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Democrats
ready to take
gamble to fix
state’s roads

BY THAD MOORE
tmoore@postandcourier.com

COLUMBIA — South Carolina’s
deteriorating roads could be free of
potholes, its aging bridges rehabili-
tated.

Strand in Myrtle Beach and legal-
izing betting on horse races in other
parts of the state.

should legalize
gambiling to pay for
roads? Go to post
andcourier.com/

of millions
of dollars a
year needed
to keep road-

_ounty: C‘ﬁé

And it could be done without new
taxes or an increase in the gas tax.

Rather, the
hundreds

ways from
deteriorating
further would
come from
casinos along
the Grand
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Dems ready to take gamble to fix roads

CASINOS, from Al

House Minority Leader Todd
Rutherford and other Demo-
crats are offering that as an al-
ternative to Gov. Nikki Haley’s
and Republican lawmakers’
transportation plans.

“In order to pay for South
Carolina’s roads, we need new
money,” Rutherford said. “Ei-
ther we're going to raise people’s
taxes, or we’re going to come up
with new ideas.”

Haley and Republicans have
offered divergent plans for deal-
ing with the state’s $1.5 billion-
a-year shortfall in transporta-
tionfunding. Nobillshave been
introduced so far. The governor
setoutathree-part, all-or-noth-
ing proposal that would phase
in a 10-cents-a-gallon hike in
the state gas tax in exchange
for a gradual cut in the income
tax and centralizing control of
the Department of Transporta-
tion. Legislators are proposing
raising the tax on wholesale fuel
sales.

House Democrats’ proposal,

ilF not directly tied to im-
rleston
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proving transportation, emu-
lates nearly half the states in
the nation struggling with the
same dilemma as South Caro-
lina — how to keep up with
infrastructure needs without
raising taxes?

Casinos have spread quickly,
particularly throughout the
Northeast and Mid-Atlantic
states. Casinos operate in Lou-
isiana, Mississippi and South
Florida, and some states have
tribal casinos on Indian res-
ervations, but the Southeast is
the only region to have largely
kept gambling out, said David
Schwartz, who runs the Uni-
versity of Nevada-Las Vegas’s
Center for Gaming Research.

That’s likely due to strong re-
ligious traditions in the South,
according to Israel Posner, ex-
ecutive director of the Richard
Stockton College of New Jersey’s
institute on gaming, hospitality
and tourism.

Pennsylvania’s first casino
opened in 2007. Five years later,

the state was getting $1.5 billion
a year from the heavily taxed

gambling industry, surpass-
ing Nevada, home to Las Vegas
and 250 casinos statewide. The
money was used to reduce prop-
erty taxes and promote tourism
and economic development.
New York’s gaming revenues
also rivaled Nevada, raising
$822.7 million for its schools.

Posner said Pennsylvania and
New York reap windfalls from
gambling because they take a
large cut of the revenues. Penn-
sylvania gets more than half
of the money dropped on slot
machines.

To attract resort developers,
South Carolina would likely
need to keep tax rates lower,
Posner said.

“The higher the tax rate, the
less ofan investment that you're
going to see,” Posner said. “In
Nevada, you have these grand
palaces that have come in be-
cause you have a low tax rate,
same as Atlantic City. The low
taxrate encouraged alot of very
significant investment.”

Rutherford’s bill doesn’t spec-
ify a tax rate or how many ca-
sinos the state would allow. In-

polls to vote.

stead, it would change the state’s
Constitution to let the General
Assembly approve casinos and
other gambling.

Even if Democrats could mus-
ter the necessary votes, legalized
gambling would be a poorbetin
South Carolina.

It would need to pass by two-
thirds vote in both the House
and Senate, then be approved by
a majority of the state’s voters.
For that reason alone, the state
Chamber of Commerce, which
supports Haley’s roads plan,
doesn’t see it as a viable option
for fixing the state’s transporta-
tion system.

It also doesn’t have support
from Myrtle Beach. The presi-
dent of the Myrtle Beach area
Chamber said in a statement
that legalizing casinos was a
“misguided” approach.

“It’s been tried before, and it’s
failed before,” Myrtle Beach
Mayor John Rhodes has been

quoted previously as saying.
Myrtle Beach civic leaders

didn’t even want bingo parlors,

which were legalized in 2004,
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fearing they would harm the
Grand Strand’s family-friendly
image.

Gambling isn’t seen as a pan-
acea by everyone. Critics say it
dangles statistically unattain-
able riches in front of those least
able to afford to part with their
money or are unable to stop
gambling no matter how much
they lose.

Les Bernal, national director
of Stop Predatory Gambling,
which opposes state-sanctioned

gaming, includinglotteries, said
casinos do one thing— separate
gamblers from their money.

“Casinos represent the ulti-
mate budget gimmick,” Bernal
said. “All it’s done is pushed off
hard budget decisions.”

Slot machines, in particular,
are designed to keep gamblers
playing and losing, Bernal said,
exploiting primarily lower- and
middle-class players.

