
Unions ready to fight
To the editor,
On Sept. 10 in a Georgetown
hotel meeting room a group
met for the 59th year here in
South Carolina. There were
no news crews or reporters
in attendance.
This group awarded schol­
arships to members' chil­
dren and grandchildren.
The group discussed issues
that affect citizens of our
state and asked politicians to
come and be a part of those
conversations. The members
have family ties to South Car­
olina dating back hundreds of
years and are staples in their
communities. The members
of this group through a demo­
cratic process elected an ex­
ecutive board to work within
our state for the betterment
of the organization.
This organization discussed

how it could help the George­
town community after the
devastating closure of the
steel mill. Gov. Haley, who is
younger than the time that
this organization has been
serving South Carolina, was
invited to learn what this or­
ganization is and does in her

state but was unable to attend.
This organization, a staple
for almost 60 years, is none
other than the SC AFL­CIO.
An organization of unions
with members who live
across the state of South
Carolina. An organization
that has been repeatedly been
told that it does not exist here
in our state by Gov. Haley.
I encourage Gov. Haley and

all our legislators to reach out
to this organization to speak
with the members and learn
our history.
To learn that a labor organi­

zation is more than the inter­
nationals that our politicians
like to say are the ones push­
ing labor issues in our state.
To learn the stories of the
struggles of the citizens of
South Carolina and how the
SC AFL­CIO works to help
with those struggles. But,
most of all, to learn that we
are here, and we are not going
any were without a fight be­
cause we fight for our ances­
tors, as well as our children's
future.
Joe Shelley
Vice President
SC AFL­CIO
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Game is over, governor
To the editor,
Applause from the audience.
"Welcome to the new reality

game show 'SO YOU THINK
YOU HAVE A DEAL,' brought
to you by the American Petro­
leum Institute. I'm Bob Blow­
hard, your host. Don, who is
our first guest?"
Don: "Gov. Nikki Haley,

COME ON DOWN."
Bob: "Gov. Haley, you get to
choose what's behind door
number one labeled 'Money,
Money, Money,' door number
two labeled 'Jobs, Jobs, Jobs,'
or door number three labeled
'Political Aspirations.' Which
door do you choose first?"
Gov. Haley: "Our great state

needs money for all the pro­
grams it can't afford, so I'll
choose door number one."
Bob: "Sorry, governor, but

President Obama and Secre­
tary of the Interior Sally Jew­
ell have decided that revenue
sharing from offshore drilling
should not go to the states so
they kept it. You get zip. Care
to try another door?"
Gov. Haley: "Well, we re­

ally do need jobs and offshore
drilling needs infrastructure,
and Georgetown could be the
next Port Fourchon. I'll take
door number two."
Bob: "Sorry again, governor,

but the oil drillers need sup­
pliers right away and it would
take years to develop that kind
of port in Georgetown. They
picked Norfolk, Virginia, be­
cause it is already a huge deep
water port, has no bridges to
get under, has Newport News
Shipbuilders right there to
make repairs or build new
supply ships, and has freeways
and railheads already built
in. No jobs for South Carolina
there. You have one door left."
Gov. Haley: "Well, at least I

still have my political career
to fall back on. I'll take door
number three."
Bob: "Sorry, Gov. Haley.
Through some odd quirk of
politics, a circus clown was
nominated by the GOP to run
for president, and he has cho­
sen a swimsuit model as his
running mate because she
is 'So hot.' Don, what kind of
parting gifts do we have for the
governor?"
Don: "Well, governor, we
have a hearty 'Thank you' to
give you and bus fare back to
South Carolina. And now for
our next guest: U.S. Sen. Tim
Scott, COME ON DOWN."
Applause from the audience.
Ed Yaw
Pawleys Island
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11GOPpresidentialhopefuls
to speakinGreenville
ElevenGOP presi­

dential hopefulswill be
trying tomake their case
Fridayfor the White
House inGreenville.
You canfollow The

