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A.G. SCHNEIDERMAN ANNOUNCES FIRST-OF-ITS-
KIND ANALYSIS ILLUSTRATING GUN TRAFFICKING 

INTO NY
New Research Shows That 74% Of All Guns Recovered By Law Enforcement Originated Out-of-

State; Nearly Nine Out Of Ten (86%) Of Recovered Handguns -- The Weapon Of Choice For 
Violent Criminals -- Come From Out-Of-State

New Report, “Target on Trafficking,” And Interactive Tool Shows How New York’s Strong Gun 
Laws Are Undermined By Lax Laws In Iron Pipeline States

NEW YORK – Attorney General Eric T. Schneiderman today released a first-of-its-kind analysis of 
tens of thousands of “crime guns” recovered by law enforcement, illustrating gun trafficking trends 
that undermine New York’s strong laws.

The ground-breaking analysis shows that 74 percent of all crime guns recovered by law 
enforcement originated out-of-state, and nearly nine out of ten (86 percent) of recovered handguns 
come from out-of-state.

The report released today, “Target on Trafficking: Analysis of New York Crime Guns,” and the new 
interactive tool examines the purchase history of the nearly 53,000 crime guns recovered by law 
enforcement in New York between 2010 and 2015. A crime gun is any gun connected to a crime 
that is recovered by law enforcement.

“The data makes one thing abundantly clear: New York’s strong gun laws are being undermined at 
every turn by lax laws in other states,” said Attorney General Schneiderman. “Even as we 
work to make our streets safer, the illegal guns most often used in violent crimes continue to pour 
into our state. In fact, three-out-of-four guns used in New York crimes come from out-of-state. 

mailto:david.ingram@thomsonreuters.com%20%3Cdavid.ingram@thomsonreuters.com%3E
mailto:ChaneyAdams@gov.sc.gov
mailto:nyag.pressoffice@ag.ny.gov
mailto:nyag.pressoffice@ag.ny.gov
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__links.govdelivery.com-3A80_track-3Ftype-3Dclick-26enid-3DZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYxMDI1LjY1NDcyODAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MTAyNS42NTQ3MjgwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2ODY0MzUyJmVtYWlsaWQ9ZGF2aWQuaW5ncmFtQHRob21zb25yZXV0ZXJzLmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9ZGF2aWQuaW5ncmFtQHRob21zb25yZXV0ZXJzLmNvbSZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg-3D-3D-26-26-26100-26-26-26http-3A__ag.ny.gov_guns&d=CwMFAA&c=4ZIZThykDLcoWk-GVjSLm9hvvvzvGv0FLoWSRuCSs5Q&r=paUpwDHSgdnq91MXfGO1mW72Lc99b9qDnBPJ8OXZABg&m=PTlEEUJ3T-54k3616uaXlEFfWJL1dhczEHvh-E8QF0M&s=nOdp2JK1yHCkz7OI46CZOMGgE36b5bJksnwVuBTt2jw&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__links.govdelivery.com-3A80_track-3Ftype-3Dclick-26enid-3DZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYxMDI1LjY1NDcyODAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MTAyNS42NTQ3MjgwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2ODY0MzUyJmVtYWlsaWQ9ZGF2aWQuaW5ncmFtQHRob21zb25yZXV0ZXJzLmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9ZGF2aWQuaW5ncmFtQHRob21zb25yZXV0ZXJzLmNvbSZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg-3D-3D-26-26-26101-26-26-26http-3A__ag.ny.gov_guns&d=CwMFAA&c=4ZIZThykDLcoWk-GVjSLm9hvvvzvGv0FLoWSRuCSs5Q&r=paUpwDHSgdnq91MXfGO1mW72Lc99b9qDnBPJ8OXZABg&m=PTlEEUJ3T-54k3616uaXlEFfWJL1dhczEHvh-E8QF0M&s=YV6KbJ_Lw7DHA6tRdWDR7g9sD83VVsf4XC0bcUf8XOI&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__links.govdelivery.com-3A80_track-3Ftype-3Dclick-26enid-3DZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYxMDI1LjY1NDcyODAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MTAyNS42NTQ3MjgwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2ODY0MzUyJmVtYWlsaWQ9ZGF2aWQuaW5ncmFtQHRob21zb25yZXV0ZXJzLmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9ZGF2aWQuaW5ncmFtQHRob21zb25yZXV0ZXJzLmNvbSZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg-3D-3D-26-26-26102-26-26-26https-3A__targettrafficking.ag.ny.gov_tool_&d=CwMFAA&c=4ZIZThykDLcoWk-GVjSLm9hvvvzvGv0FLoWSRuCSs5Q&r=paUpwDHSgdnq91MXfGO1mW72Lc99b9qDnBPJ8OXZABg&m=PTlEEUJ3T-54k3616uaXlEFfWJL1dhczEHvh-E8QF0M&s=d_LnBUlUQ14jDbWkQ_S2DC2x_Ns8LEA5Ritn8leT2Xc&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__links.govdelivery.com-3A80_track-3Ftype-3Dclick-26enid-3DZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYxMDI1LjY1NDcyODAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MTAyNS42NTQ3MjgwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2ODY0MzUyJmVtYWlsaWQ9ZGF2aWQuaW5ncmFtQHRob21zb25yZXV0ZXJzLmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9ZGF2aWQuaW5ncmFtQHRob21zb25yZXV0ZXJzLmNvbSZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg-3D-3D-26-26-26102-26-26-26https-3A__targettrafficking.ag.ny.gov_tool_&d=CwMFAA&c=4ZIZThykDLcoWk-GVjSLm9hvvvzvGv0FLoWSRuCSs5Q&r=paUpwDHSgdnq91MXfGO1mW72Lc99b9qDnBPJ8OXZABg&m=PTlEEUJ3T-54k3616uaXlEFfWJL1dhczEHvh-E8QF0M&s=d_LnBUlUQ14jDbWkQ_S2DC2x_Ns8LEA5Ritn8leT2Xc&e=