The federal Department of
Health and Human Services
estimates that about 1.5 million

Americans have experienced
pathological gambling and that
two tofour times more have had
issues with problem gambling.
If South Carolina does allow
casinos on its coast, it would be
jumping in as the industry shifts
from the traditional model of
resorts in Las Vegas and Atlan-
tic City, experts say.
Gambling’s spread along the
East Coast has made for casinos
that are less vacation and week-
end destinations than places to

repmpees LA0H
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HARRAH'S CHEROKEE CASINO/AP

Harrah’s Cherokee Casino in Cherokee, N.C., has a monopoly on casino gambling in the
Carolinas, something Democrats in the South Carolina House want to change.

_ounty: Charleston
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stop for an hour or two. That’s
caused big problems for Atlantic
City’s casinos. AUNLV gaming
research report found that be-
tween 2006 and 2014, revenue
was nearly cut in half.

Posner said Atlantic City’s
woes should serve as a caution-
arytale for states thinking about
allowing gambling.

“Atlantic City shows no sign
of reversing its current losing
streak,” UNLV’s study con-
cluded.
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Our view

Address issues at
DSS right away

We think Gov. Nikki Ha-
ley’s pick to lead the state’s
Department of Social Servic-
es has the right idea in pro-
posing a comprehensive re-
view of operations at every
DSS office in the state. But, if
approved by the Legislature,
she should act right away to
address some pressing prob-
lems that already are well
documented.

In one of what are likely to
be several confirmation hear-
ings, Susan Alford said she
wants to visit each county,
assess its needs and hear
why caseworkers leave the
agency. She told the Senate
General Committee that
caseload problems are close-
ly associated to turnover, and
she plans to address both by
using her experience to
probe the department’s
“ground game” at the county
level.

During the daylong county
meetings, Alford said she
would meet with local law en-
forcement, solicitors, guardi-
ans and caseworkers. She es-
pecially hopes to get a sense
of how each of the state’s 46
counties is handling its re-
sponsibilities to care for chil-
dren.

Alford, 60, appears to have
the experience to tackle the
job. She has been director of
The Girls Center at Clemson
University since 2007, a re-
search hub for issues such as
teen pregnancy and poor
self-esteem. She also worked
at the Department of Juve-
nile Justice for more than 12
years in various director
roles and served as director
of the state’s probation and
parole agency.

Alford would replace Lil-
lian Koller, who resigned last
year amid calls for her head
from members of both par-
ties. Haley was slow in realiz-
ing that Koller was in real
trouble, attributing the criti-
cism to election-year politics,
but Koller resigned a day be-
fore the Senate was due to
take up a no-confidence vote
on her leadership.

Alford said making sub-
stantive changes at DSS
could take years. She warned
lawmakers not to start criti-
cizing the agency if they
don’t see drastic improve-
ments in the next year or
two.

Certainly the agency’s op-
eration deserves an in-depth
evaluation such as this. Al-
ford no doubt is on the right
track in trying to get at the
root causes of high turnover

rates. Once she’s has identi-
fied why so many people
leave the agency, she can be-
gin to seek sensible reme-
dies,

But Alford does not have to
start from scratch on this ef-
fort. The Senate already has
produced an improvement
plan after a year’s worth of bi-
partisan hearings investigat-
ing child deaths, excessive
caseloads and turnover.

Among other things, the
plan, released in October,
calls for adding 221 child wel-
fare positions this fiscal year.

Many of the agency’s prob-
lems, especially regarding
child welfare, have been com-
mon knowledge for years, in
fact, decades. A federal class
action lawsuit was filed Jan.
12 against Haley and DSS,
saying a lack of health care

and other basic services is
endangering children in the
system.

The complaint alleges Ha-
ley and DSS are responsible
for drastic foster home short-
ages, too many caseloads for
workers and a failure to pro-
vide children with basic
health care. The lawsuit also
alleges that child maltreat-
ment while in foster care is
not adequately investigated,
and inaccurate data masks a
much higher rate of abuse
and neglect than the state re-
ports to the federal govern-
ment.

Whatever the outcome of
the lawsuit, it raises red
flags. And in light of the seri-
ousness of the allegations, ac-
tion should be taken right
away.

We hope Alford, if ap-
proved for the job, will find a
reasonable balance between
thoroughly investigating the
agency’s operations while al-
so acting quickly to ensure
that children in the system
now are being well cared for.
Children who aren’t getting
proper care can’t afford to
wait years for a change.

» Online

Your view

What do you think about this
editorial® Come to our web-
site and tell us.
heraldonline.com/
submit-letter

In summary

A yearlong, in-depth in-
vestigation of DSS is warrant-
ed, but some problems need
to be addressed now.

