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NOTABLE & QUOTABLE
The Charleston Post and 

Courier discusses "Haley’s 
fondest farewell.’’

During her seventh and 
final State of the State address 
Wednesday, S.C. Gov. Nikki 
Haley reflected on some of the 
most significant achievements 
made during her tenure —  
new jobs, new industry, fiscal 
caution, ethics reform and a 
heightened focus on public ed­
ucation.

Certainly she deserves cred­
it for those accomplishments 
and for dealing effectively 
with several crises that could 
have been much worse with­
out her able leadership, in­
cluding the shooting deaths at 
Emanuel AME Church, floods 
and winter storms, a hurri­
cane and a state divided over 
the Confederate flag. And she 
did so with grace and 
strength.

Gov. Haley, who is expected 
to become the U.S. ambassa­
dor to the U.N. as selected by 
President-elect Donald 
Trump, will step down should 
that happen and Lt. Gov.
Henry McMaster will become 
governor. He will have a lot to 
do to continue her initiatives 
and fill in some gaps.

The main theme of her 
goodbye speech was that she 
loves South Carolina and its 
people and that they are the 
real reason for the state’s suc­
cesses. It seems that South 
Carolina residents appreciate 
her, too, and with good reason.

She has made a real differ­
ence in South Carolina and in 
doing so, she has made her 
state proud.

* • »
Sen. Thomas McElveen o f  

Sumter did a superb job  
Wednesday night in the Demo­
cratic response to Gov. Haley’s 
State o f the State address. Here 
are some excerpts:

We know all too well what 
needs to be done in South Car­
olina to ensure future pros­
perity and competitiveness in 
a global economy. We know 
what our responsibilities are 
to the worki ng men and 
women of this state, to their 
families, and to the next gen­
eration of South Carolinians. 
For too long we have failed to 
summon the will and the 
courage to work together to 
turn our challenges into op­
portunities by fixing what’s 
broken in our state.

The people of our state de­
serve branches of government 
that are committed to working 
together to make every day 
challenges easier for every 
day South Carolinians. It’s 
time for all of us to put those 
folks first - before partisan 
rhetoric, before partisan poli­
tics, before partisan bickering, 
and before self-preservation. 
It’s time for us to do what’s 
right, and to do it with a sense 
of urgency that our leaders 
have failed to execute for well 
over a decade.

First and foremost, the peo­
ple of South Carolina demand 
honesty and integrity from 
the public officials who have 
been given the public’s trust 
to solve our biggest challeng­
es and to move this state in 
the right direction. What they 
don’t deserve is a cloud of 
corruption charges and far 
too many instances where 
public trust has been violated 
in exchange for personal gain 
among the people who are 
charged with running this 
state. It’s a cloud that we 
must shake in order to re­

store the people’s trust in our 
state government.

In what has too often been 
a vitriolic political climate in 
our country -  and even in 
our state at times -  we have 
proven that we are capable 
of setting a different tone in

South Carolina, and now we 
must continue in that same 
vein. We have achieved our 
greatest successes when we 
have worked together, and 
our greatest successes have 
come when we’ve had leader­
ship focused on good results 
for our state combined with 
the w ill to collaborate. I be­
lieve that’s what our fellow 
South Carolinians want, and 
it’s what they deserve from 
us.

• * *
In "The Trump Russia 

Files, ”  Dan Henninger o f The 
Wall Street Journal writes,
“Thepresident-elect’s interreg­
num turns into a media circus 
damaging everyone."

A  standard journalistic de­
fense for publishing, or re­
porting on, the sort of thing 
BuzzFeed put on the web 
Tuesday night about Donald 
Trump’s alleged compromise 
by the Russians is that “the 
people” ultimately will sort it 
all out. You could say the 
same thing about tornadoes.

Conventional wisdom after 
the election held that the 
media had been chastened by 
its coverage of the campaign, 
that it had learned to be more 
careful about separating facts 
from the media bubble.

