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BRIAN HICKS: Statehouse sexual harassment nothing new. A2
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Abortion
ban ‘scary,
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doctor says

Fears women may be
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House OKs Confederate
flag ban at VA cemeteries
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL

A new job for
Steve Spurrier?
Former USC
coach not
interested, =

USC BASEBALL
Gamecocks
top Alabama
to open final
SEC series
of season, =
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Doctors’ group
accused of fraud

BV OIS BHNK
Fmonkgzhigars, com

The 115 Justice Tepart-
meent has filed a civil fraud
sl agaanst @ srdjor Mad-
larsds family doctors group
practice, alkeging thai for
years the prastiee illegally
rampcal upr balls by adding
unneoessary charges when
patients came in for visits,

Many of the allcgl.'-.'l
extra charges involved
blood and liver tests to

older patients on Medicare,

the Lawsuit said.
Medicare, a federal &l-
derly Bealth care program,

Allegation: For years Familly Medicine Centers of South
Caroling thcked on unnecessary ¢harpes o patients’ bills

Govgmmaent attornoys allege doctors ordered
superllugus tests for their own Tinandal gain

paid “over 39 million" in
Impraper paymenls Lo
Fomily Medicine Centers
of Saath Caroling, “many
of which we re reddically
unnecessary,” acconding Lo
a gm'ernmmnr lavesuit
agains the practice,
Family Medicine Centers
is one af Sowth Carolina's
largest pEimary Cane [

viders, [t bas six officea
ararid the Columbis area,
and its 18 physicions came
fior sapme 30,000 patients.

In bringing suit, the
gowernment joined an
imitial ¢ivil oction against
Family Medicine Centers
that was brought by a phy-
sician who ance worked
ihere,

In 2013, the practice
fired that dector, Catherine
Schaefer, who then
bresught her allegations
ahout the proctice's billing
procedures to the attention
af Tederal frand altameys
in the U8, Attorney’s of-
fice in Columhia,

Belors joining ber law-
suil, federal allomeys in
Columbin, working with
coRinterparts in Washing-
tom, spent months investi-
galing her allegations 1o
soc how mech, if any,
fraud might be invelved,
US, Attarney Bill Nettles

SEE DOCTORS, TA

Flag furled at federal cemeteries?

In this e photo fram 2071, the crowd stands at attention for the Presentation of Colours at the start of fhe
Confederate Memasial Day Service at the Beaufert Mational Cemetery. A U5, House bill passed Thursday would
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Greek fest
returns to
downtown
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Proterra wants Greenlink’s orders

RUDGLPH BELL
DRILLOG LR ERTWE COM

Wihen Proterra Inc. hosis patential
customers at its Greenville factory, a
irip to Scncea 40 miles away is some-
times on the agenda,

Tha’s because Seneca is the closest
phace where Proterea can show its bat-
Ml‘!-"f[-:'-‘tﬁ:*_“l‘ﬂlﬁﬁ ruscs im action,

“The transit agency that serves Sene-
ch, Clemson Area Transit, operates sixol
Proterrn's sere-cmission transit buses,

The transit agency serving Green-
yvalle, however, Greenlink, doesa™ have
any — aix years after Proterra relocated
o Greenville from Golden, Colorado, as
astartup company.

Al that’s made Proterra CEO Ryan

e impatient 1o sec his company’s
vehicles driving on Greenvilbe's stroeets,
“Wiereobviously veryexcited 1o denn
oaatrate 1he technolagy in a hometown
location, especlally for our employecs
wha arc based in Greenville, who would
feel & tremendous amount of pride tosee
the vehicles on the road here,” Popple
sl during an exclusive  inlerview
Thuraday at Prolerras factory along In-
terstanc 45
“We certainly think the techmology
has proven out in erough external mar-
kets that it's definitely ready for prime
ime here with Greenlink,” he sasd *So
oy general feeling would be impatience
about wantlng to get somcthing going.”
Greenville city and county officials
have talked for years about buying Pro-

terra buses,

Bt 50 far they haven't been ableto se
cure thi M peroent “lecal match™ ros
Eﬁmd 1o ehiain funding from the Feder-

Transit Adeninistration, said Mark
Rickards, who runs Greenlink os the city
of Greenville's transportation director.

That local match would be SES0,000
For @ A0t Prolerta bus priced @t
ST 50,000,

Rickards sabd Thursday that Green-
link s8ill hopes to use Proterra buses.