Page: 1



SC0148 Greenville News
NEW/Z Publication Date: 02/09/2015 Page Number: 8

GROUP Title:
Author:
Size: 13.79 square inch
Greenville, SC  Circulation: 113473 =1 1

Haley's road plan creates two sets of losers

Haley’s road plan creates

two sets of losers

Our governor calls her road re-
pair proposal a “Win Win Win” plan.

No, Gov. Haley, your proposal is a
“Win Lose Lose” plan. For higher
income citizens and corporations, it
is a “win.” For lower income resi-
dents, it is a “lose.” And for the con-
dition of the state’s roads, it is a
“lose.”

Consider a little basic math for a
resident with one car who drives
15,000 miles a year and gets 20 miles
to the gallon. He will pay 10 cents
more for the 1,000 gallons he uses a
year — an increase of $100. If heis a
higher income resident, making
$75,000 gross and $50,000 taxable
income a year, his tax rate will be 2
percent less — $1,000 a year. So the
net impact of Haley s plan on the
higher income resident is $900 less
tax. A win for the high income resi-
dent!

On the other hand, a resident with
$25,000 gross and $5,000 taxable
income will pay the same for his
15,000 miles of driving — $100 more.
But his tax rate will never reach the
level for any income tax saving. So
the net impact of Haley s plan on the
lower income resident is $100 more
tax. A lose for the low income resi-
dent!

For the state’s road problem, I
cannot figure out how collecting less
combined tax produces more money

to fix our roads. A lose for the state!
They say figures don’t lie, but
liars sometimes figure. I leave it to
the reader to say how our governor
figures.
R. Frank Plaxco
Greenville

County: Greenville Page: 1
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Haley talks about
focus at DHEC

By Sammy Fretwell
The State
sfretwell@thestate.com

Gov. Nikki Haley says
there are “a lot of things”
she would like to see done
at the S.C. Department of
Health and Environmen-
tal Control if her choice to
run the agency is con-
firmed by the state Senate.

During a news confer-
ence Thursday, Haley said
she wants Eleanor Kitz-
man to focus on key health
issues. She also suggested
that Kitzman could help
environmentalists and
businesses make compro-
mises similar to one they
recently struck over
dredging the port of
Charleston.

“I don’t want thattobea
one-time thing,” the Re-
publican governor said,
responding to questions
about changes she’d like to
see Kitzman make. “I'd
like to see us do more of
that. See more how we can
pull those groups together
to get more things done for
South Carolina.”

Conservationists and
the state Ports Authority
last month announced an
agreement in which the
authority would protect
unspoiled, forested land
near Charleston. In ex-
change, the S.C. Coastal
Conservation League
agreed not to challenge
permits for dredging the
port. The port needs deep-
ening to accommodate
larger ships.

When the deal was an-
nounced in January, many
praised it as a way to help
the environment without
slowing down the port pro-
ject through costly legal
appeals.

Kitzman, a political ally
of Haley’s and former
state insurance director,
faces tough questioning
before the Senate Medical
Affairs Committee. Sena-
tors have voiced numer-
ous concerns about Kitz-
man’s qualifications to run
DHEC since she has little
known experience with
health and the environ-
ment. Much of her profes-
sional background is in in-
surance.

Kitzman, a Texas na-
tive, has been hired by the
agency in a temporary ca-
pacity until the confirma-
tion process is completed.
The DHEC job also has
brought criticism from
Democratic senators. Con-
firmation hearings aren’t
expected to begin until at
least Feb. 19, when the
committee’s next meeting
is scheduled.

Haley said Kitzman
will be “very good about
making sure that we are
moving forward.”

The governor said
DHEC has made progress,
including with its some-
times clunky, slow-mov-
ing environmental and
health permitting system.
Now, “I want us to get
smarter,” she said.

The governor said she
wants Kitzman to work
closely with hospital exec-
utives in dealing with dis-
eases, such as Ebola and
the measles. She also said
DHEC needs to deal with
hospital certification is-
sues that are emerging. In
addition, she wants Kitz-
man to continue looking
for ways to cut down onthe
use of paper at DHEC.

Those are directives
“she’ll be amazing at,” Ha-
ley said.

Page: 1
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Lawmakers hear calls to change way SC elects judges

Some worry legislators

wield too much influence

By Jamie Self
THE STATE

The day before S.C. lawmakers voted
to elect judges last week, some received
advice on the importance of letting the
public know that legislators take that ex-
clusive power seriously.

House Majority Leader Bruce Ban-
nister of Greenville told fellow Republi-
cans Tuesday morning to give “serious,
thoughtful answers” if asked why they
support a candidate.

Don’t just respond with, “Well, I
knew them in kindergarten,” or some-
thing,” he said.

The next day, lawmakers elected
more than 20 judges, including deciding
a contentious judicial race between a

lawmaker’s spouse and a 16-year incum-
bent.

That race drew cries of nepotism
from Gov. Nikki Haley. It also re-
launched a debate among lawmakers
about whether S.C. law needed to be
changed to avoid conflicts of interest —
whether real or perceived.