The past week’s news, if one 
still can call it that, was book- 
ended by two Trump files. The 
first was the intelligence com­
munity report that Russia’s 
hack of the presidential elec­
tion favored Mr. Trump. The 
second was a salacious opposi­
tion-research file on Mr. 
Thump published by 
BuzzFeed, which says it is 
about “trending buzz.” Below 
the site’s Trump-in-Russia sto­
ries Wednesday sat, “Lauren 
Conrad Just Posted The Most 
Adorable Photo Of Her Baby 
Bum p”

No one has learned any-
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thing.
When people played on real 

pinball machines, everyone 
knew that if  you banged on 
the machine too hard, it would 
lock up. It would “tilt.” Be­
cause so many once-respected 
institutions are behaving so 
badly, the American system is 
getting close to tilt.

The interregnum between 
the election result and next 
week’s inauguration has be­
come a wild, destructive cir­

cus, damaging the reputation 
and public standing of every­
one performing in it, includ­
ing Donald Trump.

Trumpians will resist that 
thought, but they should be 
concerned at their diminish­
ing numbers. Quinnipiac’s 
poll this week puts Mr. 
Trump’s approval rating at 
37%. Building in even an ex­
pansive margin for error, this 
is an astonishing low for a

president-elect.
Mr. Trump routinely mocks

the “dishonest media.” He has 
a point, but dishonesty isn’t 
the problem. The internet, 
media’s addictive drug, is the 
problem. Whatever publica­
tion standards existed before 
the web are eroding.

Notable &  Quotable is com­
piled by Graham Osteen. Con­
tact him at graham@theitem. 

com.

County: Sumter

67039-01-13_a11001.pdf

Page: 2



SC0148

newz
grpup Title: H aley: G overnorship  h a s  equipped her f or UN

Author: The Associated P ress

Size: 64.94 column inches

Florence, S C  Circulation: 35092

T h e  M o r n in g  N e w s

Publication Date: 01/12/2017 P ag e  Number: a3

Haley: Governorship has equipped her for UN
The Associated Press

COLUMBIA —  South 
Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley 
says dealing with lawmak­
ers and serving as the state’s 
healer-in-chief through 
deadly natural disasters, 
a shooting massacre and 
other crises have equipped 
her for the role of United 
Nations ambassador.

“Everything I've done 
leading up to this point 
has always been about di­
plomacy,” the conservative 
Republican told reporters 
Monday. “It’s been about 
trying to lift up everyone
—  getting them to work to­
gether for the greater good
—  and that’s what I’m go­
ing to attempt to do going 
forward.”

The South Carolina-born 
daughter of Indian immi­
grants, Haley at 38 became 
the nation’s youngest gov­
ernor in January 2011 and 
was easily re-elected in 
2014. She turns 45 on In­
auguration Day, two days 
before Senate confirma­
tion hearings begin on her 
nomination by President­
elect Donald Trump.

Though known nation­
ally as a conciliator, Haley's 
relationship with South 
Carolina’s GOP-controBed 
Legislature has been more 
contentious than conge­
nial over her tenure.

For one, she’s never shied 
from publicly bashing 
those she disagrees with. 
Amid a 2015 debate on road 
funding, she told a group of 
real estate agents to “take a 
good shower” after leaving 
tide Statehouse, prompting

House Speaker Jay Lucas to 
declare people expect bet­
ter of their public officials, 
“not middle school insults 
that serve no purpose.”

And like Trump, she fre­
quently uses social media 
to criticize, She defended 
his T\vitter use against 
those who call that un­
presidential, adding “I un­
derstand why he does it.”

"They said that wasn’t 
a way I should be gover­
nor,” she said of her Face­
book posts, noting those 
helped her e ven to derail a 
bid by lawmakers to bud­
get fiiemselves a pay raise. 
“Anything happening in

the state, that was my way 
of communicating with the 
public."

While Haley lacks foreign 
policy credentials, she can 
communicate, wooing 
business to her state by lob­
bying corporations and for­
eign governments. She also 
relishes the national spot­
light, having addressed the 
Republican National Con­
vention in 2012 and deliv­
ered the GOP response to 
President Barack Obama’s 
last State of the Union ad­
dress in 2016 —  with some 
feisty jabs. Also in 2012, she 
promoted a memoir with a 
national book tour —  and 
glamour shots in Vogue 
magazine.

Yet if  confirmed, Haley 
will leave the governor­
ship at perhaps the pin­
nacle, term-limited with 
two years left —  and likely 
rocky ones at that.

