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On Friday, Pope Francis is to become the third Roman Catholic pope to visit Auschwitz. John 

Paul II  

was the first Polish pope in the church’s 2,000-year history. Auschwitz is less than an hour from 

where  

he was born, and his 1979 visit was poignant. Every bit as dramatic was the 2006 visit by the 

German-born  

Benedict XVI who had at 14 been a member of the Hitler Youth. 

 

But Francis’ visit could be the most significant ever if he uses the symbolic backdrop to break 

with the policies  

of six predecessors over 70 years and order the release of the Vatican’s sealed Holocaust-era 

archives. 

 

The debate over the church’s secret wartime files is not new. The Vatican is the only country in 

Europe that refuses  

to open all of its World War II archives to independent historians and researchers. The issue is 

more than simply  

an academic debate over the appropriate rules for public disclosure of historically significant 

documents. The church’s  

files are thought to contain important information about the Holocaust in Nazi-occupied Eastern 

Europe. The Vatican  

had eyes and ears in the killing fields: tens of thousands of parish priests who sent letters and 

reports to their bishops,  

who in turn forwarded them to the secretary of state in Vatican City. One of the monsignors in 

charge of reviewing those  
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thousands of reports was Giovanni Battista Montini, later Pope Paul VI. 

 

It is little wonder that historians are eager to study the Vatican’s Holocaust-era papers. The 

accounts by the parish priests  

may help answer lingering questions of when and what the Vatican knew about the Nazi murder 

machinery. The files are  

likely to shed light on whether the wartime pope, Pius XII, could have done more to try to stop 

the Holocaust. Also buried  

inside the secret archives are the early records of the scandal-ridden Vatican Bank, created 

during World War II. Those  

documents could resolve conclusively how much business the Vatican did with the Third Reich, 

as well as the extent  

of insurance company investments that yielded enormous profits from life insurance policies of 

Jews sent to Auschwitz,  

which I uncovered in my own reporting. 

 

And finally, the church’s secret files might resolve the debate over whether several postwar 

refugee-smuggling networks  

that were run from Rome separately by an Austrian bishop, a German priest and a Croatian priest 

 and through which  

Nazi criminals escaped  were freelance operations, or instead parts of a program that had the 

pope’s blessing. 

 

The church has since the 1960s released some wartime files, while refusing unfettered access by 

historians. In the 1990s,  

the administration of President Bill Clinton ordered federal agencies to release relevant 

Holocaust files, and also spearheaded  

an effort that persuaded several dozen other nations to do the same. The Vatican was an outlier. 

 

The 2013 election of Pope Francis held out the promise for a change in the church’s longstanding 

policy of secrecy.  

While still the archbishop of Buenos Aires, he had been asked about the dispute over the 

Holocaust-era files. The Vatican,  

he answered, “should open them and clarify everything.” Many Vaticanologists thought he 

would use a 2014 visit to Israel  

to free the files. But Francis did not say anything publicly about the papers on that visit. 

 

Francis last discussed the issue in a November 2014 interview with the Israeli newspaper Yediot 

Ahronot. The pope asked:  

“Did Pius XII remain silent in the face of the extermination of the Jews? Did he say all he should 

have said? We will have to  

open the archives to know exactly what happened.” According to Francis: “There is an 

agreement between the Vatican and  

Italy from 1929 that prevents us from opening the archives to researchers at this point in time. 

But because of the time that  

has passed since World War II, I see no problem with opening the archives the moment we sort 

out the legal and bureaucratic  

matters.” 

 

The 1929 agreement Francis cited is the Lateran Pacts between the Vatican and Benito 

Mussolini’s Fascist Italy. It gave the  
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church full sovereignty over Vatican City. The agreement declared that the pope was not only the 

equivalent of a secular monarch  

but also endowed with divine rights. Instead of preventing the church from releasing its archives, 

as Francis suggested, the agreement  

invests the Vatican with inviolable powers to set its own policies independent of any interference 

from Italy. All that is required to  

open the long-sealed archives is a papal decree. 

 

Jewish advocacy groups, human rights organizations and concentration camp survivors hope that 

Francis’ commitment to reform  

will trump the desire of Vatican traditionalists to keep the documents buried forever. On the very 

grounds where the Nazis murdered  

more than a million victims, most of them Jews, Pope Francis can do much more than have a 

photo opportunity and offer a generic  

condemnation of the depths of human depravity. By freeing the Vatican’s Holocaust-era files he 

will pay a singular and lasting tribute  

to the dead. 

 

Gerald Posner is the author, most recently, of “God’s Bankers: A History of Money and Power at 

the Vatican.” 

