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S.C.Highway Patrol
Lance Cpl.David
Jones workedhun­
dreds ofcollisions

duringhisseven years patroll­
ingtrafficinMalfunction
Junction.
The hugenumber of cars

travelingthrough thearea
daily­upto133,600 ­at a
highrate ofspeed caused
manywrecks inthetwisting
andturning clusterofinter­
changes, hesaid.
Recognizingthe danger,

stateofficialshaveset easing
congestioninthe areaas a
toppriority.
Buthow topay forthose

fixesis a mystery.
Untanglingthe 14 milesof

interstate, 12interchanges
and19 bridgesof Malfunction
Junctioncould costup to$1.5
billion,accordingto prelimi­
naryestimates bythe Trans­
portationDepartment. The
stateonlyhas set aside $92.6
million forthe project.
The missingmoneyto fix

MalfunctionJunction,which
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Fixingyour roads
Afour­partseries in The State
focusing on South Carolina's
road­repair crisis.

NextSunday: Stopping the
revolvingdoor between state
Transportation Department
leaders and privatefirms.

Inside: Wherethe
Transportation Department
proposestospend $1.75 billion
next year andwhere that
money wouldcome from.Also,
the state'smost­congested
interstatesandmost
dangerousbridges.
Pages 6A­7A

Video at thestate.com: State
Rep.James Smithhas grown
up withMalfunctionJunction's
congestion. Richland County
Coroner Gary Watts sayshe
has seen its dangers.
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ROADS
the S.C. Departmentof
Transportationre­branded
this year asCarolina
Crossroads, isjust apart
of theadded $1.5 billiona
year that theTransporta­
tion Departmentsays it
needs torepairthe state's
crumbling andcongested
highways.
"It'ssort ofthe poster

child forthe failure totake
actionover many,many,
many yearsand theun­
willingnesstogarner the
politicalwill todedicate
resourcesthat are needed
tofix (roads),"saidstate
Rep. JamesSmith, D­
Richland,whose district
includes partof Malfunc­
tion Junction.

'PEOPLE ARETIRED' OF
BADROADS
StartinginJanuary, the

pressure will beonS.C.
lawmakerstodecide
whether andhow topay to
fix thestate's crumbling
roads.
Afterlast month's flood­

ing, there isnear­universal
agreementthat something
must bedone. Butwhat
that "something"is will be
the subjectof intense
debate.
Legislativeconserva­

tives say fixingthe state's
roadsmust start with
reformingthe S.C. Trans­
portation Department,
ensuringpolitics and
waste are removedfrom
roadbuilding. Then, they
say,the stateshould spend
itsgrowing annual sur­
pluses onroads.Thisyear,

for example,lawmakers
sent $216.4million in
surplusmoney tocounties
topay for roadrepairs.
However, most legisla­

torssay those prescrip­
tions arenot enough.
Reform hasbeen tried

before, asrecently as
2007. And theamount of
added money needed to
repairthe state's roadsfar
exceeds $200 million a
year. Therealso areother
prioritiesfor anyadded
statedollars,including a
SupremeCourt ruling that
the stateshould spend
moreon ruralschools.
TheTransportationDe­

partmentsaysitneedsan
additional$1.5billiona
yeartorepair,maintainand
expandthestate'shigh­
ways.Justrepairing,pre­
servingandmodernizing
theexistingroadssystem
willcostanadded$1billion
ayear,theagencysays.But
somecriticsarguefarless
isneeded–about$350
millionayear,accordingto
aplanbyGov.NikkiHaley
­ifexpansionistakenoff
thetable.
Whenlegislators return

toColumbia,Senate Presi­
dent ProTemporeHugh
Leatherman, R­Florence,
says hewill fight ashard
as hecantoincrease the
state's gas tax,using that
added money for road
repairs."People are tired
of their roadsbeing inthe
condition that they'rein."
The Republican­con­

trolled S.C. Housepassed
aplan todojust that last

April, voting toraise upto
$600 million ayear,large­
ly byincreasing by10
cents the state's 16.75­
cent­a­gallongas tax­
third lowestinthe nation.
Membersof the Leath­

erman­led SenateFinance
Committee amendedthe
House proposal toin­
creasetaxeseven more –
raising roughly$800mil­
lionayear. Butthat pro­
posaldied when stateSen.

Tom Davis,
R­Beaufort,
filibustered
the bill,
sayingfu­
ture state
surpluses
could pay
for road
repairs if

the TransportationDe­
partment wasrestruc­
tured, changinghowit
spendsroadmoney.
'THROWINGMONEYAT
IT ISNOT GOINGTO
FIX IT'
Davis is notthe only

legislativeconservative
who saysthat increasing
taxesaloneis not the
solution.
"Throwing money atit

is notgoing tofix it until
we reformthe Department
of Transportation,"ensur­
ingall existing roaddol­
lars arebeing spent as
wisely aspossible, said
stateRep. Rick Quinn,
R­Lexington, whose dis­
trict­like Smith's ­also
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Howmuch is
needed?
$1.5billionayear

Tomaintain, preserveand
expandthe state's road,
bridge andmass­transit
system.

$1billionayear

Tomaintain, preserveand
modernize only­not
expand­the existing
road­and­bridge system.
SOURCE:S.C.Transportation Department

.......................................................