“We need the local eash match and
fwvailable federal famls,” he said.

Rickards zaid he Ngores Prolerra
budes could run on Laurens Road with
oncof the company's chargers Iocatod at
cither University Center or Clemson
University’s Intemational Center for

AHRATORHER v WALEART A% FORIE
Tha Ale Fascn has pland 1o opee the soven AFSCS That wiro Aol ofen fof womstn tuch 45 parkmsossman and comiat dontrollor,

Graham backs women
registering for draft

Some conservative Republicans oppose the idea

MARY ORNDORFF TROYAN
LA TR WP

WASHINGTON - The G0I7s traditional resistance 1o hav-
ing women rciiﬂcr fora potential military dradt is fading on
where key Republican lowmakers like Sen. Lind-

Capitol Hill,
sey Graham now support the idea

“Wremen are an indispensablc clement of the war fighting
meiichine,” Giraham saicd Wdnesday, “So when 05 tiome Do get
ready toinventory the nathon te supplement the all-volunteer

in the military and it's nstounding,” Geoham said, “Tn our mil-
ity vau just couldn't conduct aperntions withaut female

memilers.”

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky, also
voleed support this week,
“Given whene we are today, with women im the military

performing virtually all kinds of functions, I personally think

1wkl b appropriate for them to registor just like men de,”
MeConnell told reporiers on Cagitol Bl
MeConnedls comments Tuesday reverberated in Washing.

Autometive Research,

Popple, hawewver, talked about down-
Towm when aked where he'd like 0 see
Protersa buses running locally.

“Given the amaount of exposure down-
town Greenville gets s a great example
af re-urbanization, a high-tech, zero-
emission, quict electric bus thats engi-
neered and manufaciured cally would
really fif the narrative of what Green-
vjl_.]g‘s becoming quite ndeely,” Popple
said.

Popple also said he'd like 10 sec Pro-
lerrabuses on Greenlink routes 1o Clem.
o [CAR sinoe Proterea employsalat
af Clemson cngincering graduates, and
anroutes running toGreenyilbe-Spartan-

Seo GREEMLINE, Page TA

House panel
replaces
dash cam bill
with FOIA
revision

TIM SMITH
TSRS R I H LR (08

COLUMBLA - The House Judiciary
Comimittes has s.w:l!pp-:dablllgnl.':m-
ing the release of poliee dash cam
videos with revisions to the state’s
Freedom of Information Act, to get
around 31 senator’s block of the FOLA
hill in the Legislatures final wicks.

Commines members sadd Thurs-
day they like both bills but were
afraid unless they placed the FOIA
language in the dosh cam bill and re-
mowved thie dash Gam begiskation, the
FOLA legislation might die.

“This puts us im the best negotiat-
ing positien,” Rep. Weston Newton, a
Beaufort County  Republican and
member of the commitiee, explained.

Sen. Margie Bright Matthews, a
Colbeton  County  Democrad,  has
Mocked revisions toe the House-
passed FOLA bill saying she objects to
smaller counties being limited in
whatt they can chorge for public rec-
ards requests following an incident
there in which clerks were inursdated
with such requests,

The sed revistons woald re-
quire copying fecs for records not ex-
ceed rafes by copying businesses and
would limit fees Worelrieve recards 1o
rales no higher than the lowest 2alary
af the employees handling the pec-
ords. Copy charges ales would e
banned it the information is relensed
in electrenic form.

The time agencics have o decide
whether 1o release information would
also be cut under the bl from 15 days
to 10 days. An administrative process
would be established under the bill to
hamdle disputes over informution re-
quoests 1o aveid il suchdisputes being
hanelbed before a carcuil jodpe.

Rep. Ball Taylor, an Aiken Bepilli-
can, has called out Matthews over ber
objection, telling his comstituents that
she alone is jeopardizing the bill.

Mewlan said Thursday thal by
switpping the FOLA ngueagpe for the
dash cam language, it would put more
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Highway Patrol
narrows search
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Could Hilton Head
lure 5-star resort?

Hilton Head Islands Economic Development Corp, funds report an
feasibility of luxury, sceanfrent hetel

éomui'lanb Y zwrmn resort could exist m Han:i In"ri:i\‘t

comditions

Mot all Hilten Head resorts welcome idea of new luxury option

BY REBEDCCA LURYE
riaryr ghitlend pacht. com

With mare than a docen re-
soets andd thousands of rentals 1o
choose fromm, Hilten Head ls-
Landd’s hospitality industry some-
times seems like it's barsting at

the scams.