State's coverageof Heri­
tage Action's"Take Back
America" forumon thes­
tate.com, where political
reporter Andrew Shain
will postlive updatesas
the candidates ­in­
cluding theTop 5 front­
runners, accordingto
nationalpolls­answer
questions fromS.C. Gov.
Nikki Haley andHeritage
Action leaders.
The eventat BonSe­

cours Wellness Arena
starts at4p.m. Thecan­

didates each willspeak
for about20 minutes.
The forum'slineup

features:New Yorkbusi­
nessmogul Donald
Trump;retired Maryland
neurosurgeonBenCar­
son;formerchief exec­
utiveCarly Fiorina;form­
er Gov.Jeb Bushof Flor­
ida; U.S.Sens. TedCruz
ofTexas, Rand Paul of
Kentuckyand Marco
Rubioof Florida;Govs.
Chris Christieof New
Jersey,BobbyJindalof
Louisiana andScott
Walkerof Wisconsin; and
formerU.S. Sen.Rick
Santorum ofPennsylva­
nia.

­ FROMSTAFF REPORTS
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Ethics board:It's legalforHaley to
get seasontickets

COLUMBIA

Add gettingGamecocks
season football ticketsin a
luxury suite tothelist of
permissible perksfor
South Carolina'sgovernor.
Gov.Nikki Haley and

previous governors, going
back decades,have rou­
tinely received thetickets
as abenefit of occupying
the Governor's Mansion.
But Haley'soffice sought
an opinion fromthe State
Ethics Commission about
the gift earlier this month
following questions froma

reporter, saidherattorney,
Butch Bowers.
The board onWednes­

day unanimouslyapproved
allowing theuniversity to
continue the longstanding
practice, calling it agift to
the office rather thanHa­
ley herself.
The governor's office

receives16 tickets toeach
homegame.Haley person­
ally attendedthree of the
seven homegameslast
year,saidHaley spokes­
woman Chaney Adams.
Ethics Commission

attorneyMichael Burch­

steadcalled it a"close
question."
Ordinarily,it's easier to

discernwhen giftstothe
governor'soffice that
exceed thelimit are never­
theless legal,hesaid, us­
ingthe example ofapaint­
ingthat remains onthe
wall forfuture governors.
Buthe concludedit's

OKas longas USC contin­
ues toprovide the tickets
with norestrictionson
their use,and Haley puts
priorityonusing themfor
statepurposes, suchas
hosting dignitariesor
courting company exec­
utives.

­ THEASSOCIATED PRESS
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Lowcountry in some
pretty deep water

Nuisance flooding is on rise with development, loss of wetlands
BY BO PETERSEN
bopete@postandcourier.com

The flooding last month that
swamped a mobile home park in
North Charleston and impacted
thousand of people's commute
from the Sea Islands is likely to
happen again ­ and soon, ex­
perts predict.
Nuisance flooding is on the

rise in the Lowcountry as devel­

opment increases, filling in wet­
lands and creating more imper­
vious surface, such as blacktops
and roofs. It's a problem felt up
and down the rapidly growing
East Coast.
The Shadowmoss Plantation
flooding was in a low­lying
area near Church Creek, along

rapidly developing Bees Ferry
Road. The Charlestowne Village
Mobile Home Park flooding in
North Charleston took place in a
low spot across Dorchester Road
from the newly built Jerry Zucker
Middle School and in the vicinity
of development around Charles­
ton International Airport.
And the Main Road flooding

below the Limehouse Bridge to
Johns Island took place at a low
point of the road where it crosses
wetlands, near the newly built
McLernon Trace townhouse
subdivision and commercial de­
velopment along U.S. Highway 17.

Please see FLOODING, Page A8

Nuisance flooding on rise in Lowcountry
FLOODING, from A1

Overall, the Aug. 31 flood­
ing was bad enough that Gov.
Nikki Haley declared five
coastal counties a disaster and
the federal Small Business Ad­
ministration is making avail­
able low­interest loans to help
with recovery.
At a public meeting last week

with state and county transpor­
tation staffers, residents weren't
mollified when the Main Road
flooding was characterized as a
"freak" weather occurrence of
heavy rains and high tides.
"If you've got all that going

on, all those houses, you're al­
ways going to have flooding
there," said Edisto Island resi­
dent McKinley Washington,
a former state senator, at the
meeting.
"If you build up one side of

the road and not the other, the
water has to run down some­
where," said the Rev. Bernard
Brown to murmurs of assent.
The S.C. Department of
Transportation operations
chief engineer did not disagree.
"Absolutely," operations chief
Andrew Leaphart said after
the meeting, confirming that
nearby development makes it
harder to maintain roads not
only because of more cars but
because of difficulties drain­
ing them. "The geographical
features of an area impact it,"
he said.
The numbers back them up.