''IT'SSORTOFTHEPOSTERCHILD
FORTHEFAILURE
TOTAKEACTION
OVERMANY,
MANY,MANY
YEARSANDTHE
UNWILLINGNESS
TOGARNERTHE
POLITICALWILL
TODEDICATE
RESOURCESTHAT
ARENEEDEDTO
FIX(ROADS).
StateRep.James Smith,
D­Richland, whose
district includespartof
Malfunction Junction

Leatherman
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Five worst S.C. bridges
1. Berkeley/Charlestoncounties

S.C. 41, over theWandoRiver

2. Georgetown/Horry counties

U.S.701,over the Great PeeDeeRiver

3. CharlestonCounty

S.C.174, over StoreCreek/Sand Creek/Russell Creek

4.Richland County

Garners Ferry Road(U.S.76), east­and­west­bound over
Mill Creek

5. Chester/UnionCounty

S.C. 9,overBroadRiver/Broad River Canal
...................................................................................................................

MATTWALSH mwalsh@thestate.com

Cars tryto merge on andoff aportion Interstate 26 nearColumbia duringrush hour traffic.
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MATT WALSH

CarstraverseInterstate 26near Columbia, nicknamed MalfuntionJunction, duringrushhour traffic.
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S.C. AGRICULTURE

Hard work,good life earn
Clover farmertopaward
BY JENNIFERBECKNELL

jbecknell@enquirerherald.com
CLOVER

Farming isdirty work
with longhoursand few
vacations.ButEvelyn
Edmundswould prefer

nootherway toraise herchil­
dren andlive herlife.
At87, Edmundsroams her

300­acre farm inalittlered
pickuptruck, checkingdailyon
aherd of about55black Angus
cattle that come runningwhen
shecalls.
"You're outside,you're close

toGod andyoudon't haveany­
bodyhollering atyou," Ed­
munds said."Butit's hard work,
andyou're always dirty. You're
nevernice andclean."
Edmundshas spent mostof

herlife running thefamily's
Circle EFarm onU.S. 321 south
of Cloverwhereturkeys and
black Angus cattleare raised
andhay iscultivated.
Sheand herhusband, John

Edmunds, began farmingin
1950. He diedof aheart attack

in1978, at48,when three ofthe
couple's six childrenwerestill at
home.
"We hadturkeys inthe field,

hens,and it wascoming No­
vember," Edmundsremembers
of thedayher husbanddied.
"They werereadyfor market."
The turkeys weresold and

Edmundstook over manage­
ment of CircleEFarmwith
matter­of­factefficiency.
Shehas beenamentorfor

SEEEDMUNDS,3A
FROMPAGE1A

EDMUNDS
women inagriculture,and
hasencouraged many
localyouths topursue
careersinagriculture
through4­H,Scouting and
Angus associations.
Gov.Nikki Haley re­

centlyawarded Edmunds
the Orderofthe Palmetto,
the highestcivilian honor
inSouth Carolina.Sen.
Harvey Peele,who repre­
sents partof YorkCounty,
presentedthe awarddur­
ingthe annual Partners in
Agricultureand Conserva­
tion LegislativeDinnerin
York.
The Orderof thePal­

mettois givenfor extraor­
dinary lifetimeserviceand
achievementsof national
or statewide significance.
Edmundswas nominated
bythe YorkCounty Soil &
Water ConservationDis­
trict, wheresheserved as
acommissioner for 19
years.

BarbaraO'Connell,
coordinatorof the conser­
vation district,calledEd­
munds "a trailblazerfor
women inagriculture"
throughher work with
groups suchas theS.C
Cattleman's Association
andS.C. Farm Bureau.
Duringmeetings, "ma­

nytimes,she wasthe only
woman at thetable,"
O'Connellsaid.
WesleyEdmunds, 51,

her youngestchildand
onlyson, was 14when his
father died.
"She was putinaposi­

tion whereshe didn'thave
anychoice," hesaid."If
youwant tobeinagricul­
ture, youhavetogo to
meetingstofind outwhat
is goingon."
Edmundssaid hismoth­

er alsotook herchildren
andothers aroundthe
country toshow beef cat­
tle throughthe S.C. Junior

Angus Association,which
sheco­founded.
"That'swhere youget

commonsense,"he said,
"by having todothings."
WesleyEdmunds still

lives onthe familyproper­
ty, wherehegrows thehay
andtends 84,000 turkeys
every eight weeks.Circle
E is abrooder farm,nur­
turingyoung turkeys un­
deracontractarrange­
ment.
The farm hasone hired

hand, but EvelynEd­
munds saidoverthe years,
sheand herhusband and
their childrendid mostof
the work,feeding and
caring for theanimals and
planting andharvesting
the hay.
Forawhile,the farm

had afew horses and
Edmunds gaveriding
lessons.
Edmunds, who grewup

inClover, saidshebe­

lieves thefarm was awon­
derful placetoraise her
children."It's justabetter
environment, andthey
havesomethingthey can
doall thetime," shesaid.
Shesaid thework then

was morelabor intensive
thanit is today.Automa­
tion hasimprovedeffi­
ciency.Turkeys that once
had tohavetheir beaks
removed onthe farm now
arrive debeaked. They
were onceloaded for mar­
ket oneat atime fromthe
field; nowthey areloaded
inhouses.
"It'sstill adirty job,"

shesaid. "Butit's so much
easier now."
Edmunds saidfarming

hasbeen agood life.
"Iwouldn'ttrade it,"

shesaid. "Ithought when
I lostmyhusband, what
would I do?You thinkyou
can'tmake it, but with the
Lord helpingand working,
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youcan."