Advocates of changing that system
say Wednesday’s judicial controversy is
just one of several examples of why
South Carolina should end lawmakers’

JUDGES

exclusive authority over nominating and
electing judges.

They note:

» Legislators’ spouses have run be-
fore and won posts, putting everyone in-
volved in uncomfortable situations.

» The independence of S.C. courts
has been questioned, given the way the
General Assembly picks judges and sets
their budgets. That system has judges,
elected by legislators, ruling on the laws

made by those same legislators, who will
decide if those judges stay in office.

But advocates of the current system
say other options for electing judges
could be worse, turning judicial elec-
tions into fund-raising contests or giving
the governor too much power.

One branch controlling another

The way South Carolina conducts
elects judges is rare.

Virginia is the only other state where
legislators control the nomination and
election of judges.

Lawmakers should share that power
with the public or the governor to create
checks and balances, some say.

“We don’t need one branch of govern-

Continued from Page 3A

“The politics of the
next popular election and
who contributed money
should not come into play
asafactor” inajudge’s de-
cision, said state Sen. Chip
Campsen, R-Charleston.

Politics at play

Some lawmakers were
repelled by the negative
politics that they said
were at play in Wednes-
day’s judicial election be-
tween Bill Funderburk of

County: Greenville
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Camden and 16-year-in-
cumbent Carolyn Mat-
thews of Columbia.

The revulsion was so
extreme that about two
dozen lawmakers, who
had voted in another com-
petitive race just minutes
before, either did not vote
for Funderburk or Mat-
thews or voted “present”
in protest.

Gov. Haley also
weighed in, posting the

vote on Facebook and call-
ing out lawmakers who

backed Funderburk, ac-
cusing them of supporting
nepotism.

The political back-and-
forth continued Friday.

House Minority Lead-
er Todd Rutherford, D-
Richland, accused Repub-
lican Haley of seeking
“political payback”
against Democratic Rep.
Funderburk of Camden.

In 2012, Funderburk
was the only member of
the House Ethics Commit-
tee who did not want to
dismiss a complaint that

ment basically controlling everything
about another branch of government,”
said Lynn Teague with the League of
Women Voters.

But even as lawmakers debate ethics-

related legislation, a 2-year-old effort to
tighten the rules on legislators’ activ-
ities, only a small chorus of lawmakers is
talking about changing the way judges
are elected.

Their proposals lack consensus on
whether lawmakers should give up
nominating or electing judges — or both.

In defense of the how lawmakers now
pick judges, some say South Carolina’s
system could be worse.

The public could elect judges in parti-
san races “where judicial candidates
have to raise hundreds of thousands of
dollars for political campaigns and run
as Republicans or Democrats,” said Ty-
ler Jones, a House Democratic Caucus
spokesman who says the state’s current
process is much better.

He’s not alone in that concern about
even more politicization of the judiciary.

See JUDGES, Page 4A

Haley had violated state
ethics laws by failing to
disclose her work as a
consultant for a Columbia
engineering firm. Funder-
burk also was the panel’s
only Democrat.

Rutherford also noted
Haley, too, cast a vote that
helped the spouse of a
lawmaker become a
judge.

Haley press secretary
Chaney Adams, in turn,
accused Rutherford of
mudslinging, adding Ha-

Page: 1
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ley gladly would join both
parties in an effort to ban
state lawmakers “from
appointing their spouses
as judges.”

‘They know my
Aunt May’

State Sen. Larry Mar-
tin, the Pickens Republi-
canwhois head of the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee,
already is pushing a pro-
posal that would ban the
spouses of legislators
from running for judge.

Sen. Campsen says he
would like to dial back the
political influence on law-
makers by giving them
more time to consider
candidates.

Candidates must wait
48 hours after the Judicial
Merit Selection Commis-
sion releases its list of
nominees to ask lawmak-
ers for their support.

Now, lawmakers sel-
dom have time to review
the nominees and the se-
lection commission’s re-
port on their qualifica-
tions — usually released
on a Thursday at noon —
before candidates start
asking legislators their
vote the following Tues-
day, Campsen said.

Sometimes judicial
races are decided that
first day that legislators
are back in Columbia for
their three-day work
week, long before election
day in the General Assem-
bly.

“You fire the gun, and
the race is over,” Camp-
sen said. “It’s supposed to

County: Greenville
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be a 5-K (race), but, in-
stead, it’s a 4-yard dash.”

Campsen also said his
proposal would encour-
age lawmakers to put in
more thought before they
pledge to vote for candi-
dates.

Sometimes lawmakers
choose candidates who
live near them, go to their
Rotary Club or “know
(their) Aunt May,” he said.

‘Almost impossible’
to avoid conflicts

At least five other bills
introduced in the House
and Senate this year seek
to change the way law-
makers nominate and
elect judges.

Two proposals would
remove lawmakers from
the process of nominating
judges, while allowing
them still to elect them.

Under one of Martin’s
proposals, the governor
would renominate the in-
cumbent or nominate
three candidates who
would face an election in
the General Assembly.