A 2014 National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
study concluded that Charles­
ton floods four times more
often today than it did in the
1960s, and it's going to get
worse. A number of factors were

cited, including the loss of nat­
ural barriers, such as wetlands,
as well as sea­level rise and land
subsidence.
An ongoing College of
Charleston study has found
that the National Weather Ser­
vice issued coastal tidal flood­
ing advisories 10 times more in
the past 10 years than it did a
half­century ago. Researchers
haven't pinned down causes,
said Lee Linder, atmospheric
studies professor.
"There is no question the loss

of wetlands affects it, but we
don't know how much it influ­
ences it. The wetlands (act like)
a sponge," he said. "The more
you pave over an area, the worse
flooding becomes. Definitely in
the suburban areas, we've seen
much more of that."
As Leaphart noted during

the meeting, "We can't always

build or construct our way out
of these traffic jams."
The problem is impervious
surface ­ asphalt, concrete,
roofs or similar areas that don't
absorb rain. Study after study, as
well as common sense, has indi­
cated that the fewer places water
has to drain, the more it pools.
"Wetlands within and up­
stream of urban areas are
particularly valuable for flood
protection. The impervious
surface in urban areas greatly
increases the rate and volume
of runoff, thereby increasing
the risk of flood damage," the
North Carolina State University
water quality program said on
its website.
"In a developed watershed,

much more water arrives into
a stream much more quickly,
resulting in an increased like­
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lihood of more frequent and
more severe flooding," reported
the U.S. Geological Survey on
its website in August.
The fixes are expensive. Main

Road improvements to relieve
traffic congestion at the U.S.
17 intersection nearby have
been estimated to cost at least
$3.5 million. Residents want
an overpass that would raise at
least part of the flooding area.

That would cost an estimated
$50 million.
And the Lowcountry is rapidly

developing into an urban area.
A decade ago, a breakthrough
study at the federal Hollings
Marine Laboratory on Fort
Johnson indicated that 14 per­
cent of Charleston County's
land was covered by impervious
surface. The lower portions of
Dorchester and Berkeley Coun­

ty weren't that far behind.
No more recent study has been

done, but more than 60,00 peo­
ple have moved to the tri­county
area in the past five years, along
with a number of large "foot­
print" businesses.
A residential and commer­
cial development boom that
started in the 1990s slowed
with the 2008 Great Recession
but is back underway. In 2013,

that three­county area around
Charleston was the 12th­fast­
est­growing metropolitan area
in the nation, according to the
U.S. Census Bureau.
Berkeley and Dorchester

counties made a top­100 list of
fastest­growing U.S. counties.

Reach Bo Petersen at 937­
5744, @bopete on twitter or
Bo Petersen Reporting on
Facebook.

Federal flood disaster loans
Gov. Nikki Haley declared five coastal counties a disaster af­
ter damage from recent high­tide and rain related flooding,
including Charleston, Dorchester and Berkeley counties. The
federal Small Business Administration is making available low­
interest loans up to $200,000 to help with recovery. The filing
deadline is Nov. 9. To apply, go online to https//disasterloan.
sba.gov/ela; call 1­800­659­2955 or visit Fire Station No. 5, 6265
Dorchester Road, North Charleston; 9 a.m.­6 p.m. weekdays, 10
a.m.­2 p.m. Saturdays. Open until 4 p.m. Sept. 23.

Flooding increasing in Lowcountry
Coastal tidal flooding weather advisories issued by the Nation­
al Weather Service for the Charleston area:

2 245
1950­1959 2005­2014

­ Source: College of Charleston, courtesy Prof. Lee Linder.
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BRAD NETTLES/STAFF
Chris Alexander gives Melissa Kucin and her dog a boat ride from their flooded home at the end of Two Loch Place to high
ground. Shadowmoss Plantation was hit hard by flooding after a record rainfall last month.
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BRAD NETTLES/STAFF
A Charleston police officer blocks a lane of traffic on Bees Ferry Road last month as motorists make their way through a
flooded area in the other lane. Increasing development has caused more runoff, contributing to area flooding woes.
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Don't Drill
meeting
overf lows
Hundreds aim to
send Haley message
BY BO PETERSEN
bopete@postandcourier.com
MOUNT PLEASANT ­ A capac­

ity turnout of more than 200 people
packed a meeting hall for the inaugu­
ral Don't Drill Lowcountry gathering
Tuesday night. Dozens more waited
outside.
"We had to turn people away," or­

ganizer Sydney Cook said.