JenniferBecknell:
803­329­4077

ANDY BURRISS aburriss@heraldonline.com

Circle E Farm owner Evelyn Edmunds of Clover hasbeen honored withthe S.C.Orderof thePalmetto,the state's highestcivilian honor.
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BARBARAO'CONNELLYork County Soil&Water Conservation District

State Sen.Harvey Peelerpresents theOrderof the
Palmetto toEvelyn G.Edmunds of Clover.
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National Guard duty
extended to Nov. 25

Gov. Nikki Haley is keep­
ing the National Guard on
active duty through Nov. 25
so units can continue help­
ing local governments make
emergency repairs. Haley
signed an order Friday al­
lowing National Guardsmen
to keep working, primarily
in Columbia and rural Clar­
endon County. Guardsmen
are needed to repair impass­
able roads in Clarendon
County and help with
breached dams at the Co­
lumbia Canal. ­ AP
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Risky
SC dams
go years
without
inspection
Small staff must
check thousands of
structures statewide
RICK BRUNDRETT
STAFF WRITER
Of the 75 South Carolina

dams under emergency repair
orders issued in the wake of re­
cent historic flooding and rain­
fall, at least a dozen hadn't been
previously inspected by state
regulators for five years or
longer, The Greenville News
found in a review of inspection
reports.
Since 2010, the S.C. Depart­

ment of Health and Environ­
mental Control (DHEC), which
manages the state's dam­safety

program, previously has issued
such orders only three times, in­
cluding one each in Greenville
and Anderson counties, accord­
ing to records obtained by The
News under the Freedom of In­
formation Act.
There are 6.75 employee po­

sitions to oversee the state's ap­
proximately 2,400 regulated
dams – 32 of which, plus an addi­
tional four unregulated dams,
failed during October's rainfall
and flooding.

And that's been the highest
staffing level in the safety pro­
gram in recent years, based on
requested information provid­
ed by DHEC. In fiscal 2005, for
example, there were only 1.5
full­time positions in the pro­
gram.
The corresponding program

budgets also have been relative­
ly small, taking only $469,035
this fiscal year from the agen­

See DAMS, Page 6A

Dams
Continued from Page 1A

cy's total current budget of $596 million.
Within several weeks of what was

publicly described as a "1,000­year flood­
ing event," DHEC said it had assessed all
652 "Class One" and "Class Two" dams
statewide, issuing emergency orders for
75 dams, including one each in Spartan­
burg and Anderson counties, two in Lau­
rens County, three in Chester County,
and three in Greenwood County.

A Class One Dam is defined by DHEC
as a potentially high­hazard dam whose
failure "may cause loss of life or serious
damage to infrastructure." Failure of a
potentially significant­hazard, or Class
Two dam, "will not likely cause loss of
life but may damage infrastructure,"
while failure of a "Class Three," or low­
hazard dam, "may cause limited proper­
ty damage."
DHEC's small dam­safety staff had a

lot of help in completing the hundreds of

inspections in a relatively short time
span.
In a written response to The Green­

ville News, agency spokesman Robert
Yanity noted DHEC "mobilized more
than 125 staff dedicated to dam response
for this disaster event," adding the agen­
cy "partnered with the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers, Homeland Security,
SCE&G and HDR Engineering as part of
our response to the 1,000­year flood."
As for prior dam inspections, Yanity

acknowledged that "due to resource and
budget limitations, the time between in­
spections for some dams was longer."
"DHEC has partnered with HDR En­

gineering to conduct a comprehensive
review of the department's dam safety
program, including staffing resource
needs and frequency of inspections," he
said.

"We will be working with policy mak­
ers to review these recommendations
and implement any needed program im­

provements in the future."

'We need to rethink'
Asked whether Gov. Nikki Haley will

include more money for the dam safety
program in her upcoming executive bud­
get for fiscal 2016­17, Haley spokeswom­
an Chaney Adams replied in an email re­
sponse, "DHEC is working on a request
for additional resources and we intend to
address dam safety in the executive bud­
get and in the next legislative session,
but the process for producing the budget
and legislation is still underway.
"It's clear from this extraordinary

event that we need to re­think the way we
regulate dams in South Carolina and Di­
rector (Catherine) Heigel is looking at
her operations, regulations, and the law
to determine what that looks like going
forward."
The Greenville News reviewed hun­

dreds of pages of inspection reports
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posted on DHEC's website or provided
separately to the newspaper by the agen­
cy. Of the 75 dams covered by the emer­
gency repair orders, at least 12 had
years­long gaps in the last­listed prior in­
spections, ranging from five years to
more than 14 years.
Two of those dams are located in

Chester and Fairfield counties; the rest
are in Richland County, which also re­
corded the largest number of failed
dams. All 12 dams in question are classi­
fied as Class One or Class Two dams.
In addition, last­recorded inspections

were done in 2000 for three Class Three
dams in Richland County that failed and
were the subject of emergency repair or­
ders, and there were no past inspection
records for three Class Three dams that
failed in Aiken County.