While Haley appeared in 
line to become chairman 
of the Republican Gover­
nors Association her final 
year in office, the agenda of 
an increasingly lame duck 
governor was likely to be ig­
nored by state lawmakers.

Last year, she made a 
largely unsuccessful push 
to defeat GOP legislators 
she opposes and lost a key 
state Senate ally she did en­

dorse. Her political group 
spent more than $1 mil­
lion in the anti-incumbent 
effort, but Haley’s targets 
are now leading the state 
Senate's two most powerful 
committees and the cham­
ber itself.

At home, her legacy cen­
ters largely on her leader­
ship in ousting the Confed­
erate flag from Statehouse 
grounds after a June 2015 
massacre at a historic 
black church in Charies- 
ton. Dylann Roof, the 
white gunman sentenced 
to death Tuesday, could be 
seen in photos brandishing 
the rebel flag. Instead of 
sparking the race war Roof 
wanted, the killing of nine 
blacks kindled consensus 
that the divisive symbol 
had to go.

Haley said the shooting 
made her realize that where

many saw a flag symboliz­
ing ancestors’ sacrifices in. 
the Civil War, many others 
saw a sym bol of hate.

“South Carolinians had 
the chance to put them­
selves in other people’s 
shoes, and they had a

chance to see there was a 
hurtful symbol that had 
been hijacked by a mur­
derer,” she said Monday. 
“We moved forward."

Haley also led South 
Carolina through a white 
police officer's shooting of 
a black motorist, captured 
on dramatic cellphone vid­
eo. No riots followed, even 
after the officer’s murder 
trial deadlocked. A  retrial 
is planned. Haley also led 
through devastating 2015 
floods and Hurricane Mat­
thew’s 2016 landfall.

“Being able to hold peo­
ple together a n d ... remind 
them of what we’re capable 
of —  those are all things 
you realize over time make 
you stronger and make you 
wiser,” she said. “So I don’t 
know what it takes to be 
U.N. ambassador. I know 
that-1 will do everything I 
need to make sure I make 
the people of this country 
proud.”

Haley had her own pub­
lic spats with Trump dur­
ing the primaries. But she 
said both freely speak their 
minds and she gladly ac­
cepted the U.N. post when 
offered.

“Whenever I saw some­
thing wrong, I called him 
out on it just like I do ev­
erybody else,” she said. “He 
knows that I’ll speak my 
piece, and he speaks his 
piece, so we have a respect 
about each other. Above 
all things, when the presi­
dent-elect calls and asks 
you to serve your country, 
you don't say no to that.”
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. . l - t  ASSOC ATEO PRESS
South Carolina Gov. NBtki Haley speaks Monday to a reporter 
in Columbia.
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SoiMtfh. C arolin a
Lieutenant governor 
post to be decided by 
state Supreme Court

The Associated Press

COLUMBIA —  The 
South Carolina Supreme 
Court has agreed to re­
solve questions over how 
the lieutenant governor’s 
office will be filled if Gov. 
Nikki Haley becomes 
U.N. ambassador.

The. state's high court 
on Wednesday accepted 
Sen. Tom Davis’ request 
to take the case directly. 
Justices will hear argu­
ments next Wednesday 
afternoon —  the same 
day Haley’s confirmation 
process begins.

Davis says the ruling 
means justices are “de­
termined not to leave us 
without a road map when 
the vacancy occurs.” The 
Beaufort Republican 
asked them last month 
to settle a discrepancy on 
whether a constitutional 
amendment changing 
the lines of succession is 
in effect.

If it is, Lt. Gov. Henry 
McMaster could pick his 
replacement, allowing 
Senate President Pro Tem 
Hugh Leatherman to 
easily keep his powerful 
leadership p ost
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Haley says goodbye, thanks residents for changing SC’s image
The Associated Press

COLUMBIA —  Gov. Nikki 
Haley used her State o f the State 
address Wednesday to say good­
bye to South Carolinians and a 
job she calls "the greatest honor 
of my life."