Eut in recendt years, the town
has irragined sdding one mose
apbon o the mix: @ luxary,
five-stor resart.

Attracting one to the island
was listed as o] by town
afficials during cach of their last
two“vision"™ warkshops in 2080

and 2004, They have said sucha
higher-end resom wauld kelp
Tonsr Hilven Head's rqll.;lu.li.uﬁ
and atrect a higher-paying
clientele.

‘The Hilton Head Economic
Development Corp, 4 town-
hacked group of husiness lead-
ers working fo lure new busi
nesscs 1o the island, paid
F15,004 to a marketing firm L
study the isswe carlier this year.

But the resalts were less than
illemidsating.

“Maybe,” the consultants
fromm Chicago-bascd CERE
Huotels tld sembers of the
oarmpuration s board last month.
CHRE Hotels said it's feasible

the island could support a luxory
resom with no more than 250
roams, an 8,00 0-square-foot
ballroom and neardy that much
additional mecting space, mul-
tiple foud and beverage options
and unobstructed oocess to the
bench,

Huwever, the consultants
wwarned at an April 26 corpora-
tion haard meeting, “the off-
seanon can maks it diffioali o
support a luxary property of
substontially Isrger size. Furth-
ery it can be difficult to retain
the skilled s1aif necessany for
the operation of a larger luxury
property.”

The whale operation would
depend an lecation, cos, de-
mamnd and timing, the consul-
tamts reported. Al of this s in
18 infarey,™ said CERE Hotels
managing dircctor Henry Staley.
“For o luxury product cver to be
on Hiltes Head, theee are many,
FAny, many' siops that wasald
have to be taken.™

RNaoww, with o clear answer
and moe cxact location wdentificd

SEE RESORT, TA
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I=land-bound traffic enters the dty limis of Hilton Head |sland at the base of the J, Wilton Graves Bridge on Memorial Day weekend last year.
Aduh, one of Hwe natkon's largest trmvel apencies and a car lalsbying group, B predicting 38 milkan peaple will travel for the holiday, the mast

snce Hs,

SUMMER TRAVEL

Road tripping returns this

In South Carolina

Currenily, The awvirage gas grice
i|_'|_|hr_: state i S04, L,u:!_mvraﬂ

THE LONG READ

‘BEASTS’ ROAR ON
PARRIS ISLAND

Farris lsland Manines
siquare off against one
another in a grueling —
and sweaty = test of
who's the best. 1€

LOWCOUNTRY LIFE

SPEND SOME
TIME WITH ALICE

The Beaufort Children®s
Theatre's production of
“Through the Looking
Glass” is armong this
weekend's delights. 3C

NATION

SO LONG, MORLEY,
AND THANK YOU

Mur]cy Saf:r, the veteran
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Smith chosen as director for DCIT

Fromm 2 cipirls

DARLINGTON Rabibbe
Smith will become the new di-
cector of the Dackington qu_dj
[stiguee of Technology, D
die Ingram, Darlington County
Schonl District superintendend,
anmouneed IINI-I:.: smith, who
most mecenty served as an as-
sistant E:llu‘ipa] &l Drarlington
Fligh 5

director Bert Guerry
W ane wril'u!i-knmd Flrbiae
b Jeading
: [ngram
sad. “He brings
eetensive  class
oo and admin-
istmtive skills 1o
i rode. Moast o
porianthy, howey-
er, he brings mew

a determination o ransferm
DCIT ineg a rabust showsase af
ar century leaming We look
forward to sreing what the next
yearr brings for DCIT and lor the
students of Darlington Counry”

During his education career,
Smith served as a high school
warher, eoacl, sldetic diree:
o7 and adminisiraoe He be
gan teaching social swdies and

ool will replace retiring - ideas, an exeiting approach, and - coacling in 1998 at York Com-

prehensive High Schaol in Yok,
el he comtinueed 1eaching and
coaching at Latta High Sel

