refunds and Repayments Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Feliows
Scholarship Enhancement

A. In the cvent a student who has been awarded a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and a Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship Enhancement withdraws, is suspended from the institution, or drops below
fuli-time status during any regular term of the academic year, instifutions must reimbursc the
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Program for the amount of the Scholarship for the term in question
pursuant to refund policies of the institution. Collection is the responsibility of the institution.

B. In the event a student withdraws or drops below full-time status after the institution’s refund
period and therefore must pay tuition and fees for full-time enrollment, the Palmetto Feliows
Scholarship and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement may be retained by the student
pursuast to the refund policies of the institution.

C. The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship as well as award amounts for the Palmctto Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement are both contingent on the availability of funds appropriated by the
General Assembly cach academic year.

62-1185 Program Administration and Audits

A. The South Carolina Commission on Higher Education shall be responsible for the oversight of
functions (e.g., guidelines, policies, rules, regulations) relative to this Program with eligible
independent and public institutions. The Commission on Higher Education shall be responsible
for the allocation of funds, promuigation of guidelines and regulation governing the Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship Program, any audits, or other oversight as may be deemed necessary to
monitor the expenditures of Scholarship funds.

B. According to the Audit Policies and Procedures for Scholarship and Grant Programs Manual,
all eligible independent and public institutions that participate in the Program must abide by
Program policies, rules or regulations, Institutions also agree to maintain and provide all
pertinent information, records, reports, or any information s may be required or requested by the
Commission on Higher Education or the General Assembly to ensure proper administration of the

Program.
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C. The Chief Executive Officer at each eligible independent and public institution shall identify
to the Commission on Higher Education a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement institutional representative who is responsible for the operation of the
Program on the campus and will serve as the contact person for the Program. The institutional
representative will act as the student’s fiscal agent to receive and deliver funds for use under the
Program.

62-1190 Suspension or Termination of Institutional Participation

A. The Commission on Higher Education may review institutional administrative practices to
determine institutional compliance with pertinent statutes, guidelines, rules or regulations. If
such a review determines that an institution has failed to comply with Program statutes,
guidelines, rules or regulations, the Commission on Higher Education may suspend, tcrminate, or
place certain conditions upon the institution's continued participation in the Program and require
reimbursement to the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Program for any funds lost or improperly
awarded.

B. Upon receipt of evidence that an institution has failed to comply, the Commission on Higher
Education shall notify the institution in writing of the nature of such allegations and conduct an
audit.

C. If an aundit indicates that a violation{s) may have occurred or are occurring at any eligible
independent or public institution, the Commission on Higher Education shall secure immediate
reimbursement from the institution in the event that any funds were expended out of compliance
with the provisions of the Act, any relevant statutes, guidelines, rules, and regulations.

Statement of Rationale: The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement regulation is required
by Section 59-104-20 of Act 115 of 2007 in implementing the Icgislation.
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Agenda Item 6.03A-2

Document No.
COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION
CHAPTER 62
Statutory Authority: 1976 Code Section 59-149-10

62-1200.1-120 Legislative Incentives for Future Excellence (LIFE) Scholarship Enhancement

Instructions: The following regulation will replace in its entirety R.62-900.1 through 62-900.70,
LIFE Scholarship Program, to Chapter 62 regulation.

Text:

Table of Contents:
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62-1200.1 Purpose of the LIFE Scholarship Program

Pursuant to Act 418, which was initially established in 1998 as Title 59 of the 1976 code and
amended by Act 162 during the 2005 legislative session, the Commission on Higher Education shall
promulgate regulation and establish procedures for administration of the LIFE Scholarship Program.
The General Asscmbly cstablished the LIFE Scholarship Program in order to increase the access to
higher education, improve the employability of South Carolina’s students so as to attract business to
the State, provide incentives for students to be better prepared for college, and to encourage students
to graduate from college on time.



With Act 113, which was established i 2007 as Title 39 ot the 1976 code during the 2007 legislative
session, the General Assembly established the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement in order to increase the
number of students in the State majoring in mathematics and s¢ience and to increase the aceess to
higher education, improve the employability ot South Carelina’s students so as to attract business o
the State, provide incentives for students to be better prepared for college, and 1o encourage students
1o graduate trom collepe on ime. Students enralied at two-year institutions are not cligible to receive
a LIFE Scholarship Fohancement. In order to receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, all students
must qualify for the LIFE Scholarship as stipulated herein.

62-1200.5 Program Definitions

A. “Academic year” is defined as the twelve month period during which a full-time student is
expected to earn thirty credit hours. The period of timec used to measure the academic year will
consist of the fall, spring and summer terms (or its equivalent).

B. A student who has earned 2 GED diploma or SC High School Diploma through Adult Education
without a cumulative GPA may be eligible to earn the LIFE Scholarship at the cnd of the first
academic year of a non-GED program. The student must meet the annual credit hour requirement {(or
cquivalent) and a 3.0 “LIFE GPA” at the end of the first academic year. To qualify for subsequent
years, the student must meet all eligibility requirements as stated in Section A above.

C. An “approved five-year bachelor’s degree program” shall mean a five-year bachelor’s program as
defined and approved by the Commission on Higher Education to receive the LIFE Scholarship for a
maximum of ten terms at the same cligible institution in order to complete the requirements for a
bachelor’s dJegrec. An approved five-year bachelor’s degree program does not include inter-
institutional and cooperative “3+2” programs (normally in a science degree field and an engineering

programy.

D. “Annual credit hour requirement” shall be defined as an average of thirty (30) credit hours earned
at the end of the academic year based on initial college enrollment at all eligible institutions attended,
excluding hours for remcdial, continuing education, and non-degree coursework. Credit hours earned
before high school graduation, Advanced Placement (AP) credit hours, exempted credit hours, and
credit hours earned on active duty must count toward the annual credit hour requirement.

E. “Associate’s degree program” is defined as a two-year technical or occupational program, or at
least a two-year program that is acceptable for full credit towards a bachelor’s degree as defined by
the U.S. Department of Education,

F. “Attempted credit hours” shall be defined as courses in which a student earns a grade and is
included in the grade point calculation for that institution. Eligible credit hours that do not transfer
must also be included. Credit hours earned through dual-enrollment prior to high school graduation
must be included in the LIFE GPA. Exempted credit hours, Advanced Placement (AP), College Level
Examination Program (CLEP), remedial/developmental courses, non-degree credit courses for an
associate’s degree or higher, Pass/Fail and non-penalty withdrawal credit hours are excluded from the
“attempted credit hours.” If a student transfers, refer to the institution’s grading policy where the
credit hours were eamed. Any credit hours attempted or earned before high school graduation, hours
exempted by examination, or Advanced Placcment (AP) credit hours do not count against the terms
of eligibility.




G. “Bachelor's degree program” is defined as an undergraduate program of study leading to a
bachelor’s degree as defined by the U.S. Department of Education.

H. “Book allowance” shall mean funds that may be applied to the student’s account for expenses
towards the cost-of-attendance including the cost of textbooks.

L. “CIP Code (Classification of Instructional Program)” The U.S. Department of Education’s standard
for federal surveys and state reporting for institutional data {majors, minors, options and courses).
For the purpose of receiving the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, CIP codes have been approved by
the Commission on Higher Education for eligible degree programs in the fields of mathematics and
science.

J. “Cost-of-attendance” as defined by Title IV Regulations and may include tuition, fees, living
expenses, and other expenses such as costs related to disability or dependent care.

K. **Cost-of-tuition” shall mean the amount charged for enrolling in credit hours of instruction and
mandatory fees assessed to all students. Other fees, charges, or cost of textbooks cannot be included.

L. "Declured major” shall be defined, for the purposes of the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, as a
degree program in which a student is enrolted as a full-time, degree-seeking student. The student must
meet all requirements as stipulated by the policies established by the institution and the academic
department to be enrofled as a declared major in an eligible program. Students cunnot take courses
related to a specific program without meeting institutional and departmental policies and be
considered as a declared major. Students must be enrolled as a declared major i an cligible program
that is approved and assigned a CIP code by the Commission. Eligible programs are those listed as
such on the Commission’s website.

M. “Degree-secking student” is defined as any full-time student enrolled in an eligible institution
which leads to the first one-year certificate, first two-year program or associate’s degree, or first
bachelor’s or program of study that is structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree for
acceptance into the program and leads to a graduate degree. Upon completion of the first one-year
certificate, first two-year program or associate’s degree, or first bachelor’s or program of study that is
structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree for acceptance into the program and leads to a
graduate degree, the student cannot use scholarship funds to pursue a program in the same or
preceding level. Students are eligible to receive the Scholarship for a maximum of eight terms (or its
equivalent) towards an undergraduate degree, as tong as all other eligibility requirements are met and
the program is approved by the Commission on Higher Education. Students must be enrolled in an
undergraduate degree program in order to receive a LIFE Scholarship and a LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement each academic term. In cases where students are enrolled in a program of study that is
structured 50 as not 1o require a bachelor’s degree for acceptance into the program and leads to a
graduate degree, which will be the students’ first academic degree awarded, the students must
maintain their undergraduate status to be awarded the LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement, with the exception of students declaring a major in the Master’s of Science in
Physician Assistant Studies Program, the Muster’s of Science in Cytology and Biosciences Program
and the Doctor of Phurmacy Program wt the University of South Carolina-Caolumbia and the Medical
University of South Carotina, Students who have been awarded a bachelor’s degree or gruduate
degree are not eligible to be awarded a LIFE Scholarship or 2 LIFE Scholarship Enhancement,
Students enrolted in an approved five-year degree program may be eligible to receive a LIFE
Scholarship for a fifth year of full-time, undergraduate work and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement
for a fourth year of full-time undergraduate coursework.



N. “Eligible institution” shall be defined, solely for the purposes of the annual credit hour requirement
and the LIFE GPA calculation, as an accredited public or independent postsecondary, degree-granting
institution located in-state or out-of-state. The institution must be accredited by an agency recognized
by the U.S. Department of Education for participation in federally funded financial aid programs.
This list may be found on the US Department of Education’s website,

0. “Eligible program of study” is defined as a program of study leading to: 1) at least a one-year
educational program that leads to a first certificate or other recognized educational credential (e.g.,
diploma); 2) the first associate’s degree; 3) at least a two-year program that is acceptable for full
credit towards a bachelor’s degree; 4) the first bachelor's degree; or 5) a program of study that is
structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree for acceptance into the program and leads to a
graduate degree. Students are eligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship for a maximum of eight terms
(or its equivalent) towards an undergraduate degree as long as all ehgibility requirements ure met and
the program is approved by the Commission on iigher Education. Students who have been awarded
a buchelor’s or graduate degree are not eligible Tor Scholarship or Enhancement tunding. Students
enralled in an approved five-year degree program may be eligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship for a
(ifth year of full-time, undergraduate work and a LIFE Scholarship Lnhancement for a fourth year of
full-time undergraduate coursework.

P. “Liligible degree program/Qualifying degree program™ shall be defined, tor the purposes of the
LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, as a degree program in mathematics or science as approved by the
SC Commission on Higher Education. These programs shall include science and mathematics
disciplines, computer science or informational technology, engineering, science education, math
education and health carc and refated disciplines including medicine and dentistry as defined by the
Commission on Higher Education. Enrollment in a minor does not meet the requirement of an
cligible degree program for a LIFE Scholarship Lnhancement. Students must be enrolled as
declared major in an eligible program that is approved und assigned a CIP code by the Commission,
Eligible programs must be approved by the South Carolina Commission on Higher Education.
Eligible/Qualifying programs are those listed us such on the Commission’s website.

Q. “Felonies” shall be defined as a crimes classified under State statute (16-1-10) and typicaily
require imprisonment for more than one year.

R. “Filth year/senior year” shatl mean any student who is enrolled n his or her ninth or tenth semester
of full-time, undergraduate coursework in an approved five-year program following high school
graduation. The student is in his/her {ifth year of consceulive, full-time college enrolliment based on
the student’s initial dale of college enrollment after graduation from high school.

S. “First year student/Freshman™ is defined as any student who is enrolled as a [irst ycar student in his
or her first or second semester of undergraduate coursework following high school graduation.

T. “Fourth year/senior year” shull mean seventh or eighth semester of full-ume, undergraduate
coursework tollowing high school graduation. The student is in his/her fourth year of consecutive,
tuli-time college enrollment based on the student’s initial date of college carollment after graduation
trom high schooi.

U. “Full-time student” shall mean a student who has matriculated into an eligible program of study
and who enrolls full-time, usually fifteen credit hours for fall and spring terms or twelve credit hours
for fail, eight credit hours for winter, and twelve credit hours for spring (rimester terms. The student
must earn an average of thirty credit hours per academic year to receive a LIFE Scholarship. In order
for the student to be eligible for Scholarship disbursement, the student must be enrolled full-time at
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the home institution as stipulated by Title IV Regulations, except that credit hours may not include
remedial/developmental, continuing education, and non-degree credit courses for an associate’s
degree or higher.

V. “General Educational Development (GED) Diploma” is defined as a GED high school diploma
that was completed in South Carolina or outside of the state while the student was a dependent of a
legal resident of South Carolina who had custody or paid child support and college expenses of the
dependent GED diploma student. A student who earns a GED diploma cannot receive a LIFE
Scholarship during his/her initial year (or equivalent) of college enrollment but may earn the
scholarship in subsequent years.

W. *“High school” is defined as a high school located in South Carolina, an approved home school
program as defined in the State Statute, (Sections 59-65-40, 45, and 47) or a preparatory high school
located ontside of the state while the student is a dependent of a legal resident of South Carolina who
has custody or pays child support and college expenses of the dependent high school student in
accordance with State Statute 59-112-10. A “preparatory high school” (out-of-state) is defined as a
school recognized by the state in which the school is located to offer curricula through the twelfth
grade and prepares students for college entrance.

X. “Home institution” shall mean the institution where the student is currently enrolled as a degree-
seeking student and may be eligible for financial aid at the same institution.

Y. "Independent institutions/private institutions" are those institutions eligible to participate in the
South Carolina Tuition Grants Program as defined in Chapter 113 of Title 59 of the 1976 Code,
which stipulates that an “independent institution of higher learning means any independent
eleemosynary junior or senior college in South Carolina which is accredited by the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools; or an independent bachelor’s level institution chartered before
1962 whose major campus and headquarters are located within South Carolina; or an independent
bachelor’s level institution which was incorporated in its original charter in 1962, was granted a
license to operate in 1997 by the Commission on Higher Education, has continued to maintain a
campus in South Carolina, and is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.
Institutions whose sole purpose is religious or theological training or the granting of professional
degrees do not meet the definition of *public or independent institution” for purposes of this chapter.”

Z. “Ineligible degree program™ shall be defined, for the purposes of the LIFE Schofarship
Enhancement, as a degree program that is not included on the Commission’s posted list of approved
cligible programs and assigned a CIP code,

AA. “Initia]l college enrollment” shall mean the first time the student matriculates into a
postsecondary degree-granting institution after high school graduation, completion of a GED/Adult
Education Program or completion of an approved home school program. The terms of eligibility and
the annual credit hour requirement are based upon initial college enroliment and continuous
enrollment. This means that students must adhere to the 30 credit hour requirement even if they have
a break in enrollment. Any break in enrollment (excluding summer) will also count against the terms
of eligibility.

BB. “LIFE GPA” shall be defined as the cumulative grade point average calculation that includes
credit hours and grades earned at all eligible institutions based on a 4.0 scale. The LIFE grade point
average must not include attempted credit hours earned for continuing education courses, non-degree
credit courses for an associate's degree or higher and remedial/developmental courses. See Section
62-900.53 for the steps to calculate the “LIFE GPA.”




CC. "LIFE Scholarship recipient’ is defined as a student who meets all of the eligibility requirements
to receive a LIFE Scheolurship and 1s awarded LIFE Scholturship funds during a given academic year.
Students who meet the eligibility requirements for a LIFE Scholarship but do not receive any LIFE
Scholurship funds, due to the cost of atendance being met by other sources of financial aid, do not
meet the definition of a LIFE Scholasship recipient.

DD. “Military mobilization” is defined as a situation in which the U.S. Department of Defense orders
members of the United States Armed Forces to active duty away from their normal duty assignment
during a time of war or national emergency.

EE. “Misdemeancr offenses” shall be defined as a crimes classified under State statute (16-1-100)
which are typically punishable by fine or imprisonment for less than one year. A complete listing 1s
located in title 16 of State statute. Examples of alcohol and drug misdemeanors in South Carolina
include but are not limited to possession of alcohol under the age of 21, possession of
marijuana/illegal drugs, open-container, transfer of alcohol to person under 21, false information as to
age (fake ID), etc.

FF. “Non-degree credit courses’™ shall be defined as courses that count towards graduation in a
certificate or diplema program only. Non-degree credit courses must not be used in the “LIFE GPA”
calculation or towards the annual credit hour requirement for an associate’s degree or higher.

GG, A “one-year educational program” is defined as an undergraduate program of study leading to
recognized credentials {(e.g., certificates or diplomas), as defined by the U.S. Department of Education
for participation in federally funded financial aid programs and which prepares students for gainful
employment in recognized occupations.

HH. “Private institutions” are those insututions chigible 1o participste in the South Carolina Tuition
Grants Program as defined in Chapter 113 of Title 39 of the 1976 Code, which stipulates that an
“independent institution of higher learning means any independent eleemosynary juntor or senior
college in South Carolina which is uaccredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools;
or un independent buchelor’s level institution chartered before 1962 whose major campus and
heudyuarters are located within South Carolina; or an independent bachelor’s fevel institution which
wus incorporated in its original charter in 1962, was granted a license 10 operate in 1997 by the
Commussion on Higher Education, has continued to maintain a campus in South Carolina, and is
aceredited by the Southern Assocration of Colleges und Schools. Instituldons whose sole purpose is
religious or thealogical training or the granting ot professional degrees do not meet the definition of
‘public or independent institution” for purposes of this chapter.”