Another Senate pro-
posal, by Tom Corbin, R-
Greenville, would remove
lawmakers from the
screening process, re-
placing them with mem-
bers of the public, who
would be nominated by
lawmakers and appointed
by the governor.

The governor would
pick a chairman from the
public members of the ju-
dicial screening panel.

Teague said the League
of Women Voters would

support members of the
public controlling the
screening process for
judges — a move that
would curb suspicion that
lawmakers were favoring
candidates with ties to
them.

“There’s nothing un-
ethical about anybody
running because they’re
married to a legislator,”
Teague said, referring to
Wednesday’s race where
Rep. Funderburk’s hus-
band defeated incumbent
Matthews, 87-50.

“The question is: How
do you evaluate whether
extra influence is brought
to bear?”

In a small state like
South Carolina, where
lawmakers “wouldn’t
have been elected if they
didn’t have ties with oth-
ers,” it is “almost impossi-
ble” to expect judicial
candidates — or candi-
dates for other legislative
appointments — not to
know someone in the Leg-
islature, she added.

Politics or one
of 170?

Three other bills would
end altogether the proc-
ess of lawmakers electing
and nominating judges.

Sen. Lee Bright, R-
Spartanburg, and three
House Republicans have
filed bills that would allow
the governor to nominate
judges. Lawmakers
would confirm the gover-
nor’s appointees through
a formal screening proc-
ess and could reject nomi-

Lawmakers hear calls to change way SC elects judges
By Jamie Self THE STATE
89.12 square inch

nees.

State Sen. Tom Davis,
R-Beaufort, supports hav-
ing the governor nomi-
nate judges — and having
lawmakers confirm them.
Doing so would lead to
higher-quality judges who
are more independent
from the legislative
branch, he said.

Davis said politics now
drags down the process of
legislators electing
judges, leading, as it did in
Wednesday’s race, to a
limited discussion on the
“pros and cons based on
(the candidates’) merits.”

S.C. Attorney General
Alan Wilson, R-Lexington,
also strongly supports
changing the way the
judges are elected to in-
clude the executive and
legislative branches of
government, he said in an
email Friday.

“The current method
omits any involvement by
the executive (branch,
meaning the governor),”
Wilson wrote. “We greatly
need the participation of
both the executive and
legislative branches in
this process. Full partici-
pation by all branches of
government works best.”

Letting the governor
choose judges for law-
makers to vet and ap-
prove would ensure South
Carolinians know who to
hold accountable for judi-
cial conduct, said Ashley
Landess, president of the
S.C. Policy Council, a lim-
ited-government  think
tank.

Page: 2
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Model for SC gun law has mixed reviews

Louisiana passed a similar

gun-control bill last year

By Tim Smith
Staff writer
tesmith@greenvillenews.com

COLUMBIA — The Louisiana law aimed
at removing guns from those convicted
of domestic violence and copied in a
South Carolina bill headed to the Senate
floor has had little impact since its pas-

sage last year, according to some de-
fense lawyers and prosecutors in that
state.

In fact, some prosecutors told The
Greenville News, domestic violence
cases have actually increased. And some
problems have surfaced with the law,
such as alack of auniform method for re-
moving the guns from their owners and
the failure of some convictions to make it

onto a federal database used for back-
ground checks used for firearms pur-
chases.

But a Louisiana advocate for domes-
tic violence victims said she believes the
law has already prevented violence.

And Sen. Larry Martin, a Pickens Re-
publican who is chairman of the Senate
Judiciary Committee and is shepherding
the bill through the South Carolina Sen-
ate, said he does not believe there has
been enough time to determine the Loui-
siana law’s impact.

“Will it eliminate it? No, I'll concede
that,” he said of the pending bill. “But I

think in light of where we are, chronical-

ly among the highest in the nation, we
definitely owe it to the victims of domes-
tic violence to try this.”

The gun law bans gun possession for
10 years for those convicted of criminal
domestic violence and also prohibits pos-
session for those who are subject to pro-
tective orders.

Louisiana’s legislature passed its law
last May, part of a series of laws aimed at
reducing domestic violence. The gun

See GUN, Page 7A

GUN

Continued from Page 1A

provision in the South Car-
olina bill also is part of a
package of reforms that
include separating the
crime into degrees, pro-
viding penalties for each
and establishing proce-
dures for the issuance of
permanent, civil, no-con-
tact orders in domestic vi-
olence cases.

The two states mirror
each other in many ways.

Both are predominant-
ly rural Southern states
with similar sized popula-
tions, a love of hunting,
and a citizenry zealous
about the Second Amend-
ment. Louisiana voters, in
fact, amended their state
constitution in 2012 to re-
quire “strict scrutiny” of
any restrictions on the

right to bear arms.
Judges, when asked, are
required under the

amendment to determine
if a gun law demonstrates

County:%r;‘éﬁl{%ﬂgﬂiﬂg govern-
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mental interest” and is
narrowly defined. One
judge did that in 2013,
striking down a law ban-
ning felons from possess-
ing firearms.