Haley thanked residents,

whom she called both the state’s 
strength and hers, for changing 
the way the world perceives the 
state she loves. Her goal was al­
ways to better the state’s image 
from being the punchline of 
late-night jokes, and the "people

of South Carolina accomplished 
the highest aspiration I had for

our state all on their own.”
They did it, she said, through 

their response to the 2015 "hate- 
filled atrocity” of nine people 
killed in a Charleston church, 
an unarmed motorist killed by 
a North Charleston officer, nat­
ural disasters and other crisis 
during her tenure.

“They did it by displaying for 
all to see the power of faith, of 
kindness, and of forgiveness.

They did it by stepping up to 
every challenge, through every 
tragedy, every time,” she said. 
“And in so doing the people 
of South Carolina changed our 
image in a way no piece of leg­

islation or shift in policy or job 
announcement could have ever 
accomplished,”

She did cite those job num­
bers — touting 85,613 jobs an­
nounced during her tenure 
across each of the state’s 46

See HALEY, Page 3A

Haley
From Rage 1A

counties, helping bring 
the unemployment 
rate from 11.1 percent 
in January 2011, her 
first month of office, to 
4.4 percent.

But she thanked “Team 
South Carolina” for mak­
ing that happen, saying 
local leaders stopped 
thinking regionally 
and competing against 
each other to work with 
state leaders and pres­
ent a united front to lure 
companies to the state 
and expand existing 
ones.

“Team South Carolina is 
a very real thing. And it is 
no wonder they now call 
us, which I love, the "beast 
of the Southeast,” she said 
in her 27-minute speech.

The shorter-than-nor-

mal speech was free of 
rancor and recommen­
dations.

“Gov. Haley has been a 
great cheerleader for the 
state,” said Senate Major­
ity Leader Shane Massey, 
R-Edgefield. “We’ve got a 
great reputation around 
the country now. I think a 
lot of that is attributable 
to Nikki Haley.”

Critics noted she did not 
address the Legislature’s 
top priorities of shor­
ing up the state pension 
system and fixing South 
Carolina’s roads. Legis­
lators have said Haley’s 
yearslong pledge to veto 
a gas tax increase have 
stymied efforts to find a 
solution.
“Primarily the gover­

nor just said ‘bye,’” said

Democratic Sen. Margie 
Bright Matthews. “I was 
looking for a little bit 
more by way of, where do 
we go from here?" .

The confirmation pro­
cess for Haley, President­
elect Donald Trump’s 
pick for U.N. ambas­
sador, starts next week. 
She noted her 15-year- 
old son, Nalin, wasn’t 
attending because he's 
already in New York 
“getting used to his new 
school.”

The only advice Haley 
offered her would-be 
successor, Lt. Gov. Henry 
McMaster, came from 
the lyrics of one of her 
favorite rockers, Joan 
Jett: “Just be yourself and 
everything will fall in 
line.”

Legislators say they’re

eager for McMaster, a 
staple of South Carolina 
Republican politics for 
decades, to take the helm, 
expecting him to take a 
congenial approach to 
working with legislators. 
Haley, who’s not hesitated 
to publicly bash anyone 
she disagrees with, said 
it’s been amusing to read 
the comparisons.

"Here are two things I 
know for certain we have 
always shared: A love 
of South Carolina and a 
love of music,” she told 
a beaming McMaster, 
who was sitting next to 
her. "Your love of South 
Carolina gives me great 
comfort, as I know you 
cherish our state and its 
people, and I know you'll 
take care of them.”
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Governor honors Clemson 
University National 
Football Champions

Governor Nikki Haley 
ordered a Clemson Uni­
versity' flag to be flown over 
the Statehouse on Tuesday, 
Januaiy 10, in honor of the 
Tigers' national football 
championship.

T in  a proud Clemson 
alum, fm  a proud gover­
nor, and I'm a proud South 
Carolinian/ the governor 
said. "Clemson showed 
their heart and humil­
ity throughout the entire

season, and in an unfor­
gettable national cham­
pionship victory,, they re­

minded us that, with faith 
and hard work, anything is 
possible. That's what de­
fines South Carolina/'

Previous national cham­
pionship teams honored 
with flags flown over 
the Statehouse include; 
Clemson University foot­
ball (1981), University of 
South Carolina baseball 
(2010, 2011) and Coastal 
Carolina University base­
ball (2016). ’ .
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Haley reflects on U.N. job, state

County: Sumter

crises and lessons in
COLUMBIA (AP) —  South 

Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley 
says dealing with lawmakers 
and serving as the state’s 
healer-in-chief through dead­
ly natural disasters, a shoot­
ing massacre and other crises 
have equipped her for the role 
of United Nations ambassa­
dor.