. “Program of study that is structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree for acceptance into
the program and leads to a graduate degree”, which will be the student’s first academic degree
awarded. Students are eligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship for a maximum of eight terms (or its
equivalent) and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for 2 maximum of six terms (or its equivalent) as
long as all other eligibility requirements are met and the program is approved by the Commission on
Higher Education. Students who have been awarded a bachelor’s or graduate degree are not eligible
for Scholarship funding. Students must maintain their undergraduate status in vrder to receive a LIFE
Scholarship and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement each academic term, with the exception of students
declaring a major in the Master’s of Science in Physician Assistant Studies Program, the Master's of
Science in Cytology and Biosciences Program and the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at the University
of South Carolinu-Columbia and the Medical University of Seuth Curolina.




JJ. “Public institutions” are institutions of higher learning as defined in Chapter 103 of Title 59 of the
1976 Code, which stipulates "public higher education shall mean any state supported postsecondary
educational institution and shall include technical and comprehensive educational institutions.”

KK. “Remedial/developmental coursework” shall mean sub-collegiate level preparatory courses in
English, mathematics, reading and any courses classified as remedial by the institution where the
course is taken.

LL. "Satisfactory academic progress” shail be defined as the academic progress in the declared major
as required by the institution and academic depariment in which the student is enrolled as a tull-time,
degree-seeking student. The student must meet all requirements for satisfaclory academic progress
towards completion of the declared major as established by the policies of both the institution and
academic department in which the student is enrolled to meet the requirements of satisfactory
academic progress.

MM. “Second year/sophomore year” shall mean any student who is enrolled in his or her third or
tfourth semester of full-time, undergraduate coursework following high school graduation. The
student is in his/her second year of consecutive, full-time college enrollment based on the student’s
initial date of college enrollment after graduation from high school.

NN. “South Carolina resident” shall be defined as an individual who satisfies the requirements of
residency in accordance with the State of South Carolina State Statute for Tuition and Fees, Section
59-112-10 and all related guidelines and regulations promulgated by the Commission on Higher
Education as established by the institutional residency officer each academic year,

00. “Third year/fjunior year” shall mean the fifth or sixth semester of full-tuime, undergraduate
coursework following high school graduation. The student is enrolled in histher third year of
consecutive, full-time enrofllment based on the student’s initial date of college enrollment after
graduauion from high school.

PP. "3 plus 2 programs” is defined, for the purposes of the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, as a
program (typically an engineering mujor) in which a student completes three vears ot a buccalaureate
program at one institution, at which time the student transfers to a second institution and completes
the remaining two years of an undergraduate degree program. When the student completes the fourth
veuar of enrollment, credit hours are transferred back 1o the initzal institution, which confers the first
haccalaurcale degree (e, physies) using articulated credits from the second institution, At the end
of the second year of enrollment at the second institution, the student receives the second
baccalaureate degree {e.g., engineering). 3 plus 2 programs for the purposes of reeeiving the LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement shail be defined and approved by the SC Commission on Higher
Education. Students must be enrofled us 1 declared major in an eligible program that is approved and
assigned a CIP code by the Commission. Enroltment in a minor docs not meel the requirement of an
eligible degree program for a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement award.

Q. “Transfer student” shall be defined as a student who has changed enrollment from one
institution ta a SC public or independent institution.
62-1200.10 Student Eligibility: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

A. To be eligible for a LIFE Scholarship, students must:
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1. Be a U.S. citizen or a legal permanent resident that meets the definition of an eligible non-
citizen under State Residency Statutes; and

2. Be a South Carolina resident for in-state purposes at the time of high school graduation
and at the time of enrollment at the institution, as set forth by Section 59-112-10, and be
either a member of a class graduating from a high school located in this State, or a student
who has successfully completed at least three of the final four years of high school within this
State, or a home school student who has successfully completed a high school home school
program in this State in the manner required by law, or a student graduating from a
preparatory high school outside this State, while a dependent of a parent or guardian who is 2
legal resident of this State and has custody of the dependent according to State Statute,
Section 59-149-50A or a student whose parent or guardian has served in or has retired from
one of the United States Armed Forces within the last four years, paid income taxes in this
State for a majority of the years of service, and is a resident of this State;

3. Meet two of the following three criteria if a first-time entering freshman at an eligible
four-year institution:

a. Earn a cumulative 3.0 grade point average (GPA) based on the Uniform Grading
Scale (UGS) upon high school graduation. No other grading policy will be allowed to
gualify for the LIFE Scholarship. Grade point averages must be reported to two
decimal places (minimum) and may not be rounded. For example, a student who earns
a 2.99 GPA is not eligible. Institutions shall use the final GPA as reported on the
official transcript.

b. Score at least an 1100 on the Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT) or an equivalent
ACT score of 24, Test scores will be accepted through the June national test
administration of the SAT and ACT during the year of high school graduation. The
student must use the highest SAT Math score combined with the highest SAT Critical
Reading score (formerly known as the Verbal score). It is permissible to select scores
from different test administrations in order to obtain the qualifying composite score.
Students cannot use the Writing subsection score to obtain the qualifying composite
score. The composite ACT score must be based upon one test administration.

¢. Rank in the top thirty percent of the graduating class consisting of high school
diploma candidates only. The rank must also be based on the UGS only. Ranking
percentages must be reported to two decimal places (minimum) and may not be
rounded. For example, a student who has a class rank of 13 of 43 (13/43 x 100 =
30.23%) will not rank in the top thirty percent of the class since 30.23% is not within
thirty percent. To determine the top thirty percent for graduating classes with three or
less students, the student who is ranked number one in the class would be considered in
the top thirty percent for LIFE Scholarship eligibility. Institutions shall use the final
ranking as reported by the high school on the official transcript. If a student is a
member of an approved home school association that ranks, a ranking report must be
attached to the official transcript.

4, Earn a cumulative 3.0 grade point average (GPA) on the Uniform Grading Scale upon
high school graduation and score at least an 1100 on the Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT I)
or an equivalent ACT score of 24 if a first-time entering freshman graduates from a non-
ranking South Carolina high school, non-ranking South Carolina approved home school
association or out-of-state preparatory high school and attends an eligible four-year
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institution;

5. Earn a cumulative 3.0 grade point average (GPA) upon high school graduation on the
Uniform Grading Scale if a first-time entering freshman at an eligible two-year or technical
institution. No other grading policy will be allowed to qualify for the LIFE Scholarship.
Grade point ratios must be reported to two decimal places (minimum) and may not be
rounded. For example, a student who earns a 2.99 GPA is not eligible. Institutions shall use
the final GPA as reported by the high school on the official transcript;

6. Be admitted, enrolled full-time, and classified as a degree-seeking student at a public or
independent institution in South Carolina;

7. Certify that he/she has never been adjudicated delinquent, convicted, or pled guilty or rolo

contendere to any felonies or any second or subsequent alcohol/drug related offenses under

the laws of this or any other state or under the laws of the United States in order to be eligible

for a LIFE Scholarship, except that a high school or college student otherwise qualified who

has been adjudicated delinquent or has been convicted or pled guilty or nolo contendere io a

second or subsequent alcohol or drug-related misdemeanor offense nevertheless shall be

eligible or continue to be eligible for such scholarships after the expiration of one academic

year from the date of the adjudication, conviction, or plea by submitting an affidavit each

academic year to the institution. However, a high school or college student who has been

adjudicated delinquent, convicted, or pled guilty or nolo contendere to a second or subscquent

alcohol/drug related misdemeanor offense is ineligible for the next academic year of
enrollment at an eligible institution after the date of the adjudication, conviction or plea. If the

adjudication, conviction, or plea occurs during the academic year after the student has already

submitted a signed affidavit to the institution, the student will be eligible to receive the
Scholarship the remainder of the academic year. However, the student will be ineligible for

the Scholarship the following entire academic year of enrollment. If a student completes a

pretrial intervention program and has his/her record expunged the conviction will not affect

Scholarship eligibility; and

8. Certify that he/she has not defaulted and does not owe a refund or repayment on any
federal or state financial aid. If a student has an Institutional Student Information Record
(ISIR) or its equivalent on file, the ISIR information will be used to verify default status or
refund/repayment owed on any Federal or State financial aid. Students who have not
completed a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) must have an affidavit on file
to verify that he/she is not in default and does not owe a refund or repayment on any Federal
or State financial aid including, state grants/scholarships, Federal Pell Grant, Supplemental
Educational Opportunity Grant, Perkins Loan and Federal Stafford Loan.

B. Any credit hours attempted or carned before high school graduation, hours exempted by
examination, or Advanced Placement (AP) credit hours do not count against the terms of eligibility as
provided in State Statute, Section 59-149-60. The credit hours earned before high school graduation
can be used toward the credit hour requirement. Credit hours earned through CLEP or AP will be
used toward the credit hour requirement.

C. Service members of the United States Armed Forces will not be penalized for any credit hours
earned while on active duty. The credit hours earned on active duty will not count against the terms of
eligibility, but will be used towards the annual credit hour requirement.

D. First-time entering freshmen will not be penalized for any credit hours earned during the summer



session immediately prior to the student’s initial college enroliment, The credit hours earned wiil not
count against the terms of eligibility. The credit hours may be used toward the annual credit hour
requirement,

E. Students who complete their high school graduation requirements prior to the official graduation
date reported on the final high school transcript may be eligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship
dependent on the approval of the Commission on Higher Education (CHE). The student must
complete and submit an Early Graduation Application, an official high schoot transcript, an official
letter from the high school principal verifying that he/she has met all graduation requirements, and
SAT/ACT scores (if attending a four-year institution) by the established deadline. Early graduates
cannot use class rank in order to qualify for the LIFE Scholarship at four-year institutions for the
spring semester since the class has not officially graduated. A student may use class rank to receive
the Scholarship after the class officially graduates. Early graduates who enroll mid-year (spring term)
and are awarded the LIFE Scholarship through the Early Graduation process will officially begin their
initial college enrollment. In order to receive the LIFE Scholarship the next academic year, the
student must eam a minimum of fifteen credit hours and a 3.0 “LIFE GPA” at the end of the
academic year. The student will be eligible to receive the maximum number of terms of eligibility
based on initial college enrollment. If a student does not submit an early graduation application for
the spring term and has not officially graduated, the student should not have received the LIFE
Scholarship and that term will not count against his/her terms of Scholarship eligibility.

F. First-time entering freshmen who enroll mid-year (spring semester) are eligible for the LIFE
Scholarship if they qualified upon high school graduation.

G. LIFE Scholarship funds may not be applied to the cost of continuing education,
remedial/developmental or non-degree credit courses for an associate’s degree or higher. Twelve
credit hours of the courseload must be non-remedial/developmental, non-continuing education or
degree-credit courses for an associate’s degree or higher in order to receive LIFE Scholarship funds.
Continuing education, non-degree credit for an associate’s degree or higher and
remedial/developmental courses will not be included in the “LIFE GPA” or credit hour calculations.

H. Non-degree credit hours shall be used to meet the full-time eligibility criteria for a diploma or
certificate program only. Students must sign an affidavit certifying that they understand that non-
degree credit hours will not be used in calculating the “LIFE GPA” or credit hour requirements if they
are enrolled in an Associate’s degree or higher.

1. First-time entering freshmen attending an eligible two-year or technical college who enroll full-
time in remedial/developmental courses during the first term(s) will not be eligible for Scholarship
funds during this period. Credit hours earned during the term(s) of remedial/developmental
enrollment will not be used to determine remaining Scholarship eligibility at the completion of
remediation unless the student has completed at least twelve credit hours of non-
remedial/developmental coursework each term of enrollment. The student will be eligible for the
Scholarship for the term following completion of remediation if the student was eligible to receive the
LIFE Scholarship upon high school graduation. If the student requires more than one academic year
of remedial/developmental coursework, then he/she will not be eligible for the LIFE Scholarship the
term after completion of remediation. If the student was not eligible for the Scholarship upon high
school graduation, the student must meet the conditions set forth in Section J below in order to gain
the LIFE Scholarship.

J. Students who do not meet the scholarship eligibility requirements upon high school graduation and
enroll full-time in remedial/developmental courses must meet the scholarship eligibility requirements
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(earn a 3.0 “LIFE GPA" and earn an average of thirty credit hours for the academic year) at the end of
the first year of enrollment in non-remedial/developmental courses to be eligible to receive the
scholarship for the second year of enroflment in non-remedial/developmental courses.

K. Students receiving a LIFE Scholarship are not eligible to receive a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship,
SC HOPE Scholarship or Lottery Tuition Assistance.

L. Students who have already been awarded their first bachelor’s degree or graduate degree are not
eligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship. In cases where students ure cnrolled in a program of study
that is structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree for acceptance into the program and leads to
a graduate degree, which will be the students’ first academic degree awarded, the students must
maintain their undergraduate status in order to receive a LIFE Scholarship und a LIFE Scholarship
Fnhancement each academic term, with the exception of students mujoring in the Master’s of Science
in Physician Assistant Studies Program, Master’s of Scicnce in Cytology and Biosciences Program
and the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at the University of South Carolina-Columbia and the Medical
University of South Carolina.

M. All documents required for determining LIFE Scholarship eligibility must be submitted to the
institution by their established deadline(s). Students must submit official transcripts from all previous
and current institutions, which provide evidence to calculate the “LIFE GPA,” determine initial
college enrollment and earned annual credit hour requirement. Students that complete coursework at
another institution at any time during the academic year (fall, spring, summer) must submit an official
transcript to the home institution at the end of the academic year to determine eligibility for the LIFE
Scholarship. :

N. First-time entering freshmen who attended out-of-state preparatory high schools or graduated
from a SC high school prior to the full implementation of the Uniform Grading Scale in 2004 (if the
high school had not already converted to UGS) must have their high school transcript converted by a
designated official appointed by the Commission on Higher Education to the UGS in order to qualify
for the LIFE Scholarship. Any fees and requirements for the conversion are the responsibility of the
student. Students who attended high school out-of-state must meet the South Carolina residency
requirement.

O. To be eligible for a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement each academic year, the student must:

1. Meet all of the eligibility requirements at the end of each academic year to receive a
LIFE Scholarship as stipulated by statc law and regutation and be a recipient of LIFE
Scholarship funds at the time of LIFE Scholarship Enhancement disbursement,  The
student must receive the underlying LIFE Scholurship;

| ]

. Be enrolled as a full-time, degree-seeking student in a declared major of science or
mathematics in an cligible program that is approved and assigned a CIP code hy the
Commission on Higher Education at the time of disbursement of LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement funds. Eligible programs include degrees awarded in math and science
fields, computer science or informational technology, engineering, science education,
math education and healthcare and retated disciplines including medicine and dentisiry.
The student must meet all requirements for satisfactory academic progress towards
completion of the declared major as established by the policies of both the institution and
the academic department in which the student is enrolled;

3. Be enroiled at an eligible four-year public or independent institution located in South
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Carolina,

4. Effective {or the 2007-08 academic veur only, all students who are enrolled at a four-
year institution as a sophomore, junior or senior st meet the continued ehigibility
requirements of earming a minimum average of 30 credit hours and a minimum 3.0 LIFE
GPA us stipulated by faw and regulation for the LIFE Scholarship by the end of each
academic year, be a recipient of LIFE Scholarship funds, and be earolled as a fuil-time,
degree-seeking student in a declared major of science or mathematics in an eligible
program that is approved and assigned a CIP code by (he Commuassion un Higher
Education at the time of disbursement of LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds. These
students may continue to receive the LIFE Scholarship Enbancement for their remaining
terms of ehgibility for the LIFE Scholarship. To be awarded a LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement each year, these students must meet all requirements for the LIFE
Scholarship and be enrolled as a full-time, degree-seeking student in a declared major of
science or mathematics in an eligible program that 1s approved and assigned a CIP code
by the Commission on Higher Education at the time of disbursement of LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement funds;

5. Beginning with the Fall 2007 freshman class and thereafter, all students mwst have
successfully completed a total of at least fourteen credit hours of instruction in
mathematics and life and physical science courses with 4 minimum of six hours in
mathemutics and a minimum of six hours in §ife and physical science including one
laboratory course by the end of the student’s first year of enroliment 1n college {based on
initial date of college enrollment). For purposes of meeting the required minimum level
of instruction in mathematics and fife and physical science courses during 4 student's first
year, Exempted Credit Hours, College Level Examination Program (CLEP), Dual
Enrollment, courses taken during the summer session immediately prior to the student’s
mnitial cotlege enrollment, Pass/Fail courses with a grade of “Pass™ (only), Intemational
Baccalaureate {IB} courses and Advanced Placement (AP} courses in mathematics and
life and physical sciences taken in high school in which the studemt scored a three or
maore on the advanced placement test and received college credit may count toward the
tulfilflment of this mintmum requirement. The Commission will issue a list of eligible
courses by CIP code for determining eligible coursework to meet the fourteen credit hour
requirement.  Remedial/developmental, conunoing  cducation,  non-degree  credit
coursework and credit hours earned for courses taken after the end of the student’s first
year of college enrollment cannot be used to meet the specified minimum fourteen credit
hour course level requirement to gain eligibility to receive the LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement;

6. Mcct the conttnued eligibility requirements for the LIFE Scholarship of a minimum 3.0
LIFE GPA and a minimum average of 30 credit hours by the end of each academic year;

7. Be in the second, third or (ourth year of full-ime ¢arollment (hased on nitial date of
college enrollment after high school graduation) at an elgible four-year public or
independent institution in South Carolina. Swudents enrolled full-time in an eligible,
approved five-year degree program may also be eligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement in their fifth year of college enrodlment (based on initial date of college
enrollment); and

8. Students who imtialiy enroll in college mid-vear {i.e., spring term} as a freshman and
meet the requirements under Section 62-1200.10 may be eligible to receive a LIFE
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Scholarship Enhancement at the beginning of the spring term of the next academic year
{i.c., beginning with the third consecutive term of full-time encollment based on initial
date of college cnroflment). The student must earn a minimum average of 15 credit hours
and a 3.0 LIFE GPA to be awarded a LIFE Scholurship the following academic year and
a mintmum average of 30 credit hours by the end of the first academic year (i.e., by the
end of the fall term or second consecutive term of full-time enrollment based on initial
date of college enrollment) of enroliment to receive a LIFR Scholarship Enhancement
heginning the spring term of the second, third and/or fourth year of college enrollment.

