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Former House
leader Merrill
accused of
misconduct
inoffice
BY SEANNAADCOX

The AssociatedPress

COLUMBIA,S.C.
Former stateHouse Ma­

jorityLeader Jim Merrillis
accusedof using hisposition
for personal benefit,aprose­
cutorwho'sbeen investigat­
ingpossiblecorruption at
the Statehouseannounced
Wednesday.
A RichlandCounty grand

juryindictedthe lawmaker
ontwocounts of misconduct
inoffice and28counts of
violating stateethicslaws,
saidSolicitorDavid Pascoe,
aDemocrat assigned tothe
investigation in2014.
HouseSpeaker JayLucas

suspended Merrillfrom
office,effective immediate­
ly,until he's either cleared
or vacateshis seat.
A hearinghasnot been

set,according toPascoe's
statement,which specified
hewould "have nofurther
comment."
Merrill's attorneyssaid

the 49­year­oldCharleston
Republican "adamantly
denies"the chargesand
looks forwardto defending
himself incourt.
"Thework performed by

Jim Merrill's privatecompa­
nywas completelylegal and
legitimate," attorneysMat­
thew Hubbelland Leon
Stavrinakis saidinajoint
statement. Theynotethat in

SouthCarolina,being a
legislator isconsidered part­
time.
Someof the accusations

are reminiscentofallega­
tions Gov.Nikki Haleysuc­
cessfully sidesteppedin
2012,when the then­GOP­
dominatedHouse Ethics
Committee twicecleared
her, andthe stateSupreme
Court ruledthat legislators,
not courts,should handle
citizencomplaints against
elected representatives.
Merrill, astate political

advisertoDonaldTrump
duringthe presidential pri­
mary, hadno primary or
Democraticopponentthis
year. Firstelected in2000,
heservedas majority leader
from2004to2008.
The chargesinvolveMer­

rill'sGOP leadership role
andhis public relations
company,GeechieCommu­
nications. He'saccused of
lobbying for companiesas a
legislator,not reporting
incomefrom themoncam­
paign disclosures,andover­
charging the HouseGOP
caucusfor work hiscompa­
nyperformedfor GOP can­
didates.
Merrill's attorneyspoint

tononbindinglegal opinions
fromthe HouseEthics Com­
mittee andAttorney General

AlanWilson that it's not
illegal foraHousecaucus to
hire andpay amajority
leader's business.
"For over20years, his

vocationand livelihoodhave
been inthefield of advertis­
ing, directmail,and public
relations," their statement
said.
The indictmentsinclude

allegations that Merrill
billed thecaucus andthe
formerHouse speaker's
defunct politicalactioncom­
mittee morethan$275,500
between2005 and2011for
candidate mailings and
electionad placements,
"often addingamarkupof
morethan 50percent."
One countalleges he

"laundered" about
$149,000 tohiscompany
fromthe Charleston Area
Convention andVisitors
Bureau, which receives
money fromthe state's
tourismagency, whilehe
was chairman ofaHouse
budget­writing panel.
Merrillalso is accusedof

actingas alobbyist for the
stateAssociation of Real­
tors, which paidhim more
than$391,000between
2008 and 2012,during
which hesponsored legisla­
tion theindictment calls
beneficialtothe association.
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Rifle cartridgecasefirm
comingto Clarendon
ProBrass Inc.toinvest$40 million toestablish brass

cartridge manufacturing andre­manufacturing
operationsandplans tohire 70 workers.

BY JEFF WILKINSON
jwilkinson@thestate.com
SUMMERTON

ProBrass, astart­upfirm
specializingin themanu­
facturingand re­manu­
facturingof brassrifle
cartridgecases, is heading
toClarendonCounty.
The company hasre­

centlyacquiredthe
144,000­square­foot
formerFederal Mogul
autoparts plantlocated
on47acresnearScott's
BranchHigh School. The
company isinvesting$40
million inthefacility,
machineryandequip­
ment,creatingmore than
70 new jobs inSummer­
ton.

Atonetime, Federal
Mogulwas thecounty's
leadingemployer with
300workers, saidGeorge
Kosinski,executive direc­
torofthe Clarendon
CountyDevelopment
Board.
"It'sgoing tobeafan­

tasticasset," he said."It
willrevitalize thebuilding
andbeashot inthearm
forClarendon County."
ProBrassmeets military

and SportingArms and
Ammunition Manufactur­
ers Institute standards for
both the new andre­man­
ufactured brasscartridge
casesfor smallarms am­

munition.The company
plans tosell itsproducts
through distributorsspe­
cializinginconsumer
ammunition.
"We madethe decision

tolocate inSouthCar­
olina because,inthe Pal­
metto State, pro­business
is not ablandstatement
but a hard­corereality,"
ProBrass co­founderand
chief executive Christoph­
er Moe saidinanews
release. "We've benefited
enormously fromthe
rapid response toour
needs, round­the­clock
assistanceinourlocation
search andcontinuous

support."
The state's readySC

programwill assistwith
recruiting workers.Hiring
will begin nextyear.
The company willre­

ceive jobdevelopment
creditsas an incentive.
"Any timeacompany

decidestoinvest inoneof
ourruralcounties, it
shows acommitmentto
ourstatethat we couldn't
bemore gratefulfor,"
Gov.Nikki Haley saidin
the release.