Yanity said Class One and Class Two
dams are scheduled to be inspected ev­
ery two years and three years, respec­
tively. But a national model calls for in­
spections every one year, two years and
five years for potentially high­hazard,
significant­hazard and low­hazard dams,
respectively, according to information
from the Kentucky­based Association of
State Dam Safety Officials.
"Obviously, the more often you see a

dam, if there were a problem to come up,
you would be able to identify that more
quickly," said Mark Ogden, the associa­
tion's project manager .

Asked if waiting five or more years to
inspect potentially high­ or significant­
hazard dams is too long, Ogden, a regis­
tered professional engineer and retired
Ohio Department of Natural Resources
administrator, said, "The easy answer to
that is, yes. … A dam is like any other
man­made structure; it deteriorates or it
can if not properly maintained."
Of the 75 dams covered by the emer­

gency orders, virtually all are listed in
the National Inventory of Dams main­
tained by the U.S. Army Corps of Engi­
neers, as earthen dams, which Ogden
pointed out are more susceptible to fail­
ing compared to other types of struc­
tures. The 75 dams were built from 1830
to 1989. The median age, or halfway point
on the list, is 1955.

The Greenville News earlier reported
that of 604 listed dams in Greenville,
Spartanburg, Pickens, Oconee, Ander­
son and Laurens counties, nearly 95 per­

cent are earthen.
The national inventory, which was

last updated in 2013, doesn't specify for
the public which particular dams are
classified as potentially hazardous . Jen­
nifer Read, DHEC's chief communica­
tions officer, said under state law, only
Class One and Two dams are required to
have Emergency Action Plans (EAPs),
and that based on an initial review Fri­
day of agency records, 582, or 92 per­
cent, of the 636 Class One and Two dams
statewide have EAPs on file.
Read said her agency's review of rec­

ords Friday found that nine Class One
dams and 47 Class Two dams do not have
EAPs, and that 13 Class One and Class
Two dams "do not require an EAP due to
the fact that the dam was previously
breached or drained."

"DHEC will be working with the 8 per­
cent of Class One and Class Two dam
owners who do not have EAPs on file to
ensure that they submit current EAPs,"
Read said. "As part of our partnership
with HDR Engineering, DHEC also is de­
veloping proposed statutory and regula­
tory changes that would increase the
Agency's enforcement capabilities and
strengthen requirements for dam own­
ers moving forward, including mainte­
nance and submittal of current EAPs."
Only eight dam owners out of the 75

covered by the emergency orders had
submitted EAPs at the time of their last­
known prior inspections; the rest either
provided no EAPs, or no information on
that was listed, The Greenville News' lat­
est review found.
That finding was based on online in­

spection reports ranging in dates from
March 10, 2000, to Sept 30 of this year.
Read on Friday said 66 of the 75 dams
that were issued emergency orders have
EAPs on file.

Upstate emergency orders
Henry Jacobs, owner of a Spartan­

burg County dam bearing his name and
located on a tributary of the Turkey Hen
Branch stream near Cowpens, received
one of the 75 emergency orders.
Under the emergency orders, owners

are required to lower water levels or
empty reservoirs under the supervision
of a licensed South Carolina professional
engineer, and provide the results of a
"detailed" inspection by the engineer,

"including a plan of action to be taken" to
DHEC. Jacobs' order requires him to
submit his inspection by 5 p.m. Monday.

"I'm in the middle of that whole proc­
ess, and I don't have enough information
from DHEC to give you anything that's
concrete information," Jacobs told The
News, declining further comment.
In an October 2014 letter, DHEC in­

spector James West informed Jacobs his
Class Two dam is "not functioning prop­
erly," noting there is "severe erosion"
around a concrete discharge pipe, which
could "compromise the safety of the
dam."

"Should this dam experience difficul­
ty … the impacted area downstream
would need to be evacuated and down­
stream roads blocked," according to the
letter .

Another Upstate dam – the Broadway
Lake Dam, located at the convergence of
Broadway and Neals creeks near Ander­
son, and owned by Anderson County –
also received an emergency order. Jon
Batson, the county's storm water man­
ager, said the county hired a private en­
gineering consultant to design repairs to
the dam, noting there is "some erosion"
on the back side of the dam and around a
concrete block structure at the end of the
dam's primary outlet pipe.

"It was something that we were aware
of, and we were working with the local
DHEC office on it," Batson said.

The Class Two dam received an over­
all poor rating in an inspection last De­
cember, DHEC records show. At least
eight other Class One or Class Two dams
under the emergency orders also re­
ceived poor ratings in their last­listed in­
spections, while two Class Two dams in
Edgefield County and another Class Two
dam in Greenwood County garnered
overall unsatisfactory ratings in inspec­
tions from 2012 through last year, rec­
ords show.

Under DHEC regulations, an unsatis­
factory ranking means that a "dam safe­
ty deficiency is recognized that requires
immediate or emergency remedial ac­
tion for problem resolution."
Asked about the three dams that re­

ceived unsatisfactory rankings, Yanity
said, "At this time, repairs for the dams
have not been made and they have been
referred for enforcement action."
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'Hanging over my head'
In July 2013, DHEC issued an emer­

gency order ­ one of the previous three
issued statewide since 2010 ­ for the
Wesley North Pond Dam, a classified
high­hazard dam in Anderson County,
records show. Dam owner Ramona Wes­
ley said she had her approximately 1.5­
acre pond, located across the street from
her Williamston home, emptied in re­
sponse to the order and has left it
drained.