P. The LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement are to be annual awards. Half of the
Scholarship and Enhancement funds are to be disbursed in the fall and half wre to be disbursed in
the spring.  Students who change their major from an ineligible degree program to an eligible
degree program during the same academic year shall not receive the LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement until the beginning of the next acudemic year (i.e., fall term). Students who change
their major from an eligible degree program to un ineligible degree program during the same
academic year may continue to receive the LIFE Scholarship Enbancement during the current
academic year; however, the student cannot be awarded the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement the
next academic year of cnrollment in an ineligible degree program.

62-1200.15 Continued Eligibility: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement
A. Students must meet the following criteria to renew eligibility for the LIFE Scholarship:

1. Continve to meet all eligibility requirements as stated in the “Student Eligibility” Section;
2. Earn at least a 3.0 “LIFE GPA” by the end of the academic year; and
3. Meet the annual credit hour requirement (or its equivalent) by the end of the academic year
based on initial college enrollment;
(a) earn a minimum of 30 (or the equivalent) credit hours if entering the second year: or
(b) earn a minimum of 60 (or the equivalent) credit hours if entering the third year; or
(c) earn a minimum of 90 (or the equivalent) credit hours if entering the fourth year; or
(d) earn 2 minimum of 120 (or its equivalent) credit hours if entering the fifth year of an
approved five-year bachelor’s degree program,

B. Students who meet the continued eligibility requirements by the end of the spring term and who
enroll in Maymester or summer term will not be eligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship if their
cumulative grade point average falls below the minimum 3.0 “LIFE GPA” requirement by the end of
the summer term,

C. Students who initially enroll in college mid-year (spring term) may be eligible to receive the LIFE
Scholarship the next academic year, if the student eamns a2 minimum of fifteen (15) credit hours and a
3.0 “LIFE GPA"™ at the end of the academic year. For subsequent years, the student must meet the
annual credit hour requirement and 3.0 LIFE GPA for renewal:
(a) earn a minimom of 45 (or the equivalent) credit hours if entering the fourth semester
based on initial college enrollment; or
(b) earn a minimum of 75 (or the equivalent) credit hours if entering the sixth semester
based on initial college enroliment; or
(c) earn a minimum of 105 (or the equivalent) credit hours if entering the eighth semester
based on initial college enrollment; or
(d) earn a minimum of 1335 (or its equivalent) credit hours if entering the tenth semester of
an approved five-year bachelor’s degree program based on initial college enrollment.
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The student may be eligible to receive the maximum number of terms of eligibility based on initial
college enroliment.

. Students must meet the following criteria to renew cligibility for the LIFE Scholarship
Fnhancement:

|. Continue (o meet all eligibility requirements as stated in the “Student Eligibility: LIFE

Scholasship and the LIFE Scholarship Enhuncement™ Section;

Be a recipient of LIFE Scholarship funds at the time of LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

disbursement; and

3. Be enrolied full-time at an eligible four-year public or independent institution as a
declared major in an eligible science or mathematics program as stiputated under
Section 62-1200.10.

2]

E. Students who meet the continued cligibility requirements by the end of the spnng term and who
enroll in Maymester or summer term will not be eligible to reccive the LIFE Scholarstup
Cnhancement if their cumulative grade point average fulls below the minimum 3.0 "LIFE GPA”
requirement by the end of the summer term resulling in ineligibility for a LIFE Scholarship. Students
who do not meet the continued cligibility requirements to receive the LIFE Scholurship cannot
recetve a Schotarship or LIFE Schalarship Enhancement for the {oltowing academic year.

F_ The student may be eligible to receive the maximum number of terms of eligibility (i.e., six
consecutive terms) for a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement starting the second year of college
enroliment (based on intial date of college enroltment after high school graduation).

62-1200.20 Terms of Eligibility: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

A. The maximum number of terms of eligibility is based on the sdent’s initial college enrollment
with the exception of the summer term immediately prior to the student’s initial college enrollment
and up to one academic year of full-time enroliment in remedial/developmental coursework.

B. Students may receive a LIFE Scholarship for a maximum of two terms for a one-year educational
program, four terms for an associate’s degree program or at least a two-year program that is
acceptable for full credit towards a bachelor’s degree, eight terms (or its equivalent) towards the first
bachelor’s degree or program of study that is structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree for
acceptance into the program and leads to a graduate degree program or ten consecutive terms towards
an approved five-year bachelor’s degree program. (See chart in “C” below.} In cases where students
arc enrolled in a program of study that is structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree for
acceptance into the program and leads to a graduate degree, which will be the students” first academic
degree awarded, such students must maintain their undergraduale status to be awarded the LIFE
Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement cach academic term, with the exception of
students majoring in the Master's of Science in Physician Assistant Studies Program, the Master's of
Science in Cytology and Biosciences Program and the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at the Umiversity
of South Carolina-Columbia and the Medical University of South Carolina. Students who have
already been awarded their first bachelor’s degree or graduate degree are not eligible to be awarded a

14




LIFE Scholarship or a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, Students are eligible to receive the LIFE
Scholarship for a maximum of eight consceutive terms (or its equivalent) and a LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement for 4 maximum of six consecutive terms {or its equivalent), as long as all other
cligibility requirements are met and the program is approved by the Commission on Higher
Fducation.

C. If a student pursues the following program, the terms of eligibility for the LIFE Scholarship will
be based upon the student’s initial college enrollment:

Average Credit Hours Earnaed at the End of Each Academic Year
Maximum
Terms of |1st Year =30 credit| 2nd Year = 60 credit 3rd Year = 90 4th Year = 120 Fifth Year
Degrea/Program Eligibility hours hours credit hours credit hours = 154 cradit hour!
Terms of Remaining Eligibility at the End of Each Acadamic Year
One-yoar Certificale/
Diploma 2 0 0 0 0 0
Associate/Two-year
Program 4 2 0 0 Q 0
Bachelor/First
Professlonal 8 6 4 2 Q 0
Approved Flve-year
Bachalor 10 8 & 4 2 1]

D. The maximum number of terms of eligibility for a LIFE Scholarship Erhancement is based on the
student’s continued eligibility for a LIFE Scholarship and beginning with the student’s second year of
college enrollment (based on initial date of college enrollment), with the exception of the summer
term immediately prior to the student’s initial college enrollment and up to one academic year of full-
time enrollment in remedial/developmental coursework.

E. Students may receive u LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for a maximum of six consceutive terms
{i.e., three academic years) for a first bachelor’s degree in an eligible program or an eligible program
of study that 15 structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree for acceptance into the program and
leads to a graduate degree program, and eight consecutive terms (i.c., four academic years) towards
an approved five-year bachelor’s degree program and six consecutive terms towards a 3 plus 2
program. Students must he coroiled in an eligible four-year public or independent institution in South
Carolina as a declared major in an eligible scicnce or mathematics major or an eligible program that is
approved and assigned a CIP code by the Commission on Higher Education. In cases where students
are enrolled in « program of study that is structured so as aot to require a bachelor's degree for
acceptance into the program and leads to a graduate degree, which will be the students® first academic
degree awarded, students must maintain their undergradvate status to be awarded the LIFE
Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, with the exception of students declaring a major
in the Master's of Science in Physician Assistant Studies Program, the Master’s of Science in
Cytology and Biosciences Program and the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at the University of South
Carotina-Columbia and the Medical University of South Carolina. Students who have already buen
awarded their first bachetor’s degree or graduate degree are not eligible to be awarded a LIFE
Scholarship or a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. Students are cligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship
for a maximum of cight consecutive terms (or its equivalent) and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement
for a maximum ot six conscculive terms {or its equivalent) towards an undergradnaic degree, as long
as all other eligibility requirements arc met und the program is approved by the Commission on
figher Education. Students enrolled in an approved five-year degree program may be eligible to
receive a LIFE Scholarship for a fifth year of full-time, undergraduate work and a LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement for a fourth year of full-time undergraduate coursework.
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aining or Earning Eligibility: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

:0 were not initially eligible upon high school graduation or failed to meet the
ility requirements may eamn or regain eligibility for the LIFE Scholarship if they:

‘igibility requirements as stated in the “Student Eligibility” Section;
st a 3.0 “LIFE GPA” by the end of the academic year;

.nual credit hour requirement by the end of the academic year based on initial college

n a minimum of 30 (or the equivalent) credit hours if entering the second year; or

n a minimum of 60 (or the equivalent) credit hours if entering the third year; or

n a minimum of 90 (or the equivalent) credit hours if entering the fourth year; or

.n a minimum of 120 (or its equivalent) credit hours if entering the fifth year of an
ved five-year bachelor's degree program.

n the required number of credit hours as stated in Section 62-1200.25 (C) for students
qitially enroll mid-year.

ko has earned a GED diploma may be eligible to eamn the LIFE Scholarship at the end
.demic year of a non-GED program. The student must meet the annual credit hour
r equivalent) and a 3.0 “LIFE GPA” at the end of the first academic year. To quality
years, the student must meet all eligibility requirements as stated in Section A above.

vho has graduated from a homeschool association not approved by the state of South
¢ eligible to eam the LIFE Scholarship at the end of the first academic year based on
qrollment. The student must meet the annual credit hour requirement (or equivalent)
E GPA” at the end of the first academic year. The student may also qualify in
s by meeting all eligibility requirements as stated in Section A above.

.0 initially enroll in college mid-year (spring termn) may be eligible to receive the LIFE
- next academic vear, if the student earns a minimum of fifteen credit hours and earns a
“LIFE GPA" at the end of the academic year. For subsequent years, the student must
-1 credit hour requirement for renewal (refer to Section 62-1200.30 (C) for the required

number of cre. it hours for mid-year students). The student may be eligible to receive the maximum
number of terr: s of eligibility based on initial college enroliment.

E. Students w

» were not initially eligible for 2 LIFE Scholarship (as stated in this section) upon high

school gradua. s or failed to meet the continued eligibility requirements for 1 LIFE Scholarship may

QUM O Fegain

‘igibility for a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement if they:

1. Meet ull cligibility requirements as stipulated in Section 62-1200.10 and are
recipients of a LIFE Scholarship:

2. Earn at least a 3.0 “LIFE GPA™ and meet the annuat credit hour requirement by

the end of each academic year hased on initial college enroliment to receive a
LIFE Scholarship; and
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3. Be a recipient of LIFE Scholarship funds at the time of LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement funds disbursement.

62-1200.30 Transfer Students: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

A. Students must meet all eligibility requirements for a LIFE Scholarship and for a LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement as stipulated in Section 62-1200.10,

B. Transfer students who receive the LIFE Scholarship and transfer mid-year to another institution
may be eligible to receive the Scholarship for the spring term if they met the eligibility requirements
at the end of the previous academic year (See “Transfer Student” Section B for eligibility
requirements):

1. Freshmen who transfer mid-year to the same type of institution (two-year to two-year or four-
year to four-year) must have met the Scholarship requirements of the respective institution at the
time of initial college enrollment; or

2. Freshmen who transfer mid-year from a two-year to a four-year institution must meet the
eligibility requirements of a first-time entering freshmen enrolling at a four-year institution; or

3. Freshmen who transfer mid-year from a four-year to a two-year institution must meet the
eligibility requirements of a first-time entering freshmen enrolling at a two-year institution.

C. FPor determining initial eligibility for transfer students for the first-time at an eligible public or
independent institution in SC, students must meet the following requirements at the end of the
previous academic year:

1. Earn a cumulative 3.0 LIFE GPA; and
2. Meet one of the following:
{a) earn a minimum of thirty credit hours (or equivalent} at all institutions if
entering the second year of college based on initial college enrollment; or
(b} earn a minimum of sixty credit hours (or equivalent) at all institutions if
entering the third year of college based on initial college enroliment; or
(c) earn a minimum of ninety credit hours (or equivalent) at all institutions if
entering the fourth year of college based on initial college enroliment; or
(d) earn a minimum of one hundred twenty credit hours (or equivalent) at all
institutions if entering the fifth year of college in an approved five-year
bachelor’s degree program based on initial college enrollment; or
(e) earn the required number of credit hours as stated in Section 62-900.15 (C)
for students who initially enroll mid-year based on initial college
enroilment.

D. For eligibility in subsequent years, transfer students must earn 2 3.0 LIFE GPA and meet the
annual credit hour requirement (or its equivalent) at all eligible institutions by the end of the academic
year based on initial college enrollment,

E. The institution where the student is transferring will determine the classification of the entering
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transferring student based on initial college enroliment and will use this classification to determine
the remaining terms of eligibility in compliance with the “Terms of Eligibility” Section.

F. Students transferring to an eligible pubiic or independent four-year South Carolina institution may
be eligible to receive a LIFE Scholurship Enhancement it they meet the requirements under Section-
62-1200.10 and:

i

The student is a LIFE Scholarship recipient and transferring {rom an out-of-state institution or
from an in-state four-vear institution to an cligible public or independent four-year insttution
at the end of the acudemic ycar. The student must earn a minimum 3.0 LIFE GPA and a
minimum average ot 30 credit hours by the end of each academic year of enrollmeni (basud
on initial date of college enrollment) to receive 4 LIFE Scholarship Enhancement beginming
the fall term of the second, third and/or fourth year of enrolliment. Transter students enrolted
full-time in an eligible, approved five-year degree program may be eligible to receive a LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement in their fifth year of college enrollment (based on initial dute of
coltege enrollment after high school graduation)

The student 1$ & LIFE Scholarship recipient and transferring from an out-of-state institution or
from an in-state four-year institution to an ehigible public or independent four-year institution
mid-year (i.c., spring term). The student may be eligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement for the spring term of the second, third or fourth year of enrollment, if the
student earned a 3.0 LIFE GPA and minimum average of 30 credit hours by the end of each
academic year of enroliment (based on initial date of coliege enrollment). Transfer students
enrolled full-lime in an eligible, approved five-year degree program may be cligible to
receive a LIFE Schotarship Enhancement in their tifth year of college carolliment (hased on
initial date of college enroilment after high school graduation).

The student is 4 LIFE Scholarship recipient and transferring from a two-year institution to an
cligible public or independent four-year institution at the end of the academic year. The
student must earn a 3.0 LIFE GPA and a minimum average of 30 credit hours by the end of
cach academic vear of enrollment (hased on initiat date of college enrollment) to receive a
LIFE Schotarship Enhancement beginning the fall term of the second, third and/or fourth year
of enroflment. Transfer students enrolled full-time in an eligible, approved five-year degree
program may be eligible to receive 4 LIFE Scholurship Enhancement in their fifth year of
cotlege enrollment (based on initial date of college enrollment after high school graduation).

The student is a LIFE Scholarship recipient and transferring from a two-year institution to an
cligible public or independent four-year institution mid-year (1.¢., spring term). The student
may be eligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for the spring term of the second,
third or foueth year of enroliment, if the student earned a 3.0 LIFE GPA und a minimum
average of 30 credit hours by the end of each academic year of enroliment (based on initial
date of college enroliment}. Transfer students enrolled full-time in an cligible, approved five-
year degree program may be eligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement in their
fifth year of college enrollment {bused on initial date of college enroliment after high school
graduation).

62-1200.35 Students with Disabilities: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

A. Students who qualify under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 must meet all eligibility requirements as defined in “Student Eligibility,
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Continued Eligibility, Regaining or Earning Eligibility, or Transfer Students” Sections except for the
full-time enrollment requirement, if approved by the Disability Services Provider at the home
institution. Students must comply with all institutional policies and procedures in accordance with
ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. It is the responsibility of the transfer student
to provide written documentation concerning services from the previous institutional Disability
Services Provider.

B. The institutional Disability Services Provider must provide written documentation to the Office of
Financial Aid prior to each academic year verifying that the student is approved 10 be enrolled in less
than full-time status or earn less than the required annual credit hours. The institution is responsible
for retaining appropriate documentation according to the “Program Administration and Audits™
Section.

C. For renewal, students wheo qualify under ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973
must meet all requirements as stated in the “Continued Eligibility” Section, except that if a student
does not meet the annual credit hour requirement, the student must have been approved by the
institutional Disability Services Provider in the prior academic year to be enrolled in less than “full-
time” status or less than the required thirty credit hours. Each academic year, students must complete
the required number of credit hours approved by the institutional Disability Services Provider for
LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement renewal and earn a 3.0 “LIFE GPA.” Students
must comply with all institutional policies and procedures in accordance with ADA and Section 504
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

D. Students who qualify under ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 may receive
the maximum number of terms of eligibility as stated in the “Terms of Eligibility” Section.

E. In order to be eligible for the LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, students who
no longer qualify under ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 must comply with all
requirements set forth under the “Student Eligibility, Continued Eligibility, Regaining or Earning
Eligibility, or Transfer Students” Sections,

62-1200.40 Enrollment in Internships, Cooperative Work Programs, Travel Study
Programs and National and Intemational Student Exchange Programs:
LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

A. Students enrolled in internships, cooperative work programs, travel study programs, or National
or International Student Exchange Programs that are approved by the home institution and that the
home institution accepts as full-time transfer credit are eligible to receive LIFE Scholarship and LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement funds during the period in which the student is enrolled in such programs.
Students will be required to meet the continued eligibility requirements.