Jeff Wilkinson:
803­771­8495,
@wilkinson_jeff

PHOTO BYGEORGE KOSINSKI gkosinski@clarendoncountygov.org

ProBrassInc.willopen in the former Federal Mogul plant in Summerton.
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Blythewoodwoman,
former taskforce
member,indicted for
taxevasion
BY TEDDYKULMALA

tkulmala@thestate.com

A Blythewood businesswomanand
formermember ofagovernor'stask
forceon regulatory reviewwas indicted
this weekon twocountsof taxevasion,
accordingtothe S.C. Departmentof
Revenue.
Terris ShirelleRiley wasindictedby a

Richland Countygrand juryontwo
counts ofwillful attempt toevade or
defeatatax,accordingtoanewsrelease.
Inthe 2012 and2013 taxyears, Riley

"purposely omitted"the reportingof
morethan $1.2million inincome re­

ceivedfrom NewVenue Technologies
Inc.,the Departmentof Revenue said.
Heromissionensuredthat the appropri­
ate amountof tax,which totaled more
than$50,000, wasneither properly
calculated norpaid.
If convicted,Riley faces upto$10,000

infines and/or amaximum offive years
inprison percount,officialssaid.
Separately, Rileywas indictedin2014

SEETAXES,6A
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TAXES
onembezzlement and
breach oftrust chargesin
connection with New
Venue Technologies.
According toindictments
releasedat the time, Ri­
ley wasentrusted with
funds tobepaidto va­
riousvendors who had
suppliedcomputersoft­
ware togovernmental
entities withinSouth
Carolina. Sheis accused
of converting thosefunds
toher ownuse.
The 2014 charges re­

main pending,according
toRichland Countycourt
records.
Rileywas listedas a

memberof the Gover­
nor's RegulatoryReview
TaskForce in2013, ac­
cording toalistpublished
onthe S.C. Department
of Commerce'swebsite.
The task forcewas cre­
atedinFebruary2013 by
Gov.Nikki Haley toeval­
uatethe state's regulatory
burdens onbusinesses

andpropose recommen­
dationstorelieve those
burdens.
Rileywas appointed by

stateRep. ToddRuther­
ford, D­Richland,and
was assignedwith state
Sen.BradHutto, D­Or­
angeburg, toreview the
departmentsof com­
merce,social services,
mental healthand special
needs,accordingtothe
list.Inthe task force's
executive summaryre­
port publishedinNovem­
ber2013, however,Riley
was notlisted asamem­
ber.
Rileyalso hasapend­

ingchargefrom Novem­
ber2013 for breach of
trust with fraudulent
intent, $10,000or more,
accordingtocourtre­
cords.
Shedeferred questions

toher attorney,Ruther­
ford, whocouldnot be
immediately reachedfor
comment.
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RICHLANDCOUNTY

Legislators seek new way
to pick boardmembers
RecreationCommission sagacauses RichlandCountylegislators toreconsider

howtheychoose membersfor boards over which they have no control.

BY AVERYG.WILKS

awilks@thestate.com

A dayafter S.C. Gov.
Nikki Haley firedallbut
oneremaining memberof
the troubled Richland
CountyRecreation Com­
mission's board,Richland
Countylegislators pushed
tochange howthose
board members arese­
lected inthe firstplace.
The Richland legisla­

tive delegationThursday
put offnominatingnew
members tofillthe six
vacancies onthe Rec
Commission's board.
Legislators,who name

the commission, saidthey
needat least a month to
gather andvet potential
members forthe commis­
sion, rocked this yearby
allegations ofnepotism,
sexualharassment and
otherimproper behavior.
"Godbless their soulsif

(applicants) wanttodo
that,"saidstateSen.
DarrellJackson, D­Rich­
land. "Idon'thave any
idea whythey would."
The delegationmade

fewdecisions unanimous­
ly at itsannualmeeting
Thursday.
StateRep.NathanBal­

lentine,R­Richland,logged
protestvotesagainstnomi­
nationstoseveralcounty
boardsthatarenamedby
legislators,sayingthe
delegationmustmakeits
selectionprocessmore
transparent.
Currently, an appoint­

mentscommittee, made
upof fivelegislators,sifts
throughapplications for
open board spots,then
passesitsrecommended
selections–but notthe
discarded candidates –to

the full delegationfora
vote.
Typically, the commit­

tee reviews applicants
without the candidates
being present,meaning it
cannot askfollow­up
questions,legislators said.
"Soit'sapieceofpaper

that'scompleted,andwe
gooffthattodetermine
thebestinterestsofRich­
landCounty,"Ballentine
said.
Ballentine andothers

suggestedthe full legisla­
tive delegationshould
meetand review candi­
datesbefore they are
nominated.
Other lawmakerscon­

tend the currentprocess
works, addingallmem­
bers ofthe legislative
delegationare welcome
tositinon meetingsof

the appointments com­
mittee.
"Ifyoucome tothe

hearing, ifyoucome to
the committeemeeting,
youcouldhave that op­
portunity,"saidstate Rep.
Chris Hart, D­Richland.
StateRep. James Smith,

D­Richland,who was
elected Thursdayas the

delega­
tion'snew
chairman,
saidhe
would push
tochange
the pro­
cess.
"In the

end, I think
we'llhaveabetter,im­
proved andtransparent
process."