"They wanted to me to get an engineer
over here and all that, and I couldn't af­
ford it," she said.
In his written response, Yanity said

Wesley and a Richland County dam own­
er "lowered their reservoirs and left
them as is." He also said dam owners are
"responsible for the costs to rebuild or
repair their dams."
DHEC issued another emergency or­

der in 2013 for the Anne Parks Short
Branch Dam on Short Branch Creek in
northern Greenville County near The
Cliffs Valley community. The Class One
dam received an unsatisfactory rating in
a follow­up inspection this year, records
show.

"I would like to clear this up. It's been

See INSPECTIONS, Page 7A

Inspections
Continued from Page 6A

hanging over my head," said Mac Parks,
the trustee for his mother's estate, which
owns the dam.
Yanity said the dam's owner "did not

comply," noting DHEC "hired a contrac­
tor to install siphons to lower the water
level."
"It has been referred to our enforce­

ment division to make repairs and for
DHEC to recover costs," Yanity said.
A June 23 inspection report said that

"thick vegetation, including weeds,
small trees, shrubs, brush, and other del­
eterious vegetation, must be cut and re­
moved from the entire dam."
Parks said problems with the dam

started about two years ago when "bea­
vers moved in," stopping up an overflow

pipe and building a dam across the emer­
gency spillway. DHEC also wants trees
removed from the dam, but "it's impos­
sible to get a car in there," he said.

Parks, who lives in Greenville, said he
was a small boy in the early 1950s when
his grandfather and three other men
bought property off Short Branch Road
and built the dam there to create a third
fishing pond, which he estimated covers
about three acres.
He said his mother, who is 90 years

old, inherited the property from her fa­
ther but "hasn't been up there in years."
"She never dreamed it would be a

problem," Parks said.
Rick Brundrett can be reached at 864­

478­5904 or rbrundrett@greenville­
news.com.
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Haley visits Georgetown
forfloodreliefeffort
BYELIZABETH TOWNSEND

etownsend@thesunnews.com

Gov.NikkiHaley visited flood
survivorsand volunteersand
helpedpackupdistribution
materialsFriday afternoonat
theTeam SouthCarolina flood
reliefeventin Georgetown.
Hundreds ofresidentsfrom

Horry,Georgetown, andother
surroundingcounties cameto
get aid andfree resourcesatthe
eventthat was held from10 a.m.
to2p.m.at theBeck Recreation
Center at 2030Church Streetin
Georgetown, and nearly600
had alreadybeen servedby
about1:30p.m., officialssaid.
"Wewant peopletoknow

we'vegot their backs,so we're
happytobehere," Haleysaid.
"Hundredsof peoplehavebeen

hereso far."
Haleyhas beenhosting and

visitingthe eventsin flood­
affectedcounties forweeks,
includingSumter,Orangeburg,
Williamsburg,Berkeley, and
nowGeorgetown.
TeamSouth Carolinaevents

groupresources forflood­im­
pactedresidents, creatinga
one­stopplace wherepeople can
find outaboutaid available to
them, get freecleanup materi­
als,food, andotheritems need­
ed for recovery.
"We'rehitting every county

that was affected.These are our
Team SouthCarolina days.It's
where webringall theservices
tothe peopleinstead of them

having tofind them,"Haley
said.
The eventbustled indoorsand

out. Floodsurvivors had already
started lining upoutsidethe
building inthe earlymorning
hours.Alengthy linewrapped
the recreationcenterand once
the eventbegan,Federal Emer­
gency Management Agency
workersswung into action

SEEHALEY,13A
....................................................................

Event groups services atone
placeforresidents
....................................................................

Helpis stillavailable at FEMA
disaster recoverycenters
....................................................................
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HALEY
armed with iPads, regis­
tering people for FEMA
assistance and fielding ques­
tions.
The U.S. Small Business

Administration, U.S. Depart­
ment of Agriculture Farm
Service Agency, S.C. Depart­
ment of Employment and
Workforce, and Samaritan's
Purse were among the agen­
cies participating.
Residents were able to

register for financial assist­
ance from FEMA, apply for
disaster loans, learn about
repairing and flood proofing
homes, get information
about assistance for farmers

with crop losses, apply for
unemployment, food and
financial assistance from the

state, receive free well water
testing kits, and much more.

Jacob, a therapy Golden
Retriever, also made the
rounds with his handler

Walter Britton with Hope
Animal­Assisted Crisis Re­

sponse, delighting flood
survivors and volunteers by
offering comfort.
While the floodwaters

have ebbed considerably,
the recovery and rebuilding
process is still ongoing,
Horry and Georgetown
county authorities said.
"Up­to­date, recovery in

Georgetown is going very
well," said Sam Hodge,
Georgetown County Emer­
gency Manager.
Parts of Horry and

Georgetown saw some addi­
tional minor flooding with
king tides this week; howev­
er, the rivers have been

receding and recovery is
moving forward as many
riverbank residents are now

able to access homes, offi­
cials said.