B. Eligible students may use the appropriated portion of LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement funds for internships, cooperative work programs, travel study programs or National or
International Student Exchange Programs that are approved by the home institution and that the home
institution accepts as full-time transfer credit. LIFE Scholarship und LIFE Scholarship Enhancement
funds must be paid directly to the student’s account at the home institution and cannot exceed the
cost-of-attendance at the home institution or the cost-of-attendance at the host institution, whichever
15 less. The Commission on Higher Education will not transfer I.IFE Scholarship or LIFE
Scholarship Enhuncement funds directly to the institution where the student will participate in
internships, cooperative work programs, travel study programs or National or International Student
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Exchange Programs. The institution is responsible for LIFE Scholuarship and LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement funds according to the “Policies and Procedures for Awarding™ Section.

C. Students who enroll in one academic term at the home institution and also enroll in an internship,
cooperative work program, travel study program or National or International Student Exchange
Program that are approved by the home institution and that do not award full-time transfer credit
during the same academic year, must complete fifteen credit hours and earn a 3.0 “LIFE GPA” by the
end of the academic year to be cligible for LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement
renewal for the next academic year. Students who did not use the entire eligibility for LIFE
Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds during this period shall be allowed to receive
IIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds during the succeeding summer or at the
end of the maximum terms of eligibility based on their initial college enrollment date (provided the
student meets continued eligibility requirements).

D. For students enrolled in an internship, cooperative work program, travel study program or
National or International Student Exchange Program during the entire academic year that is approved
by the home institution but does not award full-time transfer credit for the entire academic year, LII'L
Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement renewal for the next academic year will be based on
the prior year's eligibility. Students who did not use the entire eligibility for LIFE Scholarship and
LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds during this period shall be allowed to receive LIFE Scholarship
and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds during the succeeding summer or at the end of the
maximum terms of eligibility based on initial college enrollment (provided the student meets the
continued eligibility requirements).

E. Students enrolled in an internship, a cooperative work program, a travel study program or national
or international student exchange program during the academic year that is approved by the home
institution and did not use the entire eligibility for LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement funds during this period shall be allowed to receive LIFE Schotarship and LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement funds during the succeeding summer or at the end of the maximum terms
of eligibility based on initial college enrollment (provided the student meets the continued eligibility
requirements). In order to receive LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds for
summer school at the home institution, students must enroll in twelve credit hours during the summer.
In order to maintain eligibility for the next academic year for students who only attend summer
school at the home institution, the student must earn twelve credit hours during the academic year.
For students who enroll in summer school and one other term of the academic year at the home
institution, the student must earn a total of twenty-seven credit hours (or its equivalent) for the
academic year. The student must meet all eligibility requirements as specified in the “Student
Eligibility” and “Continued Eligibility” Scctions, except for the completion of the annual credit hour
requirement for the academic year.

F. The home institution will be responsible for obtaining official certification of the student's grade
point average, credit hours earned, and satisfactory academic progress for the purposes of determining
eligibility for LIFE Scholurship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement renewal for the next academic
year.

62-1200.45  Military Mobilization: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement
A. Service members who are enrolled in college and are affected by military mobilizations will not

be penalized for the term they are required to withdraw after the full refund period based on the
institutional policies and procedures. Institutions are strongly encouraged to provide a full refund of
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required tuition, fees and other institutional charges or to provide a credit in a comparable amount
against future charges for students who are forced to withdraw as a result of military mobilization.
Additionally, the term(s) that the service member is mobilized will not count against the maximum
terms of eligibility. The service member shall be allowed to receive the unused terms for the LIFE
Schoelarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement while mobilized during the succeeding summer or at
the end of the maximum terms of eligibility based on initial college enrollment (pravided the service
member meets continued eligibility requirements). The service member must re-enroll in an eligible
institution within twelve months upon their demobilization and provide official documentation to
verify military deployment to the institutional Financial Aid Office upon re-enrollment 1o receive
LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. Reinstatement of the LIFE Scholarship and
the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement will be based upon the service member’s eligibility at the time
he/she was mabilized. If the student re-enrolls after the twelve month period, the service member
must submit an Appeal Application to the Commission on Higher Education by the established
deadline in order to be considered for reinstatement.

B. Service members who are enrolled in college and are mobilized for an entire academic year may
renew the LIFE Scholarship and the 1.IFE Scholarship Enhancement for the next academic year, if
they met the eligibility requirements at the end of the prior academic year. Service members who did
not use the LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds/terms of eligibility during
this period due to military mobilization shall be allowed to receive the LIFE Scholarship und LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement funds during the succeeding surnmer or at the end of the maximum terms
of eligibility based on initial college enrollment (provided the service member meets continued
eligibility requirements).

C. Service members who are enrolled in college and are mobilized for one academic term must
complete fifteen credit hours and earn a 3.0 “LIFE GPA” by the end of the academic year to be
eligible for LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement renewal for the next academic
year. Service members who did not use LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement
funds/ierms of eligibility during this period shall be allowed to receive the LIFE Scholarship and
LIFE Scholarship Enhancement during the succeeding summer or at the end of the maximum terms of
eligibility based on initial college enrollment {provided the service member meets the continued
eligibility requirements).

D. In order to receive the LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for sammer
school for the unused term(s), the service member must enroll in twelve credit hours during the
succeeding summer term at the home institution. For service members who enroll in summer school
and one other term of the academic year, the service member must earn a total of twenty-seven credit
hours (or its equivalent) for the academic year. In order to maintain eligibility for the next academic
year for service members who only attend summer school, the member must earn twelve credit hours
during the academic year. The service member must meet all eligibility requirements as specified in
the “Student Eligibility” and “Continued Eligibility™ Sections for the LIFE Scholarship and LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement, except for the completion of the thirty credit hour requirement for the
academic vear,

E. The home institution will be responsible for receiving verification of military mobilization status,
“LIFE GPA,” credit hours earned and terms of eligibility based on the service member’s initial
college enrollment and eligibility for LIFE Scholarship und LIFE Scholarship Enhancement renewal
for the next academic year.

F. Service members of the United States Armed Forces will not be penalized for any credit hours
earned while on military mobilization. The credit hours eamed will not count against the terms of
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eligibility, but will be used toward the annual credit hour requirement for the LIFE Scholarship and
towards the minimum fourteen credit hour course level requirement for the LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement.

62-1200.50 LIFE Scholarship Refunds and Repayments

A. In the event a student who has been awarded a LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement withdraws, is suspended from the institution, or drops below full-time enrollment status
during any term of the academic year, institutions must reimburse the LIFE Scholarship Program for
the amount of the LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for the term in question
pursuant to the refund policies of the institution. Collection is the responsibility of the institution.

B. In the event a student withdraws or drops below full-time status after the institution's refund
period and therefore must pay tuition and fees for full-time enroliment, the LIFE Scholarship and
LIFE Scholarship Enhancement may be retained pursuant to the refund policies of the institution.

62-1200.55 Appeals Procedures: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement
A. The Commission on Higher Education shall define the appeals procedures.

B. Students who did not meet the continued eligibility requirements for the LIFE Scholarship at the
end of the academic year due to an extenuating circumstance may request an appeal with the
Commission on Higher Education.

C. The Commission on Higher Education will allow a student to submit only one appeal each
academic year based on an extenuating circumstance.

D. A completed appeal's application must be filed with the Commission on Higher Education by the
established deadline of the academic year the scholarship is requested. The student must provide a
completed application for appeal, a letter requesting an appeal describing the extenuating
circumstance, official transcripts from all prior institutions, and any other supporting documentation
to substantiate the basis for the appeal. Failure 1o submit an appeal by the required deadline(s) will
result in forfeiture of the scholarship.

E. The LIFE Scholarship shall be suspended during the appeal period, but will be awarded
retroactively if the appeal is granted.

F. Appeal Guidclines apply only to the LIFE Scholarship, not the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement.
Students cannot appeal solely on the basis of a loss of 4 LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. However,
students who appeal and are awarded the LIFE Scholarship under this section may be ehgible to
receive the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement.

(5. The Appeals Committee’s decision is final.
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62-1200.60 Institutional Policies and Procedures for Awarding:
LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Erhancement

A. All eligible institutions are responsible for ensuring that each student has met the criteria bused on
state law and regulation to determine eligibility for the LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement as stipulated in Section 62-1200.10 and Scction 62-1200.15.

B. Each institution is responsible for reviewing all students based on the “LIFE GPA” calculation
below to determine eligibility for the LIFE Scholarship. Institutions must use official transcripts from
all eligible institutions for each student and the steps in Section E below.

C. The institution must use grades eamned at all eligible institutions during any term (fall, spring,
and/or summer) for calculating a “LIFE GPA™ at the end of the academic year.

D. The student must certify by submitting a signed affidavit that he/she is responsible for submitting
transcripts from all previous and current eligible institutions. Students who complete coursework at
another institution at anytime during the academic year (fall, spring, summer) must submit an official
transcript to the home institution at the end of the academic year to determine eligibility for the LIFE
Scholarship.

E. Steps for calculating a “LIFE GPA:"

1) Convert all grades earned at an eligible institution to a 4.0 scale based on each institution’s
grading policy where the grades were earned = Grade Points

2) Muitiply the grade points by attempted credit hours = Quality Points (QP)
3) Divide the total quality points by the total number of attempted credit hours = LIFE GPA

4) “LIFE GPA” Formula:  (Grade Points X Attempted Credited Hours = QP) = LIFE GPA
Total Attempted Credit Hours

F. The “LIFE GPA” must include all grades earned at eligible institutions, including courses that do
not transfer based on the institution’s policy and college courses taken while in high school.

G. The “LIFE GPA” must not include attempted credit hours eammed for continuing education

courses, non-degree credit courses for an associate’s degree or higher and remedial/developmental
courses.

H. The student must meet the annual credit hour requirement at the end of the academic year based
on initial college enrollment as defined in the “Continued Eligibility,” “Regaining or Earning
Eligibility” or “Transfer Students™ Sections.

I. LIFE Scholarship awards are to be used only for payment toward the cost-of-attendance as
established by Title IV Regulations. Eligible four-year public and independent institutions shall
identify award amounts up to the cost-of-tuition for thirty credit hours, not to exceed four thousand
seven hundred dollars, plus a three hundred dollar book allowance (maximum $5,000 including cost-
of-tuition plus book allowance) per academic year. Eligible two-year public or technical institutions
shall identify award amounts, which cannot exceed the cost-of-tuition for thirty credit hours plus a
three hundred dollar book allowance (maximum $3.000 including cost-of-tuition plus book
allowance) per academic year. For students enrolled at eligible two-year independent institutions, the

23



award arnount shall not exceed the maximum cost-of-tuition at the two-year USC regional institutions
plus a three hundred dollar book allowance (not to cxceed a maximum award amotnt of $5.000
including cost-of-tuition plus book allowance) per academic year. Half shall be awarded during the
fall term and half during the spring term (or its equivalent), assuming continued eligibility. The LIFE
Scholarship in combination with all other gift aid, including Federal, State, private and institutional
funds, shall not exceed the cost-of-attendance as defined in Title IV regulations for any academic
year.

J. The LIFE Scholarship Enhancement is an annual award. Half of the funds are to be disbursed in
the fail term and half to be disbursed in the spring term, Students who change their myjor trom an
ineligible degree program to an eligible degree program during the same academic year shall oot
receive the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement until the beginning of the next academic year (i.e., fall
term). Students who change their major from an eligible degree program to an ineligible degree
program during the same academic year may continue to reccive the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement
during the current academic year; however, the student cannot be awarded the LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement the next academic year of enrollment in an meligible degree program.

K. The institution shall specify exact LTFE Scholarship Enhancement amounts o be used only for
payment toward the cost-of-attendance as established by Title [V Regulations at cligible four-year
public and independent institutions in South Carolina. The unnual LIFE Scholarship Enhancement
award amount shall not exceed $2,500.00 per academic year for no more than three years of
instruction if enrolled in un eligible four-year degree program or for not more than four years of
instruction if enrolled in an eligible approved five-year degree program. Students enrolled in an
eligible 3 plus 2 program shall receive a LIFE Scholarship for no more than four years of instruction
and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for no more than three years of instruction. Half of the LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement funds shall be awarded in the fall term and half during the spring term (or
its equivalent), assuming continued eligibility. The LIFE Scholarship Enhancement in combination
with all other gift aid, incloding Federal, State, private and institutional funds, shall not exceed the
cost-of-attendance as defined in Title IV Regulations for any academic year.

L. In determining the amount awarded for the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, all other sources of
wift aid, including federal, State, private and institutional funds and the base LIFE Scholarship must
be applied (o the unmet total cost of attendance in accord with Title IV Regulations before calculating
the LIFE Schotarship Enhancement amount and receiving the funds. Adjustments to the financial aid
package will be made to the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement in accordance with prescribed Title IV
Regulations in order to prevent an over award.

M. Students who have already been awarded u first bachelor’s degree or graduate degree are not
eligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship or a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. Students carolled in a
program of study that is structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree and leads to a graduate
degree us defined in the “Program Definitions™ Section must maintain their undergraduate status in
order 1o receive a LIFE Scholarship and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement each academic term, with
the exception of students majoring in the Master’s of Science in Physician Assistant Studies Program,
Master's of Science in Cytology and Biosciences Program and the Doctor of Phurmacy Program at
the University of South Carolina-Columbia and the Medical University of South Carolina.

N. Eligible institutions shall provide an awurd notification to eligible students that contains the terms
and conditions of the LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. Institutions will
notify students and the SC Commission on Higher Education of any adjustments in LIFE Scholarship
and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds that may result from an over award, change 1o eligibtity,
change in the student’s residency or change in financial status or other matters.
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O. The institution must retain annual paper or electronic documentation for each LIFE Scholarship
and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement award to include at a mimimum:

1. Award notification

2. Institutional disbursement to student

3. Student’s residency status

4. Refunds and repayments (if appropriate)

5. Enroliment and curriculum requirements

6. Verification of a 3.0 “LIFE GPA” and the required number of annual credit hours based on
initial college enrollment

7. Affidavit documenting that the student: a) has never been convicted of any felonies and/or a
second or subsequent alcohol/ drug-related misdemeanor offenses within the past academic year; b)
understands that non-degree credit hours will not be used in calculating the “LIFE GPA” or credit
hour requirements if they are enrolled in an associate’s degree or higher; and ¢) must certify that
they have submitted transcripts from all previous and current institutions attended

8. Institutional Student Information Record (ISIR) or affidavit documenting that the student is not
in default or does not owe a refund or repayment on any state or federal financial aid

9. High school transcript(s) verifying graduation or home school completion date, grade point
averages and class ranks (first-time entering freshmen) or GED or Adult Education High School
Diploma,

10. SAT or ACT scores (first-time entering freshmen)

11. Verification of student’s disability from Institutional Disability Service Provider and
verification of reduced course-load requirement (if appropriate)

12. Military mobilization orders (if appropriate)

[3. Beginning with the 2007-08 freshman class und thereafter, all institutions must retain
documentation verifying that students met the mintmum fourteen credit hour course level

requirement by the end of the first year of college enrollment for the LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement.

P. It is the institution’s responsibility to ensure that only eligible students receive a LIFE Scholarship
and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement award.

Q. Any student who has atiempted to obtain or has obtained a LIFE Scholarship and a LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement award through means of a willfully false statement or failure to reveal any
material fact, condition, or circumstances affecting eligibility will be subject to applicable civil or
criminal penalties, including loss of the LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement.

62-1200.65 Institutional Disbursements: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

A. Eligible four-year public and independent institutions shall award LIFE Scholarship amounts,
which cannot exceed the cost-of-tuition for thirty credit hours a year, not to exceed four thousand
seven hundred dollars, plus a three hundred doliar book allowance (maximum $5,000 including cost-
of-tuition plus book allowance) per academic year. Eligible two-year public or technical institutions
shall award LIFE Scholarship amounts, which cannot exceed the cost-of-tuition for thirty credit hours
plus a three hundred dollar book allowance (not to exceed a maximum award amount of $5,000
including cost-of-tuition plus book allowance) per academic year. For students enrolled at eligible
two-year independent institutions, the award amount for a LIFE Schelarship shall not exceed the
maximum cost-of-tuition at the two-year USC regional institutions plus a three hundred dollar book
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allowance (not to exceed a maximum award amount of $3,000 including cost-of-tuition plus book
allowance) per academic year. Half of the LIFE Scholarship shall be awarded during the fall term and
half during the spring term (or its equivalent), assuming continued eligibility. LIFE Scholarship
funds cannot be disbursed during the summer or any interim sessions with the exception to
disbursements that meet the requisites under the “Enrollment in Internships, Cooperative Work
Programs, Travel Study Programs and National and International Student Exchange Programs” or
“Military Mobilization” Sections. The LIFE Scholarship in combination with all other gift aid,
including Federal, State, private and institutional funds, shall not exceed the cost-of-attendance as
defined in Title IV regulations for any academic year.

B. Hligible four-year public und independent institutions only shall award LIFE Scholarship
[Inhancement amounts, which cannot exceed the cost-of-attendance for thirty credit hours a year, not
to exceed $2,500 per academic year. The LIFE Scholarship Enhancernent cannot be disbursed during
the summer or any interim sessions with the exception of disbursements that meet the requisites under
the “Enrotlment in Internships, Cooperative Work Programs, Travel Study Programs and National
and International Student Fxchange Programs™ or “Military Mobilization™ Scctions. The LIFE
Scholarship Enhancesnent in combination with all other gift 4id, including Federal, State, private and
institutional funds, shall not exceed the cost-of-uitenduance as defined in Title IV Regulations for any
academic year.