Wilks: 803­771­8362

Smith
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DYLANN ROOF FEDERALDEATH PENALTYTRIAL

Jurorshave
a longholiday
Panel willreconvene Jan.3to begin
decidingwhetherconvicted killer
shouldreceivethedeath penalty
Whitesupremacist wasfound guilty

Thursdayon all 33counts
in hisfederal hatecrimestrial

BYJOHN MONKAND
CYNTHIA ROLDÁN
jmonk@thestate.com and
croldán@thestate.com

CHARLESTON

The federal juryof10 wo­
menand twomenwho found
Dylann Roofguilty offederal
hatecrimes Thursdayinthe
killingsof nineAfrican­Amer­
icansat a historicCharleston
churchnow must wait more
thantwoweeks forthe trial's
nextphase.
JurorsonJan. 3 willbegin

tohearevidence about
whethertogive the death
penalty orlife without parole
tothe22­year­old self­avow­
ed whitesupremacist from
Columbia.

Jurorstooktwohours
Thursdaytofindhim guilty.
Evidenceinthe case had
beenoverwhelming, includ­
ingavideo confession.
FederalJudgeRichard

Gergeltold jurorsthat during
theholidayrecess, they may
notlook at anynewsaccounts
ofoneof the mostsensational
S.C. trialsindecades. Norcan
theydiscuss thecase with
anyone–including other
jurors.
The killingsshook South

Carolinaand thenationbe­
causethey happened ina
church,becauseRoof's white
supremacistmotivations were
so blatantandbecausesurvi­

vors were so quick toexpress
forgiveness.
"These ninepeople ex­

emplified a goodnessthat
was greaterthanthis message
of hate,"prosecutor Nathan
Williams told jurorsearlier in
closingarguments, urging
them tofindRoof guilty.
After theverdict, Gergel

put Roofunder oathand
asked him onemore timeif
he wantstorepresenthimself
inthe deathpenalty phase.
Roof said"yes."His legal
team oftop defenselawyers
will beclassified as"stand­

SEEGUILTY, 6A

MOREINSIDE

Roof didhave friends,survivor
says – 9 of them, in the church
that night,6A
Intakingover his owndefense,
Roof issidelining a top
defender, Palmetto,1C

ONLINE

VIDEOS AT THESTATE.COM:
Roof hasyet to lookher in the
eye, Felicia Sanderssays. Polly
Sheppard's911call. Roof's target
practice. And Roof's confession
to the FBI.
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''THESENINEPEOPLEEXEMPLIFIEDAGOODNESS
THATWASGREATERTHANTHISMESSAGEOFHATE.
federalprosecutorNathan Williams toldjurors Thursdaymorning
FROM PAGE1A

GUILTY
by"andbe ableonlyto
offer him advice.
Gergelwarned Roof, a

ninth­gradedropout with
aGED, that heshouldnot
trytohandle suchatask.
ButRoof wasfirm. Gergel
told him hehad untilJan.
3 tochangehis mind.
If Roofdoesrepresent

himself,the jurymight
neverget tohear testimo­
nyinlinewith defense
attorneyDavidBruck's
attempts tolet thejurysee
Roof asconfused ordelu­
sionalrather thanrational.
Thatkind ofevidence
would come frompsychia­
trists andothers, but Roof
might notcallthose kinds
of witnesses.
Bruck didget totell the

juryRoof absorbedracist
readings onthe internet
but that nonormal person
would bemoved tovio­
lence bysuchreadings.
"Youhavea20­21year­

old­boyboywhohasgiven
hislifeovertothebelief
thatthereisafightraging
betweenwhitepeopleand
blackpeople,thatthereis
somevastconspiracythat
isbeingcoveredup(tohide
thatfight)...andonlyhe

candosomethingaboutit,"
Brucktoldthejury.
Prosecutors told jurors

Roof's hatredis "vast."
"After hekilled(the

Rev.) Clementa Pinckney,
hedid not stop.He em­
bracedthat hatred, and he
executed eightmore peo­
ple," Williams said.
"When yousee those

listsof churches,that tells
youthe depth,the vast­
nessof hishatred,"he
saidof Roof's listofpo­
tential targets,somein
Columbia.
Jurorsbegan deliberat­

ingshortly after1p.m. and
asked at about3p.m.to
rehear aportionof Roof's
taped FBIconfession,
fromwhen the FBIasked
ifhe remembered how
many peoplewere killed.
Theycame backminutes
later with guilty verdicts
onall 33 counts.
Gov.Nikki Haley react­

ed quickly."It is myhope
that the survivors,the
families, andthe peopleof
South Carolinacan find
somepeace inthefact
that justice hasbeen
served,"she saidina

statement.
Duringhisclosingargu­

mentsearlierThursday,
BrucksaidRoofacted
alone,withoutencourage­
mentfromabestfriendor
familymembers.Roof's
motivationcamefrom
thingshesawonthein­
ternet.Andthatheoriginal­
lyplannedtokillhimself
afterkillingothersshowed
hethoughthewasinawar
thatrequiredthosesacri­
fices,Brucksaid.
Don'tgiveRooftoo

muchcredit,Brucktold
jurors."Everythingheis
doingisjustanimitation
fromsomethinghehas
learnedfromsomewhere
else."
Bruck said"Roofnever

gave an explanationfor
his actionsexcept'he had
todoit.' Butnevergave
an answerto'why.' "
Another prosecutor,

Stephen Curran,rebutted
Bruck'sarguments,saying
Roof explainedmany
times whyhedid it: He
hated.And Roof wasnot
delusional, Curran said,as
proved byhis two­hour­
long confession.