 

A version of this op-ed appears in print on July 29, 2016, on page A23 of the New York edition 

with the headline:  

The Vatican’s Holocaust Secrets. Today's Paper | Subscribe 

 

© 2016 The New York Times Company  

 

_____________________________________________________________________

____________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

____________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

____________ 

 

Additional information provided by CCL: 
____________________________________________ 

 

Photo of 1933 signing of Concordat between Vatican and Nazi Germany, July 20, 

1933. 

  

Vatican officials present included Giovanni Montini the future Roman Catholic 

Archbishop (1954) 

of Milan, who would be counselled by Saul Alinsky in summer 1958 on radical 

Marxist organizing.   

Montini become a Cardinal by the end of 1958, and then on June 21, 1963, 

became Pope Paul VI. 

and oversaw the last three periods of historic Second Vatican Council, 1963-

1965. 
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Signing of the Concordat between Vatican and Nazi Third Reich at Vatican City ( July 20, 

1933 )  

[ Concordat between the Holy [ sic ] See and the German Reich ] 

 

   
  

http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_image.cfm?image_id=1894 

[ Excerpt, highlighting/comment added ] 

  
The photo shows (from left to right) prelate Ludwig Kaas, German Vice Chancellor Franz von 

Papen, Papal Undersecretary of State  

Guiseppe Pizzardo, Papal Secretary of State Eugenio Pacelli ( later Pope Pius XII ), Papal 

Deputy Ottaviani, Ministerial Director  

Rudolf Buttman, Papal Deputy Montini ( [ future Pope ] Paul VI) and Couselor Klee at the 

signing of the Concordat.  
  

_____________________________________________________________________

_______ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_______ 

 
Former Nazi conscript Joseph Ratzinger, now German Pope Benedict XVI, 

criticized by Israeli Jews over his words May 11, 2009 at Holocaust Memorial in Jerusalem 

[ Vatican-Nazi Connection historical documentation section included ] 
http://www.christianlifeandliberty.net/2009-05-15-Ratzinger-Pope-words-criticized-by-Jews-

Holocaust-Memorial-May-11-VATICAN-NAZI-connection.doc  
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______________________________________________________________________________

____________________ 

  

   

www.chick.com/catalog/catholicism.asp 

www.chick.com/catalog/books/0191.asp 
  

Secret History of the Jesuits, The  
Edmond Paris 

208 pages - Paperback [ Translated from the French - 1975 ]  
  

Author Edmond Paris explains why he wrote this book... 
  

"The public is practically unaware of the overwhelming responsibility carried by the Vatican and 

its Jesuits  

in the start of the two world wars -- a situation which may be explained in part by the gigantic 

finances  

at the disposition of the Vatican and its Jesuits, giving them power in so many spheres, especially 

since  

the last conflict."  http://www.chick.com/catalog/books/0191.asp 
  

_____________________________________________________________________

_______ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_______ 

 

 

Roman Catholicism is NOT Biblical Christianity.  

ROMAN CATHOLICISM IS A FALSE RELIGION. 
March 22, 2012 
http://christianlifeandliberty.net/2012-03-22-Roman-Catholicism-is-NOT-Biblical-Christianity-ROMAN-

CATHOLICISM-IS-A-FALSE-RELIGION.docx  

 

_____________________________________________________________________

_______ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_______ 

 

 

The Roman Catholic Roots of Obama's Activism 
  

New York Times: "The Catholic Roots of Obama's Activism" 
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Page 1, Page 18 
March 23, 2014 

1)  Roman Catholic Cardinal Joseph Bernardin, Archbishop of Chicago, 

     was a member of the New World Order's treasonous Jesuit - controlled Council on 

Foreign Relations ( CFR ) 
2)  Barack Obama was mentored by Gregory Galluzzo, a "former" JESUIT (S.J.) Roman 

Catholic priest !  

 

Page 1 
http://christianlifeandliberty.net/2014-05-05-NY-Times-Obama-Roman-Catholic-Roots-p1.pdf  

 

Page 18 
http://christianlifeandliberty.net/2014-05-05-NY-Times-Obama-Roman-Catholic-Roots-p18.pdf  

 

 

 
 

 

Saul Alinsky - Hillary Clinton - Barack Obama - Roman Catholic 

Church Connections: 

 
     Marxist Radical Saul Alinsky often worked through the Roman Catholic Church during 

his 30+ years  

of community organizing, from prior to establishing his principal organization ( Industrial 

Areas Foundation )  

in 1940 along with two other co-founders including an Auxiliary Bishop of the Roman 