"Federal and state groups
and faith­based groups,
along with nonprofits are
here on the ground. They're
really out there working
with the community to find
out what the needs are,"
Hodge said.
Jane Cribb of Andrews

said she was at the event to

get help with food and sup­
plies. She lives in a Habitat
for Humanity home that was
damaged by more than a
foot of water.

"I lived through Hugo and
Hugo was bad ­ don't get me
wrong. But this time we
couldn't stop the water.

Water was everywhere,"
Cribb said.
Cribb said volunteers

have been working on her
home and she hopes to be
back in it by Thanksgiving.
Barbara Powell of George­

town said she experienced
some minor flooding and
was there at the event to get
some help to restore her
property.
"It wasn't that bad, but we

were blocked away from
town," she said of her expe­
rience.

This was the only Team
South Carolina event sched­

uled for the area, but those
who were not able to attend
or still need additional as­

sistance can also find help at
FEMA disaster recovery
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centers in Horry or George­
town counties.

Elizabeth Towns end:

843­626­0217,

(a)TSN_etownsend

Horry County Disaster Recovery Centers

• North Strand Recreation Center, 120 Highway 57 South, Little River

• South Strand Recreation Center, 9650 Scipio Lane, Myrtle Beach

Georgetown County Disaster Recovery Centers

• Potato Bed Ferry Community Center, 531 Big Dam Swamp Drive in Andrews

• Beck Recreation Center, 2030 Church Street in Georgetown

FEMA Mitigation advisers offer guidance to flood survivors in Horry County

FEMA mitigation specialists will be on hand to answer questions and offer home improvement
tips to prevent and lessen damage from future disasters. Most of the information is geared
towards do­it­yourself work and general contractors.

Horry County: Lowe's at 8672 Highway 17 Bypass in Myrtle Beach (Thursday to Saturday, 7
a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; Sunday, 8 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.; Monday, 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; and Tuesday, 7 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m.)

To register with FEMA online visit http://www.disaster
assistance.gov or call (800) 621­3362. Help is available in most languages and phone lines are
open from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. seven days a week. Disaster survivors who are deaf, hard of
hearing or have a speech disability and use a TTY should call (800) 462­7585.
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THE FLOOD OF 2015

S.C. roads, bridges closed
by flood dip below 100
BY CASSIE COPE

ccope@thestate.com

Only 96 roads and
bridges remained closed
Friday across South Car­
olina after historic flood­
ing washed out roadways
earlier in the month.
In hardest­hit Richland

County, 34 roads remain
closed, down from a peak
of 133.
It is not known when 13

of those roads ­ closed

when dams broke ­ will
be reopened. Another 10
will not be reopened until
Thanksgiving.
Transportation Depart­

ment crews have been
working 12­hour shifts in
affected areas on road
repairs.
Interim Transportation

SEE ROADS, 9A

FROMPAGE3A

ROADS
DepartmentSecretary
ChristyHall praised the
hard work ofroad crews
andcontractors laboring
toreturnroads and
bridgestoservice.
"They understandthe

importanceof the highway
network andthe role it
playsinthe dailylives of
ourcitizens andbusi­
nesses,"Hall saidFriday.
TransportationDepart­

ment staff havedonea
magnificent job, saidDe­
partment ofTransporta­
tion Commissionchair­
man JimRozier of Berke­
ley County.
The amountof damage

done toroadsand bridges
duringthe floodingwas
overwhelming,he said.

Forexample somebridges
appeared fine,"but there
wasn't anything holding
themup" becausethe
structure had been
washed outunderneath.
Rozier applaudedHall

for pullingroadcrews
fromcounties not affected
bythe storm tohelp in
counties that haddamage.
"It'sbeen unbelievable to
methe amountthat
they'vegottendone."
Hall hasbeen appointed

byGov.Nikki Haley to
becomeTransportation
secretary. Shemust be
confirmed bythe state
Senate.

CassieCope: 803­771­8657,
@cassielcope
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Roads closed
State roads and bridges that remain closed and
when they are expected to reopen

LEXINGTONCOUNTY

By Saturday

Taylor Street

By Thanksgiving

Old Barnwell Road, OttawaTrail/Natchez
Street, Sandlewood Drive, Windy Road,
Woodberry Road

Repair dates unknown (roads closed because
of failed dams)

Devils Backbone Road, Drawdebil Road,
Durham Drive, Ramblin Road, Wilton Road

RICHLAND COUNTY

By Saturday

Blue Johnson, Chappell,Covenant, Pinebelt,

St.Matthews Church Road, Trotter Road

By Thanksgiving

Air Base Road at two locations, Bluff Road
from Poultry Lane toGriffins Creek Road,
Lower Richland Boulevard, Tom Creek Road

After Thanksgiving

Bluff Road from Congaree Church Road to
Griffins Creek Road, Caughman Road,
Congaree Road, Congress Road at two
locations,Fairfield Road, Harmon Road, Rimer
Pond Road, Rockbridge Road, Zeigler Road

Repair dates unknown (roads closed because
of failed dams)

ArcadiaLakes Drive, Arcadia Lakes Drive East,
Chatsworth Road, Community Pond Road,
Eastshore Drive, Millbrook Road, Overcreek
Road, Overpond Road, Rawlinson Road,
Shorebrook Road, Spears Creek Church Road,
Wilson Boulevard, Zeigler Road

Guard to stayonactive duty
Gov.NikkiHaley iskeeping theNational Guard onactiveduty through Nov.25so
units cancontinue helping localgovernments makeemergency repairs.