"Don't bedistractedby
the defense... suggesting
that there's somedeeper
meaning.He told you
why,"Curran said.
As hehad throughout

the trial,Roof sat motion­
less duringclosingargu­
mentsand asGergelgave
instructions tothe juryon
the charges.
He saidinhis confes­

sion that whilethe in­
ternet madehim see that
white peoplewere victims,
a blackperson had never
done anything tohim or
his familypersonally.
As the 12jurors were

separated fromthe six
alternates, thepublic got
tosee for thefirsttime
who the12 were. All 18
had beensitting together
inthe jurybox,and the
alternates were never
identified.
Thejurythatwillmeet

againonJan.3iscom­
prisedofeightwhitewo­
men,twoblackwomen,
oneblackmanandone
whiteman.Thealternates
didnotdeliberatewiththe
jury.
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MATTWALSHmwalsh@thestate.com

FeliciaSanders, whowatchedher sonand heraunt dieatthe handsof Dylann Roof,smiles after Roofwasfound guiltyThursdayof murdering
nineparishioners atEmanuelAME Churchin Charleston.
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MATTWALSHmwalsh@thestate.com

Passersby stopThursday atMotherEmanuelAME Churchin
Charleston, whichwasdecorated for Christmas.DylannRoof
wasfoundguiltyof murderingnine parishonersthere.
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CHARLESTONCHURCHSHOOTING

Roof convictedof all counts
BY JEFFREYCOLLINS
AND MEG KINNARD

Associated Press

CHARLESTON

Dylann Roofwas convicted
Thursdayinthe chilling slaught­
er ofnine blackchurch mem­
berswho had welcomedhim to
their Biblestudy, adevastating
crime inacountry that was
alreadydeeply embroiledin
racialtension.
The same federal jurythat

found Roofguilty of all33
counts willreconvene next
month tohearmore testimony
andweigh whether tosentence
him todeath.As the verdictwas
read, Roofjuststared ahead,
much ashe didthe entiretrial.
Familymembers ofvictims held
handsand squeezedoneanoth­
er'sarms. Onewoman nodded

her headevery timethe clerk
said"guilty."
Roof, 22,told

FBIagents he
wanted tobring
back segregation
or perhapsstart a
racewar with the
slayings. Instead,
the singlebiggest
change toemerge

fromthe June 17,2015,killings
was theremoval ofthe Confed­
erate flagfrom theSouth Car­
olinaStatehouse,where it had
flownfor 50years over the
Capitol or onthe grounds.Roof
appeared with theflag inseveral
photos inaracist manifesto.
The shooting happened just

monthsafter Walter Scott,an
unarmed blackman, was killed
bywhite police officerMichael
Slager when hefled atraffic
stop inNorthCharleston. Police
shootings aroundthe county
haveheightened tensionsbe­
tweenblack communities and
the lawenforcementagencies
that patrol them,sometimes
resultinginprotests andriots.
InRoof'sconfession tothe

FBI, thegunman saidhecarried
out thekillings afterresearching
"blackonwhite crime"on the
internet.
Roof toldthe judgeagain

SEEROOF,6A
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ROOF
Thursdaythat hewanted
toact ashis ownattorney
duringthe penalty phase.
He will alsoface a death
penalty trialinstatecourt
onnine murdercharges.
Inclosingarguments,

AssistantU.S. Attorney
NathanWilliams mocked
Roof forcalling himself
braveinhis hate­filled
journal andduringhis
confession, sayingthe real
bravery camefromthe
victimswho triedto stop
him ashe fired77bullets
at EmanuelAfrican Meth­
odist Episcopalchurch.
"Those peoplecouldn't

see thehatred inhisheart
anymorethan theycould
see the.45­caliber hand­
gun andthe eight maga­
zinesconcealed around
hiswaist,"Williams said.

Defenselawyer David
Bruck concededRoof
committed theslayings,
but heasked jurors tolook
into hishead andsee what
caused him tobecomeso
full ofhatred, calling him
asuicidal lonerwho never
grasped thegravity of
what hedid.
The defenseput upno

witnesses duringthe se­
ven­daytrial.They tried to
presentevidence abouthis
mental state, but thejudge
ruled that it didnot have
anything todowith Roof's
guilt orinnocence.
Roofwas justimitating

what hesaw onthein­
ternet andbelieved hehad
togive hislife to"a fight
tothe deathbetween
white peopleand black
people that onlyhe"could

see andacton, Bruck said.
Theprosecutor's50­

minuteclosingargument
filledthecourtwithten­
sion.Attimes,theprose­
cutorraisedhisvoice,say­
ingRoofwasacold,calcu­
latedkiller.Somefamily
membersofvictimsdabbed
theireyeswithtissues,and
jurorsappearedemotional
whenWilliams,afterapol­
ogizingtothem,showed
crimescenephotosofeach
personkilledalongsidea
smallpictureofthemwhile
alive.
Thosepictures included

the Rev.Clementa Pinck­
ney, 41,EmanuelAME's
pastor andastatesenator;
MyraThompson, 59,who
taught Biblestudy that
night;Cynthia Hurd,54,a
librarianwho stayedto

support Thompson;and
Depayne Middleton­Doc­
tor, 49, whofriends said
sanglike an angel.
Alsoslainwere Daniel

