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Loss of federal money small part of S.C. road-funding woes

Loss of federal money small
part of S.C. road-funding woes

By JEFFREY COLLINS
Associated Press

COLUMBIA, S.C. — The
amount of money South
Carolina gets from the fed-
eral government for roads
has dropped since 2008, but
thatisonly a small part of the
funding problemsfor a crum-
bling highway system.

Figures compiled by The
Associated Press show the to-
tal amount of money the state
hasreceived from the Federal
Highway Trust Fund dropped
by nearly $43 million, or
more than 6 percent, during
the five-year period ending in
2013, the latest year for which
numbers were available.

Lawmakers trying to figure
out how to get more money
toward roads said that is
still a significant amount —
enough to maybe add an ex-
tra lane to 15 or 20 miles of
interstate or repave a lot of
secondary roads.

But there were bigger prob-
lems.

Road funding has never
matched the state’s growth
with a gas tax that remained
unchanged for nearly 30
vears whileroad construction
prices have risen consider-
ably and vehicles are burning
a lot less fuel.

The management of the De-
partment of Transportation
has come under fire too for
relying on political pressure
instead of objective rankings

to decide what gets built and
repaved and what doesn’t.

South Carolina was the
tenth-fastest growing statein
population over the past de-
cade, and road spending went
up 28 percent in that time.
But 32 other states increased
road funding at higher rates
from 2003 to 2013.

Lawmakers have promised
to do something to get more
money to roads this session
as business leaders have in-
creased pressure by warning
South Carolina’s economic
growth could slow down if
congestion increases while
the condition of the highways
decreases.

“South Carolina has en-
joyed unprecedented growth.
We just haven’t kept up with
the infrastructure,” said
Rock Hill Republican Rep.
Gary Simrill, who was putin
charge of the House’s efforts
to improve highway funding.

The House is grappling
with two ideas. Simrill was
in charge of a committee
that met for months in 2014,
coming up with a proposal
to lower the gas tax, which
is paid by retailers, while
raising the sales tax on fuel,
which is paid by wholesalers
when they buy in bulk. That
combined with other revenue
would raise an additional
$400 million for roads.

A proposal by Gov. Nikki
Haley would raise the state’s
gas tax by 10 cents. But she

has said she will only sup-
port it if lawmakers pass a
reduction in state income
tax rates over 10 years that
would roughly match the gas
tax increase.

Both Simrill’s and Haley’s
proposals have been intro-
duced in the House, and Sim-
rill hopes the House can get
back totalking about them by
the end of the month.

Meanwhile, the Senate may
have different ideas. While
the governor and House have
focused on the $400 million
that DOT Director Janet
Oakleysaysis enough tokeep
roads in their current condi-
tion, some senators think
that’s not enough. The DOT
has said it would take $1.5
billion extra a year to get the
all the state’s roads to good
condition by 2040.

“Does this Senate want to
put a Band-Aid on it, or fix
the problem?” asked Sen. Ray
Cleary, R-Murrells Inlet, who
haslead his chamber’s efforts
to solve the problem.

Earlier this month, Cleary
held a Senate committee’s
first hearings on what to do
about roads.

There are a number of dif-
ferent billsin the Senate with
solutions ranging from toll-
ing Interstate 95 at the bridge
over Lake Marion to borrow-
ing money to expand inter-
states to figuring out a way
to raise the gas tax, but only
charge out-of-state residents.
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Haley Task
forces mission
1S urgent

BY SEANNA ADCOX
The Associated Press

COLUMBIA — Gov. Nikki
Haley told members of her do-
mestic violence task force
Tuesday to take the problem
personally, saying if their ef-
fort fails, people die.

The Republican governor led
the first meeting of the group she
created last month to come up
with recommendations for stem-
ming South Carolina’s genera-
tional cycles of domestic abuse.

She told more than 40 people
gathered at the Department of
Juvenile Justice that their task
involves evaluating how peo-
ple respond to victims, not
how the victim thinks.