This is the fourth "spinoff" along
the coast of Stop Oil Drilling in the
Atlantic, a Pawleys Island­based
group. Each of them has started the
same way, said activist JeanMarie
Neal, with overflow crowds.
The grass­roots organization rep­

resents people who say they are frus­

trated that more isn't being done to
stop proposed oil and gas exploration
offshore ­ despite solid opposition
from coastal community govern­
ments, conservation and business
organizations.

Please see DRILLING, Page A8

Meeting overf lows
DRILLING, from A1

These aren't your standard
conservation advocates and
don't have standard member­
ships. Their participants include
a former oil­rig crew chief and
a former U.S. Department of
the Interior staffer who worked
with offshore oil and natural gas
operations. They include teach­
ers, Realtors, business owners,
engineers, attorneys and a for­
mer congressional staffer. They
number in the thousands.
What they want is for Gov.

Nikki Haley to listen, to do an
about­face from her current
position and request that South
Carolina be excluded from the
leasing area. The idea is to use
word­of­mouth influence, get­
ting people as individuals to pe­
tition her.
"If the governor says no, we are

out. That's why the focus is on
Governor Haley," Cook said.
Their work is cut out for them.

Haley worked largely behind
the scenes with industry lobby­
ists to urge federal officials in the

Obama administration to open
the Southeast coast to oil and
natural gas testing and drilling.
In January, the Interior De­

partment included the region in
its proposed areas for five­year
leases that would open the wa­
ters to exploration with repeated
blasts of seismic guns 50 miles
or more offshore. Meanwhile, a
bill now in the U.S. Senate would
give states the option to open up
their own waters to testing closer
to shore.
The issue cuts to the heart of

coastal life, where people appear
to largely support curbing explo­
ration to protect marine life and
a billion­dollar tourism econo­
my. Industry spokespeople have
argued that the work can be con­
ducted while ensuring the safety
of marine animals.
Since January, more than 40
community governments in
the Carolinas have come out
against the proposed drilling,
along with hundreds of busi­
nesses and business groups.
Haley hasn't budged. Asked

again Tuesday if the growing op­

position has her reconsidering,
Haley ­ who is in Europe on
an economic development trip
­ released a statement through
staff.
"Governor Haley appreciates

the concerns of those activists
­ offshore exploration should
be done in a way that protects,
and never compromises, our en­
vironment, our ports and tour­
ism industry," the release said.
"But as she has worked with

members of the congressional
delegation and the General As­
sembly on this critical economic
development issue, she's also
been clear: exploring offshore
for energy is critical to our fu­
ture because it means jobs, en­
ergy independence from other
countries and security for our
state."
State Sen. Chip Campsen, who

spoke at the meeting at Charles­
ton Harbor Resort, opposes the
leases because he believes the
onshore infrastructure demand
to drill for oil or natural gas off­
shore would be too much for the

coast to handle while protecting
its tourism economy. If approval
of the leases were pressed to vote
in the state Legislature, it would
be close, he said.
"It's pretty powerful that so
many coastal communities
have weighed in on the issue,"
Campsen said. But "to be hon­
est, I think the Legislature has
somewhat ignored it, because
(the state) doesn't have any ju­
risdiction in the matter."
The Don't Drill Lowcountry
campaign was launched by
three Sullivan's Island residents,
Sarah Church, Rita Langley and
Cook. They aren't strangers to
politics. Two of them are Town
Council members. But this sort
of campaign is bigger than any
of them has tried before.
Yet they had 1,400 follows on

social media within four days of
launching a Facebook page with
no promotion, Cook said.
"It has very quickly escalated