"DapperDan"Simmons,
74,nicknamed for his
shinyshoes andfine hats;
Sharonda Coleman­Sin­
gleton,45,ahigh school
track coach;EthelLance,
70,the church sexton who
keptthe bathroomsand
building immaculately
clean;SusieJackson, 87,
who sanginthechoir; and
Tywanza Sanders,26,
Jackson's nephewand an
aspiring poet.
Threepeople survived

the shooting. Onesurvi­
vor,Felicia Sanders,
wouldn'tsay ifshewanted
Roofput todeath, but said
hewas acoward because
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herefused tolook at her
as shetestified.
Sheplans asimple ges­

tureto honorherfriends
the restofher life."I wear
asmile, because if you
look at thepictures of all
nine, they'resmiling,"
Sanders said.
The prosecutorsaidthe

good ofall those faithful

Roof

MICHAEL PRONZATO AP

A manwalkspast flowers and awreathat EmanuelA.M.E.Churchon
Thursday, thesite ofthe slaughter ofnine black churchgoers.

churchgoersprevailed
over Roof'shatred.
"This defendantchose

totake their lives.He
chosetobreaktheir bod­

ies. Buthedoes notgetto
choosewho they were,"
Williams said.
Inalengthyrecording

playedearlier at trial, Roof
told FBIagentshe picked
MotherEmanuel because
of itshistoric significance
inthe blackcommunity.
The church isthe oldest in
the Southand oneofits
founders, Denmark Vesey,
ledafailed 1822slave
rebellionthat drove the
church underground.
Roof, who wasconvict­

ed of federal hatecrimes
andobstruction ofreli­
gion, saidhehad felt com­
pelledto actbecause of
the wayblacks treated
whites andsaidthe shoot­
ingswere "minuscule"in
comparison.
The prosecutorrecount­

ed otherevidence, like
how Roofsat inthe church
parking lotfor 28minutes
inhis car,likely loading
the 88bullets –anumber
embraced symbolically by
white supremacists–into

eight magazines.
Afterthe shootings,

SouthCarolina Gov.Nikki
Haley threw hersupport
behindremovingthe Con­
federateflag fromthe
Statehouse. Shehad spent
years inoffice calling it a
settled issue.
"It ismy hope that the

survivors,the families,
andthe people ofSouth
Carolina canfindsome
peaceinthe factthat jus­
tice hasbeenserved,"she
saidinastatement.
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CHARLESTON CHURCHSHOOTING

Juryfinds Dylann Roof guilty
BY KEVINSACK ANDALAN
BLINDER

New YorkTimes
CHARLESTON,S.C.

Dylann Roof, aself­
radicalized youngwhite
supremacistwho killed
nine blackparishioners
last year whenhe opened
fire duringalong­planned
assaulton EmanuelAfri­
canMethodist Episcopal
Church, was foundguilty
byafederal juryThurs­
day.
The juryconvictedRoof

of ninecounts ofhate
crimes resultingindeath,
three countsof hate
crimes involving an at­
tempttokill (three people
survived), ninecounts of
obstructingthe exerciseof
religion resultingindeath,
three countsof that
chargewith an attemptto
kill,and ninecounts of

using a
firearmto
commit
murder
duringa
crime of
violence.
Roof, 22,

stood, his
hands athis

sideand hisface emotion­
less,as aclerkreadthe
verdictaloud incourt.

He will facethe same
jurors nextmonth when
they gather Jan.3tobegin
asecond andmore sus­
penseful phaseof histrial
todecidewhether hewill
besentenced todeathor
lifein prison withoutpa­
role.
As the firstverdicts

were read,afewwomen
inthe courtroomnodded
with satisfaction.But as
the clerkreadthe counts,
aprocess that tookabout
12 minutes, thewomen
eventually drewstill.After
the courtadjourned,the
twoadult survivors ofthe
attack,FeliciaSanders and
PollySheppard,shared a
longembrace.
Reaction wasswift. "It

is myhope that thesurvi­
vors, thefamilies and the
people ofSouth Carolina
can findsomepeace inthe
factthat justice hasbeen
served,"S.C. Gov.Nikki
Haley saidinastatement.
The juryreachedits

verdicthoursafter hearing
closingarguments inthe
case. The outcome
seemed aforegone con­
clusionfrom thefirst min­

utesof the trial,which
began Dec.7and included
aswift acknowledgment
fromthe chief defense
lawyer,David Bruck,that
Roof wasresponsible for
the "astonishing,horrible
attack"onJune 17,2015.
Roof, who livedinthe