In 2003, Smith joinced the stalf of
Darlington High School as a so.
cial studies wacher. During his
renure ar Darlingeon High, Smidh
also served as a driver eduecation
reaclser, head baseball coacl, in
wegim athbevic directon, teabook
coordinator, assistand  princk
pal and Ninth Grade Acmdemy

adminisi o

L am very excitec] abown this
apporunity,” Smith sald “Mr
Guerry and the outstanding
facudty and staff at DOIT have
worked very hard 1o develop col
lege- and caneer-peady studens
lor years. As we look to the fu-
tuwre, e will contine striving
10 create  innovators who are

Sk DCIT, Fagn S

The Byerly
Foundation

Community
nonprofits
can apply
for grants

From (et repaets

‘The Byesly Foundation has opened
the 2006-17 grant cycle and will be
bl ting, grant requests undil Juwe
lgc%n- board expects o announce
prant reciplents in September

Fralsddleibr il mivrinrindd o d el nii
Hamaner Time Parly was hald oa Exi College Svemse 1o
celebrate the repaving of that portion of Collepe Avenue.

Who is eligible?

As a private foundation, the Byerly
Foundation can make granis o qual-
iﬁ.'i:u.g 5001-C-3 argangeation and
cemtain other public, povernmenal
units The fourdation does not make

anls Lo indivicluaks, and il does not

nel any seholarship programs The
foundaton’s misston is to help make
Harsville one of the best comnmuni-
ties Tor living, working and raising
a [amly, an?ﬁﬂ of the grams mast
demonstrate a significant impact on
the: greater Hartsville commumity,

What Iz Involved
in the grant request?

The fest thing a grant orst lave is
the designation of being an eligible
orpganization. The nest would be a
program thal has a major foes on
Harrsville, andd the third thing would
be the amwount of the grant being -
questedd. The lﬁ}r-rlr o is focus-
ing on grants that can demonsirate
the potential for a lasting Impact on
the: community 1o improwe arcas in
edustion, sconemic dewlopment

Children
repaving of that partien of the street,

Party reminds communily Fast College is open during conslruction

enjoyed a varicty of games and autdoor activities during Friday's Hamamer Time: Parly on East Collepe Averue to celebaatn the

Time, featusing his pop's sccret chili Main Sined Elartsvlle that College Av-
revipe. enue, Pleise | was o begin Maech 7.

The mewly formed band. Sanctified, The release siated that aceess from Filth
featuring Bemjamin Johnson, Byan Me- - Steect woubd be cot off urtil around May
Cavy and Zeb Seneell, pecfinned. L3, 18 appears that work is taking a litde

[V ARTIE ARVIDSDN
A Bt st f e

A Hammer Time Party rocked East Col-
lepr Avenoe on Mai 13 1o shene teat all

and sockal needs. As the boaed memn- businesses on that block of Collepe Av- e communityenjoved a goodimeof  longer
biers review %;1;1.1 requests this year, enue are aecessible during the street re-  masie, food and games whilesecingthat Both city parking lois remain acees-
they will be looking for answers o paving. While the street is blocked af the  East College Avene businesses are open sible from Fourth Strect.

Fifth Steeet cmrance, it can be entered
from Fourth Sceeer,
In the parking lot, the city of Hartsville

Onee Phase | ois complete, (e other
half of dve read will be shut doswn so the
only access will be from Fifth Street,

fve basic dquestions. Those ques-
oS ae
What is the pregect the organica-

andl websaming cusiomers throwgh the
SiTeel COnsuCHon.
City Manager Natakie rigler said the

tiom is consicering and what will be anel Main Steeet Hantsville organized  bosinesses of Retrafit and Vintage, which — Again, beth parking lots will remain
irs impact an Harrsville? gamesand other activites for adulisand - panicipared in the event, corsidered ita accessible, Phase 2 involves meore aspliale

£ What kinds of sirsegies are be- children. SUCOPES =0 it Is not progected o be complete un-
iﬂgﬁlﬂﬂl‘ltﬂ o accomplish the goals Thee were Hula-Hoops, sandboees,  “We had a lot of families in attendance il sometime in September, according o
of the propram? breach balls, cornhalbe waand mare. that we chor't nommally see out which was  the Febmnpary oobimse.