Haleysigned an order Friday allowingNational Guardsmen tokeep working,
primarily in thecapital city of Columbia andrural ClarendonCounty.

The governor'soffice saysofficialsof thoselocal governmentsrequestedthe
continued assistance. Guardsmen areneededto repair impassable roadsin
ClarendonCounty andhelp withbreached dams atthe ColumbiaCanal.
AssociatedPress
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GERRY MELENDEZ gmelendez@thestate.com

Monticello Road in Richland County reopened earlier this month after a bridge was washed out.
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GUEST EDITORIAL

S.C. again faces
challengeto
remaincalm
The (Columbia)State
SouthCarolina is once

again inthe nationalspot­
light. Videoof aschool
resource officerthrowing
aSpring Valley High
Schoolstudent tothe floor
andarresting her is,as
Richland CountySheriff
LeonLott put it,disturb­
ing.The videoand the
arresthaverightfully cap­
tured the attentionof our
stateand nation.
As federal,state and

localauthorities investi­
gate the incident andthe
deputy's actions, therest
of us mustreact as wedid
after the Charleston
shootings inApril and
June andthe statewide
floodsin October.Itis
essential that weagain
show amazing peace,calm
andtogetherness.
Weinspiredourselves

andthe nation before. We
must doit again.
Understandably, par­

ents, students,adminis­
trators andthe public have
questions aboutwhat
happened inthat Spring
Valley classroom.All have
the righttoseekanswers,
offer opinionsand express
concerns. A public dis­
cussionis healthy.
Wehad similardis­

cussions inAprilafter a
white NorthCharleston
police officershot an un­
armed blackman; inJune
after ayoung white man
massacrednine parishion­
ers at MotherEmanuel

AME ChurchinChar­
leston;and justafew
weeks agoafter wide­
spread flooding damaged
thousandsof homesand
left at least 19dead state­
wide.
Afterthe NorthChar­

leston shooting,fears
aboutviolence surfaced
because of theunrest we
had seen inFerguson,
Mo., Baltimoreand New
Yorkfollowing the deaths
of blackmen inpolice
encounters.
"People mentionBalti­

more.People mention
Ferguson. Peoplemention
New York,"NorthChar­
leston CityAttorney Brady
Hair told The Associated
Press earlier this month.
"What'sdifferent here is
there were noactsof vio­
lence. There wereno
buildings burned.
"None ofus did any­

thingto escalatethis into
an uncontrolled envi­
ronment. Itis adifferent
template fromwhat you
haveseen around the
country."
The MotherEmanuel

shootings sparked outrage
among SouthCarolinians
of allracesand religious
beliefs. Immediately, the
people andchurches of
Charleston reachedout to
the congregation, provid­
ingfood andother sup­
port. A TorontoStarre­
porter tweeted videoofa

mostly white crowd
marchingthrough Char­
leston chanting"black
lives matter."
A fewdaysafter the

shootings, acrowdesti­
mated at morethan
10,000 gatheredat Char­
leston'sArthur Ravenel Jr.
Bridgeto honorthe vic­
tims andtoshow those
who woulddivide us that
SouthCarolina really is
different.
Next, ourLegislature

voted overwhelmingly to
movethe Confederate flag
fromthe StateHouse
grounds.
Earlierthis month,

when hundredsof our
neighbors lost their
homes, an armyofvolun­
teers showed up tohelp,
uninvited andunan­
nounced.
Our responses this year

havebeen praisedby na­
tional mediaand bypoliti­
cians acrossthe political
spectrum, fromGov.Nikki
Haley toPresidentOba­
ma.
Thankfully,the Spring

Valley High Schoolen­
counter didnot endinthe
loss of life.Butit is dis­
turbing,as SheriffLott
said.South Carolinians
should askquestions. If
any laws werebroken, we
should expect justice.
Butinour response,we

should continue being
who weare ­acommuni­
tythat will notbe divided.
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Haleysigns order
soNational Guard
can continue
restoration
COLUMBIA

Gov.NikkiHaleyiskeep­
ingtheNationalGuardon
activedutythroughNov.25
sounitscancontinuehelp­
inglocalgovernments
makeemergencyrepairs.
Haley signed an order

Fridayallowing National
Guardsmen tokeep work­
ing, primarilyinthe cap­
ital city ofColumbia and
ruralClarendon County.
According tothestate

Departmentof Trans­
portation,more thanhalf
of the99roads stillclosed
nearlyamonth after a
catastrophic storm are in
hard­hitRichland and
Clarendon counties.
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I COMME1  

Les of tragedies: 

We need each other 

W 
ke up, South 

carolina. We 

4eed each other. 

Black, white or 

Hispanic. Yot or old. Republican, 

DeI or independent. 

Ricl or poor. Urban, 

suburban or rural. We need 

each other. 
That s the nessage that was 

savagely delivered 

June 

17 with the 

senseless and 

merciless 

murder of 

nine people 

at Emanuel 
AME Church 

Warren in CharlesBoRon 

ton. And 
that s the 

message that 
was delivere last weekend as 

historic rain and unprecedented 

flood aters engulfed 

the Palmetto State. 