When you look at the illegal crime gun problem, it’s the handgun that’s killing people every day – 
and 86% of recovered handguns come from out-of-state, underscoring the problem New York 
faces. It’s time for the federal government – and other states – to take common sense measures 
and ensure weak gun laws won’t continue to take the lives of New Yorkers.”

“There’s no question:  one of the biggest challenges this department faces are guns, and in 
particular handguns, that are trafficked into New York from out-of-state,” said NYPD 
Commissioner James O’Neill. “Attorney General Schneiderman’s report and gun tracing tool 
provide invaluable insight into where these guns come from and how law enforcement and 
lawmakers can act to protect New Yorkers.”

“I am grateful to the Attorney General for adding this report and supplying this webinar to our 
department,” said Suffolk County Police Commissioner Timothy D. Sini. “This department 
is committed to continue to lower crime in Suffolk County and take illegal guns off the streets.  This 
new, comprehensive database will help our department better track where these weapons are 
originating and how to combat the problem. Another innovative and valuable tool we will 
undoubtedly use. ”

Manhattan District Attorney Cyrus R. Vance, Jr., said, “These findings clearly show that 
crime guns from ‘Iron Pipeline’ states are flooding our streets and getting into the hands of 
criminals at an astonishing rate. I commend Attorney General Schneiderman for this important 
undertaking, which underscores the challenges local law enforcement faces in the fight against gun 
violence. I urge the passage of the Attorney General’s common-sense recommendations, and thank 
him for supporting the Gun Kingpin Bill I proposed earlier this year, which will help prosecutors 
put wholesale illegal firearms dealers out of business in New York State. Additionally, this report 
serves as a persuasive call for federal action – no matter how much we strengthen New York’s gun 
laws, we are fighting an uphill battle in the absence of national reform.”  

The Attorney General’s office is the first statewide law enforcement agency to obtain and analyze 
such comprehensive crime gun data provided by the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, 
and Explosives (ATF).

The analysis showed sweeping and important trends in gun recoveries, particularly in regards to 
how out-of-state guns are flooding into New York from the “Iron Pipeline” -- states with lax guns 
laws along the I-95 corridor, namely Pennsylvania, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, and Florida. These findings offer significant policy implications and context for state and 
national leaders striving to reduce gun trafficking and violence.

“Attorney General Schneiderman’s new report makes it clear that we urgently need to make gun 
trafficking a federal crime,” said U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY). “Gun trafficking is 
recognized all around, by both parties, as a major source of fuel for American gun violence, yet 
there is still no federal law that prevents someone from crossing state lines with a truckload of guns 
and selling them to criminals in a parking lot. As long as gun trafficking is not a federal crime, it 
will continue to be shamefully easy for criminals to get their hands on these weapons, and law 
enforcement won’t have the tools they need to prosecute traffickers and remove these illegal guns 
from the black market. My gun trafficking bill is one of the only gun bills that has bipartisan 
support – and this is despite the efforts of the gun industry and its powerful lobby to protect their 
own profits and stop us. The American people are demanding that Congress respond to the gun 
violence crisis, and my bipartisan gun trafficking bill is an important part of that response.”

“Each trace represents the life of a crime gun, and together these data tell a crucial story – both 
about how guns make their way to criminals, and about how law enforcement can crack down on 
gun trafficking,” said John Feinblatt, President, Everytown for Gun Safety. “Communities 



across the state are devastated by handguns that come up the Iron Pipeline from states with weak 
laws. The Attorney General’s report shows the power of bringing data together, and we hope that 
law enforcement elsewhere take note.” 