as we've gotten the word out.
People are coming out in great
strength," Church said.
"The problem is not getting
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supporters. It's that there aren't
enough of us to handle them,"
Cook said. "Not a single person
or group approached has said
no." The Stop Oil Drilling in the
Atlantic group has more than
1,500 "core" participants, Neal
said. Each person contacted is

asked to spread the word. The
startling thing for organizers
of each group has been just how
many people weren't aware of
plans to open the offshore areas.
"The sense is people are des­

perate for information. They
don't know what they can do

to help. They feel powerless.
It's almost a vacuum," Cook
said. That's what they want to
change.
"It's phenomenal," said James
Mulhern of Mount Pleasant
about the turnout at Tuesday's
meeting. "It's hard to work as an

individual, so it's good to see the
community coming together."

Reach Bo Petersen at 937­
5744, @bopete on twitter or
Bo Petersen Reporting on
Facebook.
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SC again
ranked 1st
in women
slain by men
SCdeathsmore thantwicethe nationalaverage
...................................................................................................................

Figuresare from 2013 with an increase of 7 deathsto 57
vs. 2012
...................................................................................................................

Nationally,94%ofwomen killedbysomeonetheyknew
...................................................................................................................

BY MEG KINNARD

Associated Press

South Carolinahas
againranked worstinthe
nationfor deadlyviolence
against women,according
toareport releasedTues­
day bythe ViolencePolicy
Center.
Rankingfirst among

statesfor women mur­
dered bymen,South Car­
olinahad arate of 2.32
women killedper
100,000 peoplein2013,

the latestyear for which
statistics areavailable.
That's morethantwice

the nationalaverageand
represents57 known
deaths, compared with50
a yearearlier, accordingto
the study.
South Carolinaranked

secondlast year and has
been inthereport's top10
annually for thelast 18

years. Thisis thefourth
time that thestate ranked
worst inthenation.
The study found that

nationwide,94 percentof
women murdered bymen
were killedbysomeone
they knew,and themost
commonweapon usedwas
a gun.
Domestic violence and

gun ownershipwere wide­
ly discussed thispast ses­

sionin theSouth Carolina
Legislature, whichulti­
mately approvedabill
aimed atstemming the
state's persistently high
rate. The billsigned into
law byGov.Nikki Haley
both increases penalties
and givesprosecutors
more optionsfor punish­

SEEVIOLENCE,7A

FROMPAGE3A

VIOLENCE
ment.
Charges will nowbe

based onacombination
of theseverityof the
abuse andthe numberof
offensesandcircum­
stances surrounding the
crime. The lawalso bans
somebatterers from
having guns. Inastate­
ment,Kristen Randof
the ViolencePolicyCen­
tercommended states,
includingSouth Carolina,

for tacklingthe issuebut
saidmore improvement
is clearlyneeded.
"Yet inthe faceof

these alarming statistics,
moreneeds tobedone at
the federal andstate
levels toprotectwomen
fromabuse andprevent
future tragedies,"Rand
said.
Haley'stask force,

which hasbeen meeting
all yearondomestic

violence,issued dozens
of recommendationslast
month, includingtraining
more911 operators, im­
proving documentation
of thecrime scene and
increasing thenumber of
sheltersstatewide.
Other recommenda­

tions includemaking
paperwork for victims
easier tofillout andmore
uniformand increasing
the availabilityof emer­

gency shelters.
The report comes just

ahead ofDomestic Vio­
lence AwarenessMonth
inOctober.
The study uses the

latestdata available from
the FBI for crimesin­
volvingone male killing
onefemale.
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Givelocalgovernments thepower
tochangemonuments,senatorsays

BY CASSIECOPE

ccope@thestate.com

StateSen.Darrell Jack­
sonplans topre­file legis­
lation toallow localgov­
ernments,school districts
andcolleges torename or
changehistorical monu­
mentsintheir jurisdic­
tion.
The Richland County

Democrat alsowants S.C.
Attorney GeneralAlan
Wilson, aRepublican,to
issuean opinionon the
constitutionality ofpart of
the HeritageAct. That
partrequires a two­thirds
voteof theLegislature to
alter specific monuments
andmemorials orrename
streets.
"There arepeople who

feelstrongly that the
constitutionality ofthat
legislation is veryques­
tionable,"Jackson said.
Republican Gov.Nikki

