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Whatthe
newethics
lawswill
and won't
do forour
state
SEN. WESHAYEShad

two requests for hiscol­
leagues on Wednesday:
Be kindand courteous to

the candidate whohad defeated
him inthe Republican primary
less than24 hoursearlier,and
pass two ethicsbillsthat would
come upfor a vote that night.
Ethics reform hasnobetter

friend at theState Housethan
Mr.Hayes, yet hewas oneof
three senators targeted for de­
feat last weekby agovernor
who claimed ethicsreform was
one ofher toppriorities. So he
made apoint of sayinghe was
not asking for avictory for the
governor. "I'm notparticularly
concerned about that,"the York
County Republicansaid."But
I'm asking to dowhat'sright.
Weneed topass ethicsreform.
If youwant todosomethingfor
me,tosend meouton agood
note, justpass the ethicsreform.
It'sthe right thing todo."
Six hourslater,the Senate

votedunanimously topass bills
allowingan independent body
toinvestigate legislators' com­
pliance withthe ethicslaw and
requiringpublic officials totell
us wherethey get their income.
Itwasall testament toSen.

Hayes'integrity, the esteemin
whichhis colleagues holdhim
and, unfortunately,how much
ethicsreform hadbeen watered
downover the four years it has

beenclaimed as apriority by
Gov. NikkiHaley, manystate
senators andmost Housemem­
bers.
Althoughthey allow theState

EthicsCommission toinvesti­
gate legislators' compliance
withthe ethics law, thebills the
Legislature passedon
Wednesday don't givethose
investigators any extratools ­
or resources ­ todoso. Nordo
they increase penalties inaway
that would serve asastronger
deterrent againstwrongdoing.
They don't improve ourcam­

paign­finance law. Theflaws in
that law arelegion, but the big­
gest one involveswhat'scalled
dark money: As long asindivid­
uals and organizations actinde­
pendently of thecandidates,
they can spend unlimited
amounts ofmoney toinfluence
our votes without tellingus
where they get themoney or
how they'respending it.
The Legislature never serious­

ly considered requiring officials
toreport theamountof income
they receive from non­govern­
mental sources, even inbroad
ranges. Weneedthis sortof
information tohelp us recognize
when public officials mightput
their personal interests ahead of
the public interest,and knowing
the sources of incomegoes a
long waytoward accomplishing
that goal. Butof course it would

bebetter toknowthe amountas
well.
The House triedtomake

public officialsreport the
amount ofincome theyreceive
from lobbyists andbusinesses
and organizations that hirelob­
byists, but theSenate absolutely
refused. (Somereadaprovision
incurrent law asrequiring offi­
cialsto reportsome typesof
income fromlobbyists andlob­
byists' employers,but the law
does notclearly requirethat.)
One reformadvocate worries
that the intensity ofopposition
suggests there's alothere that
we needtoknow about the
money somesenators are re­
ceiving fromthe peoplein the
business ofinfluencing their
vote. I suspectshe's right about
that.
But theclaims that the bills

are meaningless­which we
heard fromsenators who fought
tomake sure they weren't any
more meaningful­are notjust
hypocritical; they'reabsurd.In
fact, the billsgive voterstwo
significant reasonsto have more
trust inour government.
Under current law, public

officialshave toreport the
money they receive fromthe
government and, inlimited
cases, government contractors.
Under H.3186,they will have to
tell us the source,althoughnot
the amount, ofnearly allof their
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income. (Private pensions,IRAs,
disability paymentsand thelike
are excluded.)And unlike the
law that currently requires very
limited reporting, this doesn't
use loophole­creating defini­
tions: Itsmartly definesincome
as anything that hastobere­
ported to theIRS.
Alsounder current law, legis­

lators investigate complaints
against fellowlegislators, usu­
ally insecret,so wehave noway
of knowing whetherthey're
enforcing thelaw or protecting
their colleagues. Under H.3184,
a reconstituted StateEthics
Commission will investigate
complaintsagainst legislators. If
it decidescharges should be

brought, it releases allof its
evidence tothe public andtothe
House or SenateEthics commit­
tee, whichthendecides whether
the legislatorviolated the law
and, if so,sets the punishment.
The Senate insistedonallow­

ingthe legislative committee to
send thecase back tothe Ethics
Commission for furtherin­
vestigation­aprovision many
see asan opportunity tobully
the commissioninto backing
down. Butthat doesn't look to
melike aproblem, since the
public stillgetstosee allthe
evidence; ifanything, it'sarope
with which thecommittees
couldhang themselves.
Clearly, there ismuch moreto

bedone. ButHouse leaders are
determined todo morenext
year toaddress nearlyall of
these shortcomings, andalotof
senators are committedat least
toshining somelight on the
dark money.
If wedon't lose any more

good legislators­andSenate
Judiciary Chairman LarryMar­
tin isthe main oneat risk­
there is achance that wewill be
abletouse this year's long­
awaited progressas astepping
stone tomore.
Atleast I hope so.

Ms. Scoppe canbereached
at cscoppe@thestate.com
orat(803) 771­8571.

''THECLAIMSTHAT
THEBILLSPASSED
LASTWEEKARE
MEANINGLESS
ARENOTJUST
HYPOCRITICAL;
THEY'REABSURD.
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Children's
Museum
getting $1M
in SC funds
AMANDA COYNE
THE GREENVILLE NEWS
Legislators overrode Gov. Nikki

Haley's veto of $1 million in state
funds for the Children's Museum of
the Upstate last week, allowing the
money to go to the museum for mar­
keting and updates to disability ac­
commodations.
State Rep. Phyllis Henderson, a

Greer Republican, said that the fund­
ing for the museum showed equity in
funding from the state budget, which
often gives funds to other museums.
Haley vetoed multiple budget lines
for museums, but did not strike $4
million in funding for the Interna­
tional African­American Museum in
Charleston.
"Every year we see millions of dol­

lars going to Charelston and the Low­
country. I'm glad to finally see the Up­
state getting some money from the
budget," said Henderson, who is also a
member of the Children's Museum of
the Upstate board of directors.

With the $1 million in state funding,
the museum will change its front
doors to a sliding model to be more ac­
cessible to people with physical dis­
abilities. A lift will be added to the
Bib's World outdoor exhibit, allowing

children in wheelchairs to access the
second level play area. The museum
will also advertise in magazines and
use outdoor advertising to attract out­
of­state visitors.
Nancy Halverson, the museum's

president and CEO, said the state funds
would allow the museum to continue
making an economic impact on South
Carolina and the Upstate.
"Being able to demonstrate that

we are a driver of tourism and have
had an economic impact of over $75
million to South Carolina since open­
ing our doors just six years ago,
meant that from a business and eco­
nomic development perspective, a
continued investment in the future
of the Children's Museum makes
sense," Halverson said. "It's not of­
ten you can find that kind of return
on the dollar and have a lasting im­
pact on the lives of children. I'm
humbled to say that these funds will
allow us to do both."
The museum also received

$150,000 from the state in 2014. That
was initially vetoed by Haley and was
overridden.

SC0148 Greenville News
Page Number: 1Publication Date: 06/21/2016

Children's Museum getting $1M in SC funds
AMANDA COYNE THE GREENVILLE NEWS
22.63 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Greenville, SC    Circulation: 113473

Page: 1

61018-06-21_1001.pdf

County: Greenville