Columbia area, hadchill­
inglyconfessed toin­
vestigators nearly18
monthsearlier andre­
vealed hispurposein a
blatantly racistmanifesto
that hepublished online.
Hischoice oftargets
seemed intenselypremed­
itated –hescouted the
church halfadozen times
–althoughhe alsore­
searched otherblack
churches andafestival
elsewhere inSouthCar­
olinabefore settlingon
Charleston because,he
wrote, it is the"most his­
toric city inmystate."
Inhis 53­minuteclosing

statement tothe jury,
AssistantU.S. Attorney
NathanWilliams, depicted
Roof as"a man ofhatred,
a manwho'sproven tobe
a cowardand aman of
immenseracialigno­
rance."Repeatedly using

the word"hatred"to con­
nect Roofto thehate­
crime counts,Williams
saidthe defendanthad
"executedthembecause
hebelieves that theyare
nothingmore thanani­
mals."
The prosecutor's voice

often rosein outrage,and
the jurorswere again
shownphotographsof the
carnage Roofleft behind.
"Hemust be heldac­

countablefor each and
every actionhetookin
that church,"Williams
urged.
As hehas throughout

the trial,Bruck responded
byplanting suggestions
that Roof wasmentally
unstable, and thusnot
fully accountable. He
pepperedhis closingstate­
ment with wordslike "ab­
normal," "irrationality,"
"senselessness,""illog­
ical,""obsessive,""delu­
sional"and"suicidal."
Roof toldthe FBIina
confession shortlyafter
being arrested that hehad
saved ammunition tokill
himself if, ashe expected,
heconfronted policewhen
heleft the church.

Roof
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Victims, officials react to Roof's conviction
TIM SMITH

TCSMITH@GREENVILLENEWS.COM

CHARLESTON ­ Feli­
cia Sanders, who sur­
vived the shootings that
killed nine of her fellow
parishioners at Emanuel
AME Church, told a fed­
eral jury that she consid­
ered Dylann Roof "evil,
evil, evil."
On Thursday, after a

jury convicted him of all
33 counts against him,
she said the verdict was
"music to my ears."
"I wasn't expecting

anything less," she said.
Victims, family mem­

bers and officials in and
out of Charleston reacted
to the guilty verdicts
Thursday saying they
felt justice had been
done.
The Rev. Eric Man­

ning, pastor of Emanuel,
told The Greenville News
he was "elated with the
verdict. That goes with­
out saying."
He said family mem­

bers of victims would
have more to say next
week.
Sanders, her husband

Tyrone and Daniel Si­
mons Jr., whose father
was killed in the shoot­
ings, talked with report­
ers about the trial and its
aftermath following the
guilty verdicts Thursday.
Sanders, who said she

expected to testify in the

the sentencing phase,
said she did not want to
talk about Roof but her
husband said he felt Roof
was "pure evil." He said
his idea of his punish­
ment would be "medi­
eval."
Sanders said if Roof

had reached out to those
with him at the Bible
study that night instead
of shooting them, he
would have received
friendship.

"He said he didn't have
any friends," she said. "He
had 12 friends sitting with
him in the room that night.
If he had only reached out,
we would have reached
back to him."

She said she wasn't pre­
pared yet to say whether
she thinks he should re­
ceive the death penalty.
She said she smiles con­
stantly to honor those who
were killed by Roof.
Simons said he be­

lieves the system "has
done a great job."

"I'm very pleased with
the process," he said.
The Rev. Joseph Dar­

by, a longtime pastor and
official in the AME
church and first vice
president of the Charles­
ton NAACP branch, said
he was "relieved" by the
verdicts.
"I'm relieved that jus­

tice was done," he said.
"We hope things will go
forward in a just way as
well."

Gov. Nikki Haley, who
asked lawmakers to re­
move the Confederate
flag from the Statehouse
grounds in response to
the shootings, issued a
statement following the
verdicts saying she
hoped they would bring
some peace.
"It is my hope that the

survivors, the families,
and the people of South
Carolina can find some
peace in the fact that jus­
tice has been served," she
said.

U.S. Sen. Lindsey Gra­
ham said in a statement
that the verdicts were a
"significant step" toward
justice for the victims.
"I know nothing can

ever completely take
away their pain, but I do
hope the verdicts will
provide some small mea­
sure of comfort to the
families of the victims,"
he said. "If there was
ever a justified guilty
verdict, this was this
case."
U.S. Sen. Tim Scott

thanked the victims and
their families following
the verdicts.
"As the killer now

awaits sentencing, I want

the families of those lost
that day to know one
thing: we are all still with
you," he said in a state­
ment. "While this chapter
is now closed, the rest of
this book has yet to be
written. Your strength
and courage has changed
Charleston, South Caroli­
na, and our nation forev­
er. We will not ever be
able to fully thank you for
showing us all the true
meaning of righteous­
ness, but what we can do
is continue working ev­
ery single day to ensure
that the legacy of the
Emanuel 9 lives on forev­
er. "

State Sen. Gerald Mal­
loy, a Darlington County
Democrat who was in
Charleston Thursday,
said he hoped the ver­
dicts would help bring
closure to the victims'
families.
State Sen. Marlon

Kimpson, a Charleston
Democrat, said it would
be difficult to say he was
excited about the ver­
dicts "because so many
lives have been de­
stroyed."
"But the jury did their

job," he said. "I hope this
will serve as a deterrent
for future Dylann Roofs
who would desire to copy
this man's actions."
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After two hours, jury delivers verdict on 33
charges against Roof in deaths of parishioners
TONYA MAXWELL
TMAXWELL@CITIZEN­TIMES.COM
AND TIM SMITH
TCSMITH@GREENVILLENEWS.COM

CHARLESTON – A federal jury took a little less than
two hours Thursday to find Dylann Roof, the self­admit­
ted white supremacist who shot to death nine black pa­
rishioners at a Charleston church, guilty of all 33 counts
lodged against him.