“Part of changing the cul-
ture is to stop trying to figure
out how the victim thinks.
We’re never going to fully un-
derstand the victim because
we don’t live in their shoes,”
Haley said during the 30-min-
ute meeting. “It’s not about
why; it’s about our response.”

The group’s final report is
not due until Dec. 31. But
Haley laid out deadlines call-
ing for interim reports due
over four phases.

South Carolina has long
ranked among the nation’s worst
states in violence against women.

“If you think you don’t know
anyone involved in a domestic
violence situation, you’re not
being honest with yourself,”
Haley told the group. “We have
no option to fail, because if we
fail, someone dies.”

The task force’s members
represent wide-ranging fields,
including law enforcement, /
courts, churches, health care,
social services and cosmetology.

Domestic violence survivor
Elizabeth Gray said she en-
dured years of abuse from her
ex-husband before getting

SEE HALEY, PAGE A7J

— . ANANAN




Item
Sumter,SC
Circ. 19018
From Page:
7
2/11/2015
67039

County: Sumter

67039-02-11_1001.pdf

"HALEY

FROM PAGE A1
/\N\/\’

away through the help of Sis-
tercare in 2010. He was arrest-
ed just once — for breaking a
restraining order — despite 13
police reports and more than
30 incidents, she said.

“There are a lot of cracks in
the system,” said the West Co-
lumbia mother of two, who’s
on the task force and hopes
more survivors share their
stories with the group. “It’s
very easy to get into an abu-
sive relationship. It’s very
hard to get out.”

Haley created the task force
after legislators advanced
their own proposals for curb-
ing the problem. Haley reiter-
ated her stance Tuesday that
no legislation will solve it.

The Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee voted overwhelmingly last
month to advance Chairman
Larry Martin’s bill to the Senate
floor for debate. A House study
committee, created last August,
introduced its proposal last
month. Both bills would create

tiered penalties tor abusers, giv-
ing prosecutors more options.

Martin’s bill also seeks to
prevent known abusers from
having easy access to guns. He
thinks that’s critical to reduc-
ing the state’s dismal death
statistics, saying lawmakers
have studied the issue to death
over the last decade, and it’s
time to get serious.

Under Martin’s proposal, an
abuser could not possess a gun
while under protective orders,
and those convicted of domestic
violence could not possess a
gun for a decade after their sen-
tence is served. Some first-time
offenders could undergo coun-
seling to avoid that penalty.

The ban is already federal
law, which would require fed-
eral prosecution. State and
local law enforcement can’t
enforce it without a corre-
sponding state law.

More than 36,000 people an-
nually report a domestic vio-
lence incident to law enforce-

ment agencies across South
Carolina, according to the
state attorney g;neral’s office.
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SEANNA ADCOX
Associated Press

COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) —
South Carolina’s Education
Oversight Committee is evalu-
ating the technological divide
between school districts as the
state moves to online end-of-
year testing for every school,
agency director Melanie Barton
said Monday.

Just three school districts re-
port having a computer, laptop
or tablet available for every stu-
dent. Those districts — Spar-
tanburg 3, Spartanburg 7 and
York 2 (Clover) — represent

—_

less than 4 percent of South
Carolina’s 81 districts.
Barton’s agency plans to
release results of a survey on
districts’ technological capa-
bilities later this month. Be-
ginning in 2017, students must
take high-stakes. end-of-vear

e

tests online.

To prepare, legislators com-
mitted last year to spending
about $30 million annually for
three years. Gov. Nikki Haley’s
budget proposal for the upcom-
ing fiscal year includes the sec-
ond installment.

Newly elected state schools
Superintendent Molly Spear-

man is requesting up to
$350,000 of-that in 2015-16
to hire employees who could
travel around the state provid-
ing technological expertise.
That’s particularly needed in
rural areas that can’t afford to
hire their own technology staff,

she said.

“That would really help as we
move to a more digital environ-
ment,” Spearman said.

The full, $90 million com-
mitment — distributed based
on districts’ poverty rating —
is expected to bring all districts

urvey shows 3 districts have computers for every student ’

online, not buy every student a
computer. Some districts have
been able to use local prop-
erty taxes to provide students
with personal tablets. In 2011,
Lexington 1 became the state’s
first district to assign all high
school students an iPad.