Louisiana and South
Carolina also have a sig-
nificant problem with do-
mestic violence.

“We mirror South Car-
olina very closely,” said
Beth Meeks, executive di-
rector of the Louisiana Co-
alition Against Domestic
Violence. “We frequently
lead the nation, meaning
we’re almost always
ranked in the top five in
murders of women.”

Last year, after a grisly
murder of family mem-
bers in whichthe offender
shot and killed himself,
Louisiana lawmakers
passedapackage aimed at
reducing the carnage.

The new laws require
that anyone convicted of
domestic abuse battery be
prohibited from a con-
cealed weapons permit or

possessing a firearm for
10 years after the comple-
tion of the offender’s pa-
role, probation or sus-
pended sentence.

It also forbids those
subject to permanent in-
junctionsor protective or-
ders from possessing a
firearm when the order
finds that the person is a
“credible threat” to the
physical safety of a family
or household member and
the order informs the per-

son he or she is prohibited
from possessing a fire-
arm.

Those violating either
provision are guilty of a
felony and face a maxi-
mum sentence of five
years in prison and a fine
of $1,000.

Other new provisions
mandate that courts
upload protective orders
to a state registry, create
court-monitored domes-
tic violence intervention
programs that offenders
must take, forbid those

charged with domestic
battery from being re-
leased from jail on a per-
sonal recognizance bond,
make second convictions
a felony and require those
convicted of domestic
abuse aggravated assault
to serve 85 percent of
their sentences

John “Schuyler” Mar-
vin, is the chief prosecu-
tor for two northern Loui-
siana parishes.

He said when it comes
time to talk about an of-
fender’s plea, defense
lawyers try to avoid a do-
mestic violence plea be-
cause the state is full of
hunters and firearms are
cherished.

“They don’t mind
pleading guilty to simple
battery,” he said, “be-
cause they don’t want to
lose their gun rights.
That’sabigreason why we
struggle to get guilty
pleas in domestic viola-
tions.”

He said the new law
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“hasn’t made my job any
easier.”

Marvin said he isn’t
aware of any instances in
which someone convicted
of domestic violence or
subjecttoarestraining or-
der has been denied pur-
chase of a firearm.

He said he has a special
prosecutor assigned to do-
mestic violence cases.

“And his caseload
hasn’t gone down at all,”
he said. “If anything, it’s
gone up.”

Melanie Fields, a do-
mestic violence special
prosecutor in  Baton
Rouge, agrees that cases
have not gone down.

“In our jurisdiction, we
have not seen any reduc-
tion in domestic violence
cases, with the exception
of murders,” she said.
“We’ve had a significant
reduction in murders but
not since that law, just in
general.”

She said her area has
seen a slight reduction in
violent crime in general
recently but that drop has

not transferred to domes-
tic violence.

“That’s the only crime
that has either been
steady or seen a slight in-
crease,” she said, attribut-
ing any increase to better
awareness and conversa-
tions in state and national
media about the issue.

She said people had
predicted it would be
tough to separate guns
from offenders because
Louisiana is such a big
hunting state.

She said she can under-
stand the pressure to plea
bargain in some jurisdic-
tions when prosecutors
have 500 cases to move
and the victim in a domes-
tic violence case may
have reunited with the of-
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fender.

“But that isn’t the way,
as prosecutors, we're try-
ing to educate the prose-
cutionor defensebar,” she
said. “The idea is victim
safety and what is the
right thing to do. Nobody
wants to stop people from
hunting if that’s OK.

“I'm not against hunt-
ing or guns. I am against
putting guns in the hands
of people who are abusers
and might pick up that gun
later down the road if the
relationship is going to es-
calate.”

She said she doesn’t
think the law has had any
impact yet but it may still
be too early to judge.

Fields said one issue
that is unresolved is how
offenders are to give up
their guns. The law does
not address any mecha-
nism, she said, and while
some law enforcement
agencies in smaller juris-
dictions allow offenders
to deposit their firearms
with them, others do not
have the storage capacity
and it’sleft to the offender
to figure out.

“That truly is a prob-
lem,” she said. “It depends
on the jurisdiction you
talk to.”

Steve Moore, a Baton
Rouge defense lawyer,
said heisnot sure what im-
pact the law has had.

“Every one of my cli-
ents, evenbefore the Loui-
siana law was enacted,
was instructed never to
have a firearm because it
violated the federal law,”
he said. “To me, from my
understanding of my cli-
ents, even though the law
has changed in Louisiana,
it’s been the same.”

Andre Belanger, a Ba-
ton Rouge defense lawyer
and former domestic vio-

Model for SC gun law has mixed reviews

By Tim Smith Staff writer tcsmith@greenvillenews.com

lence prosecutor, said it
was already common that
those seeking bail in a do-
mestic violence case be
prohibited from possess-
ing firearms. He said if
people want to commit a
crime, they will, no matter
what laws are passed.