Brad Windham inteoduced his “Han
Dogs” to the community a1 Hammer

2 Whan are the organization’s ca-
pabilities. for making the project
happen and delivering resalis?

Fac GRANTS, Fapafi

Eantastic,” Zeigler sa

In Pebruary, a notice went out from Seu PARTY, Fage 54
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{:hr_istian rapper opens
up in memaoir

Tweo-Lime Gramamy winnes
Lecrae opens up about child-
hoad abuse, ren-ins with the
law, struggles with drugs and
aleoholism, and doubts about
God's CRiSence im his new
memgir, *Unashamed.” DL

SPORTS

Area college teams
resume postseason

The SMC baseball team looks
to punch its ticket to the Juniar
Colbege World Sorics, while
the USC Upstate softball team
begins NCAA tournament play
in the Auburn Regional today.
Bl

CAMPAIGN 2016

Trump for spotlight

Donald Trump kept himself
planted firmly in the political
spotlight this week with one
headiine-grabbing meove after
anather. His likely general cleg-
tion-oppenent, Hillary Clinton,
spemed content to hang in the
background. &4

NATION & WORLD
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EGYPTAIR CRASH

56

SPARTANBURG, SOUTH CAROLINA

ournal

f GoUpstate gl @ GoUpstate

Terrorism suspected

By Maggie Michael, Elena
Becatores and Rapbael Satber
The Associated Pross

CATRO ~ An Egyptiirjetliner
en route from Paris to Cairg
with 66 people aboard veered
wildly in flight and crashed in
the Mediterranean Sea early
Thursday, authorities said.
Egyptian and Russian officials
said it may have been brought
down by berrorists,

There were no signs of
SUrVivors.

EgyptAir Flight 804, an
Adrbug Azzo with 56 passengers
and 10 crew members, went
down about halfway between
the Greek island of Crete and
Egypt's coastline, or around
175 miles offshore, after takeoff
from Charles de Gaulle Airpaort,
authorities said.

Greek Defense Minister Panos
Kammenos said the plane spun
all the way around and suddenly
lost altitude just before vanish-
ing from radar screens around
2:45 a.m. Cairo time {12:45 a.m.

GMT).

He said it made 2 90-degree
left turn, then a full 360 -degres
turn to the right, plummeting
from 38,000 to 15,000 feet, It
dizsappeared at about 10,000
feet, he sald. There were no
reports of stormy weather at
the time.

Egyptian and Greek authori-
ties in ships and planes searched
the suspected crash area
throughout the day for traces of
the airliner or its victims, with
more help on the way from the

115, Britain and France,

But as night fell, they had yet
tofind any confirmed debris, at
one point dismissing a reported
sighting of life vests and other
floating material.

Civil Aviation Minister Sherif
Fathi cautioned that the disas-
ter was still under investigation
but said the possibility it was a
terror attack “is higher than the
possibility of having a technical
failure. "

Alexander Bortnikowv, chief of

SEE PLANE, AT

By Eric Boymion
ericbeyminnishj.coem

GREER — Many vears ago
it wasn®t fashionable for
many musicians with their
acknowledged rowdy, all-
niglat lifestyles bo be lured inko
early mornings of heading out
for a long day of golf.

41f you talked about that
in the 19705, or 805, [ think
people would have looked at
you funny," said guitarist Mark
Hryan, a founding member of
Hoatie & The Blowfish. “RBut
it"s sort of snuck in there as
a favorite pastime for a lot of
musicians. Youhearalot of the
guys talk about playing while
being on tour, both country
and rock bands."

Bryan pointed to one of his
good friends in the hard -rock
band Shinedown — bassist
Eric Bass — as being a single-
digit handicapper who can
really swing the clubs. *He's
out there on the course with
earrings and his hair all over
the place, but he goes out and
stripes it."

The EMW Charity Pro-Am
has featured an array of musi-
cians over the yvears from

Musicians enjoy trading
in their guitars for golf clubs
I'h

———

AN | |
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B ETHICS REFORM

Independent
review steps
away from
being law

By SEANNA ADGOX
Associated Press

COLUMBIA — Com-
Tul:uinu g South Caredl-
nak legislators would be inde-
pendently ipvestigaed usdee
an cthics bill 1kat could reach
the finish line this scasion
affter four vears of debale,

If the Senate accepis
changes the Hlouse approved
Thursday on o 101-2 vafe,
ihe |rs|\lﬂl.i|'|:‘| wid] e bav L,
Nikki Haley’s desk

Semate Nedigiary Chairnsan
Larry Martin, B-Plckens, said
he's opriskis,

“It would be a huge step”
he sanl.

Otherwise. the differ-
ing verslons could head 1o
a compraniie conimities of
senators and House mem
hers.