“Everything I’ve done lead­
ing up to this point has always

been about diplo­
macy,” the con­
servative Repub­
lican told report­
ers Monday. “It’s 
been about try­
ing to lift up ev­
eryone —  getting 
them to work to­
gether for the

greater good —  and that’s 
what I’m going to attempt to 
do going forward.”

The South Carolina-born 
daughter of Indian immi­
grants, Haley at 38 became the 
nation’s youngest governor in 
January 2011 and was easily 
re-elected in 2014. She turns 
45 on Inauguration Day, two 
days before Senate confirma­
tion hearings begin on her 
nomination by President-elect 
Donald Trump,

Though known nationally 
as a conciliator, Haley’s rela­
tionship with South Caroli­
na’s GOP-controlled Legisla­
ture has been more conten­
tious than congenial over her 
tenure.

For one, she’s never shied 
from publicly bashing those 
she disagrees with. Amid a 
2015 debate on road funding, 
she told a group of real estate 
agents to “take a good show­
er” after leaving the State­
house, prompting House

Speaker Jay Lucas to declare 
people expect better of their 
public officials, “not middle 
school insults that serve no 
purpose.”

And like Trump, she fre­
quently uses social media to 
criticize. She defended his 
Twitter use against those who 
call that un-presidential, add­
ing “I understand why he does 
it.”

“They said that wasn’t a 
way I should be governor,” 
she said of her Facebook 
posts, noting those helped her 
even to derail a bid by law­
makers to budget themselves 
a  pay raise. “ Anything hap­
pening in the state, that was 
my way of communicating 
with the public.”

While Haley lacks foreign 
policy credentials, she can 
communicate, wooing busi­
ness to her state by lobbying 
corporations and foreign gov­
ernments. She also relishes 
the national spotlight, having

addressed the Republican Na­
tional Convention in 2012 and 
delivered the GOP response to 
President Obama’s last State 
of the Union address in 2016
—  with some feisty jabs. Also 
in 2012, she promoted a mem­
oir with a national book tour
—  and glamour shots in 
Vogue magazine.

Yet if confirmed, Haley will 
leave the governorship at per­
haps the pinnacle, term-limit­
ed with two years left —  and 
likely rocky ones at that.

While Haley appeared in 
line to become chairman of 
the Republican Governors As­
sociation her final year in of­
fice, the agenda of an increas­
ingly lame duck governor was

diplomacy
likely to he ignored by state 
lawmakers.

Last year, she made a large­
ly unsuccessful push to defeat 
GOP legislators she opposes 
and lost a key state Senate 
ally she did endorse. Her po­
litical group spent more than 
$1 million in the anti-incum­
bent effort, but Haley’s targets 
are now leading the state Sen­
ate’s two most powerful com­
mittees and the chamber it­
self.

At home, her legacy centers 
largely on her leadership in 
ousting the Confederate flag 
from Statehouse grounds after 
a June 2015 massacre at a his­
toric black church in Charles­
ton. Dylann Roof, the white 
gunman sentenced to death 
Tuesday, could be seen in pho­
tos brandishing the rebel flag. 
Instead of sparking the race 
war Roof wanted, the killing 
of nine blacks kindled consen­
sus that the divisive symbol 
had to go.

Haley said the shooting 
made her realize that where 
many saw a flag symbolizing 
ancestors' sacrifices in the 
Civil War, many others saw a 
symbol of hate.

“South Carolinians had the 
chance to put themselves in 
other people’s shoes, and they 
had a chance to see there was 
a hurtful symbol that had 
been hijacked by a murderer,” 
she said Monday, “We moved 
forward.”

Haley also led South Caroli­
na through a white police offi­
cer’s shooting of a black mo­
torist, captured on dramatic 
cellphone video. No riots fol­
lowed, even after the officer’s 
murder trial deadlocked. A  re­
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trial is planned. Haley also led 
through devastating 2015 
floods and Hurricane Mat­
thew’s 2016 landfall.