“If someone wants to
possess a firearm to com-
mit a crime, they can do
s0,” he said. “I think if
someone is dead-set on do-
ing harm to somebody,
they’ll find a weapon.”

Meeks said she be-
lieves the law already has
had some impact in one
area where deputies have
used it to seize weapons
from “very dangerous of-
fenders.”

“That probably has
been invaluable in pre-
venting anumber of homi-
cides,” she said. “When a
person has escalated and
they have a weapon in
their presence, we know
that battered women are
five times more likely to
be Kkilled under those cir-
cumstances.”

She said it’s hard to
quantify any impact from
thelawbecausethereisno
central database tracking
of such charges, some
people are charged in do-
mestic violence situations
with other types of crimes
and some jurisdictions re-
port domestic violence
crimes differently. She
said her agency is work-
ing on an analysis of do-
mestic homicides.

Even if the data was
available, she said, it
would be too soon to see if
there has been a decrease
in domestic homicides
since the law was enacted.

She said there has been
discussion since the law
went into effect about pos-
sible improvements in the
new law, including a uni-

form system for the gun
surrender process and

better reporting of datato
the federal database for
firearms background
checks.

Meeks said there is
some confusion about who
should report convictions
to the federal database
and when it should be re-
ported.

“Our system is a little
foggy and we are trying to
sort that out,” she said.
“We know the federal
background check is im-
portant and it’s popular,
with more than 85 percent

of Americans supporting
it, so we should make sure
it works.”

She suggests that
South Carolina legislators
also apply the gun ban to
those convicted of stalk-
ing and sexual assault,
since such assaults are
sometimes family crimes.

Martin said the South
Carolina bill is the first
step in a series of reforms
that is likely to continue
with the formation of a
task force appointed by
Gov. Nikki Haley.

“They don’t mind
pleading guilty to
simple battery,
because they
don’t want to lose
their gun rights.
That’s a big
reason why we
struggle to get
guilty pleas in
domestic
violations.”

JOHN “SCHUYLER"”
MARVIN
Louisiana prosecutor
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School choice proponents
rally at the State

COLUMBIA — Hundreds of
students celebrated South Caroli-
na’s school choice options with a
rally on the Statehouse steps.

The event Tuesday coincided
with National School Choice,
Week. Students from across the
state masched a block from a

" hotel td the Statehouse.
_Gov. Nikki Haley briefly ad-
[ dressed tHe trowd and read a a
rproclamation declaring it South
Carolina School Choice Week.

:  South Carolina’s educational
options include public charter,
magnet and online schools.
School choice proponents hope
to expand on the state’s scholar-
ship program for students with

bpecid needs.
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Dnllmg off Carolinas coast plan draws applause, criticism

FromAssocmted Press reports ‘\ :

CHARLESTON — Lawmékers‘

generally applauded while con-

servation groups worried Tues-

day whenh the Obama admin-
istration included tracts off the
coast of the Carolinas in a draft
propogal of areas that coulE be

opened to oil and gas explora- . $H

tion later this decade. |

Politicians generally said such
exploration would boost state
economies and help the nation
toward energy independence.

Conservationists worried that

. oil spills could damage the thriv-

ing coastal tourism of the Caro-
linas and said the focus should

be on developing offshore wind

energy.
The plan floated by the Obama

administration would for the

“first time open up a broad swath

of the Atlantic Coast to drill-
ing, even as it moved to restrict,
drilling - indéﬁmtely i’ envi-
ronmentally 'sénsitive ‘areas off

Alaska. ‘

The proposal env1s10ns auc-
tioning areas located more than
50 miles off Virginia, North Caro-
lina, South Carolina, and Geor-

gia to oil companies no earlier
thamzozl, long after President
Barad*k Obama leaves office. For
0il companies have

erypaire
ic Ocean, where a morato-

ritim’'was in place up until 2008.

Thé plan also calls for leasing
10 areas in the Gulf of Mexico,
long: the epicenter of U.S. off-
shore oil production, and three

off the Alaska coast.

“This is a balanced propos-
al that would make available
nearly 80 percent of the undis-
covered technically recoverable
resources, while protecting ar-
eas that are simply too special to
develop,” Interior Secretary Sally
Jewell said in a conference call

See DRILLING, Page 4A
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time frame,

drew imme-

diate reac-

tion from

Capitol Hill,

where Sen.

R-Alaska,

called on her home
state, and where North-
eastern Democrats  ob-
jected to the proposal for
e
ing an no
boundaries. The proposal
comes as the U.5. is in the
midst of an oil boom and
when oil and pump
oric
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lina, and
tant step toward an article appearing in
offshore production a Greenville Daily Reflec-
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'SC House

-)L

group passes

its road plan

Panel chairman expects changes

BY JEFFREY COLLINS
The Associated Pres,s

COLUMBIA — A House committee that has
been studying how to fix South Carolina’s dete-
riorating roads for four months passed several
recommendations Tuesday, including lowering
the gas tax and adding a sales tax on fuel and
turning over thousands of miles of state roads to
counties.