“This report provides an unprecedented look at the flow of illegal guns into New York and offers a 
stark illustration of the challenge faced by states like New York whose strong gun laws are 
undermined by a lax approach to this issue taken by other states,” said Chelsea Parsons, Vice 
President of Guns & Crime Policy, Center for American Progress. “This is the most 
comprehensive analysis of statewide crime gun trace data to date and provides invaluable 
information to law enforcement, policymakers, and community stakeholders seeking to prevent 
gun violence across the state. We are hopeful that other states will follow the example of this report 
and conduct a similar analysis to continue shining a light on the illegal trafficking networks 
currently operating in this country.”

“I applaud Attorney General Eric Schneiderman and his office for the tremendous, groundbreaking 
work that went into this report and the online tools that come with it,” said Assemblymember 
Brian Kavanagh, who chairs American State Legislators for Gun Violence 
Prevention, a 50-state coalition, and co-chairs its New York affiliate. “The gun industry 
and its allies often attempt to block research and data-gathering on gun violence, but analysis like 
this can both demonstrate the life-saving effectiveness of sensible gun laws, and also help us 
prevent gun crimes and solve them when they occur. I believe that New York's approach can serve 
as a model for federal and state action that should be emulated across the country.”

“This important new report gives our lawmakers even more evidence that when enacted, smart, 
responsible gun laws work: they reduce crime and protect communities. As Attorney General 
Schneiderman has shown with this report, the Washington gun lobby's oft-repeated canard that 
gun laws are ineffective is just that. This report also shows the need for our lawmakers in 
Washington to do more to combat the illegal gun trade, and the consequences of making it easy for 
criminals to traffic firearms from a state with weak gun laws into one with stronger laws. Gabby 
and I applaud Attorney General Schneiderman for his continued leadership on preventing gun 
violence,” said Navy combat veteran and retired NASA astronaut Captain Mark Kelly, 
the Co-Founder of Americans for Responsible Solutions. 

As part of today’s announcement, Attorney General Schneiderman also released the Tracing 
Analytics Platform, a powerful and publicly available online tool that empowers members of the 
public to dive into the data themselves, analyzing gun trends by region, year, gun type, time-to-
crime, and other factors. The tool’s interactive features also enable New York law enforcement, 
lawmakers, and residents to explore the gun trafficking patterns occurring in their individual 
communities.

The findings in the new report include:

52,915 Total Gun Recoveries
New York State law enforcement agencies recovered 52,915 firearms between 
2010-2015. In the most recent year of data, 2015, New York recovered 7,827 guns.

Only 6% Of Guns Were Recovered From a Possessor Who Was Also The Original Purchaser
Only 3,208 guns were recovered from a possessor who was also the original purchaser 
of the gun. About half of these were low time-to-crime guns.

74% of All Recovered Guns Total (handguns, rifles, etc) Originated Out-of-State
34,344 of the 46,514 recovered guns with a known purchase state originated outside of 
New York — well above the national average. Over half of these guns originated in Iron 



Pipeline states.

86% of Recovered Handguns Came From Out-of-State
Nearly 9 out of 10 recovered handguns, the weapon of choice for violent criminals, came 
from out-of-state.

57% of All Recovered Guns Were Out-of-State Handguns
For all the guns recovered in New York State, over half belong to a single category: out-
of-state handguns. Handguns are known as the weapon of choice among violent 
criminals.

New York has a low per-capita rate of gun recovery
With 39.5 recoveries per 100,000 people in 2015, New York had half the per-capita 
recoveries than the national per-capita average (84 per 100,000 people).

But New York has a very high rate of out-of-state gun recoveries
A strong majority of crime guns originated out-of-state in 2015 (75%), more than 
double the national average (29%) of out-of-state sources of crime guns.

1 in 5 Recovered Guns Were “Recently Trafficked”
Of the 30,595 guns for which we have complete data, 6,162 exhibited indicia of recent 
trafficking into New York.

In addition to unprecedented data on trafficking patterns, the report also provides key policy 
recommendations to deal with the trafficking challenges faced by New York State, including:

Congress should require universal background checks and close the “gun show loophole.”

Congress should make gun trafficking a federal crime; there is currently no comprehensive 
law that criminalizes each stage of illegal gun trafficking.

Congress should expand access to aggregate trace data so non-law enforcement actors can 
analyze crime gun data to make more informed decisions about gun laws and law 
enforcement strategies.

States should require licenses to own handguns.

New York should pass the Gun Kingpin Bill to punish traffickers so severely (up to 25 years to 
life in prison) that the business becomes too risky a proposition.

This report was prepared by Senior Advisor and Special Counsel Nicholas Suplina, Director of 
Research & Analytics Lacey Keller, and Data Scientist Meredith McCarron.

Special thanks to Deputy Attorney General Peri Kadanoff, Chief of the Organized Crime Task Force, 
the Executive Division’s Research and Analytics Department, and the OAG Web Team for their 
assistance preparing the report. Additional thanks to ATF’s New York Field Office and National 
Tracing Center for their assistance in obtaining the data used in this report. 
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