Without separate funding
for devices, Barton said, “My
greatest fear is, the divide
will become even more pro-
nounced.”

She said the technological in-
equities will play a big role in
lawmakers’ discussions about
the state Supreme Court’s
ruling last fall that the state’s
piecemeal education funding
system denies opportunities to
students in poor, rural districts.
Her agency is assisting the
study committee that House
Speaker Jay Lucas appointed
to come up with recommenda-
tions on fixing the system.

“Without separate funding for devices, my
greatest fear is, the divide will become even more

pronounced.”

MELANIE BARTON

Agency director

~ounty: Dorchester

64234-02-11_4002.pdf
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Colonial Lite Arena. — Chris Irainor

Judidal Election

Causes Concern

A lawmaker’s husband defeated a 16-year in-
cumbent in a controversial judge’s race in the
General Assembly. Bill Funderburk, husband
of state Rep. Laurie Funderburk, defeated
incumbent Carolyn Matthews for a seat on
the Administrative Law Court. There are no
laws barring the spouse of a lawmaker from
being elected to such a judgeship. Still, some
legislators, along with Gov. Nikki Haley, saw
Bill Funderburk’s candidacy as a conflict of

\_interest. — Chris Trainor




PHESS CLIFFING BUEK

Free Times
Columbia,SC
Circ. 36854
From Page:
15
2/11/2015
61438

County: Richland
61438-02-11_15001.pdf

SIS Ay N WUV I

prognosticators have been whispering

that once the 2014 elections were over,
South Carolina might bend and accept federal
Obamacare money and expand the state’s large
Medicaid program.

Everyone who won election in November
is now ensconced in a state office, and those
prognosticators’ crystal balls have shattered.
The whispering has shrunk to a muffled sigh.

The deafening quiet in South Carolina has
spread, even as the state’s current Medicaid
program continues to expand and 28 states
have some form of Obamacare.

Three years ago, the federal government
made an enticing offer to states: They would
get a massive 10-to-one match of federal funds
if they fell in step with Obamacare for its first
three years.

Republican Gov. Nikki Haley led the
charge against accepting the expansion of
“free money” and “federal entanglements.”
She has argued that while the front end of the
agreement looked like a bargain, once the state
footed the entire expansion bill in coming
years, it could break the bank.

Democratic leaders, such as House Minori-
ty Leader Todd Rutherford (D-Richland), have
called for the federally led expansion of the
state Medicaid’s program, saying it was a deal
too good to pass up and that federal money
meant for South Carolina’s expansion would
flow to other states if it didn’t take the deal.

Health economists, like Lynn Bailey, said Hal-
ey could set a precedent by accepting the federal
expansion dollars and use the resulting economic
benefits to help pay for schools and roads.

l "or the past two years, State House

Big, Bigger and Bigger Still

In January 2012, the state’s Medicaid
program — which provides care for the
poor, young, old, some pregnant women and
those with certain disabilities — had roughly
905,000 participants, including partial and full
members.

Twelve months later, that number grew to
986,000 participants, according to a spokes-
man from the Department of Health and
Human Services (DHHS), the state agency
whose sole job is to oversee Medicaid in South
Carolina. :

That’s a9 percent increase in a single year.
In January 2014, the number grew to just over
1 million participants, a 4 percent increase
over the year prior, and a two-year growth rate
of 13 percent.

In October, the most recent month’s statis-
tics the agency has reconciled, the number of
participants had grown yet again, this time to
1.18 million. That represents a growth of nearly
300,000 residents — close to a 25 percent surge
since 2012.

The state spent $1 billion more on Med-
icaid and DHHS over a three-year period,
according to numbers provided by the agency.

[ Mellicaid Has Expanded Anyway

» In the 2013 budget, which includes state
and federal funding, the agency received a
little over $5.9 billion. '

» In 2014, the budgeted amount grew to
$6.5 billion, a 10 percent increase in a year. -

» In the 2015 budget, DHHS, and by exten-
sion Medicaid, received roughly $6.9 billion, a
15 percent increase over three years.