“Being able to hold people 
together and ... remind them 
of what we’re capable of —  
those are all things you real ­
ize over time make you stro n­
ger and make you wiser,” she 
said. “So I don’t know what it

takes to be U.N. ambassador. I 
know that I will do everything 
I need to make sure I make 
the people of this country 
proud.”

Haley had her own public 
spats with Trump during the 
primaries. But she said both 
freely speak their minds and 
she gladly accepted the U.N. 
post when offered.

“Whenever I saw something 
wrong, I called him out on it 
just like I do everybody else,” 
she said. “He knows that I’ll, 
speak my peace, and he 
speaks his peace, so we have a 
respect about each other. 
Above all things, when the 
president-elect calls and asks 
you to serve your country, you 
don’t say no to that.”

HALEY
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Sen. McElveen
says bipartisan 
solution needed
BYJIM HILLEY
jim@theitem.com

Sen. Thomas McElveen, D-Sumter, delivered 
the Democratic response to Wednesday’s State 
of the State Address by Gov. Nikki Haley.

In his response, McElveen said state lead­
ers are aware of the state’s most pressing 
problems, but he said that partisanship need­
ed to be put aside so solutions can be

reached.
“We know all too well what 

needs to be done in South Caroli­
na to ensure future prosperity and 
competitiveness in a global econo­
my,” McElveen said. “We know 
what our responsibilities are.”

However, he said state leaders 
have not worked

----- -— .....— .....  .. together to turn
> challenges into op­
> portunities.
1 McElveen

thanked Gov.
.. _ .............  Haley for her ser­

vice and wished
her luck in her position as U.S. Ambassador 
to the United Nations.

He then returned to his call for more coop­
eration in the branches of South Carolina 
government.

“It’s time for us to do what’s right, and to 
do it with a sense of urgency that our leaders 
have failed to execute for well over a decade,” 
McElveen said.

McElveen, considered a rising star in the 
South Carolina Democratic Party, said the 
people of the state deserve honesty and in­
tegrity from public officials.

“What they don’t deserve is a cloud of cor­
ruption charges and far too many instances

SEE MCELVEEN, RAGE A10

To read Sen. McElveen 
and Gov. Haley's 
speeches, go to  
www.theitem.com.

MCELVEEN FROM PAGE /
where public trust has been violated,” 
he said. “It’s a cloud that we must 
shake in order to restore the people’s 
trust in our state governm ent”

McElveen called the state’s trans­
portation system the biggest long-term 
problem the state faces.

“It’s the issue that everyone is aware 
of, but also the task that’s been long 
ignored and denied the attention and 
the effort that it demands,” he said.

“We must solve this problem in a 
manner that not only restores the 
highways and roads that lead to our 
larger cities and urban areas, but in a 
way that also lends the same support 
to the rural communities,” McElveen 
said.

McElveen compared the state’s in­
frastructure problems to a leaky roof.

“Repairing a leaking roof today is a 
much less expensive fix than the dam-

County: Sumter

age to your house, which will occur

when the problem is put off,” he said. 
“The same is true of South Carolina 
roadways in all parts of our state.”

The problem will only grow worse 
unless it is adequately addressed, he 
said, and he called on the General As­
sembly and the new governor to find a 
stream of revenue dedicated to restor­
ing, improving and maintaining the 
state’s infrastructure.

“Our reputation as a wonderful 
place to do business will inevitably 
rise or fall in proportion to our will­
ingness to take care of our infrastruc­
ture,” McElveen said.

The Sumter senator credited the Gen­
eral Assembly for creating better educa­
tional outcomes through investments in 
4-K early childhood programs, but said 
much more had to be done.

“Our State Supreme Court ruled that

we must come up with a more equita­
ble manner of supporting public edu­

cation so that a child living anywhere 
in South Carolina doesn’t immediately 
find herself disadvantaged when it 
comes to access to educational oppor­
tunities just because of where she was 
born and raised,” McElveen said.

He also called on the state to put 
more emphasis on public health.

“South Carolina Democrats support 
a health care system that will allow 
people in every corner of the state not 
only to have access to treatment and 
to medical care for themselves and 
their loved ones, but also access to ed­
ucation on lifestyles conducive to 
healthier outcomes,” McElveen said.