But the committee’s chairman, Rep. Gary Sim-
rill, said he knows his group of lawmakers only
took the first step down a long path as officials
fromr Gov. Nikki Haley down to county coun-
cils try to have their say on how to improve the
state’s roads.

Even this group didn't reach a consensus.
Democrats worried the plan doesnt raise

[hey are right now,” Ott said.

enough money and poorer counties will be left

‘behind as roads get turned over to them without

the monéy of equipment to rhaintaiti them. * -

Simrill's committee recommended lowering
South Carolina’s gas tax by 6 cents to 10.75 cents
and placing a 6 percent sales tax on fuel. That
should raise at least $400 million, the amount
of extra money Department of Transportation
Director Janet Oakley said her agency needs to
keep roads as they are and assure the system
doesn’t get worse, said Simrill, R-Rock Hill.

DOT has previously said it would cost $1.5 bil-
lion a year to get all state roads to good condi-
tion by 2040.

Other proposals approved by the commit-
tee would have the governor appoint members
of the DOT board, revamp a special bank that
loans out tens and hundreds of million dollars
for big projects, and turn over 15,000 miles of
short, lightly traveled state roads over to coun-
ties along with a promise to send along part of
the gas tax and extra money to pay to upkeep
those roads. -

Democratic Rep. Russell Ott said places like
Calhoun County, where he is from, don't have
the equipment needed to maintain roads or

" mow the grass. He also questioned if an extra

$400 million a year is enough, since many of the
state’s roads are already in bad condition.

.“T've talked to people in my district, and they
aren't interested in keeping our roads the way

See ROADS, Page 4A
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| Roads

From Page 1A

AN )
A bill will now be written
and go to a subcommittee,
the House Ways and Means
Committee and then on. ta
the House floor. Senators

will likely come up with .

their own plan, and if law-
makers from both bodies
agree, the governor can
sign or veto any road-fund-
ing bill that passes.

In her State of the State
address last week, Haley
suggested raising the
state’s gas tax by 10 cents
as long as South Carolina’s
top income tax bracket is
cut by 2 percentage points.
She said she must get the
tax cut for any bill to get
her approval.

“Tha anuornnr racnarte

111V {BUYLLMIVL  1vOpLLVLY

the good work of the
committee, but thinks a
straight-out tax increase
‘is not the best way to go.
She remains confident that
a meeting of the minds
will take place to both ad-
dress our roads needs and
help our economic com-

petitiveness,” Haley
spokeswoman Chaney Ad-
ams said.

Ott, who was elected to
the House in 2013, voted
in favor of the committee’s
recommendations because
he felt like it was a good
first step. But he said he ex-
pects the final plan will be
different.

“As I am learning slowly
but surely, things rarely
look in the end the way
they look in the be

tling,” Ott said. ng
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SC employment sets record for Dec.

'From staff reports

COLUMBIA —The South Caro-
lina Department of Employment
and Workforce reported Tuesday
that the state hit a record of more
than 2 million people working in
December.

The state’s unemployment rate
went down 0.2 percent from ‘No—
vember. The nationwide rate also
fell the same percentage from 5.8
percent to 5.6 in December. .

The Florence Metropolitan

Statistical Area December un-
employment rate of 7.1 percent
was the lowest rate since 2006,
which was 6.7 percent, and 2007,
which was 6.3 percent.

Unemployment for the statis-
tical area in December reached
its highest level of more than
12 percent in 2009, according to
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics.

In the Pee Dee, Marion County
remained at the top of the un-
employment rate list in the state

at 11.9 percent. It was one of six
counties in the state that saw an
increase in December’s not sea-
sonally adjusted unemployment
rate.

Horry County alsa’'saw an in-
crease from 7.4 percent in No-

vember to 8.1 percent.

The state’s.labor force contin-
ued to expand with an increase
of more than 4,400, which set an-
other all-time high of 2,202,017.

The state’s unemployment rate
is the ratio of the total unem-

ployed to the total labor force.
“We have a record high num-
ber of South Carolinians work-
ing, a record high labor force
and record high number of
jobs in the Palmetto State,” said
Cheryl M. Stanton, executive di-
rector of the employment agen-
cy. “Now we need to focus on
Success South Carolina, Gov.
Haley’s recently announced ini-
tiative that will prepare South
Carolina workers for high-de-
mand jobs and match job seek-

ers with the more than 60,000
currently open jobs.”

Florence’s unemployment rate
dr'opped from 7.2 to 7.1 percent
in' December from November.
Darlington county’srate dropped
from 7.1 to 6.8 percent.

The areas of industry (nonagri-
cultural employment seasonally
adjusted) that recorded gains in
December were the professional
and business services area (up
3,300); construction (up-1 099),
-and manufacturing (up 85(;