Bottom line: Even without Obamacare’s
federal match, South Carolina’s Medicaid pro-
gram grew by nearly 300,000 participants and
$1 billion dollars over a three-year period.

~ Everybody’s Not Like
‘South Carolina

South Carolina is far from the only state in
the South trying to find its way in the chang-
ing Obamacare landscape.

Kentucky Gov. Steve Beshear, a Democrat,
decided early on there were benefits beyond
moral responsibility in agreeing to expand that
state’s Medicaid program via Obamacare.

A Beshear spokesman pointed to an
analysis from PricewaterhouseCoopers that
outlined how Kentucky could end up paying
more in the long run in penalties to businesses
and other costs if it did not participate in
Obamacare.

Additionally, Beshear has held that expan-
sion would increase jobs and boost worker
productivity through reduced sick days and
more comprehensive health care and early
interventions.

Already Expanded

Looking at the growth of Medicaid rolls
and budgets over the past few years, it could
be argued that South Carolina has already
expanded its program, without Obamacare,

A DHHS spokesman this week claimed
part of the uptick could be blamed on the
increased demand for public health care
brought on by the Great Recession and its still-
lingering effects.

But health economist Bailey reads the
agency’s numbers differently, saying the devil
was in the details. She said that former DHHS
Director Tony Keck did a more than com-
mendable job in improving the Medicaid
enrollment process. In turn, that led to more
people finding they qualified for the program.

- Additionally, Bailey praised Keck’s efforts
in increasing the number of children covered
by Medicaid. Thus, the “angel in the details”
was, according to her, Keck’s commitment to
public health care as evidenced by his mak-
ing sure more of those who did qualify were
enrolled.

‘What’s next? Most of the people we talked
with over the last two weeks don't see this as
much of an issue for the time being. [

Andy Brack is editor and publisher of Statehouse Report.
He can be reached at brack@statehousereport.com, Let us
know what you think: Email editor@free-times.com.
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no role in such decisions.
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C Two road funding
bills introduced
COLUMBIA — Two
different bills to get more

¥ money to South Carolina
roads have been intro-
duced in the state House.

One bill is the idea of

a special House panel
that would lower the
state’s gas tax and raise
the sales tax on fuel. That
bill was written by Rock
Hill Republican Rep. Gary
Simrill and started with 64
sponsors including House
Speaker Jay Lucas.

The second bill is Gov.
Nikki Haley’s proposal to
raise the gas tax 10 cents.

That bill was introduced !
by Greenville Republican
Rep. Tommy Stringer and

. started with 36 sponsors
including Majority Leader
Bruce Bannister.

Haley says she can only
support that tax increase
if lawmakers lower the
state’s personal income
tax rate by 2 percentage
points.

Both bills would raise
about $400 million a year.

From wire reports J
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Haley tax proposal
COLUMBIA — Democrat-
ic legislators say Gov. Nikki
e Haley’s plan to cut income
= taxes by $9 billion over the
next decade is nothing but a
tax hike for more than a mil-
lion South Carolinians. .
House and Senate Demo-
crats urged Haley on Thurs-
day to stop holding infra-
i structure funding hostage to

a proposal they say benefits
the wealthy and forces cuts
in government services.
Haley says she supports
increasing the gas tax 10
cents to pay for roads, but
only if legislators cut the top
income tax bracket 2 per-
centage points over 10 years.
State economic advisers
say that will reduce revenue
by $1.8 billion yearly once
fully implemented. They proj-
ect 1.1 million taxpayers
would see no benefit because
they would see no gain from
Lthe income tax reduction.

County: Sumter
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Haley, Spearman
- attend education

Lancaster News
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62165 PAGELAND-Cenn'angghSchoolplayed

‘host to a gubematonal gathering on Ian.
29.° |

Central was the site for the third Olde

- — - English OEC) Principals’

Luncheon of the 2014- school year. .