Haley urged lawmakersto

removethe Confederate
flagfrom theState House
grounds afterthe racially
motivatedslaying ofnine
African­Americans in
June, includingstateSen.
Clementa Pinckney.The
House andSenatevoted
tofurl the flaginJuly.
Now,some wantother

monuments removed,
includingaStateHouse
statue ofwhite suprema­
cist "Pitchfork"BenTill­
man, aformer S.C. gover­
norand U.S. senatorwho
was amemberof apost­

Civil Warmilitia respon­
siblefor lynchingAfrican­
Americans. Otherswant
the Tillmannamere­
moved frombuildings at
Clemsonand Winthrop
universities.
If Jackson's proposal

becomes law,thecolleges
couldact withoutthe
Legislature's approval.
The Citadel alsocould
removeaConfederate
naval jack fromacampus
chapel.AGreenwoodwar
memorial that separates
slainsoldiers byracealso

couldbechanged at the
locallevel.
Jacksonwas oneof the

authorsof the Heritage
Act but nowis forrevisit­
ingthe law."We perhaps
wenttoo far,"Jackson
said.Forthe statetotell
localgovernments what
they candowith monu­
mentsis theequivalent of
the federal government
telling thestate whatto
do, headded.
However, GOPlaw­

makers, whocontrol the
Legislature,likely will
block Jackson's proposal.
StateSen.John Cour­

son, R­Richland,said he
andother SenateRepub­
licans wouldbe opposed
toreopening theHeritage
Act. "Idon't thinkone
cansanitize history,"
Coursonsaid."It is what
it is."
Inaddition,S.C. House

Speaker JayLucas,R­
Darlington,saidinAugust
the Housewill notconsid­
er changingor removing
othermonuments.

Reach Copeat
(803) 771­8657.

RenamingTillman Hall?
What: A march to "ReclaimOld Main,"in support of

renamingTillman HallatClemson University, willbeheld
Wednesday

When: 4p.m.

Where: The walkwill begin atthegatesof Memorial

Stadiumand continue toTillman Hall
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S.C. No. 1in
females
killed by
males
BY HARRISON CAHILL

hcahill@thestate.com
COLUMBIA

South Carolina has again
ranked worst in the nation
for deadly violence against
women, according to a
report released Tuesday by

the Violence Policy Center.
Ranking first among

states for women murdered
by men, South Carolina had
a rate of 2.32 women killed
per 100,000 people in

2013, the latest year for
which statistics are avail­
able.
That's more than twice

the national average and
represents 57 known deaths,

compared with 50 a year
earlier, according to the
study.
South Carolina ranked

SEEVIOLENCE, 12A
FROMPAGE3A

VIOLENCE
secondlastyearandhas
beeninthereport'stop10
annuallyforthelast18
years.Thisisthefourthtime
thatthestaterankedworst
inthenation.
Thestudyfoundthatna­

tionwide,94percentof
womenmurderedbymen
werekilledbysomeonethey
knew,andthemostcommon
weaponusedwasagun.
Domesticviolenceand

gunownershipwerewidely
discussedthispastsessionin
theSouthCarolinaLegisla­
ture,whichultimatelyap­
provedabillaimedatstem­
mingthestate'spersistently
highrate.Thebillsigned
intolawbyGov.NikkiHaley
bothincreasespenaltiesand
givesprosecutorsmoreop­
tionsforpunishment.
Chargeswillnowbebased

onacombinationofthe
severityoftheabuseandthe
numberofoffensesand

circumstancessurrounding
thecrime.Thelawalsobans
somebatterersfromhaving
guns.Inastatement,Kristen
RandoftheViolencePolicy
Centercommendedstates
includingSouthCarolinafor
tacklingtheissuebutsaid
moreimprovementisclearly
needed.
"Yetinthefaceofthese

alarmingstatistics,more
needstobedoneatthefed­
eralandstatelevelstopro­
tectwomenfromabuseand
preventfuturetragedies,"
Randsaid.
Haley'staskforce,which

hasbeenmeetingallyearon
domesticviolence,issued
dozensofrecommendations
lastmonth,includingtrain­
ingmore911operators,
improvingdocumentationof
thecrimesceneandin­
creasingthenumberofshel­
tersstatewide.
Otherrecommendations

