Earning a CDL leads to

life-changing opportunity

Lucinda Blend, a driver for Clemson Area Transit
(CATbus), was following her usual route through

Clemson University campus on January 19, 2018 when
she began to smell an electrical aroma in the bus. As
she reached for the radio to advise headquarters, a
passenger in the back of the bus yelled “Fire!”

Smoke and flames began pouring out of the engine
compartment in the rear of the bus, but there were no
flames inside the bus. Lucinda immediately pulled over and
opened the doors, then helped the passengers to evacuate.

Clemson University Fire and Emergency Medical
Services responded quickly to a call about the fire and
it was soon extinguished.

CATbus Executive Director Keith Moody said that
Lucinda followed her training perfectly. “She did an
awesome job, acting quickly and efficiently” in getting
the passengers off the bus. No-one was hurt.

Lucinda is a former VR consumer and the first to earn a
commercial driver's license (CDL) through a partnership
between VR's Anderson office and CATbus. She came to
the Anderson Training Center in early 2017, about two
months after the partnership had been discussed by Andy
Blondeau, Clemson Assistant City Administrator; Sonya
Holloway, CATbus Director of Training and Safety; Keith
Moody; and Steve Ackerman, VR Training Center Manager.

Through the partnership, VR provides intensive training
for consumers to receive their commercial learner's
permit (CLP), and then CATbus teaches them how to
drive a bus and pays for the CDL examination.

“We also teach them the pre-trip inspection,” says Linda
Gilbert, Job Preparedness Instructor, referring to the
procedure for inspecting a bus and its various systems
to ensure that it is working properly. This procedure is
also a significant part of the CDL exam. “We want them
ahead of the game when they get to CATbhus.”

Lucinda has physical limitations that make it difficult
for her to stand for long hours, so her VR team thought
that she would be a good candidate for the training.
She had never driven anything like a large bus, but she
was excited about the opportunity. As she studied and
trained for her CLP, staff worked with her to help build
her confidence.
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In August of 2017, Lucinda earned her CDL and

started her new career as a driver with CATbus, with

a good wage and benefits. Attaining her CDL and
becoming a driver has not only boosted her confidence
professionally, but it has helped her manage day-to-day
challenges with greater ease. She has purchased her own
car and works as an Uber driver to help supplement her
income during the slower summer months.

“She has really flourished,” says Ackerman. “This has
been life-changing for her.”

He adds that CATbus is a tremendous asset to VR.
Providing consumers with an opportunity to obtain a
CDL at no cost is a life changing experience that affords
them a competitive wage, good working environment
and benefits. It is also a career choice that provides
freedom and flexibility; consumers with a CDL have the
opportunity to become gainfully employed anywhere in
the state.

The success of the partnership with CATbus has led to
other businesses approaching VR to help with training
drivers for them, including a concrete company and the
City of Anderson.

Lucinda continues to grow in her job. CATbus operates
an articulating 62 foot long bus, affectionately called
the “Bendy Bus”, which she recently trained on and is
now driving.

She says that she is “over the moon ecstatic”” about
her job, and that she “couldn't have asked for a better
group of people to help me get here.”
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Aiken

855 York St. N.E.

Aiken, SC 29801
803-641-7630 (Office/TDD)
800-861-9410 (Toll free)

Anderson

3001 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

Anderson, SC 29625
864-224-6391 (Office/TDD)

Beaufort

747 Robert Smalls Parkway
Beaufort, SC 29906
843-522-1010 (Office/TDD)

Bennettsville

1029 SC-9

Bennettsville, SC 29512
843-479-8318 (Office/TDD)
800-849-4878 (Toll free)

Camden

15 Battleship Road Ext.
Camden, SC 29020
803-432-1068 (Office/TDD)
866-206-5280 (Toll free)

Clinton

22861 Highway 76 E
Clinton, SC 29325
864-984-6563 (Office/TTY)
866-443-0103 (Toll free)

Conway

3009 Fourth Avenue
Conway, SC 29527
843-248-2235 (Office/TTY)

Dillon

309 North First Avenue
Dillon, SC 29536
843-774-3691 (Office)

Florence

1947 West Darlington Street

Florence, SC 29501
843-662-8114 (Office/TTY)

Gaffney

364 Huntington Road
Gaffney, SC 29341
864-489-9954 (Office/TTY)
866-451-1481 (Toll free)

Georgetown

1777 N. Fraser Street
Georgetown, SC 29440
843-546-2595 (Office/TTY)

Greenville

105 Parkins Mill Road
Greenville, SC 29607
864-297-3066 (Office/TDD)

Greenwood

2345 Highway 72/221 E
Greenwood, SC 29649
864-229-5827 (Office/TDD)
866-443-0162 (Toll free)

Hartsville

2413 Stadium Road
Hartsville, SC 29550
843-332-2262 (Office/TTY)

Jonesville

131 North Main Street
Jonesville, SC 29353
864-475-5000 (Office/TTY)

Lancaster

1150 Roddey Drive
Lancaster, SC 29720
803-285-6909 (Office/TDD)

Lyman

180 Groce Road

Lyman, SC 29365
864-249-8030 (Office/TDD)
888-322-9391 (Toll free)

Monks Corner

2954 S. Live Oak Drive
Moncks Corner, SC 29461
843-761-6036 (Office/TDD)
866-297-6808 (Toll free)

Newberry

2601 Evans Street
Newberry, SC 29108
803-276-8438 (Office/TTY)

North Charleston

4360 Dorchester Road
North Charleston, SC 29405
843-740-1600 (Office/TDD)

Orangeburg

1661 Joe S. Jeffords Hwy S.E.

Orangeburg, SC 29115
803-534-4939 (Office/TDD)

Richland (main)

516 Percival Road
Columbia, SC 29206
803-782-4239 (Office/TDD)
866-206-5280 (Toll free)

Richland (downtown)
1430-A Confederate Avenue
Columbia, SC 29202
803-898-8866 (Office)

Richland (training center)
201 Corporate Park Boulevard

Columbia, SC 29223
803-691-8284 (Office)

Rock Hill

1020 Heckle Blvd.

Rock Hill, SC 29732
803-327-7106 (Office/TDD)

Seneca

1951 Wells Highway
Seneca, SC 29678
864-882-6669 (Office/TDD)
866-313-0082 (Toll free)

Spartanburg

353 S. Church Street
Spartanburg, SC 29306
864-585-3693 (Office/TTY)
866-451-1480 (Toll free)

Sumter

1760 North Main Street
Sumter, SC 29153
803-469-2960 (Office/TTY)

Walterboro

919 Thunderbolt Drive
Walterboro, SC 29488
843-538-3116 (Office/TDD)
888-577-3549 (Toll free)

West Columbia

1330 Boston Ave.

West Columbia, SC 29170
803-896-6333 (Office/TDD)
866-206-5184 (Toll free)

Williamsburg (main)

405 Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue
Kingstree, SC 29556

843-354-5252 (Office)

Williamsburg (training center)
683 Nelson Boulevard

Kingstree, SC 29556

843-355-2351 (Office)
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