Roof stood silent and unmoving except for the fin­
gers of his right hand, which fidgeted at times as a court
official read each count. Several people in the court­
room who lost loved ones in the June 2015 attack at
Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church nodded
silently with each "guilty."

Among them was Felicia Sanders, a survivor of the
attack, who held her 11­year­old granddaughter to near­
suffocation to keep the child still in a hail of gunfire. The

girl survived, but Roof murdered
two others in Sanders' family, her
26­year­old son, Tywanza Sanders,
and her 87­year­old aunt, Susie
Jackson.
Afterward, she called the ver­

dict "music to my ears," adding, "I
wasn't expecting anything less."

A few shed tears as the word "guilty" was repeated
again and again in a verdict that holds Roof responsible

not only for the murders, but also for hate crimes and
obstruction of religion.

The 22­year­old will next face a penalty phase, sched­
uled to begin in January, where the same panel will de­
termine whether he should face life imprisonment or
execution. Both prosecutors and defense attorneys
have declined to comment.

Roof has elected to represent himself at sentencing,
a move that strips his defense team of its decision­mak­
ing powers. Court statements hint that the rift is over
evidence Roof suffers from an unnamed mental defect,
a position his attorneys have taken for months in court
documents.
After jurors were dismissed, U.S. District Court

Judge Richard Gergel, again called Roof's desire to self­
represent a "bad decision," and asked him a series of
questions confirming he wants to maintain that course.

Roof, answering only "yes" or "correct," confirmed

See GUILTY, Page 13A

"I wasn't expecting
anything less."
FELICIA SANDERS
A SURVIVOR OF THE ATTACK, WHO CALLED THE VERDICT "MUSIC TO MY EARS"
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his decision, though Ger­
gel said he would allow
Roof to change his mind
until jurors reconvene.

"I will do that up to Jan­
uary third," said. "What­
ever decision you made on
that day, we are proceed­
ing."
The final day of the

case began as jurors heard
closings statements of­
fered by prosecutors and
Roof's lead defense attor­
ney, who spoke to the panel
for the last time, absent a
change of mind by his
now­former client.
The men, prosecutor

Nathan Williams and de­
fense attorney David
Bruck, agreed on the most

important point before ju­
rors. Both said Roof is
guilty of the attack at
Mother Emanuel.

But otherwise, the men
were a study in contrasts.
Williams, at 43, was delib­
erate, his voice sometimes
rising with fervor, point­
ing to Roof as he described
the defendant's racism
and cowardice. Roof did
not return the prosecutor's
gaze.

Throughout six days of
testimony Roof has rarely,
if ever, turned his head to
look at a witness or evi­
dence, instead staring
straight ahead or at the ta­
ble before him, a demea­
nor that raises questions

about what, if any, kind of
case he will offer.
"What I am going to

talk about is the vastness
of this defendant's ha­
tred," Williams told jurors,
repeating that final word
throughout his statement.
In 50 minutes, he of­

fered a summary of the
voluminous case against
Roof, honing in on the
months of planning that in­
cluded purchasing a gun,
stockpiling ammunition
and writing a manifesto of
racist vitriol.

He pointed out too, that
Roof penned a list of pre­
dominately black
churches, Mother Eman­
uel listed at the top of one.

"When you see that list

of churches, you see the
vastness of his hatred,"
Williams said, and offered
a chilling video showing
Roof shooting his Glock
pistol, its aim angled down
to a phonebook on the
ground.

Roof's attorney, the 67­
year­old Bruck, perpetual­
ly described as soft­spo­
ken, sometimes dropped
into a quiet that, to specta­
tors in the courtroom gal­
lery, was swallowed by the
rustle of notebook paper
or a creaking wooden
bench.
To William's concrete

motive of hatred, Bruck
offered something more
nebulous in an address
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that coaxed jurors to con­
sider the future, a sentenc­
ing phase where life im­
prisonment is an option.
Bruck walked and

sometimes crossed a fine
line of trial rules, bringing
objections from prosecu­
tors, in a closing intended
to lead them to believe
what he believes – evi­
denced by his failed at­
tempts to offer mental
health experts as witness­
es – that Roof suffers from
a mental impairment.
"He tells the FBI he's

not delusional," Bruck
said, also referencing the
video­recorded confes­
sion. "If someone says
that, common sense tells

you he might be delusion­
al."
He pointed to Roof's

confusion on that tape, one
in which he was unsure of
the month and the number
of victims, as well as a rac­
ist paradigm that seemed
to form suddenly with an
internet search for "black
on white crime."

"What happened in that
instant is he acquired a
magic decoder ring to ex­
plain every bad thing on
the Earth," Bruck said.
Jurors seemed to at

least consider Bruck's
statements. They asked a
single question, one that
came an hour into deliber­
ation. They asked to see
the video in which he was

surprised when FBI
agents told him nine were
dead. Roof thought the vic­
tims numbered five, may­
be four.
Bruck concluded by

asking jurors to "look be­
yond the surface," asking,
"Is there something more

Cynthia Hurd, 54.