When he turned to pension reform 
he said, it should not unfairly burden 
the state’s employees.

“We must articulate a fair and equi­
Page: 1
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table solution to this pension dilem­
ma, so that the promises that were 
made to the men and women who 
work for the State of South Carolina 
can be kept,” he said.

McElveen said the Palmetto State
has achieved its greatest successes 
when people have worked together.

“Our greatest successes have come 
when we’ve had leadership focused on

good results for our state combined 
with the will to collaborate,” he said.
“I believe that’s what our fellow South 
Carolinians want, and it’s what they 
deserve from us.”

He said many South Carolinians 
have become frustrated with state gov­
ernment.

McElveen’s response is among the 
senator’s first forays onto a statewide 
political stage.

State Democratic Party Chair Jaime 
Harrison called McElveen, who is be­
ginning his second four-year term, an 
“exemplary public servant who has 
earned the support and trust of his 
constituents.”

“I look forward to hearing him lay 
out the Democratic vision for a better 
South Carolina for all, and I look for­
ward to working with him to turn that 
vision into a reality,” Harrison said.

MCELVEEN
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State of the State addressHaley bids farewell, thanks citizens for changing S.C’s image
BYSEANNA ADCOX
The Associated Press

COLUMBIA —  Gov. Nikki Haley 
used her State of the State address 
Wednesday to say goodbye to South 
Carolinians and a job she calls “the 
greatest honor of my life.”

Haley thanked residents, who she 
called both the state’s strength and 
hers, for changing the way the 
world perceives the state she loves. 
Her goal was always to better the 
state’s image from being the punch­
line of late-night jokes, and the 
“people of South Carolina accom­
plished the highest aspiration I had 
for our state all on their own.”

They did it, she said, through 
their response to the 2015 “hate- 
filled atrocity” of nine people 
killed in a Charleston church, an 
unarmed motorist killed by a 
North Charleston officer, natural

HALEY FROM PAGE A1
R-Edgefield. “We’ve got a 
great reputation around the 
country now. I think a lot of 
that is attributable to Nikki 
Haley.”

Critics noted she did not 
address the Legislature’s top 
priorities of shoring up the 
state pension system and fix­
ing South Carolina’s roads. 
Legislators have said Haley’s 
yearslong pledge to veto a 
gas tax increase have sty­
mied efforts to find a solu­
tion.

“Primarily the governor 
just said ‘bye,’” said Demo­
cratic Sen, Margie Bright Mat­
thews. “I was looking for a lit­
tle bit more by way of, where

disasters and other crisis during 
her tenure.

“They did it by displaying for all 
to see the power of faith, of kind­
ness, and of forgiveness. They did it 
by stepping up to every challenge, 
through every tragedy, every time,” 
she said. “And in so doing, the peo­
ple of South Carolina changed our 
image in a way no piece of legisla­
tion or shift in policy or job an­
nouncement could have ever ac­
complished.”

She did cite those job numbers —  
touting 85,613 jobs announced dur­
ing her tenure across each of the 
state’s 46 counties, helping bring 
the unemployment rate from 11.1 
percent in January 2011, her first 
month of office, to 4.4 percent.

But she thanked “Team South

do we go from here?”
The confirmation process

for Haley, President-elect Don­
ald Trump’s pick for U.N. am­
bassador, starts next week.
She noted her 15-year-old son, 
Nalin, wasn’t attending be­
cause he’s already in New 
York “getting used to his new 
school.”

The only advice Haley of­
fered her would-be successor, 
Lt. Gov. Henry McMaster, 
came from the lyrics of one of 
her favorite rockers, Joan 
Jett: “Just be yourself and ev­
erything will fall in line.”

Legislators say they’re 
eager for McMaster, a staple 
of South Carolina Republican

Carolina” for making that happen, 
saying local leaders stopped think­
ing regionally and competing 
against each other to work with 
state leaders and present a united 
front to lure companies to the state 
and expand existing ones.

“Team South Carolina is a very 
real thing. And it is no wonder they 
now call us, which I love, the “beast
of the Southeast,” she said in her 
27-minute speech.