~ Them “Right Affter The Election &

; Imuguradon A Conversation with South

-Carolina’s, Newly Elected Governor and

| ‘State Supenntendent of [Bducation,” was a

 professional dwelopmént and network-

 the Olde English District, which includes
Ches

~ kee, Fairfi andYorkﬁqunty schools.

- In addition to a lunch, provided by Cen-

ongl motivation from two newly-

jte officials: State Superinten-

I» o,

| B o

" ing opportunity for-school principals in.
, Lancaster, Chester, Chero-

uweretmanedtovlsmand‘

dent of Education Molly Spearman and
‘Governor iHaley. '
The governor and superintendent ar-
- rived shortly after noon and tquto the
~tageAD- aqareusmycﬁonm A

. Elementary School, helped to orgamze the
event, and-the officials were joined oh the
stage by Central High student body presi-.
dent Matthew Terry. ‘
Governor Haley — whd arrived to Page- ;
land by flying into Pageldnd Airport - was -
the first to speak and promised more focus
on education in her secondterm.
' “Ithmkoflastyearasdleyearofeduca
“tion in our state,” Haley said. SR T
“We are- ingtoWorkevenharderto :
make 2015 lg;nsame. The conversation we
~ have in Columbia should always be, ‘How
do you support your wad;ers?”’ L &
Haleyexglmnedhernewmralbeacher,
- incentive. program, outlﬁled in this year’s
state budget, which enco Bges a sense of
communityinrural reas.
Intheplan teadlersatvanouslevelswho,
- comfiit to teach in high- tumovermralap
easwnuldbe oompema:eldhyﬂwm ‘

*'1-
N

J

,a’ucahwz

YNAMICDUO

photos by LAURA CASK!Yﬂcuhy.\ﬁelmlemn

Ffrom Ief* Central ngh School studcnt body pfesldlnt Matt Terry, S.C. Gov. Nikki Haley, State: Superintendept of Education
Molly Spearman and Olde English Consorﬂu‘ﬂ Execiitive Director Dr. Michael Fanning sit on stage during the dﬁ
Luncheon at CHS on Jan. 29. Below, a large group of principals from the QEC gather for the professional development luncheon

I — .

C's Principals’-

County: Lancaster
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A student starting college to become a
teat:her could have his or her tuition paid

forthestatebyayeehgtoteachihahlgh '

turnover district for four years; a teacher

‘who has finished college could have his or

her student loans paid off by committing

\toteachmahigh -turnover district; anew
teacher (in the first five years of
could get a salary bump by going to ahigh-

- turnover district; and teachers with more
than five years of experience could go to-
grad school at the state’s expense if he or
she taught in a hlgh tumover district.

Haley's vision encouraged her to' run for
the position in the department of educa-
tion, ;-

SO“Itis my goal to bring the urban and
rural districts of South Carolina together
‘to work as one;” Spearman said. -

. She received miultiple rounds of ap-

.plause from the principals when discuss-
ing her “commori sense” approach to edu-
_cation. ‘

“I'can't complam about the depanment :

‘of educatiqn any more because it’s in my
- “We've got to get better and be more of a
setvice agency. We are working on using
‘common sense. Let us know what doesn't
make common sense and we wlll fix it,”
.Spearman said.

Spearman ‘said her department ‘would

fight federal regulations placed on’ school

lar e s SEXRL 103 T3 AT B,

. “Followirig H : speeélr Sﬂgeanmﬂdd fr-tls, ‘*l‘ﬁ’é% oﬂicta)l(s alsQ' 7
& dnemd thé crowd. She told eéducators that

ﬁmdra:sers, allowmg more things to be
decided on the local level. = -

She also said she would make sure her
department was more accessible -and
reachable than it has been in the past, with

- herselfand leaders attending the meetings

of educational groups across the state,
The department will work to build

‘bridges in the comunity with churches

and volunteers to get more people in-
volved with schools, - |
* “There are people out there who want to :
help our public schools. Weneed to havea
volunteer coo. tor Qn. the stats ;

tion of questions chosen by event moder-

ator and OEC Executive Dfrector [

chaelFannmg
" The questions ranged ﬁom summer'

learning laws to .changes in educational
standards to the- state’s “Read 0 Suceed

'Program.