Haley has insisted that
independent investigations
b part ol cthics reform simce
the House Eilbes Camenit-
tee clearcd her of allega-
tiens in 2012 that she lob
bled for employers while In
the Housc. Agreeing with
her former -(-:'lHl;‘:l:!;llri that
ihe slabe’ ethics laws are 1oo
vapse, she has ruihn! EVeE
simde o strengthen amd ddar-
ily themm.

Her cave prompbod Dheme-
crats and Republicans in both
chambers 1o declare cthics
reform a top prioddy. but beg-
islaiton has repeaiodiy stalled
inthe Senate.

See INDEPENDENT, page 44

M COROMER RACE

Murray seeks
Abbeville office

By MATTHEW HENSLEY
iR ama Com

Cassius Murray is a bilateral
anpusion, but buving no fod has
hardhy sloveod him cowm,

The M-wear-ohd Diamesritic
carsdidate for Abbwnville Counly
commcr has
passed the
Crimirel pu-
thor Acadenyy
and served
for more
than nine
years in law
enfoncement.
He's now a
sergeant in
the Greenwood County Peten
Rhon Cmier.

*[ hawe great exporience with
diffioult sinastion” Muorray said
“Twe overcame a dissbility in mey
Bfe — whuai m* ihink e a s
il 1 et e I not 3 i

Dunlap found not guilty

PHOTIOS B [SAAAN DOBINGLEZ | INSER- DURHAL
Quentico Dunlap was found not gulty Thursday in the hormecide trial of his 3monthold daughter, Takan Dodap, and was
with his father and brothers after the verdct, From left ane Thomas Dunbip, Quentco Darkap, Cedric Louden and Kobas
Leuden,

Jury: Father not respnnmble in daughter’s death

By DAMIAKN DOMINGUEE
ddominguesiindexjourmal.com

A jury heard testimony Thursday
from defense wilnesses and was faced
wills dheviding whetber Gueniticn Pan-
lap was respomsible for his 2month-old
daughters death.

Eighth Ciscuit Pablic Dufeprdir Panst-
<l Boden kol Peter Diehnel, & pealsatrd-
<ian from Mimnesota, up totesily

He sald he was being paid for his
expert teatinvony, and argued that preve
ars discoas who treated Takard Dun-
lap may have galten the caise of her
symiploms wrong- The bleeding inside
her skull, which cased d.tm:.len- b ke
bradi, abong with i hemoechaging in
her oyes may ot bave been caused by
“nan-accbdental head injaryl but by a
rare condihor

The condstlon, arterioversous. malfor.
TEEIE, SRes Sosnestiogs botwenn the
arteries amd velns insishe the skl and i
ey burst, it can cxuse lhe same bloed.
Ing Tokast wj\-cm-nml. b saniel.

“This Is the kird of sliuation where
s oherwise healchy adult can fall over
wilh this massiee blocding” be sid, "I
appecars s if that’s what happened hene?”

SAmee Takari had no injurges o the
Inmes o pscles i her necls it didai
apprar 1o Dehnsel as if the damage was
comised by shaking, as other doctors testi.
fial.

Dntaps mother and two siblings also
testifical tohis charscter — saying he wa
aheays atlentive and caring for Takarl
[tz Dunlap, Guenlicos mother, sald
she called himy the manig hefore
Takari was laken to the hospital,

=1 podd hdims e et ik p!'n}‘w o ke

—

Eighth Circust Pub'ic Deferder Janna Metson angued Thursday that inconsistent
testimomy and a weak iwestigation by lxw enforcement did nat provide enough
evidance bo comact Quentico Dunlap for the death of his 3month-old daughter,
Takari Dunlag.

linthe fa8 belly” she sadd. “She was just
talkirg, talking. talking”

In their ¢losing ststements, Nelion
and Eighth Circuit Solicitor David
Stamba maade theie cases o the iy,
Mekion argecd that the tevlimony from
[hehnel cast reasomable doubt on abe
ather doctors, and there were inooms-
tencics in witnesscs writlen statemnents
Al edtinaonies,

“The reason those stalements are all
cralted s because the state dogsalt wani
vou oo ahank that baby was okay when

il Jedt CQuzention,” she sald, “No onc
thought anyvibing was wrong with her
hecamine the babi wis ating like hahies
o Bi's onby here, 14 meonths later, that
we et Ui crafied atanemmeris,

Stumbe cafled Melson’s defense
“mieike and milgsors ol askad ihe jary
Lo gmestion Dichinels mvedical opinbon.