includemakingpaperwork
forvictimseasiertofillout
andmoreuniformandin­
creasingtheavailabilityof
emergencyshelters.
Thereportcomesjust

aheadofDomesticViolence
AwarenessMonthinOcto­
ber.Thestudyusesthelatest
dataavailablefromtheFBI
forcrimesinvolvingone
malekillingonefemale.
Thestudyincludesother

informationregardingfe­
malevictimskilledindo­
mesticdisputesinSouth
Carolina,including:
A Age:Fivefemalehom­

icidevictimswerelessthan
18yearsoldandeightvic­
timswere65yearsofageor
older.Theaverageageof
femalevictimswas44.
A Race:Outof57female

homicidevictims,43were
white,21wereblack,one
wasAsianorPacificIslander
andonewasofunknown
race.

A Mostcommonweap­

ons:Forhomicidesinwhich
aweaponcouldbeidenti­
fied,60percentoffemale
victimswereshotandkilled
withguns.Ofthose,66
percentwerekilledbyhand­
guns.Sixfemaleswerekilled
byknivesorothercutting
instruments,twowerekilled
withabluntobjectandnine
werekilledbybodilyforce.
A Victim­offenderrela­

tionship:Forhomicidesin
whichthevictimtooffender
relationshipcouldbeidenti­
fied,96percentoffemale
victimswerekilledbysome­
onetheyknew.Twofemale
victimswerekilledby
strangers.
A Circumstance:For

homicidesinwhichthecir­
cumstancescouldbeidenti­
fied,83percentwerenot
relatedtothecommissionof
anyotherfelonysuchas
rapeorrobbery.
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Give locals power to
— I ^ ­ ­—M^ 1 jaw
I nE 11 nu meniS.
<ni i ... r r­senator sa s

by cassie cope
ccopemhestate.com

State Sen. Darrell Jackson
plans to pre­file legislation
te allow local governments,
school districts and colleges
to rename or change histor­
ical monuments in their
jurisdiction.
The Richland County

Democrat also wants S.C.
Attorney General Alan Wil­
son, a Republican, to issue
an opinion on the constitu­
tionality of part of the Heri­
tage Act. That part requires
a two­thirds vote of the
Legislature to alter specific
monuments and memorials
or rename streets.
"There are people who

feel strongly that the consti­
tutionality of that legislation
is very questionable," Jack­
son said.

Republican Gov. Nikki
Haley urged lawmakers to
remove the Confederate flag
from the State House
grounds after the racially
motivated slaying of nine
African­Americans in June,
including state Sen. Clem­
enta Pinckney. The House
and Senate voted to furl the
flag in July.
Now, some want other

monuments removed, in­
eluding a State House statue
of white supremacist "Pitch­
fork" Ben Tillman, a former

S.C. governor and U.S. sen­
ator who was a member of a
post­Civil War militia re­
sponsible for lynching Afri­
can­Americans. Others want
the Tillman name removed
from buildings at Clemson
and Winthrop universities.
If Jackson's proposal be­

comes law, the colleges
could act without the Legis­
lature's approval. The Cita­
del also could remove a
Confederate naval jack from
a campus chapel. A Green­
wood war memorial that

sssss
Jackson was one of the

authors 0fthe Heritage Act
but now is for revisiting the
law. "We perhaps went too8^^
state to tell local govern­
ments what they can do with
monuments is the equiv­
ajcnt 0f t(lc f'etiera] govern­
mcnt telling the state what
to do, he added.
However, GOP lawmak­

ers, who control the Legisla­
;"""ture, likely will block Jack­
son's proposal.
State Sen. John Courson,

R­Richland, said he and
other Senate Republicans
would be opposed to reo­
pening the Heritage Act. "I
don't think one can sanitize
history," Courson said. "It is
what it is."
In addition, S.C. House

Speaker Jay Lucas, R­Dar­
lington, said in August the
House will not consider
changing or removing other
monuments.

Reach Cope at (803)
771­8657.

Richland Democrat to prefile bill giving local governments,
colleges authority to change monuments, street names

Senator requests opinion from S.C. attorney general on
constitutionality of pari of Heritage Act

Richland Republican would oppose re­opening the law
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