Rev. Clementa
Pinckney, 41.

Rev. Sharonda
Coleman­Singleton, 45.

to the story?"
The shootings horrified

South Carolinians and the
nation, and President Ba­
rack Obama eulogized the
victims, praising their
families for their grace in
forgiving Roof, as a few
did during Roof's bond
hearing shortly after his
capture.
The Mother Emanuel

shootings prompted a dia­

logue about race relations,
and Gov. Nikki Haley in a
statement said, "It is my
hope that the survivors,
the families, and the peo­
ple of South Carolina can
find some peace in the fact
that justice has been
served."

South Carolina voted to
lower the Confederate
flag from Statehouse
grounds in response to the
crime.
It was a flag that Roof

had visited when it was
flying at the Statehouse. It
appeared among the many
photos he took of historical
sites around the state,
many of them steeped in a
history that harkens to
slavery or racial tensions.
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Rev. DePayne
Middleton­Doctor, 49.

Rev. Daniel
Simmons Sr., 74.

Susie Jackson, 87.

Myra Thompson, 59.

Ethel Lee Lance, 70.

Tywanza Sanders, 26.
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CHARLESTON COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE VIA GETTY IMAGES
Dylann Storm Roof was found guilty in the mass shooting at the Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church that killed nine people on June 18, 2015, in Charleston.
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CHARLESTON CHURCHSHOOTING

Juryfinds Dylann Roof guilty
BY KEVINSACK ANDALAN
BLINDER

New YorkTimes
CHARLESTON,S.C.

Dylann Roof, aself­
radicalized youngwhite
supremacistwho killed
nine blackparishioners
last year whenhe opened
fire duringalong­planned
assaulton EmanuelAfri­
canMethodist Episcopal
Church, was foundguilty
byafederal juryThurs­
day.
The juryconvictedRoof

of ninecounts ofhate
crimes resultingindeath,
three countsof hate
crimes involving an at­
tempttokill (three people
survived), ninecounts of
obstructingthe exerciseof
religion resultingindeath,
three countsof that
chargewith an attemptto
kill,and ninecounts of

using a
firearmto
commit
murder
duringa
crime of
violence.
Roof, 22,

stood, his
hands athis

sideand hisface emotion­
less,as aclerkreadthe
verdictaloud incourt.

He will facethe same
jurors nextmonth when
they gather Jan.3tobegin
asecond andmore sus­
penseful phaseof histrial
todecidewhether hewill
besentenced todeathor
lifein prison withoutpa­
role.
As the firstverdicts

were read,afewwomen
inthe courtroomnodded
with satisfaction.But as
the clerkreadthe counts,
aprocess that tookabout
12 minutes, thewomen
eventually drewstill.After
the courtadjourned,the
twoadult survivors ofthe
attack,FeliciaSanders and
PollySheppard,shared a
longembrace.
Reaction wasswift. "It

is myhope that thesurvi­
vors, thefamilies and the
people ofSouth Carolina
can findsomepeace inthe
factthat justice hasbeen
served,"S.C. Gov.Nikki
Haley saidinastatement.
The juryreachedits

verdicthoursafter hearing
closingarguments inthe
case. The outcome
seemed aforegone con­
clusionfrom thefirst min­

utesof the trial,which
began Dec.7and included
aswift acknowledgment
fromthe chief defense
lawyer,David Bruck,that
Roof wasresponsible for
the "astonishing,horrible
attack"onJune 17,2015.
Roof, who livedinthe

Columbia area, hadchill­
inglyconfessed toin­
vestigators nearly18
monthsearlier andre­
vealed hispurposein a
blatantly racistmanifesto
that hepublished online.
Hischoice oftargets
seemed intenselypremed­
itated –hescouted the
church halfadozen times
–althoughhe alsore­
searched otherblack
churches andafestival
elsewhere inSouthCar­
olinabefore settlingon
Charleston because,he
wrote, it is the"most his­
toric city inmystate."
Inhis 53­minuteclosing

statement tothe jury,
AssistantU.S. Attorney
NathanWilliams, depicted
Roof as"a man ofhatred,
a manwho'sproven tobe
a cowardand aman of
immenseracialigno­
rance."Repeatedly using

the word"hatred"to con­
nect Roofto thehate­
crime counts,Williams
saidthe defendanthad
"executedthembecause
hebelieves that theyare
nothingmore thanani­
mals."
The prosecutor's voice

often rosein outrage,and
the jurorswere again
shownphotographsof the
carnage Roofleft behind.
"Hemust be heldac­

countablefor each and
every actionhetookin
that church,"Williams
urged.
As hehas throughout

the trial,Bruck responded
byplanting suggestions
that Roof wasmentally
unstable, and thusnot
fully accountable. He
pepperedhis closingstate­
ment with wordslike "ab­
normal," "irrationality,"
"senselessness,""illog­
ical,""obsessive,""delu­
sional"and"suicidal."
Roof toldthe FBIina
confession shortlyafter
being arrested that hehad
saved ammunition tokill
himself if, ashe expected,
heconfronted policewhen
heleft the church.

Roof
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