“The sole purpene for the defense 1
put ap D Db — whs s frome Min-
reewola of all places — b o gloud the
ey b sadid

Spe NOT GUILTY, poge 47

John de la Howe seeing personnel turnover

By AFIIEL GILHEA!'H

anl place the school umcker the sald

A T T e o

wire deciding the future of the

W SCLEGISLATURE
Lawmakers
seek help

for Stand
Your Ground
defense

By JEFFREY COLLING
Fosocialod Peeis
COLUMBIA — The South

Cazolina Supreme Courn is
aiking legnlators w help them
betler define the stale® “stand-
woulrgrourd " self-defense lane,
bt a o
of senalors
said Thurs:
day -thax
immcdiately
expanding
the law kni
the righs

vy todo i
A Senate SHANE

subcam- MASSEY

iaitiee decided not 1o visle an
a bill Thursday that would
shilt the bunden to prosecu.
lors Lo peewe Lhal thase whi
hanve Eilled sonacone were mot
in fear for their lives when
laiming self-defense and
alloaw am inslant appeal thal
could delay trials for years if
2 judpe males apsinst a defen-
dant. The bill passed the
Flouse 1060 in February:

“This is a bad idea,” said
Sin, Grig Hiembree, a Ropub-
lican who was a proscastor in
Haorey County.

Sepate Majority Leader
Shane Massey pointed out the
Supreme Court ruling from
Wednesday, which wpheld 2
Judpes determination that a
Charlestonr Counly woman
could claim self-defense
Im the stabbing of her boy-
Iriend while she was moving
her stufl o of the home she
wharad

The buytriend had pulled
Whitles Jones” hair and
dragged her in November
1012 belore things covled ol
enogh for her to gather her
Mlnng;'ng-u and lg,'.".'lb a knife
in gase he aliackod her agasin
Ax fomes Sook her wtull bo ber
<ar, Eric Lee grabbed her
shiaak, Ber aoud todd her thele
relatiomship was aver aml it
was her fault. She stabbed him
aace and watied for |'m|'=(a.-.
Fie dicd Tater at the hospital.
according 1o the Supreme
Cieart rulieg -

In ils | 7-page raling, the
Bupreme Courk ciled the
sometines contradictory or
incomplete poartions of the
stand-your-ground law, aml
asked Legislators 1o clarify
undesr what ciFcumstances
somcene can <laim sclf-
deferse AF they kil a strang.
er or somenne clee in their
homie, Theey alsn aikod them
to determine if all defensdanis
dessive o hearing on a gand:
aride-groiiand defense befose 3
trial car starl.

With cnly seven days lefl in

dbhe amans]l & croimble’s oz

|
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FLOREMCE — Afier months
of rnzl'llin't;. the Florerene {anlnl}'
Courcil voted Thuradsy 1o move
forward with an Improverment
slan for the | |i|'.l;:||-.-r;,g!.I T6 coridor
rn the Flarence ity [anits o

Highway T6 corridor in Florence County

Council spearheads improvement study

Francls Marlon Undversiog

The council 1|||;|||i|111,u.|t.'|:.' -
thorzid  Fhomenoe County Al
minkstrator BG. “Husty™ Sovith I
tonegedlate o contrct with Tooke
Dy lI'.rrm|:| [F1 :[lx[}' the =ec-
tion of B Palmsegioand present
OPLisIS O e the anga,

Smiiky said this siep is i bonst
theappearance and Rowclienlicy

Florence
School District
One reviews

revised budget

Y DEEORAH SWEARINGEN
L Hews

v gD e SwT oM

FLORENCE — Trustees of Flor-
ence Seloed District Oose lheard e
visions meade woothe 2006- 17 budge
Thursday evening after recomemen-
dations were male [l:nm]sri:lrip:l[t.
department heads and ohers at a
busdged retnean In bare April.