. Both the govemor and the superlnten—
dent showed a willingness to work to-

- gether in the years to cometo shapeSouﬂx;

Carolind’s education.
“In order for educauon to work m our

state, the governor has to have a

hand superintendent at the department of

education. We will hopefully be able ‘to-

bnngreasonmgtoallofﬂusmadness :
Molly is fantastic and stability wﬂl come °
with her,” Haley said. N )

Contact reporter Laura Caskey at, (803) 283 1158

-or follow on Twitter @LAuraTLN .
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FOOD COMPANY TO INVEST $4.6 MILLION IN CHESTER COUNTY

Haddon House adding

Tand,

Landmark News Services

RICHBURG - Apparently, “BB”
is code for “Bigger Business.”

Haddon House Food Prod-
ucts, the largest privately-
owned distributor, importer
and exporter of specialty, natu-
ral, organic, ethnic and kosher
foods, is expanding.

The company is investing
$4.6 million to expand its oper-
ations in Chester County and
expected to create 55 new jobs.

For a while, this project was

‘code named “Project BB” in

discussions by Chester County
officials.

Founded in 1960 and head-
quartered in Medford, N.J.,
Haddon House offers and
maintains an inventory of more
than 20,000 food products.

In addition to the company’s
Richburg facility, Haddon
House operates its other major
distribution center in Howell,
N.J. Collectively, the two facili-

. Talamcattarews « wwwthelancasternews.com o Friday, February 6,2015 | Page 5

55 jobs in Richburg

for open positions may contact
sbradley@haddonhouse.com.
For more information on Had-
don House Food Products,
please visit www.haddonhouse.
com.

The Coordinating Council
for Economic Development
approved job development
credits related to the project.

“It is the continued support of
Chester County, the great State
of South Carolina and our deep
respect for the fine people of
Richburg which provides the
ongoing desire to continue ex-
panding our Richburg, South
Carolina Distribution Center,”
said Haddon House Food Prod-
ucts Chief Executive Officer Da-
vid Anderson, Sr.

“We are grateful for the oppor-
tunity to service our customers
from such a fine facility while
developing additional employ-
ment opportunities for Chester
County residents.”

-_——

ties encompass more than
1,000,000-square-feet of ware-
house space.

To expand its Chester Coun-
ty operations, Haddon House
is constructing an addition to
its existing facility. The addi-
tion will feature an expanded
freezer distribution building.

Located at 578B L&C Distri-
bution Park in Richburg, the
nearly 30,000-square-foot ex-
pansion will allow the compa-
ny to continue to meet the
needs of new and existing cus-
tomers throughout the south-
eastern United States and Ca-
ribbean as the frozen foods
sector continues to grow at an
unprecedented rate.

Construction is expected to
be completed in the second
quarter of 2015.

Hiring for the expanded
freezer distribution building
will be ongoing. :

Those interested in applying

“Governor Nikki Haley said
‘while the new industry addi-
tions are exciting, expansions
of existing manufacturers are
just as important to the state’s
economic well being.

“It's always exciting when new
businesses choose to come to
South Carolina, but it's a real
reason to celebrate when we see
one of our existing companies
like Haddon House Food Prod-
ucts makes the decision to con-
tinue growing here,” Haley said.

“We congratulate Haddon
House on announcing their
second expansion in Chester
County in only three years, and
look forward to watching them
succeed here for many years to
come.”

S.C. Secretary of Commerce
Bobby Hitt said the Palmetto
State has always been known
for great food, and said the
thriving food processing and
distribution industries are an
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extension of that.

S.C. Commissioner of Agri-
culture Hugh Weathers said
“because of commitments like
this, agribusiness has contin-
ued to be South Carolina’s
number one industry” and he
pledged support Haddon
House’s investment in Chester.

Chester County Supervisor
Carlisle Roddey said the an-
houncement shows the county
is doing a lot of things right.