C. The LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement may not be applied to a second
bachelor’s degree or a graduate degree program as defined in the “Program Definitions” Section. In
the event of early graduation, the LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement awards are
discontinued. Students arc cligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship for a maximum of ctght
consecusive terms (or ils cguivalent) and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for a maximum of six
consecutive lerms {or its equivalent) towards an undergraduate degree, as Tong as all other eligibility
requirements are met and the program is approved by the Commission on Higher Education. In such
cases where students are enralled in u program of study that is structured so as not to require a
bachelor's degree for ucceptance into the program and leads 1o a graduate degree, which will be the
students’ first academic degree awarded, such students must maintain their undergraduate status to be
awarded the LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Schotarship Fnhancement, with the exception of students
majoring in the Master’s of Science in Physician Assistant Studies Program, the Master’s of Science
in Cytology and Biosciences Program and the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at the Umversity of
South Carolina-Columivia and the Medical University of South Carolina, Students who have already
been awarded their first bachelor's degree or graduate degree are not efigible to be awarded a LIFE
Scholarship or a LIFE Scholarship Enhuncement. Students enrolled in an approved five-year degree
program may be eligible to reccive a LIFE Scholarship for a fifth year of full-time, undergraduate
work and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for a fourth year of full-time undergraduate coursework.

N. In determining the amount awarded for the 1.IFE Scholarship Enhancement, all other sources of
gift aid, including federal, State, private and institutional funds and the base LIFE Scholarship, must
he applied to the vnmet total cost-of-attendance in accord with Title TV Regulations before
caleulating the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement amount and receiving the funds. Adjustments to the
financial aid package will be made to the base LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement
in accordance with prescribed Title IV Regulations in order to prevent an over award.

E. After the last day to register for each term of the academic year, the institution will verify
enrollment of each recipient as a South Carolina resident who is a full-time, degree-seeking student.
The institution must submit a request for LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds
and/or return of funds by the established deadline each term. In addition, a listing of all eligible
recipients by identification numbers with award amounts for the term must be sent to the Commission
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on Higher Education. At this time any unused funds must be returned to the Commission on Higher
Education immediately.

F. The Commission will disburse LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement awards to
the eligible institutions to be placed in each eligible student’s account.

G. The student must be enrolled at the ime of disbursement of LIFE Scholarship and LIFE
Scholarship LEnbancement funds as a fuil-time student at the home institution, and meet all
requirements as established in the “Student Eligibility™ Section for 4 LIFE Scholarship and the a LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement. Students who are retroactively awarded must have been enrolled in a
minimum of twelve credit hours (full-time) as a declared major in an eligible program under Section
62-1200.10 at the home institution at the time the LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship
Frhancement would have been disbursed for that term.

H. 'The LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement are to be annual awards. Hul{ of the
funds are (o be disbursed in the fall term and half 1 be disbursed in the spring term. Students who
change their major from an ineligible degree program to un eligible degree program during the same
iacademic ycar shall not receive the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement until the beginning of the next
acaderic year (i.e., fall term). Students who change their major from an eligible degree program to un
ineligible degree program during the same academic year may continue to reccive the LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement during the current academic year; however, the student cannot be awarded
the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement the next acudemic year of enroltment in an ineligible degree
progratn.

62-1200.70 Program Administration and Audits: LIFE Scholarship
and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

A. The South Carolina Commission on Higher Education shall be responsible for the oversight of
functions (e.g., guidelines, policies, rules, regulation) relative to this program with participating
institutions. The Commission on Higher Education shall be responsible for the allocation of funds,
promulgation of guidelines and regulation governing the LIFE Scholarship Program, any audits or
other oversight as may be deemed necessary to monitor the expenditures of scholarship funds.

B. According to the Audit Policies and Procedures for Scholarship and Grant Programs Manual, all
eligible institutions that participate in the program must abide by program policies, rules or
regulation. Institutions also agree to maintain and provide all pertinent information, records, reports
or any information as may be required or requested by the Commission on Higher Education or the
General Assembly to ensure proper administration of the program.

C. The Chief Executive Officer at each participating institution shall identify to the Commission on
Higher Education a LIFE Scholarship institutional representative who is responsible for the operation

of the program on the campus and will serve as the contact person. The institutional representative
will act as the student’s fiscal agent to receive and deliver funds for use under the program.

62-1200.75 Suspension or Termination of Institutional Participation: LII'E Scholarship
and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

A. The Commission may review institutional administrative practices to determine institutional
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compliance with pertinent statutes, guidelines, rules or regulations. [f such a review determines that
an institution has failed to comply with Program statutes, guidelines, rules or regulations, the
Commission may suspend, terminate, or place certain conditions upon the institution's continued
participation in the Program and require reimbursement to the LIFE Scholarship Program for any
LIFE Scholurship or LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds lost or improperly awarded.

B. Upon receipt of evidence that an institution has failed to comply, the Commission on Higher
Education shall notify the institution in writing of the nature of such allegations and conduct an audit.

C. If an audit indicates that a violation or violations may have occurred or are occurring at any
eligible public or independent institution, the Commission on Higher Education shall secure
immediate reimbursement from the institution in the event that any funds were expended out of
compliance with the provisions of the Act, any relevant statutes, guidelines, rules, and reguiations.

Statement of Rationale: LIFE Scholarship Enhancement Regulation is required by Section 59- 149-
30 and 59-149-15(B) of Act 115 of 2007 in implementing the legislation.
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Agenda Item 6.03A-3

Document No.
COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION
CHAPTER 62
Statutory Authority: 1976 Code Section 59-150-370

62-900.85-140 South Carolina HOPE Scholarship
Synopsis:

The Commission on Higher Education proposes to amend and replace in its entirety R.62-900 of
the SC HOPE Scholarship Program. Revisions to the existing regulation for the SC HOPE
Scholarship Program are being considered to clarify the policies and procedures for administering
the program. The proposed amendment will make the Scholarship regulation consistent with
recently approved legislation, Act F15 approved during the 2007 legislative session: SC 1TOPE
scholarships are authorized in an amount of up to two thousand five hundred dollars, plus a three
hundred doliar book allowance to cover the cost of attendance, as defined by the Commission on
Higher Education by regulation, during the first year of attendance only, to an cligible student
attending a four-year public or independent institution as defined in subsection who does not also
qualify for a LIFE Scholarship or a Paimetto Fellows Scholarship. The proposed amendment will
make the Scholarship regulation consistent with recently approved legaslation, Act #103 approved
during the 2007 legislative session: SC HOPE recipients who are convicted or pled guilty or nolo
contendere of their second or subsequent alcohol redated offense would lose their SC TIOPE
Scholarship 1if convicted or pled guiity or nolo contendere before the year hegins, and lose their
LIFE Scholarship for the following year if they have already received SC HOPE funds for the
academic year in which they were convicted. There are also additional clarifications being
proposed such as adding definitions and minor grammatical changes to promote consistency
among the State scholarship and grant programs. The proposed regulation for the SC HOPE
Scholarship Program was published in the State Register on October . 2007, The
Commission on Higher [ducation conducted a public hearing on December |, 2007.
Instructions: The following regulation will replace in its entirety R.62-900.85 through 62-
900.140, SC HOPE Scholarship Program, to Chapter 62 regulation.

Text:

Table of Contents:

62-900.85 Purpose of the SC HOPE Scholarship Program
62-900.86 Funding

62-900.90 Program Dcfinitions

62-900.95 Student Eligibility

62-900.100 Duration of Award

62-900.105 Transfer Students

62-900.110 Students with Disabilities

62-900.111 Military Mobilization

62-900.115 Refunds or Repayments

62-900.120 Appeals Procedures

62-900.125 Institutional Policics and Procedures for Awarding
62-900.130 Institutional Disburscments

62-900.135 Program Administration and Audits



62-900.140 Suspension or Termination of Institutional Participation

62-900.85 Purpose of the SC HOPE Scholarship Program

The South Carolina HOPE Scholarship was established under the South Carolina Education
Lottery Act in 2001 and amended by Act 95 during the 2005 legislative session. Act 356
authorizes the Commission on Higher Education to promulgate regulation for administration of
the SC HOPE Scholarship Program. The purpose of the SC HOPE Scholarship Program is to
provide funding to first-time entering freshmen who do not qualify for the LIFE or Palmetto
Fellows Scholarships.

62-900.86 Funding

A. Funds made available for SC HOPE Scholarships under the South Carolina Education Lottery
Act shall be included in the annual appropriation to the Commission on Higher Education. This

program is dependent upon the annual proceeds generated by the Lottery. The Commission on
Higher Education shall award funds as SC HOPE Scholarships to eligible students.

62-900.90 Program Definitions

A. “Academic year” is defined as the twelve month period during which a full-time student is
expected to eamn thirty credit hours. The period of time used to measure the academic year will
consist of fall, spring, and summer terms or spring, summer, and fall terms (or its equivalent).

B. “Bachelor’s degree program” is defined as a program of study leading to a bachelor’s degree
as defined by the U.S. Department of Education for participation in federally funded financial aid

programs.

C. “Book allowance” shall mean funds that may be applied to the student’s account for expenses
towards the cost-of-attendance including the cost of textbooks.

D. “Cost-of-attendance” as defined by Title IV Regulations and may include tuition, fees, living
expenses, and other costs such as costs rclated to disability or dependent care.

E. “Degree-secking undergraduate student” is defined as any full-time student enrolied in a
bachelor’s degree program at an eligible institution.

F. “Eligible institution” shall be defined as a public or independent bachelor’s level institution.

G. “Felonies” shall be defined as crimes that are classificd under State Statute (Section 16-1-10)
and that typically require imprisonment for more than one year.

H. “Freshman year” shall mean the first academic year the student matriculates in an institution
after high school graduation or completion of an approved home school program.

I. “Full-time student” shall mean a student who has matriculated into a bachelor’s degree program
and who enrolls full-time at the home institution, usually fifieen semester credit hours for fall and
spring terms or twelve credit hours for fall, eight credit hours for winter, and twelve credit hours
for spring trimester terms. In order for the student to be cligible for Scholarship disbursement, the
student must be enrolled full-time as stipulated by Title {V Regulations, except that credit hours
may not include remedial/developmental and continuing education courses.




1. “High schoel” is defined as a high school located in South Carolina, an approved home school
program as defined in the State Statute, (Sections 59-65-40, 45, and 47) or a preparatory high
school located outside of the state while the student is a dependent of a legal resident of South
Carolina who has custody or pays child support and college expenses of the dependent high
school student in accordance with State Statute (Section 59-112-10). A "preparatory high school”
{out-of-state) is defined as a school recognized by the state in which the school is located to offer
curricula through the twelfth grade and prepares students for college entrance.

K. “Home institution™ shall mean the institution where the student is currently enrolled as a
degree seeking student and may be eligible for financial aid at the same institution.

L. “Independent institutions™ are defined, for the purposes of the SC HOPE Scholarship Program,
as those four-year institutions eligible to participate in the South Carolina Tuition Grants Program
as defined in Chapter 113 of Title 59 of the 1976 Code, which stipulates that an “independent
institution of higher learning means any independent eleemosynary junior or senior college in
South Carolina whose major campus and headquarters are located within South Carolina and
which is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools;” or an independent
bachelor’s level institution chartered before 1962 whose major campus and headquarters are
located within South Carolina; or an independent bachelor’s level institution who had a major
campus and headquarters located within South Carolina and was accredited by the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools as of March 17, 2004.” Institutions whose sole purpose is
religious or theological training or the granting of professional degrees do not meet he definition
of ‘independent institution’ for purposcs of this chapter. Independent two-year institutions are not
eligible for participation in this program.

M. “Initial college enroliment™ shall mean the first time the student matriculates into a
postsecondary, degree-granting institution afier high school graduation. The terms of eligibility
are based upon initial college enrollment and continuous enrollment, This means that any break in
enrollment (excluding summer) will count against the maximum terms of cligibility,

N. “Military mobilization™ is defined as a situation in which the U.S. Department of Defense
orders members of the United States Armed Forces to active duty away from their normal duty
assignment during a time of war or national emergency.

O. “Misdemeanor offenses” shall be defined as crimes that are classified under State Statute
(Section 16-1-100), less serious than felonies, and are typically punishable by fine or
imprisonment for less than one year. A complete listing is located in titlc 16 of State Statute.
Examples of alcohol and/or drug misdemeanor offenses in South Carolina include but are not
limited to possession of alcohol under the age of 21, possession of marijuana/illegal drugs, open-
container, transfer of alcohol to a person under 21, providing false information as to age (fake
ID}), ete. '

P. “Multihandicapped student™ shall be defined as a student who, in addition to being visually or
hearing impaired, has at least one additional disabling condition that qualifies the student to
receive specialized postsecondary education.

Q. “Public institutions™ are those four-year bachelor’s degree-granting institutions as defined in
Chapter 103 of Titie 59 of the 1976 Code, which stipulates "public higher education shall mean
state- supported education in the postsecondary field." Public two-year institutions and technical
colleges are not eligible for participation in this Program,



R. “Remedial/developmental coursework” shall mean sub-collegiate level preparatory courses in
English, mathematics, and reading or any other course deemed remedial by the institution where
the course is taken.

S. “South Carolina resident” shall be defined as an individual who satisfies the requirements of
residency in accordance with the State of South Carolina Statute for Tuition and Fees, Section 59-
112-10, and all related guidelines and regulations promulgated by the Commission on Higher
Education as determined by the institutional residency officer each academic year.

T. “Transfer student” shall be defined as a student who has changed enrollment from one
institution to an eligible institution.

62-900.95 Student Eligibility
A. To be eligible for a SC HOPE Scholarship, the student must:

1. Be a U.S. citizen or a legal permanent resident that meets the definition of an eligible non-
citizen under State residency statutes;

2. Be a South Carolina resident for in-state purposes at the time of high school graduation and at
the time of enrollment at the institution, as set forth by Section 59-112-10 and be either a member
of a class graduating from a high school located in this State, a home school student who has
successfully completed a high school home school program in this State in the manmer required
by law, or a student graduating from a preparatory high school outside this State, while a
dependent of a parent or guardian who is a legal resident of this State and has custody of the
dependent according to State Statute, Section 59-149-50A;

3. Earn a cumulative 3.0 grade point average (GPA) based on the Uniform Grading Scale (UGS}
upon high school graduation. No other grading policy will be allowed to qualify for the SC HOPE
Scholarship. Grade point averages must be reported to two decimal places (minimum) and may
not be rounded. For example, a student who carns a 2.99 GPA is not eligible. A student who carns
a 3.00 GPA or above is eligible. Institutions shall use the final cumulative GPA as reported by the
high school on the official high school transeript;

4. Be admitted, enrolled full-time, and classificd as a degree-seeking undergraduate student in an
eligible institution in South Carolina;

5. Certify that he/she has never been adjudicated delinquent, convicted, or pled guilty or nolo
contendere to any felonies and/or any sccond or subsequent alcohol/drug related misdemeanor
offenses under the laws of this or any other state or under the laws of the United States by
submitting a signed affidavit each academic year to the institution testifying to the fact. However,
a high school or college student who has been adjudicatcd delinquent, convicted, or pled guilty or
nolo contendere of a sccond alcohol or other drug related misdemeanor offense is ealy incligible
for the next academic year of enrollment at an eligible institution after the date of the
adjudication, conviction or plea. If the adjudication, conviction, or plea occurs during the
academic year after the student has already submitted a signed affidavit to the institution, the
student is still cligible for the Scholarship for the remainder of the academic year. However, the
student will not be eligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship the following fall, spring, and summer
terms (or their equivalent), even if all other eligibility requirements have been met. If a student
completes a pretrial intervention program and has his/her record expunged, the conviction will
not affect Scholarship eligibility;




6. For a home school graduate to be eligible for the SC HOPE Scholarship, the student must be a
member of an approved South Carclina homeschool program as defined in the State Statute
{Sections 59-65-40, 45, and 47) that provides a GPA on an official transcript upon high school
graduation based on the Uniform Grading Scale. No other grading policy will be allowed to
qualify for the SC HOPE Scholarship. Grade point averages must be reported to two decimal
places (minimum) and may not be rounded; and

7. In order to meet the GPA requirement, a student who attended an out-of-state preparatory high
school or graduated from a SC high school prior to the full implementation of the Uniform
Grading Scale in 2004 must request that an official designated by the Commission on Higher
Education convert the student’s grades to the UGS (if the high school had not already converted
to the UGS). Any fees and requirements associated with the conversion are the responsibility of
the student. These students must meet all other eligibility criteria, including SC residency
requirements.

B. Any credit hours attempted or carned before high school graduation, hours exempted by
examination, or Advanced Placement (AP) credit hours do not count against the terms of

eligibility.

C. Students who complete their high school graduation requirements prior to the official
graduation date reported on the final high school transeript may be eligible to receive the SC
HOPE Scholarship pending the approval of the Commission on Higher Education {(CHE). The
institutional representative must complete and submit an Early Graduation Application Form and
all appropriate documentation as deemed necessary by CHE for cach student by the established
deadline. The student must request and submit a letter from the high school principal verifying
that he/she has met all graduation requirements along with an official high school transcript.

D. Service members of the United States Armed Forces will not be penalized for any credit hours
carned while on active duty. The credit hours earned will not count against the terms of
eligibility.

E. Early graduates who enroll mid-year and are classificd as degree-secking will officially begin
their initial college enrollment.

F. SC HOPE Scholarship funds may not be applied to the costs of continuing education or
remedial/developmental courses. Twelve credit hours of the course load must be nonremedial/
developmental and non-continuing education courses in order to receive SC HOPE Scholarship
funds.

G. Students receiving a SC HOPE Scholarship are not eligible for a LIFE Scholarship, Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship or Lottery Tuition Assistance.,

H. Students who meet all eligibility requirements for the SC HOPE Scholarship are eligible to
receive Scholarship funds for the freshman year of attendance only.

L. All documents required for determining SC HOPE Scholarship eligibility must be submitted to
the institution by their established deadline(s). Students must submit official transcripts from all
previous and current institutions, which provide evidence to determine initial college enrollment.



62-900.100 Duration of Award

A. Students are eligible to receive the SC HOPE Scholarship for no more than two terms (or its
equivalent) during the freshman year of attendance only.

B. The maximum number of terms of eligibility is based on the student’s initial college
enrollment with the exception of credit hours earned during the summer session immediately
prior to the student’s initial college enrollment.