In each ca e, South Carolinians 

found li es that once divided 

them eing washed 

away as they came together 

to seek heali g, comfort and 

restoration. 

In the case of the Charleston 

tragedy, which the Rev. 

Sen. Clemen Pinckney and 

eight of his c urch members 
were ruthles ly gunned down 
in a racially otivated attack, 

the people of South Carolina 

came togeth r to reject the notion 

of hatin someone based 
on the color qf their skin and, 

led by Gov. Nikki Haley and 

the Legislatu removed the 
Confederate ag from the 

State House rounds. 
We all kne  that was only 

the beginnin the tragedy, 

the unity an the grace that 

abounded in the midst of it all 

demands th we do more to 

improve rac relations as well 

as the qualit of life for all 

our state s p ople. 

But just as we were stifi 

contemplati g what our next 

move should be, last weekend s 

histori rains delivered 

yet another ut punch to our 

system, onc again forcing us 

to rely on on another for 

support, enc  

and, most of survival. 

At least fo the time being, 

the drenchir ram faded lines 

of division t might have 

existed. If yc lived in Clarendon 

County, it didn t matter 

what your p leanings 

or fmanciai neans were; for a 

time, the enl community 

was cut off 1 the outside 

world becau practically 

every major in the county 

was impa because of 

flooding. In he Midlands of 

South Carol it didn t matter 

what yoi4 looked like or 

whether yoi lived in a million-dollar h or an apartment 

compl roads and 
dams were ashed away and 

threatened i poor communities 

an upscale suburban 

neighbo alike. 

Even the rbitrary jurisdictional 

lines that we have set 

up for ourse were washed 
away. 

At a Mond press conference 

outlinir how local authorities 

 fi elected officials 

to law e and 
fire and EM leaders  would 
handle the n complications 

caused by flo Richiand 

County Sheriff Leon Loft said 

that there w be no jurisdiction 

l lines: The county, the 

city of Colun and Forest 

Acres would e working sideby-side 

by-side and ould be patrolling 

where they y needed, not 

bound by cit or county lines. 

Unfortun South Carolina s 

archa laws governing 

annexation 4 the incorporation 

of ne  municipalities 

have fragme communities 
and created urf wars among 
elected offic law en- 

forcement, while leaving residents 

divided, confused and 

often underserved or overcharged 

because of the inefficient 

delivery of services. 

But tragedy and grief have 

a way of bringing  or forcmg 

 people together. Pride 
and turf concerns succumbed 
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to the floods produced by the 

heavy rains; the intrusive waters 

showed no respect or appreciation 

for the imaginary 
lines we set up to separate cities 

and towns and counties. 

The flood waters didnÒt stop 

at ColumbiaÒs or Forest AcresÒ 

city limits. They didnÒt acknowledge 

the boundary between 

Lexington and Richiand 

counties. They indiscriminately 

destroyed roads and bridges 

and dams and homes in jurisdictions 

across the state. 

Facing a monumental challenge 

that flowed from one jurisdiction 

to another to another, 

elected and public officials, 

law enforcement and community 
and church leaders did 

the only thing they could: 

came together to create as cohesive 

and seamless a response 

as possible. 

To be fair, many jurisdictions 

and even communities 

and churches partner to address 

various issues from 

time to time. But they donÒt do 

it nearly enough, particularly 

when it comes to some of the 

large-scale, common problems 

that plague us. 

But this is different. People 

are uniting and working in 

ways they never really have 

before. Yes, itÒs driven by a disaster. 

Yes, weÒre compelled to 

do so out of concern for community 

and public safety. But 

itÒs also personal, really personal. 

People who have just 

met for the first time are helping 

one another clean and 

clear houses, sift through 

soggy personal items and 

cling to cherished memories. 

Many are sharing prayers and 

offering words of comfort and 

encouragement. 
Even as we pick up the piec 

pieces, even as we assess, recover 

and talk of rebuilding, weÒre 

actually building and renewing 

community. 
As we work side-by-side, 

share one anotherÒs pain and 

learn more about our neighbors, 

weÒre learning to care 

for our neighbors and fellow 

South Carolinians, which 

could lead to lasting relationships 

and a desire to work together 

on an ongoing, day-today 

basis and not just in times 

of crisis. 

From the Charleston tragedy 

to the big flood, South Carolinians 

are learning to lean 

on Ù and dare I say, trust Ù 
one another. 

If weÒre willing to truly embrace 

and take advantage of 

these opportunities born of 

tragedy and strife, the sky is 

the limit as to how much better 

we can make South Carolina. 

If we can recover from the 

horror of Charleston and the 

devastation of the flood, we 

can do anything. And weÒve 
got plenty facing South Carolina 

that will require a Ówe can 

do anythingÔ attitude to overcome. 

The list is long and 
challenging, including improving 

race relations, education, 

roads, health care, ethics 

laws, and more. It wonÒt be 

easy, but we can address each 

of those challenges. Ultimately, 

itÒs not our challenges that 

doom us. ItÒs our refusal to 

understand that we need each 

other to overcome them. 

EditorÒs note: Journalist Warren 

Bolton worked at The State 

newspaper for 30 years as a iporter 

editor and member of the 
Editorial Board. See his work at 

www.theboltonreport.com 
J 
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