“We thank Haddon House for
another vote of confidence by
choosing to expand here in
Chester County for a second
time since 2012,” Roddey said.
“Chester County continues in its
efforts to create a pro-business
atmosphere that is attractive to
our existing industrial partners.”

Chester Development Asso-
ciation Chairman Brian Single-
ton called Haddon House “a
great company” respected
throughout the food industry.
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Candidates
talk medical
marijuana,
taxes, roads

BY GAVIN JACKSON
Morning News
gjackson@florencenews.com

FLORENCE - It is two weeks until
the S.C. House District 63 Republican
primary, and on Monday evening, the
three candidates fielded a dozen ques-
tions on everything from how they
would address medicinal marijuana to
funding infrastructure if elected to the
vacant seat. :

The candidate event was hosted by
the Florence County GOP and mod-
erated by Chairman Richard Skipper,
and it didn't bring out any new rhetoric
among the three who have all run for
office before, though only-Robby Hill

. has been elected. . ‘

The event did bring out roughly 100
people to listen to Hill, a Florence City
councilman and entrepreneur, proper-
ty management company owner Elijah
Jones and attorney Jay Jordan as they
made their case for a seat that former
Rep. Kris Crawford first won in 2006.

The candidates agree that S.C. At-
torney General Alan Wilson should

L See HOUSE 63, Page 3A
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continue to fight against
gay marriage, despite it be-
coming legal last year when
a federal court overturned
the state’s constitutional
amendment. They all sup-
port S.C. Rep. Alan Clem-
mons, R-Horry, and his
proposed “Second Amend-
ment Education Act” that
would teach students, in
all schools for three weeks,
about the right to bear
arms. All candidates agree
on school choice.

Here are the candidates’
takes on other issues they
would face during their
term.

Do you support Governor
Haley’s proposed income
tax cut and gas tax increase
for road improvements?

Jones: Absolutely, I sup-
port income tax reduction.
We're one of the highest in
the area, and that hampers
business growth and inves-
tors coming to our state.
Am I for the gas tax? I don't

‘have enough information

available to me to know
that we need to increase
taxes to keep our roads and
infrastructure up. ... Before
I could vote to increase gas
tax, I would want to prove
to my constituency that we
had cut every other piece
of waste in government
before we were going to in-
crease revenue.

Hill: I think it stays true to
one of the primary tenants
of government. Our gov-

ernment should provide
public safety, education
and essential infrastruc-
ture like our roads, and we
know we're failing in a lot
of these areas, and we've

got to do better. If we raise

the gas tax as the governor
has suggested in her plan,
which I like, we have to en-
sure it's a use tax; it's a fair
tax; it taxes people who use
our roads and guarantees
money to be spent only to
improve our roads.

Jordan: I hate taxes. I feel
like we're overtaxed at ev-
ery level of government. It's
a fact of life. But we have to
face facts as well. We have a
real problem on our hands,
$40 billion shortfall over
the next number of years in
our roads system, and it’s a
problem that’s going to im-
pactus on various levels. ...
One of the ways we attract
new jobs and industry is
having good roads and in-
frastructure, and we're fall-

ing behind in that grossly.
... I like the heart of Gov.
Haley’s plan.

Other than increasing

the gas tax, do you have
_an alternative proposal for

providing funds to improve
roads and bridges?

Jordan: If you buy a car,
you pay a $300 tax, and
50 percent of that goes to

_ roads, the other 50 percent

goes to the general fund,
or I as refer to it, where tax
dollars go to be wasted. I
think it makes sense, as a
starting point, to let’s take
the entire amount, all $300,

and put it toward roads.
... Here’s the bottom line;
There's not a magic pill.
Hill: Maybe helping to
fund cities and counties
that might want to take
over maintenance of more
roads, that's something
I'd like to look into in the
Statehouse. I know local
government is closest to
the people, has an oppor-
tunity to work hard, and
of course we have to re-
form the Department of
Transportation. So maybe
there’s a way to leverage lo-

cal government and DOT
reforms. :

Jones: I think we need
to look at the system as a
whole. I would be in favor
of putting new projects on
hold until we can get our
road system into decent
shape, because as was
mentioned earlier, that's
directly - relevant to our
economic development. If
our employees can't get to
work, who's going to inves
here?