C. If a student enrolls mid-year (spring term) and receives the SC HOPE Scholarship during that
term, then qualifics to receive the LIFE Scholarship at the end of the summer term, the student
will not be eligible to receive the SC HOPE Scholarship for the next term. [f the student does not
meet the requirements to qualify for the LIFE Scholarship, then the student may receive the SC
HOPE Scholarship the next term of cligibility.

62-900.105 Transfer Students

A. A student who transfers from one institution to an eligible institution during the freshman ycar
of attendance is eligible to receive the SC HOPE Scholarship if the student met the cligibility
requirements as stated in the “Student Eligibility” Section at the beginning of the academic year.

B. A student who transfers from a two-year or technical institution to an eligible four-year
institution who enrolled in remedial courses during the freshman year may be eligible to receive
the SC HOPE Scholarship. The terms of eligibility to receive Scholarship funds must not inciude
the period of time the student was enrolled in remedial courses at a two-year ot technical
institution, unless the student completed at least twelve credit hours of non-remedial course work
each term of enrollment during the freshman year. The student will be eligible to receive the
Scholarship for the maximum number of terms of eligibility following completion of remediation
if the student was eligible to receive the Scholarship upon high school graduation. If the student
requires more than one academic year of remedial/developmental coursework, then he/she will
not be eligible for the Scholarship after completion of remediation. If the student was not cligible
for the Scholarship upon high schoel graduation, the student will not be ¢ligible for the
Scholarship after completion of remediation.

62-900.110 Students with Disabilities

A. Students who qualify under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 must meet all eligibility requirements as defined in the “Student
Eligibility” Section except for the full-time enrollment requirement, if approved by the Disability
Services Provider. Students must comply with all institutional policies and procedures in
accordance with ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

B. The institutional Disability Scrvices Provider must provide written documentation to the
Office of Financial Aid prior to the freshman year verifying that the student is approved to be
enrolled in less than full-time status.

C. Students who qualify under ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 may
receive the maximum number of available terms of eligibility as stated in the “Duration of
Award” Section.




D. In order to be eligible for the SC HOPE Scholarship, students who no longer qualify under
ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 must comply with all requirements set
forth under the "Student Eligibility” Section.

62-900.111 Military Mobilization

A. Service members who are enrolled in college and are affected by military mobilizations will
not be penalized for the term(s) they are required to withdraw after the full refund period based
on the institutional policies and procedures. Institutions are strongly encouraged to provide a full
refund of required tuition, fees and other institutional charges or to provide a credit in a
comparable amount against future charges for students who are forced to withdraw as a result of
military mobilization, Additionally, the term(s) that the service member is mobilized will not
count against the maximum terms of eligibility. The service member shall be allowed to receive
the unused term(s) while mobilized during the succeeding summer term or at the end of the
maximum terms of eligibility based on initial college enroliment. The service member must re-
enroll in an eligible institution within twelve months upon their demobilization and provide
official documentation to verify military deployment to the institutional Financial Aid Office
upon re-enrollment. Reinstatement will be based upon the service member’s eligibility at the time
he/she was mobilized. If the service member re-enrolls after the twelve month period, the service
member must submit an Appeal Application to the Commission on Higher Education by the
established deadline in order to be considered for reinstatement.

B. Service members who are enrolled in college and are mobilized for an entire academic year
may receive the Scholarship for the next academic year, if they met the “Student Eligibility”
requirements at the time of high school graduation. Service members who did not use the SC
HOPE Scholarship funds/terms of eligibility during this period due to military mobilization shall
be allowed to recetve Scholarship funds during the succeeding summer term and/or at the end of
the maximum terms of cligibility based on initial college enroflment.

C. Service members who are enrolled in college and are mobilized for one academic term and did
not use SC HOPE Scholarship funds/terms of eligibility during this period shall be allowed to
receive one term of Scholarship funds during the succeeding summer or one term at the end of the
maximum terms of eligibility based on initial college enrollment,

D. In order to receive the SC HOPE Scholarship for summer school for the unused term(s), the
service member must enroll in twelve credit hours during the succeeding summer term at the
home institution,

E. The home institution will be responsible for receiving verification of military mobilization
status and
terms of eligibility based on the service member’s initial college enrollment.

F. Service members of the United States Armed Forces will not be penalized for any credit hours
camed while on military mobilization. The credit hours will not count against their terms of
cligibility.



62-900.115 Refunds or Repayments

A. In the event a student who has been awarded a SC HOPE Scholarship withdraws, is suspended
from the institution, or drops below full-time enrollment status during any term of the academic
year, institutions must reimburse the SC HOPE Scholarship Program for the amount of the
Scholarship for the term(s) in question pursuant to the refund policies of the institution.
Collection is the responsibility of the institution.

B. In the event a student withdraws or drops below full-time status after the institution's refund
period and therefore must pay tuition and fees for full-time enroliment, the Scholarship may be
retained pursuant to the refund policies of the institution.

62-900.120 Appeals Procedures
A. The Commission on Higher Education shall define the appeals procedures.

B. Students who did not receive the maximum number of terms of eligibility for the Scholarship
at the end of the first academic year due to an extenuating circumstance may request an appeal
with the Commission on Higher Education.

C. The Commission on Higher Education will allow a student to submit only one appeal at the
end of the first academic year based on an extcnuating circumstance.

D. A completed appeal’s application must be filed with the Commission on Higher Education by
the established deadline of the academic year the Scholarship is requested. The student must
provide a completed application for appeal, a letter requcsting an appeal describing the
extenuating circumstance, official transcripts from all prior institutions, and any other supporting
documentation to substantiate the basis for the appeal.

E. The SC HOPE Scholarship shall be suspended during the appeal period, but wilt be awarded
retroactively if the appeal is granted.

F. The Appeals Committee’s decision is final.
62-900.125 Institutional Policies and Procedures for Awarding

A. SC HOPE Scholarship awards are to be used only for payment toward the cost-of-attendance
as established by Title IV regulations. The award amount shail not exceed two—theusand-six
hundred—Fifiy-dellars two thousand eight hundred dollars (includes $458 $300 beok allowance)
during the freshman year only. Half shall be awarded during the fall term and half during the
spring term (or its equivalent). The SC HOPE Scholarship in combination with all other gift aid,
including federal, State, private and institutional funds, shall not exceed the cost-of attendance as
defined in Title [V regulations for any academic ycar.

B. Eligible institutions shall provide an award notification to eligible students that will include the
book allowance and also contain the terms and conditions of the Scholarship. Institutions will
notify students of all adjustments in Scholarship funds that may result from an over award,
change in eligibility, change in the student’s residency, change in financial status or other matters.




C. The institution must retain annual paper or electronic documentation for each award to include
at a minimum:

(1) Award notification

{2) Institutional disbursement to student

(3) Student’s residency status

(4) Refund and repayment (if appropriate)

(5) Enrollment and curriculum requirements

(6) Affidavit documenting that the student has never been convicted of any felonies and/or any
second aleohol/drug related misdemeanor offenses within the past academic year as stated under
the “Student Eligibility” Section

(7) High school transcript(s} verifying high schoo! graduation or home school completion date
and cumulative grade point average

(8) Verification from institutional disability service provider of student’s disability and approval
of reduced course-load requirement (if appropriate}

(9) Military mobilization orders (if appropriate)

D. Any student who has attemptcd to obtain or obtained a SC HOPE Scholarship award through
means of willfully false statement or faiture to reveal any material fact, condition, or
circumstances affecting eligibility will be subject to applicable civil or criminal penalties,
including loss of the SC HOPE Scholarship.

E. Visually impaired, hearing impaired or multi-handicapped students who qualify for the SC
HOPE Scholarship may use the State Scholarship funds for the freshman year only to attend a
four-year out-of state institution that specializes in educating students with their impairment upon
receiving prior approval from the Commission on Higher Education. The Commission on Higher
Education shall make the final decision as to whether an out-of-state institution specializes in the
postsecondary education of visually impaired, hearing impaired or multi-handicapped students.

F. Tt is the institution's rcsponsibility to ensure that only eligible students receive the Scholarship.
62-900.130 Institutional Disbursements

A. The eligible institution will identify award amounts, which cannot exceed twe-thousand-six

two thousand cight hundred dollars (includes $350 $300 book allowance)
for students enrolled at four-year public and independent institutions for the freshman year of
attendance only. Half shall be disbursed during the fall term and half during the spring term (or
their equivalents), Scholarships cannot be disbursed during the summer or any interim sessions.
The SC HOPE Scholarship in combination with all other gift aid, including federal, State, private
and institutional funds, shall not exceed the cost-of-attendance as defined in Title [V regulations
for any academic year. '

B. After the last day to register for each term of the academic year, the institution will verify
enrollment of each recipient as a South Carolina resident who is a full-time, degree-seeking
student. The institution must submit a request for funds and/or a return of funds by the established
deadline each term. In addition, a listing of all eligible recipients by identification number with
award amounts for the term must be sent to the Commission on Higher Education by the
established deadline each term. At this time, any unused funds must be returned to the
Commission immediately.



C. The Commission will disburse awards to the cligible institutions to be placed in each eligible
student’s account.

D. Students must be enrolled full-time at an eligible institution at the time of Scholarship
disbursement. Students who are retroactively awarded must have been enrolled in a minimum of
twelve credit hours at the home institution at the time the Scholarship would have been disbursed
for that term.

62-900.135 Program Administration and Audits

A. The South Carolina Commission on Higher Education shall be responsible for the oversight of
functions (e.g., guidelines, policics, rules, regulations) relative to this program with participating
institutions. The Commission on Higher Education shall be responsible for the allocation of
funds, promulgation of guidelines and regulations governing the SC HOPE Scholarship Program,
any audits or other oversight as may be decmed necessary to monitor the expenditures of
Scholarship funds.

B. According to the Audit Policies and Procedures for Scholarship and Grant Programs Manual,
all cligible institutions that participate in the program must abide by program policies, rules or
regulations. Institutions also agree to maintain and provide all pertinent information, records,
reports or any information as may be required or requested by the Commission on Higher
Education or the General Assembly to ensure proper administration of the program.

C. The Chief Executive Officer at each participating institution shall identify to the Commission
on Higher Education a SC HOPE Scholarship institutional representative who is responsible for
the operation of the program on the campus and will serve as the contact person. The institutional
representative will act as the student’s fiscal agent to receive and deliver funds for use under the
program.

62-900.140 Suspension or Termination of Institutional Participation

A. The Commission may review institutional administrative practices to determine institutional
compliance with pertinent statutes, guidelines, rules or regulations. {f such a review determincs
that an institution has failed to comply with program guidelines, rules, or regulations, the
Commission may suspend, terminate, or place certain conditions upon the institution's continued
participation in the program and require reimbursement to the SC HOPE Scholarship Program for
any funds lost or improperly awarded.

B. Upon receipt of evidence that an institution has failed to comply with program rules,
regulations, or guidelines, the Commission on Higher Education shall notify the institution in
writing of the nature of such allegations and conduct an audit.

C. If an audit indicates that a violation or violations may have occurred or are occurring at any
public or independent college or university, the Commission on Higher Education shall secure
immediate reimbursement from the institution in the event that any funds were expended out of
compliance with the provisions of the Act, any relevant Statutes, pertinent rules, and regulations.
Fiscal Impact Statement: None

Statement of Rationale: Revisions to the SC HOPE Scholarship regulation were necessary Lo be

consistent with fepisiation approved during the 2007 legistative session,
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Agenda Item 6.03A-4

Document Number 2755
COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION
Chapter 62
Statutory Authority: 1976 Code Section 59-142-20

62-450 South Carolina Need-based Grants Program

Synopsis: Thc Commission on Higher Education proposes to amend and replace in its entirety
R.62-450 of the South Carolina Need-based Grants Program. The proposed amendments will clarify
the polictes and procedures for administering the Need-based Grants Program at the State’s public
colleges and universities. The proposed amendments include language that will allow summer
scrnester as part of the academic year. This inclusion will allow students to receive Need-bascd
Grant funding for summer semester. The inclusion of summer semester does not preclude Section
59-142-10 B.3, which stipulates that a student cligible for the nced-based grants may only receive the
grant for a maximum of four academic vears of two sciesters,
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62-450 Purpose of the South Carolina Need-based Grants Program

Pursuant to Act 458, South Carolina Children First: Resources for Scholarships and Tuition Act of
1996, of the 1995-1996 Appropriations Bill, the Commission on Higher Education shali promulgate
regulation and establish procedures to administer the South Carolina Need-based Grants Program.
The purpose of the South Carolina Need-based Grants Program is to provide additional financial aid
assistance to South Carolina's neediest students. The program will assist students who wish to attend
public or independent colleges or universities in the State.
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D. “Degree-seeking student” is defined as any part-time or full-time student enrolled in an eligible
program of study at an eligible institution.

E. “Eligible program” is defined as a program of study leading to: 1) the first baccalaureate degree
2) a program of study that is structured so as not to require a baccalaureate degree and leads to a
graduate degree; 3) first associate’s degree or two-year program that is acceptable for full credit
towards a bachelor’s degree; or 4) one-year program that leads to other recognized credentials (e.g.,
first diploma or first certificate). Study toward the first diploma or certificate may be followed by
study toward the first associate’s degree, which may be followed by transfer to the first baccalaureate
degree or a program of study that is structured so as not to require a baccalaureate degree and leads to
a graduate degree. Students who have already obtained a baccalaureate degree are not eligible fore
subsequent grant funds.

F. “Full-time student” shall mean a student who has matriculated into an eligible program of study,
and who enrolls in a minimum of twelve credit hours during the regular academic semester.

G. “Independent institutions” are those institutions eligible to participate in the South Carolina
Tuition Grants Program as defined in Chapter 113 of Title 59 of the 1976 Code, which stipulates that
"an independent institution of higher learning means any independent eleemosynary junior or senior
college in South Carolina whose major campus and headquarters are located within South Carolina
and which is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.”

H. “Need analysis” shall mean the process of analyzing the household and financial information on
the student’s financial aid application and calculating the amount the family can be expected to
contribute to the educational costs. For Federal Student Aid Programs, the need analysis system is
defined under Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965.

I. “Needy student” shall mean a post-secondary student enrolled in or accepted for enrollment in a
public institution who demonstrates to the institution the financial inability, either parental, familiai,
or personal, to bear the total cost-of-attendance for any regular academic semester. The determination
of need shall be made in accordance with Federal need analysis formulae and provisions.

J. An “offense” shall mean a violation of any law or rule in any state or Federal criminal justice
system.

K. "“One-year program” is defined as an undergraduate program of study leading to other
recognized educational credentials (e.g., certificates or diplomas that prepare students for gainful
employment in a recognized occupation} at a location approved by the U.S. Department of Education
for participation in Federally funded financial aid programs and is authorized by either the
Commission on Higher Education or the State Board for Technica! and Comprehensive Education.

L. “Part-time student” shall mean a student who has matriculated into an eligible program of study,
and who enrolls in a minimum of six credit hours and a maximum of eleven credit hours during the




during the regular academic semester.

M. “Program of study that is structured so as not to require a baccalaureate degree™ is 4 program of
study that is structured so as not to require a baccalaureate degree for acceptance into the program and
leads to a graduate degree, which will be the student’s first academic degree awarded, at a location
approved by the U.S. Department of Education for participation in Federally funded financial aid
programs. Students are eligible to receive the grant for a maximum of eight full-time equivalent
semesters as long as all other eligibility criteria are met. Students who have been awarded a
baccalaureate or graduate degree are not eligible for grant funding.

N. *“Public institutions” are those institutions as defined in Chapter 103 of Titie 59 of the 1976
Code, which stipulates that: “1) ‘public higher education' shall mean state-supported education in the
post-secondary field, including comprehensive and technical education; 2) 'public institution of higher
learning' shall mean any state-supported post-secondary educational institution and shall include
technical and comprehensive educational institutions."

0. “Remedial coursework” shall mean sub-collegiate level preparatory courses in English,
mathematics, and reading offered at the State’s technical colleges.

P. “Satisfactory academic progress” shall mean the minimum academic standard for academic
progress established by the public institution for the purpose of complying with Title 1V regulations
for Federal Student Aid Programs.

Q. “South Carolina resident” shall be defined as an individual who satisfies the requirements of
residency in accordance with the State of South Carolina Statute for Tuition and Fees, Statute 59-112-
10.

62-465 Student Eligibility
A. To be eligible for a Need-based Grant each academic year, the student must:

1. Be a "needy student” following the financial need analysis as established under Title IV
Regulations for determining eligibility for Federal Student Aid. The student must file the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) Form;

2. Be a U.S. citizen or a permanent resident that meets the definition of an eligible non-citizen
under State Residency Statute; '

3. Be a resident of the state of South Carolina for twelve consecutive months as defined in
Chapter 112 of Title 59 of the 1976 Code of Laws governing the determination of residency for
tuition and fee purposes;

4. Be enrolled or accepted for enrollment as a part-time or full-time degree-seeking student in
an eligible program of study at an eligible public institution in South Carolina. A student enrolled in
less than six credit hours during one semester may not receive a Need-based Grant for the semester in




in question but is eligible for reapplication for a grant upon return to part-time or full-time status;

5. Be enrolled and attending or have completed at the time of the grant disbursement in a
minimum of six credit hours if part-time for the semester or twelve credit hours if full-time for the
semester,

6. Certify that he/she has not been adjudicated delinquent or been convicted or pled guilty or
nolo contendere to any felonies or any second or subsequent alcohol or drug-related offenses under
the laws of this or any other state or under the laws of the United States in order to be eligible for a
South Carolina Need-based Grant, except that a high school or college student otherwise qualified
who has been adjudicated delinquent or has been convicted or pled guilty or nolo contendere to a
second or subsequent alcohol or drug-related misdemeanor offense nevertheless shall be eligible or
continue to be eligible for such grants after the expiration of one academic year from the date of the
adjudication, conviction, or plea; and be eligible for the need-based grants for a maximum of four
academic years of two semesters by submitting a signed affidavit each academic year to the
institution. However, a high school or college student who has been adjudicated delinquent,
convicted, or pled guilty or nolo contendere of a second or subsequent alcohol/drug related
misdemeanor offense is ineligible for the next academic year of enroliment at an eligible institution
after the date of the adjudication, conviction or plea. If the adjudication, conviction, or plea occurs
during the academic year after the student has already submitted a signed affidavit to the institution,
the student will be eligible to receive the Need-based Grant the remainder of the academic year,
However, the student will be ineligible for the Need-based Gant the following entire academic year of
enrollment, If a student completes a pretrail intervention program and has his/her record expunged the
conviction will not affect grant eligibility; and

7. Verify that he/she does not owe a refund or repayment on a State Grant, a Pell Grant, or a
Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant and is not in default on a loan under the Federal Perkins
Loan or Federal Stafford Loan Programs; and

8. Must reapply for the Need-based Grant each academic year and meet all eligibility
requirements annually.

B. Students enrolled part-time or full-time may not receive a Need-based Grant for more than a
maximum of eight full-time equivalent semesters. Students may only receive Need-based Grant
funding for up to two semesters of the academic year. Students who have already been awarded their
first baccalaureate degree are not eligible to receive a Need-based Grant.