Recommendations included ad-
ditienal 1eachers af the clementary
schenls, added curriculum coordi-
nators, increased wchnology funds
iI:I|I:| BRI,

Iolen Thames, e disirict’s in-
Derim assisiant il‘.|!|’."l‘5‘|‘|l|’."|'l(|l’."l|| fox
finanece, said he had to reduce the
ol of generald fund money giv-
con for these requests from $E4 mil-
liem 1o approximately $1.1 milliomn,

“Weell, we donhave 1,'|1nugl1 man-
e 1o do it all, bait we've got endtigl
oo gt started,” sabd Ramdy Bridges,
district superintendent,

Creerdl, be saicd, he was ]:l|l,'il.'\-|.‘4|
wilth wlsar the district woeuld e able
o elo with the allocated money:

“Quite frankhy. | think this is agoed
swing at s of the things that we
chose o do last toee,” Bridges said.

The proposed budger for 2006-
17 has  expected  pevenue  of
SU4 L 166, 409,19,

A the  renreat, [Epresentalives
frem the clememiary schools re-
gueesied additional teaclers, aswell
as eaguicalde clvanges v ad miniscra-
tive staffs, This would mean cach
sclvel would have ot least one as.
sistant principal aml one curricu.
Tum eeondinator,

I don't think we're geing 10 get
close to I:q'illg able o put an as-
sistant principal amd a corriculum
conrdinator in every elementary
sclhool.” Bridges sabd,

Tl thee district will have enotgle
maney o canvert the four cue-
riculum coordinators a1 the langest
schds inko assistand Hi:llfipillx\,
T sanil. According o Hri.cilhm-\.. thene
are currenty eight curriculum
conrdinators i the clementary
Sl bms,

Secondary sclwools also requested
curriculum  coordinators at each
ik, .‘ug.tin. ISri:Ig{'-; said, the district
canngl afford this but will be able
o pravidie three for the six schools
Lo sharne,

Soane other changes to the bud-
get incleded a loss of 5238 249 in
employer fringe benefics. which is
a form of pay for the peformeance

of the East Palmctio cormidior, as
wiell as leave a favombde [irst im-
e ian for possilde investors,
“When  you have business
prospects come i and leave the
airgrort, that first impression isn
pood,” Senith =abd. “This is a coe
ridor enhancement o ensune
that Tuture devclpament socurs
in @ manner that is complemen-

wary o a sustainabbe futune for
B un,'m'i,'{:nltnl}'.'

Smdlh said e county fas ind
tated this plan but v will be a
collabomiive effort of the county
the city, MeLoddd Heahib, the Flor-
enee Regional Adrport and Fran.
cls Marlon Universio:

Ideas for the plan were started
iz Ll connly and cily beanmiesd

o CEnes

uplastyear in an effor o address
A1 CYESIG ihe same streich -
1he dikspidaved Falmsetio Inn. An
atlempt roabiain agrant 1o dean
uge the site falled and 1alks of an
o plany alistrict sprouted.

The swdy could evenslly
lead o an ondinance o zone

Seo COUNEIL Pape 34

Jabeil West performs during the Florence County Disabilitics Foundation talent show. West, aong with growp nrnbcf:.Kumn Davis and'Tm'l;:
Pringie, won the talent competition by dancing to the song "Use Ta Be My Girl™ iy The 0'fays.

Happiness abounds at Disabilities Foundation talent show

EY¥ DEBORAH SWEARINGEN
torsang R

a e ot o g s S e e e ]

FLOBENCE — Cheers erupt-
od across the Francis Marion Uni-
versitys Chapman Auditorium on
Thursday, and the srms of the [a-
Bril West, Keenan Davis ol Travis
Primgli shot fnco tee air in celela-
tory deligh,

Bnl;k'ing biack ousfits, colored
wesls, B Lies anel .‘\.l:l:uglas\.-.l.':i. the
irlo celebrated a firse-place win at
the 19th annual Flerence County
Disahilities Bumadztion “The Stars
Are O™ ralent show

“We just had to do what we had 1o
b, said West to fans alter the show,
It ok a lot of practice.”

I their frst and second perfor-
manceaf the day, the growp danced
io“Llse Ta e M:,'f'.irl' Ir_!."l'hl,' f]']:l'!.*:ﬁ.
A portion of e performance in.
cluded an appearance by several
women, who acied ouf the part of
“my girl.”

Unlike some of 1he other
competitors, West, Davis and Prin-
glrn:nnpl::wl carlier in the :In:,' 0]
wari A sl Bn e Gnal round of
SOmpeiLio.

Each Dwepartment of Special
Needs had B eam Labent shao FI:Ii-
or o Thorsdays competition, and
“The S1ars Are O™ was the finals
for the entire Pee Diee reglon, said
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