Do you support the legis-
lation of marijuana for med-
ical purposes? '

Jordan: This is a tough
question, because there
are a lot of people dealing
with medicalissues. ... I tell
people 'mnota doctor ora
Democrat when people ask
me healthcare questions.
... If we can see empirical
data that shows there’s a
benefit for patients, we're
not doing any favors if we
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don't explore every alterna-
tive. I don't think we should
decriminalize or legalize.
Hill: What I'm for is work-
ing with our research uni-
versities ... in partnership
with our medical commu-
nity, much like we're head-
ed down that path already
to study how we can use
our medical professionals
to take advantage of mari-
juana-derived products. to
eat our South Carolina
citizens. It starts with ag-
riculture. We need to work
with our ag department
and grow it locally. :
Jones: I believe looking
at some data and seeing
the useful effects would
have to be done as part of
due diligence before a vote
was cast. I would like to
see the numbers of indi-
viduals who are addicted
to prescription drugs that
are already being admin-
istered and prescribed folj

the same issues medicinal
marijuana may be used
for. ... Anything we can do
to look at alternatives that
provide safe and reason-
able accommodations for
pain management or any
other item that it would
treat, 1 certainly would be
interested in that.

Would you support a

movement to consolidate
school districts in Florence
County?
Jones:Iftheschoolboards
got together and decided
they wanted to consoli-
date districts and brought
that to the state level, that
would be something for
the legislature and delega-
tion to consider after doing

‘some due diligence.

HIl: As a businessman,
my mind tends to say this is
the right decision to have.
I've even talked to the gov-
ernor about it, when I have
the opportunity. I think it’s
a controversial issue for
sure, but my business com-

mon sense approach says

. that we don’t need four or

five superintendents telling
us what to do in our school
districts. ... As we look at
fixing our school funding
formulas, this could be
something we talk about.
Jordan: I think it's abso-
lutely something we should
give strong consideration
to. There are counties
larger than ours that oper-
ate with one school district
or maybe two. Those are
dollars were spending on
multiple  administrators,
multiple staff, multiple fa-
cilities. All that costs mil-
lions of dollars, and we
could put those funds in

bl o Voo
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Who should hold respon-
sibility for oversight and
penalty enforcement of eth-
ics violations in the General
Assembly?

Jordan: Ethics is some-
thing that ... I've been
very disappointed in. We
need dramatic response to
the problem we have. The
one-size-fits-all is not the
right approach, and that’s
how government has ap-
proached ethics. We need
to break it down into three
categories.

Hill: The only way we can
have true ethics reform
is to have independent
oversight. We have to start
with basic transparency.
We have to show when one
of us becomes your repre-
sentative, where does our

‘money come from? What

is our influence in the gov-
ernment? How does that
affect our salaries and our
income?

Jones: 1 absolutely be-
lieve the House and Sen-
ate should be under an
independent body, not the
composition of House and
Senate Ethics Committees,
as it is now. The level of dis-
trust of government is so
high, and that’s directly re-
lated to the ethics trouble
we've had in this state. * *_
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$.C. House District 63 candidates Jay Jordan, Florence City Councilman Robby Hill and Elijah Jones participate in the Florence
County GOP candidate forum Feb. 9, 2015. The event, held at the Floyd Conference Center on the campus of Carolinas Hospital
System, brought out 100 people to listen to the three candidates discuss their platforms and respond to 12 questions about
issues across the state.

The Moming News will
hold an S.C. House District
63 candidate forum at 7
p.m. Wednesday at the
Southeastern Institute of
Manutacturing and Tech-
nology Center on the Fior
ence-Darlington Technical

College campus. Doors will
open at 6:30 pm.

Florence County GOP Chairman Richard Skipper moderated
the candidate forum that around 100 people attended Monday
evening. S.C. House District 63 candidates Jay Jordan, Florence
City Councilman Robby Hill and Elijah Jones discussed their
platforms and responded to 12 questions during the forum.
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