C. Students enrolled in an eligible program of study as stated in the “Program Definitions” Section
may include remedial courses as part of the minimum number of required credit hours for part-time or
full-time status, as long as such courses carry credit hours and meet Title IV limitations on remedial
coursework.

D. Any false information provided by the student or any attempt to obtain or expend any Need-
based Grant for unlawful purposes or any purpose other than in payment or reimbursement for the
cost-of-attendance at the institation authorized to award the grant will be cause for immediate



cancellation of the Need-based Grant. Any student who has obtained a Need-based Grant through
means of a willfully false statement or failure to reveal any material fact, condition, or circumstances
affecting eligibility will be subject to applicable civil or criminal penalties, including loss of the Need-
based Grant.

62-470 Policies and Procedures for Awarding Need-based Grants

A. The Need-based Grants Program for the public institutions will be campus-administered. Grant
funds will supplement the student financial aid awards administered by the participating public
colleges and universities.

B. The participating institution will make awards in amounts to be defined in accordance with the
Need-based Grants Program regulation and criteria, but not to exceed $1,250 per eligible part-time
student and $2,500 per eligible full-time student per academic year, based on the institution’s allocated
funds for Need-based Grants and other financial aid awarded to individual applicants. However, the
Commission, due to inflation increases or other relevant factors. may penodlcally adjust the
maximuin award for the Need- bascd Grants Prog;ram Jalfo t dishy g

shdl] bc d| bbumed for two terms of the acadermc year, assuming continued eligibility.

C. Need-based Grants are to be used only towards payment for the cost-of-attendance as defined
by Title IV Regulations as modified by D below for the academic year for which the award is made at
the designated institution, The maximum amount awarded shall not exceed the cost-of-attendance as
defined in Title IV Regulations for any year.

D. Charges for room and board are 1o be limited as follows:

1. Room charges shall not exceed the average cost of on-campus residential housing; and
2. Board charges shall not exceed the cost of the least expensive on-campus meal plan, which
inciudes 21 meals per week.

E. In determining the amount awarded for the Need-based Grant, all other sources of gift aid,
including Federal, State, private and institutional funds, must be applied to the total cost-of-
attendance in accordance with Title IV Regulations before calculating the unmet need and awarding
the grant. The Need-based Grant shall be awarded only after all other sources of gift aid have been
exhausted. Adjustments to the financial aid package will be made to the Need-based Grant in
accordance with prescribed Title IV Regulations in order to prevent an over-award.

F. Institutions must give first priority and award the maximum allowable Need-based Grant
($2,500 if full-time or $1,250 if part-time) to students who are in the custody of the South Carolina
Department of Social Services (DSS). However, institutions should not award the maximum amount
if, by doing so, this causes the student to exceed the unmet need according to Title IV Regulations.
Students who may be eligible under this provision are responsible for contacting the institution and
providing official verification to the institution that he/she is in custody of DSS. Acceptable
verification shall inciude a letter from DSS.




G. Participating institutions will notify students of their Need-based Grant along with the terms
and conditions of the award.

H. Annual atlocations of funds to the public institutions will be based on each institution's
percentage of the State’s total enrollment of South Carolina resident undergraduate full-time degree-
seeking headcount enrollment. The percentage will be based on the previous year's total as
determined by the Commission on Higher Education. Unused funds, which cannot be awarded by an
institution, must be returned to the Commission on Higher Education, which may redirect the funds to
institutions where unmet need exists.

I. The institution must retain annual paper or electronic documentation for each award to include
at a minimum:

1. Need analysis

2. Affidavit documenting that the student has never been convicted of any felonies or any
second or subsequent alcohol or drug related misdemeanor offenses as stated under “Student
Eligibility” and “Duration of Award and Continued Eligibility” Sections

Award notification

Institutional disbursement to student

Refund or repayment (if appropriate)

Satisfactory academic progress

Student’s residency status

Enrollment and curriculum requirements

. Student’s disability (if appropriate)

10 Student is in custody of DSS (if appropnate)

11. Student award based upon approval of institutional appeal (if appropriate)

R R R

J. It is the institution's responsibility to ensure that only eligible students receive a Need-based
Grant.

62-475 Duration of Award and Continued Eligibility
A. Need-based Grants shall be awarded for up to two terms each academic year. The institution

shall adjust the amount of the grant award during the academic year in the event of a change in the
student's eligibility.

B. Need-based Grants may be awarded annually for no more than a total of eight full-time
equivalent semesters of part-time or full-time study and ooly for up to two terms of each academic
vear. Award decisions will be made annually and are not automatically guaranteed. Students who
have already been awarded their first baccalaureate degree are not eligible to receive a Need- based
Grant.

C. Students must reapply each academic year for a Need-based Grant in accord with these
guidelines and other pertinent statutes and regulations and with application timeliness and procedures




procedures stipulated by the participating institution. Students applying for a Need-based Grant must
complete a FAFSA Form and be a needy student. The student must also compiete any supplemental
forms that may be required by the institution.

D. The institution shall be responsible for securing institutional certification of each recipient’s
cumulative grade point average, credit hours attempted and earned, and satisfactory academic
progress for purposes of determining eligibility for award renewal.

E. For continued eligibility, the student is required to:

1. For graduation purposes, earn at least 24 credit hours each regular academic year if awarded a
Need-based Grant as a full-time student or earn at least twelve credit hours each-regular-academie
year if awarded a Need-based Grant as a part-time student. If a student is awarded a Need-based
Grant for one semester of the academic year as a part-time student and the other semester as a full-
time student, the student must earn at least eighteen credit hours each regular academic year. If a (ull-
time student is awarded a Need-based Grant for only one semester of the academic year, the student
must earn at least twelve credit hours by the end of the term academic year, A part-time student who
is awarded a Need-based Grant for only one-term semester must earn at lea,st six credit hours by the
end of the tesrn ucademic year. each-regularacadem :

semesters (1 e., mtenm winterim, m&yme&ter— SUFREReE OF other non-regular semester) cannot be used
to replace or reduce the minimum credit hour requirement for the regular academic year; and

2. Earn at least a cumulative 2.0 grade point average on a 4.0 scale for graduation purposes by
the end of each regular academic year.

F. Students wishing to appeal any grant award decision must submit a writien request to the
institution's Director of Financial Aid. This request will be handled in accordance with the
institution's financiat aid appeal procedures. The institution's decision on appeals shall be final.

62-480 Students with Disabilities

A. Students who qualify under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 must meet all eligibility requirements as defined in “Student Eligibility”
Section except for a student who is approved by the Disability Services Provider to be enrolled in less
than part-time status is eligible to receive grant funding. Students must comply with all institutional
policies and procedures in accordance with ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

B. For renewal, students who qualify under ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973 must meet all renewal requirements as defined in “Duration of Award and Continued
Eligibility” Section except for a student not meeting the annual credit hour requirement who is
approved by the Disability Services Provider to be enrolled in less than part-time status for that




academic year. Students must earn the required number of hours approved by the institutional
Disability Services Provider each academic year for grant renewal and eamn a minimum 2.0
cumulative grade point average on a 4.0 scale by the end of the academic year. Students must cormply
with all institutional policies and procedures in accordance with ADA and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

C. The institutional Disability Services Provider must provide written documentation to the Office
of Financial Aid each academic year verifying that the student is approved to be enrolled in less than
part-time status,

D. Students who qualify under ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 are
eligible to receive up to the maximum number of available semesters and available funds.

62-485 Enrollment in Internships, Cooperative Work Programs, Travel Study Programs, or National
or International Student Exchange Programs

A. Students enrolled in an internship, cooperative work program, travel study program, or
National or International Student Exchange Program approved by the student’s home institution, and
enrolled in fewer than six credit hours, shall not be eligible to receive a Need-based Grant during the
period in which the student is enrolled in such programs or courses. Students enrolled in such
programs may receive a Need-based Grant for up to two terms of the academic year dusthga

subsequent-fall-or springsemester if determined to be eligible.

B. Students enrolled in internships, cooperative work programs, travel study programs, or National
or International Student Exchange Programs that are approved by the home institution and that the
home institution accepts as at least part-time transfer credit (minimum of six credit hours) are eligible
to receive Need-based Grant funds during the period in which the student is enrolled in such
programs. Students will be required to meet the continued eligibility requirements.

C. Eligible students may use the appropriated portion of the Need-based Grant funds for
internships, cooperative work programs, travel study programs, or National or International Student
Exchange Programs that are approved by the home institution and that the home institution accepts as
at least part-time transfer credit (minimum of six credit hours). Need-based Grant funds must be paid
directly to the student’s account at the home institution. The amount awarded cannot exceed the cost-
of-attendance at the home institution or the cost-of-attendance at the host institution, whichever is
less. The Commission on Higher Education will not transfer grant funds to the institutions where
students will participate in internships, cooperative work programs, travel study programs, or National
or International Student Exchange Programs. The institution is responsible for grant funds according
to the “Program Administration and Audits™ Section.

D. The home institution will be responsible for securing official certification of the student's
cumulative grade point average, credit hours earned, and satisfactory academic progress for the
purposes of determining eligibility for grant renewal for the next academic year.



62-490 Institutional Disbursement of Need-based Grants

A. The participating institution will identify award amounts, which cannot exceed $1,250 per
ellglble part tlme student and $2 500 per ehglble fuli-time btudent pcr academlc year Half-of-the

a&su;mng—een&m&eéekgibfmy A Mmaxunumn of ﬁﬂy perum UI |.h(. prant “shd“ bL dlsbmaad tur up to up

to two terms of the academic year. The maximum amount, which may be received by a recipient for
eight full-time equivalent semesters, shall be $10,000 for students seeking their first baccalaureate
degree or a program of study that is structured so as not to require a baccalaureate degree and leads to
a graduate degree, $5,000 for students seeking their first associate’s degree, and $2,500 for students
seeking their first one-year certificate or diploma. Students who have obtained an associate’s degree
initially are eligible to apply for a Need-based Grant upon enrollment in their first baccalaureate
degree or a program of study that is structured so as not to require a baccalaureate degree. Students
who have obtained a recognized educational credential in a one-year program initially are eligible for
application for a Need-based Grant upon enrollment in their first associate’s degree, first
baccalaureate degree, or a program of study that is structured so as not to require a baccalaureate
degree and leads to a graduate degree.

B. A Need-based Grant may not be applied to a second baccalaureate degree or to graduate
coursework, unless the graduate coursework is required as part of a program of study that is structured
so as not to require a baccalaureate degree as defined in the “Program Definitions” Section.

C. The institution shall provide an award notification each academic year to Need-based Grant
recipients, which will contain the terms and conditions of the grant and other financial aid awarded.
Students will be notified of adjustments in financial aid due to changes in eligibility and/or over-
award issues. The Commission on Higher Education, for documentation purposes, requires that each
institution obtain verification of acceptance of the Need-based Grant and terms for the award.

D. After the last day to register for each semester of the academic year, the institution will verify
enrollment of each recipient as a South Carolina resident that is a part-time or full-time degree-
seeking student. According to the Scholarship and Grant Programs Policies and Procedures Manual, a
listing of eligible recipients by social security number with the award amounts for the semester will be
sent to the Commission on Higher Education with the institution's request for funds. A year-end
reconciliation report will be submitted to the Commission on Higher Education prior to June 39 43*
30", Any unused funds shall be refunded to the Commission on Higher Education no later than June
39* 45" 30" of each fiscal year.

62-495 Refunds and Repayments
A. In the event a student who has been awarded a Need-based Grant withdraws, is suspended from
the institution, or drops below part-time (six credit hours) or full-time (twelve credit hours) status

during any regular semester of the academic year, institutions must reimburse the Need-based Grants
Program for the amount of the grant for the semester in question pursuant to refund policies of the
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of the institution. Collection is the responsibility of the institution.

B. The institution may redistribute such funds to other eligible students in accordance with the
guidelines, or if such funds cannot be redistributed within the academic year, the institution shail
return the refund amount to the Commission on Higher Education for redistribution to other
institutions.

C. In the event a student withdraws or drops below part-time or fuil-time status after the
institution’s refund period and therefore must pay tuition and fees for part-time or full-time
enrollment, the award may be retained by the student pursuant to the refund policies of the institution.

62-500 Program Administration and Audits

A. The South Carolina Commission on Higher Education will coordinate the oversight of
functions (e.g., guidelines, policies, rules, regulations) relative to this program with eligible
institutions. The Commission on Higher Education shall be responsible for the allocation of funds,
promulgation of the regulation and rules, any audits, or other statewide oversight of the Need-based
Grants Program as deemed necessary to monitor the expenditure of grant funds.

B. According to the Audit Policies and Procedures for Scholarship and Grant Programs Manual,
all eligible institutions that participate in the program must abide by program policies, rules or
regulations. Institutions also agree to maintain and provide all pertinent information, records, reports,
or any information as may be required or requested by the Commission on Higher Education or the
General Assembly to ensure proper administration of the program.

D. Participating institutions are authorized to establish additional guidelines, rules, and regulations
for awarding the grants consistent with the South Carolina Need-based Grants Program Regulation
contained herein.

E. The Chief Executive Officer at each participating institution shall identify to the Commission
on Higher Education a Need-based Grant institutional representative who is responsible for the
operation of the program on the campus and will serve as the contact person for the program. The
institutional representative will act as the student fiscal agent to receive and deliver funds for use
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under the program.
62-505 Suspension or Termination of Institutional Participation

A. The Commission may review institutional administrative practices to determine institutional
compliance with pertinent statutes, guidelines, rules or regulations. H such a review determines that
an institution has failed to comply with program statutes, guidelines, rules or regulations, the
Commission may suspend, terminate, or place certain conditions upon the institution’s continued
participation in the program and require reimbursement to the State Need-based Grants Program for
any funds lost or improperly awarded.

B. Upon receipt of evidence that an institution has failed to comply, the Commission on Higher

Education shall notify the institution in writing of the nature of such allegations and conduct an audit.

C. If an audit indicaies that a violation or violations may have occurred or are cccurnng at any
public or independent college or university, the Commission on Higher Education shall secure
immediate reimbursement from the institution in the event that any funds were expended out of
compliance with the provisions of the Act, any relevant statutes, guidelines, rules, and regulations.
Fiscal Impact Statement: There will be no increased costs to the State or its political subdivisions.
Statement of Rationale:

Revisions to the §.C. Need-based Grant regulation were necessary to be consistent with legislation
approved during the 2007 legislative session.
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Agenda Ttem 6.03A-5
Document No. 2844

SOUTH CAROLINA COMMISSION ON HICHER EDUCATION
CHAPTER 62
Statutory Authority: 1976 Code Sections 59-112-10 through 59-112-100

Synopsis:

The Commission on Higher Education propescs 1o amend and replace in ts entirety R.62-600 of the SC
Residency Program. Revisions to the existing regulation for the SC Residency Regulation are being
considered to clarity the policics and procedures for administering the program. In the proposed
amendment, the definition of a dependent is clarified and the use of voter registratton cards to prove SC
residency will be prohibited, In addition, inastitutional residency officers will be allowed to develop an
appeal process for students to challenge institutional residency decisions. There are also additional
clarifications being proposed, such as adding definitions and menor grammatical changes to promote
consistency among the State institutions and their residency classification processes.

62-600. DETERMINATION OF RATES OF TUITION AND FEES
Table of Contents:

62-600. Rates of Tuition and Fees.

62-601. Code of Laws Governing Residence.

62-602. Definitions.

62-603. Citizens and Permanent Residents.

62-604. Non-Resident Aliens, Non- Citizens, and Non-Permanent Residents.
62-605. Establishing the Requisite Intent to Become a South Carolina Domiciliary.
62-606. Maintaining Residence.

62-607. Effect of Change of Residency.

62-608. Effect of Marriage.

62-609. Exceptions.

62-610. Application for Change of Resident Status.

62-611. Incorrect Classification.

62-612. Inquiries and Appeals.

62-600. Rates of Tuition and Fees.

A. Resident classification is an essential part of tuition and fee determination, admission regulations,
scholarship eligibility, and other relevant policies of the state. It is important that institutions have fair and
equitable regulations that can be administered consistently and are sensitive to the interests of both
students and the state. The Commission on Higher Education hereby establishes regulations for the
Statute Governing Residency for Tuition and Fee Purposes to be applied consistently by all South
Carolina institutions of higher education. These regulations do not address residency matters relating to in
county categories used within the State’s technical colleges.

B. Institutions of higher education are required by the Statute to determine the residence classification
of applicants. The initial determination of one’s resident status is made at the time of admission. The
determination made at that time, and any determination made thereafler, prevails for each subsequent




semester until information becomes available that would impact the existing residency status and the
determination is successfully challenged. The burden of proof rests with the students to show cvidence as
deemed necessary to establish and maintain their residency status.

62-601. Code of Laws Governing Residence.

A. Rules regarding the establishment of legal residence for tuition and fee purposes for institutions of
higher education are governed by Title 59, Chapter 112 of the 1976 South Carolina Code of Laws, as
amended.