Catholic Archdiocese  

of Chicago, until his death in 1972.  Roman Catholic priests, including Jesuits, were trained 

in Alinskyite 

community organizing methods.  Alinsky - mentored Hillary Rodham finished her 

Wellesley senior thesis  

on Alinsky in 1969.  Alinsky's infamous book, Rules for Radicals, with its acknowledgment 

of Lucifer on  

the dedication page, was published in 1971.  Alinsky died in 1972.  Alinskyite Barack 

Obama worked as  

a community organizer in Chicago from 1985-1988, "as director of the Developing 

Communities Project,  

a church-based community organization originally comprising eight [ Roman ] Catholic 

parishes ... Obama  

also worked as a consultant and instructor for the Gamaliel Foundation, a community 

organizing institute", 

reoriented by " former" Roman Catholic Jesuit priest, Gregory Galluzzo ( S.J. - Jesuit ), a 

student / disciple  

of Alinsky, who trained Obama, and was one of Obama's mentors ." 

   
     Marxist Radical Saul Alinsky, an unbelieivng Jew, went to Italy and spent two weeks in 

summer of 1958  

in counsel with Roman Catholic Archbishop of Milan Giovanni Montini.  Through Montini 

, Saul Alinsky, also  

had an audience with Pope Pius XII ( Eugenio Pacelli ) in Rome.  Montini become a Roman 

Catholic Cardinal 
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by the end of 1958, and then in June 1963 became Pope Paul VI, overseeing the last three 

periods of historic  

Second Vatican Council, 1963-1965, which included a strong emphasis on 

Ecumenism.  Vatican II had been 

opened in June 1962 by Pope XXIII, whose opening speech affirmed the Counter-

Reformation Council of Trent  

( 1545-1563 ) which anathematizes ( curses ) Bible doctrines and/or Bible-believers over 100 

times. 

 

 

 

 

 
United States President Barack Obama - JESUIT- mentored***, Papal Servant, 32nd 

Degree Prince Hall Mason,  

a disciple of future-Pope- conferee, Lucifer - admirer, Saul Alinsky, has served his 

Jesuitical Papacy, Vatican, 

New World Order Masters in the ongoing shredding of America's Constitution during his 

2009-2016 time in office. 

 
*** In addition to community organizer training with the Industrial Areas Foundation ( IAF ), Barack 

Obama also received training  

from the Alinskyite Gamaliel Foundation, founded by "former" Roman Catholic Jesuit priest, Gregory 

Galluzzo ( S.J. - Jesuit ) in 1968. 
[ See Roman Catholic Michael Voris' documentary Video (view 30:30 - 31:10), "The Influence of Saul Alinsky on 

the Catholic Campaign 

 for Human Development". ]  "Gregory Galluzzo, ..., was one of Obama's teachers. "I tell people I'm a 

mentor," Galluzzo says, ..."  
[ NHI, Issue #149, Spring 2007 ]  

 

BOTH the Alinskyite Industrial Areas Foundation and the Alinskyite Gamaliel Foundation have themselves 

been supported  

by funds from the ( Catholic) Campaign for Human Development, part of the National Conference of [ 

Roman ] Catholic Bishops 

( beginning in 2001, called the United States Conference of [ Roman ] Catholic Bishops after combination 

with the USCC ). 
[ See documentary Video (view 28:00 - 31:10), "The Influence of Saul Alinsky on the Catholic Campaign for 

Human Development". ] 

 

 

 

 

 

(Video) RealCatholicTV.com (2010) :  

The Saul Alinsky - US Roman Catholic Bishops Conference 

- Joseph Bernardin - Theodore Hesburgh - Jesuit - connections *** 
  

http://christianlifeandliberty.net/2012-03-02-Video-RealCatholicTV-2010-Saul-Alinsky-US-Roman-Catholic-

Bishops-Conf-Bernardin-Hesburgh-Jesuit-connections.docx  
  

(Video) The Influence of Saul Alinsky on the Catholic Campaign for Human Development 

http://www.churchmilitant.tv/cia/01cchd/  [ http://www.churchmilitant.com/video/episode/ciax-

2010-03-07 ] 

Video (1:16:10) 
   

*** CCL:  With connections therefore also to the Pope / Vatican,  
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              the treasonous, Jesuit - controlled Council on Foreign Relations ( CFR ), 

              and Saul Alinsky disciple, Vatican servant, U.S. "President" Barack Obama 
  

" Obama is a disciple of Alinsky." 

Obama is a servant of Rome's Pope / Jesuit General. 

Posted March 2, 2012 / Revised March 5, 2012 
  

 

 

 

 

Saul Alinsky, Barack Obama linked to Catholic Church 

Colorado Coalition For Life  

Posted on February 18, 2012 by Jo Scott 
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