The shorter-than-normal speech 
was free of rancor and recommen­
dations.

“Gov. Haley has been a great 
cheerleader for the state,” said Sen­
ate Majority Leader Shane Massey,

SEE HALEY, PAGE A10

politics for decades, to take

the helm, expecting him to 
take a congenial approach to 
working with legislators. 
Haley, who's not hesitated to 
publicly bash anyone she dis­
agrees with, said it’s been 
amusing to read the compari­
sons.

“Here are two things I know 
for certain we have always 
shared: A  love of South Caro­
lina and a love of music,” she 
told a beaming McMaster, 
who was sitting next to her. 
“Your love of South Carolina 
gives me great comfort, as I 
know you cherish our state 
and Its people, and I know 
you’ll take care of them,”

County: Sumter
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South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley, with Lt. Gov. Henry McMaster, right, delivers the 
State of the State address Wednesday night at the state Capitol in Columbia.
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Gov. Haley honors the ‘Kings of College FootballTiger flag flies atop Statehouse Dome
COLUMBIA, S.C. - Gov. Nikki Haley ordered a Clemson University flag be flown over the 

Statehouse on Tuesday, Jan. 10, in honor of the Tigers’ national football championship.
“I’m a proud Clemson alum, I’m a proud governor, and I'm a proud South Carolinian, the 

governor said. “Clemson showed their heart and humility throughout the entire season, and in an 
unforgettable national championship victory, they reminded us that, with faith and hard work, 
anything Ls possible. That^s what defines South Carolina.

Previous national championship teams honored with flags flown over the Statehouse include:
Clemson University football (1981}, University of South Carolina baseball (2010, 2011) and 
Coastal Carolina University baseball (2016).

Photo by Joey Frazier, SCDNR ;
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Gatoe awarded Order of the Palmetto
ROBERT MONNIE 

Staff Reporter
Thomas Wayne “Tommy” constituency includes the 

Catoe of Jefferson was Jefferson area, 
awarded the Order of the “From the bottom of my 
Palmetto on Tuesday, Jan. 3, heart, I really appreciate this 
during the annual dinner of award,” said Catoe. “And I 
the Sandhills Volunteer Fire am accepting this award to 
Department, an organization honor the memory of my 
in which he has served for 35 grandson, Bladen Davis 
years, including the last 18 Cail.” 
years as fire chief. Catoe’s grandson passed

The Order of the Palmetto away last year in an incident 
is the state’s highest civilian that involved a call-out to 
honor and is authorized by Medshore, the county EMS 
the governor to recognize provider, which Catoe over­
citizens of South Carolina heard on his radio and im- 
For extraordinary lifetime mediately responded to. 
service and achievements of In addition to preventing 
national or statewide signifi- casualties and minimizing 
cance. property damage, Catoe,

“On behalf of Gov. Nikki white fire chief, imple- 
Haley, it is indeed a pleasure mented actions that lowered 
and an honor to present the the fire department’s ISO rat- 
Order of Palmetto to Tomrm ing, which significantly de­

Catoe,” said State Rep. Jay '-reased insurance premiums 
Lucas (R-Hartsville), whose

for home and business own- Youth program Tor all sports 
ers. Since 1998, SHVED has 
expanded from two stations 
to five stations and enables 
these first responders to be 
within five miles of all resi­
dences and businesses.

This expansion increased 
the fire truck fleet from four 
to 16 vehicles, putting two 
fully equipped trucks at each 
station and specialty trucks 
such as brush units and water 
carriers at the base station.

A lifelong resident of Jef­
ferson and a 1979 graduate 
of Central High School,
Catoe, who works as a full­
time maintenance employee 
for his home town, is also the 
volunteer director of the Jef­
ferson Recreation Depart­
ment, where he has donated 
his time for a quarter cen­
tury. He manages the Dixie

ounty: Chesterfield
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Robert Monni'efSlaff P h o to g ra p h er
Tommy Catoe of Jefferson was awarded the Order of the Palmetto on Tuesday, Jan, 3, during the 
annual dinner of the Sandhills Volunteer Fire Department, an organization in which he has served 
for 35 years. Pictured from left are S.C. Rep. Richie Yow, Catoe and S.C. Rep. Jay Lucas.
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