62-602. Definitions.
A. “Academic Session” is defined as a term or semester of enroliment. (62-607.B)

B. *“Continue to be Enrolled” is defined as continuous enrollment without an interruption that would
require the student to pursue a formal process of readmission to that institution. Formal petitions or
applications for change of degree level shall be considered readmissions. (62-607.A)

C. “Dependent Person” is defined as one whose predominant source of income or support is from
payments from a parent, spouse, or guardian, who claims the Jdependent person on his/her federal tneome
tax return. In the case of those individuals who are suppored by family members who do not earn enough
reportable income for taxation purposes. a dependent person can be defined as one ard who qualifies as a
dependent or exemption on the federal income tax return of the parent, spouse, or guardian. A dependent
person is also one for whom payments are made, under court order, for child support and the cost of the
dependent person’s college education. A dependent person’s residency is based upon the residency of the
person upon whom they are dependent. (62-602.G) (62-602.N} (62-603.B) (62-605.C) (62-607.A)

D. “Domicile” is defined as the true, fixed, principal residence and place of habitation. It shall indicate
the place where a person intends to remain, or to where one expects to return upon leaving without
establishing a new domicile in another state. For purposes of this section, one may have only one legal
domicile. One is presumed to abandon automatically an old domicile upon establishing a new one.
Housing provided on an academic session basis for student at institutions shall be presumed not to be a
place of principal residence, as residency in such housing is by its nature temporary. (62-602.E) (62-
602 K) (62-602.M) (62-602.N) (62-603.A) (62.603.B) (62-605.B) (62-605.C) (62-607.A) (62-607.B) (62-
608.A) (62-608.C) (62-608.D) (62-609.A.3) (62-609.A.4)

E. “Family’s Domicile in this State is Terminated™ is defined as an cmployer directed transfer of the
person upon whom the student is dependent and is not construed to mean a voluntary change in domicile.
Also included is a relocation of the person upon whom the student is dependent who is laid off through no
fault of their own, e.g., plant closure, downsizing, etc., who accepts employment in another state prior to
relocating. (62-607.A) :

F. “Full time employment” is defined as employment that consists of at least thirty seven and one half
hours a week on a single job in a full time status, However, a person who works less than thirty seven
and one half hours a week but receives or is entitled to receive full time employee benefits shall be
considered to be employed full time if such status is verified by the employer. A person who meets the
eligibility requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act must present acceptable evidence that they
satisfy their prescribed employment specifications in order to qualify as having full time employment.
(62-605.C.1) (62-609.A.2) (62-609.A.3)




G. "“Guardian” is defined as one legally responsible for the care and management of the person or
property of a minor child based upon the five tests for dependency prescribed by the Internal Revenue
Service; provided, however, that where circumstances indicate that such guardianship or custodianship
was created primarily for the purpose of conferring South Carolina domicile for tuition and fee purposes
on such child or dependent person, it shall not be given such effect. (62-602.C) (62-602.E) (62-602.1)
{62-602.M) (62-603.B) (62-605.C) -

H. “Immediately Prior” is defined as the period of time between the offer of admission and the first day
of class of the term for which the offer was made, not to exceed one calendar year. (62-607.A)

[.  “Independent Person™ is defined as one in his’her majority (eighteen years of age or older) or an
emancipated minor, whose predominant source of income is his/her own eamnings or income from
employment, investments, or payments from trusts, grants, scholarships, commercial loans, or payments
made in accordance with court order. An independent person must provide more than half of his or her
support during the twelve months immediately prior to the date that classes begin for the semester for
which resident status is requested. An independent person must have established his/her own domicile
for twelve months prior to receiving instate tuttion and fees. An independent person cannot be claimed as
a dependent or exemption on the federal tax return of his or her parent, spouse, or guardian for the year in
which resident status is requested. (62-602.N) (62-603.A) (62-605.C) (62-607.B) (62-608.B)

J.  “Minor” is defined as a person who has not attained the age of eighteen years. An “emancipated
minor” shall mean a minor whose parents have entirely surrendered the right to the care, custody and
earnings of such minor and are no longer under any legal obligation to support or maintain such minor.
(62-602.G)

K. *“Nen resident Alien” is defined as a person who is not a citizen or permanent resident of the United
States. By virtue of their non resident status “non resident aliens” generally do not have the capacity to
establish domicile in South Carolina. (62-602.M) (62-604 .A)

L. “Parent” is defined as the father, mother, stepfather, stepmother, foster parent or parent of a legally
adopted child. (62-602.C) (62-602.E) (62-602.I) (62-602.J) (62-602.M) (62-603.B) (62-603.C) (62-
605.C)

M. “Reside” is defined as continuous and permanent physical presence within the State, provided that
absences for short periods of time shall not affect the establishment of residence. Excluded are absences
associated with requirements to complete a degree, absences for military fraining service, and like
absences, provided South Carolina domicile is maintained. (62-603.A) (62-606.B) (62-609.A) (62-
609.A.3) (62-609.A.4) (62-609.B)

N. "Resident” for tuition and fee purposes is defined as an independent person who has abandoned all
prior domiciles and has been domiciled in South Carolina continuously for at least twelve months
immediately preceding the first day of class of the term for which resident classification is sought and for
whom there is an absence of domiciliary evidence in other states or countries, not withstanding other
provisions of the Statute. (62-600.A) (62-600.B) (62-602.1) (62-602.K) (62-602.M) (62-603.A) (62-
603.B) (62-603.C) (62-604.A) (62-605.A) (62-605.C) (62-605.C.7) (62-606.A) (62-606.A.5) (62-606.B)
(62-607.A) (62-608.B) (62-609.A.3) (62-610.A) (62-610.B) (62-611.A) (62-611.B)

0. “Spouse” is defined as the husband or wife of a married person in accordance with Title 20, Chapter
1 of the 1976 South Carolina Code of Laws, as amended. (62-602.C) (62-602.E) (62-602.I) (62-602.M)
(62-603.B) (62-605.C)




P. *“Temporary Absence” is defined as a break in enrollment during a fall or spring semester (or its
equivalent) during which a student is not registered for class. (62-606.A)

Q. “Terminal Leave” is defined as a transition period following active employment and immediately
preceding retirement (with a pension or annuity), during which the individual may use accumulated leave.
(62-609.A.4)

R. “United States Armed Forces” is defined as the United States Air Force, Army, Marine Corps, Navy,
and Coast Guard. (62-606.B) (62-609.A(1))

S. “Trust” is defined as 4 Iegad entity created by a grantor for the benefit of designated beneficiaries under
the laws of the state and the valid trust instrument. However, that where circumstances indicate that such
trust was created primarily for the purpose of conferring South Carolina domicile for tuition and fee
purposes on such chitd or independent person, it shall not be given such effect.

62-603. Citizens and Permanent Residents.

A. Independent persons who have physically resided and been domiciled in South Carolina for twelve
continuous months immediately preceding the date the classes begin for the semester for which resident
status is claimed may qualify to pay in state tuition and fees. The twelve month residency period starts
when the independent person establishes the intent to become a South Carolina resident per Section 62-
605 entitled “Establishing the Requisite Intent to Become a South Carolina Domiciliary.” Absences from
the State during the twelve month period may affect the establishment of permanent residence for tuition
and fee purposes.

B. The resident status of a dependent person is based on the resident status of the person who provides
more than half of the dependent person’s support and claims or qualifies to claim the dependent person as
a dependent for federal income tax purposes. Thus, the residence and domicile of a dependent person
shall be presumed to be that of their parent, spouse, or guardian.

C. In the case of divorced or separated parents, the resident status of the dependent person may be based
on the resident status of the parent who claims the dependent person as a dependent for tax purposes; or
based on the resident status of the parent who has legal custody or legal joint custody of the dependent
person; or based on the resident status of the person who makes payments under a court order for child
support and at least the cost of his/her college tuition and fees.

62-604. Non Resident Aliens, Non Citizens, and Non Permanent Residents.

A. Except as otherwisc specified in this section or as provided in Section 62-609 (1) & (2), independent
non citizens and non permanent residents of the United States will be assessed tuition and fees at the non
resident, out of state rate. Independent non resident aliens, including refugees, asylees, and parolees may
be entitled to resident, in state classification once they have been awarded permanent resident status by
the U.S. Department of Justice and meet all the statutory residency requirements provided that all other
domiciliary requirements are met. Time spent living in South Carolina immediately prior to the awarding
of permanent resident status does not count toward the twelve month residency period. Certain non
resident aliens present in the United States in specified visa classifications are eligible to receive in state
residency status for tuition and fee purposes as prescribed by the Commission on Higher Education. They
are not, however, eligible to receive state sponsored tuition assistance/scholarships.




B. Title 8 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) serves as the primary resource for defining visa
categories.

62-605. Establishing the Requisite Intent to Become a South Carolina Domiciliary.

A. Resident status may not be acquired by an applicant or student while residing in South Carolina for
the sole purpose of enrollment in an institution or for access to state supported programs designed to serve
South Carolina residents.

B. If a person asserts that his/her domicile has been established in this State, the individual has the
burden of proof. Such persons should provide to the designated residency official of the institution to
which they are applying any and all evidence the person belicves satisfies the burden of proof. The
residency official will consider any and all evidence provided concerning such claim of domicile, but will
not necessarily regard any single item of evidence as conclusive evidence that domicile has been
cstablished.

C. For independent persons or the parent, spouse, or guardian of dependent persons, examples of intent
to become a South Carolina resident may include, although any single indicator may not be conclusive,
the following indicia:

1. Statement of full time employment;

2. Pessession-of-a-vahd South Carolinavoter registratencurd:

2. Designating South Carolina as state of legal residence on military record;

}. Possession of a valid South Carolina driver’s license, or if a non driver, a South Carolina
identification card. Failure to obtain this within 90 days of the establishment of the intent to become a
South Carolina resident will delay the beginning date of residency cligibility;

4. Possession of a valid South Carolina vehicle registration card. Failure to obtain this within 45
days of the cstablishment of the intent to become a South Carolina resident will delay the beginning date
of residency eligibility;

5. Maintenance of domicile in South Carolina;

6. Paying South Carolina income taxes as a resident during the past tax year, including income
earned outside of South Carolina from the date South Carolina domicile was claimed;

7. Ownership of principal residence in South Carolina; and

8. Licensing for professional practice (if applicable) in South Carolina.

D. The abscnee of indicia in other states or countries is required before the student is eligible to pay in
state rates.

62-606. Maintaining Residence.

A. A person’s temporary absence from the State does not necessarily constitute loss of South Carolina
residence unless the person has acted inconsistently with the claim of continued South Carolina residence
during the person’s absence from the State. The burden is on the person to show retention of South
Carolina residence during the person’s absence from the State. Steps a person should take to retain South
Carolina resident status for tuition and fee purposes include:

1. Continuing to use a South Carolina permanent address on all records;

2. Retaining-South-Careline-voter’s-status;

2. 3. Maintaining South Carolina driver’s license;

3. 4 Maintaining South Carolina vehicle registration;

4. 3. Satisfying South Carolina resident income tax obligation. Individuals claiming permanent
residence in South Carolina are liable for payment of income taxcs on their total income from the date
that they established South Carolina residence. This includes income eamed in another state or country.




B. Active duty members of the United States Armed Forces and their dependents are eligible to pay in
state tuition and fees as long as they continuously claim South Carclina as their state of legal residence
during their military service. Documentation will be required in all cases to support this claim. South
Carolina residents who change their state of legal residence while in the military lose their South Carolina
restdent status for tuition and fee purposes.

62-607. Effect of Change of Residency.

A. Notwithstanding other provisions of this section, any dependent person of a lcgal resident of this
statc who has becn domiciled with his/her family in South Carolina for a period of not less than three
years and whose family’s domicile in this state is terminated immediately prior to his/her enrollment may
enroll at the in state rate. Any dependent person of a legal resident of this statc who has been domiciled
with hisiher family in South Carolina for a period of not less than three years und whose family’s
domicile in this state s terminagted affer hissher enrolbment may continue to reeeive 1 slate oles,
howcver, a student must continue to be enrolled and registered for classes (excluding summers) in order
to maintain eligibility to pay in state rates in subsequent semesters. Transfers within or between South
Carolina colleges and universities of a student seeking a certificate, diploma, associate, baccalaureate, or
graduate level degree does not constitute a break in enrollment.

B. If a dependent or independent person has been domiciled in Scuth Carolina for less than three years,
eligibility for in state rates shall end on the last day of the academic session during which domicile is lost.
Application of this provision shall be at the discretion of the institution involved. However, a student
must continue to be enrolled and registered for classes (excluding summers) in order to maintain
eligibility to pay in state rates in subsequent semesters.

62-608. Effect of Marriage.

A. In ascertaining domicile of a married person, irrespective of gender, such a review shall be
determined just as for an unmarried person by reference to all relevant evidence of domiciliary intent.

B. If a non resident marries a South Carolina resident, the non resident does not automatically acquire
South Carolina resident status. The non resident may acquire South Carolina resident status if the South
Carolina resident is an independent person and the non resident is a dependent of the South Carolina
resident.

C. Marriage to a person domiciled outside South Carolina shall not be solely the reason for preciuding a
person from establishing or maintaining domicile in South Carolina and subsequently becoming eligible
or continuing to be eligible for residency.

D. No person shall be deemed solely by reason of marriage to a person domiciled in South Carclina to
have established or maintained domicile in South Carolina and consequently to be eligible for or to retain
eligibility for South Carolina residency.

62-609. Exceptions.

A. Persons in the following categories qualify to pay in state tuition and fees without having to establish
a permanent home in the state for twelve months. Persons who qualify under any of these categories must
meet the conditions of the specific category on or before the first day of class of the term for which
payment of in state tuition and fees is requested. The tollowing categories apply only (o in state tuition
and do not apply to State supported scholurships and grants. Individuals who quaiify tor in state tuition




and fees under the following exceptions do not automatically gualify for LIFE, SC 1IOPE or Palmetto
Fellows Scholarships.

1. “Military Personnel and their Dependents”™; Members of the United States Armed Forces who are
permanently assigned in South Carolina on active duty and their dependents are eligible to pay in state
tuition and fees. When such personnel are transferred from the State, their dependents may continue to
pay in state tuition and fees for-an-additional-twelve-menths as long as they arc continuousty enrolled.,
Such persons (and their dependents) may also be eligible to pay in state tuition and fees as long as they
are continuously cnrolled for-a-period-ofwelve-meonths after their discharge from the military, provided
they have demonstrated an intent to establish a permanent home in South Carolina and they have resided
in South Carolina for a period of at least twelve months immediately preceding their discharge. Military
personnel who are not stationed in South Carolina and/or former military personnel who intend to
establish South Carolina residency must fulfill the twelve month “physical presence” requirement for
them or their dependents to qualify to pay in state tuition and fees.

2. “Faculty and Administrative Employees with Full Time Employment and their Dependents™; Full
time faculty and administrative cmployees of South Carolina state supported colleges and universities and
their dependents are eligible to pay in state tuition and fees.

3. *Residents with Full Time Employment and their Dependents:” Persons who reside, are
domiciled, and are full time cmployed in the State and who continue to work full time until they meet the
twelve month requirement and their dependents are cligible to pay in state tuition and fees, provided that
they have taken steps to establish a permanent home in the State. Steps an independent person must take
to establish residency in South Carolina are listed in Section 62-605 entitled (“Establishing the Requisite
Intent to Become a South Carolina Domiciliary™).

4, “Retired Persons and their Dependents:” Retired persons who are receiving a pension or annuity
who reside in South Carolina and have been domiciled in South Carolina as prescribed in the Statute for
less than a year may be cligible for in state rates if they maintain residence and domicile in this State.
Persons on terminal leave who have established residency in South Carolina may be eligible for in state
rates even if domiciled in the State for less than one year if they present documentary evidence from their
employer showing they are on terminal leave. The evidence should show beginning and ending dates for
the terminal leave period and that the person will receive a pension or annuity when he/she retires,

B. South Carolina residents who wish to participate in the Contract for Services program sponsored by
the Southem Regional Education Board must have continuously resided in the State for other than
educational purposes for at lcast two years immediately preceding application for consideration and must
meet all other residency requirements during this two year period.

62-610. Application for Change of Resident Status.
A. Persons applying for a change of resident classification must complete a residency
application/petition and provide supporting documentation prior to a reclassification deadline as

established by the institution.

B. The burden of proof rests with those persons applying for a change of resident classification who
must show required evidence to document the change in rcsident status.

62-611. Incorrect classification.



A. Persons incorrectly classified as residents are subject to reclassification and to payment of all non
resident tuition and fees not paid. If incorrect classification results from false or concealed facts, such
persons may be charged tuition and fees past due and unpaid at the out of state rate. The violator may also
be subject to administrative, civil, and financial penalties. Until these charges arc paid, such persons will
not be allowed to receive transcripts or graduate from a South Carolina institution.

B. Residents whose resident status changes are responsible for notifying the Residency Official of the
institution attended of such changes.

62-612. Inquiries and Appeals.

A. Inquiries regarding residency requircments and determinations should be directed to the institutional
residency official.

B. FEach institution will develop an appeals process to accommodate persons wishing to appeal
residency determinations made by the institution’s residency official. Each mnstitutions appeal process
should be directed by that institulions primary residency officer, in conjunction with those individuals
who practice the application of State residency regulations on a daily basis. The professional judgment of
the residency uificer and administrators will constitute the institutional appeal process. Neither the
primary residency official nor appellate official(s) may waive the provisions of the Statute or regulation
goveming residency for tuition and fee purposes.

Fiscal Impact Statement:

There will be no additional cost to the State or to the public or private colleges and universities of
South Carolina associated with administering this revised regulation.

Statement of Rationale:
This regulation is being promulgated to provide procedures for the institutions in determining who meets

the eligibility critcria to pay in-state tuition and fees and cligibility for state-supported tuition assistance
or scholarship programs.
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