
Chamber
wants
gas hike
for roads
NATHANIEL CARY
NCARY@GREENVILLENEWS.COM
The Greenville Chamber of Com­

merce laid out its advocacy plan for the
upcoming legislative session Friday,
and infrastructure is once again at the
top of the list.

The Chamber, as well as a coalition
of 10 more chambers of commerce,
supports increasing the gas tax by 10 to
12 cents to provide a recurring source
of income to fix the state's roads sys­
tem. The Upstate Chamber Coalition
also wants that gas tax hike to be tied to
inflation so it would automatically in­
crease without the General Assem­
bly's action in the future.
And with a much smaller budget

surplus forecast for the coming year,
the Legislature won't be able to take
the less­combative solution of dedicat­

ing surplus to roads like it did last ses­
sion, said members of the Greenville
County Legislative Delegation who
spoke at the annual Chamber break­
fast.

What legislators do expect is a rau­
cous beginning to the session, with pos­
turing for positions and power in reac­
tion to the expected departure of Gov.
Nikki Haley if she's confirmed as
President­elect Donald Trump's Am­
bassador to the United Nations, which
would thrust avid Trump­supporter Lt.
Gov. Henry McMaster into the gover­
nor's seat.

"There's going to be a lot of move­
ment in Columbia this year," said Rep.
Bruce Bannister, R­Greenville.
Sen. William Timmons, R­Green­

ville, four days into his initial organiza­

tional session in Columbia, already
made waves when he voted against
Sen. Hugh Leatherman's bid for re­
election to the president pro tempore
position, which Leatherman won by a
36­9 vote in the Senate last week. Tim­
mons on Friday said he expects if the
vote were anonymous, 22 senators
would have opposed Leatherman's re­
election since Leatherman has already
made it clear he won't fill the lieuten­
ant governor role, which ordinarily
would fall to the president pro tem.

"This is going to be fun," Timmons
told the crowd of Chamber members
Friday.
Once the legislature gets down to
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work in a session that will already be
shortened by three weeks, a renewed bite
at a comprehensive infrastructure fund­
ing bill is expected, legislators said.

Haley's departure may reopen the pos­
sibility of a gas tax increase, which legis­
lators have a general consensus should be
tapped as the revenue source, Bannister
said.
"With Henry (McMaster) coming in

and Gov. Haley leaving, I think every­
thing's back on the table," Bannister said.
"He hasn't really taken a position yet on
any details of what an infrastructure plan
would look like."

A governor who's engaged with all of
the options on the table would be a "re­
freshing start" for the House, Bannister
said.

Rep. Jason Elliott, R­Greenville, said
his first instinct would be to not raise the
gas tax "if we can at all find another solu­
tion." But, he said, "if there's another solu­
tion please let us know."

The chamber coalition said if the state
won't act on infrastructure funding, it
should allow municipalities the ability to
use referendums for residents to vote on
local sales taxes for capital projects.
City of Greenville elected officials

have said for years they would like to
have the ability to control a sales tax for
capital projects such as roads or sidewalk
improvements. When the countywide
penny sales tax referendum for roads
projects failed in 2014, the proposal
showed its greatest promise of passing in
the city's core.

The chamber also will advocate for tax

credits for Fortune 500 company head­
quarters and high­impact companies as
well as streamlining the business license
fee process. It will also lobby the Legisla­
ture to reauthorize an Angel Investor Tax
Credit program to promote funding for
start­ups.

The chamber's advocacy platform also
supports fully funding the state's educa­
tion system and continued workforce de­
velopment initiatives, as well finding a so­
lution to the state's public pension liabil­
ity.
Reps. Mike Burns, R­Travelers Rest,

and Chandra Dillard, D­Greenville, each
serve on the tax study committee, an ap­
pointed body that's looking at the state's
tax structure. Burns said he wants the
state to lower its income tax rate from
seven percent to five or six percent while
eliminating sales tax exemptions on items
like groceries, prescriptions and the $300
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sales tax cap on car sales, which Burns
called "madness."
Burns said the tax study committee

may advocate that the Ways and Means
Committee move to a two­year budget,
which would give the Legislature a year to
"figure out some of this madness."
Dillard said the committee wants to

broaden the tax base while remaining rev­
enue­neutral, but she said her biggest con­
cern is to make changes to the system cre­
ated by Act 388, which provided property
tax relief but Dillard said created a sys­
tem of winners and losers with local gov­
ernment and the public education system
on the losing end.
Rep. Garry Smith, R­Simpsonville,

said the Legislature also will be tasked
with finding funds to pay for Hurricane
Matthew recovery and also likely for
damage from the Simpsonville tornado,
which may not qualify for federal aid.
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SC farm chief talks
drought, McMaster
MIKE EADS
MICHAEL.EADS@INDEPENDENTMAIL.COM

The state's top farm offi­
cials popped into the Ander­
son County Farm Bureau of­
fices Friday to chat up local
farmers, speculate what a
future McMaster admini­
stration might look like and
tell them where they might
be able to find some hay.

Hugh Weathers admitted
that drought has hit the Up­
state hard this year, but add­
ed that conditions aren't any
better elsewhere across the
South.
"It's dry all the way

across the South, and it's
worse the farther West you
go," Weathers told a dozen
or so farmer at an informal
lunch meeting. "… But this
is about the lowest I've ever
seen these lakes up here."
Weathers didn't bring

rain along for Lake Hart­
well, which is down about 10
feet, or any of the farmers,
but he did refer them to the

state's hay exchange ­
https://agriculture.sc.gov/
market­bulletin/hay­
exchange/ ­ an online ef­
fort to link those who have
hay with those who need it.
There was also curiosity

about how Henry McMaster
might run South Carolina.
The lieutenant governor is
expected to ascend to the
state's top job if Gov. Nikki
Haley is confirmed as the
United States' Ambassador
to the United Nations.

The commissioner field­
ed a few complaints about
Haley's May veto of $40 mil­
lion in relief for farmers hit
by 2015's fall flooding across
the state. He didn't speak di­
rectly to accusations from
some of the attendees about
Haley politicking at farm­
ers' expense, but he did say
McMaster is a good listener.
"Henry McMaster will

have two years to establish
himself and I, personally,
think he'll do a good job,"
said Weathers.
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McMaster a sound
consensus conservative
Lt. Gov. Henry McMaster is

slated to become South Carolina
governor after Nikki Haley be­
comes Trump's U.S. Ambassador
to the United Nations.
He's a Columbia resident, and

he will be a sound consensus con­
servative that will head the South
Carolina government.
McMaster served South Caro­

lina well as U.S. Attorney when he
was appointed by Reagan back in
1981. He also served as S.C. Attor­
ney General from 2003 to 2011. He
was elected Lieutenant Governor
of South Carolina in 2018, and he
once was chairman of the South
Carolina Republican Party. Lt.
Gov. McMaster gave the nominat­

ing speech at the Republican Na­
tional Convention in Cleveland
that nominated Trump for presi­
dent.
The five points and items that

will be in the South Carolina Gen­
eral Assembly's agenda that
McMaster will have to consider
include schools, roads, the state
budget, state employees, and pen­
sion.
On roads, lawmakers want to

find a way to pay for much­need­
ed roads and bridges legislation.
The state wanted to raise South
Carolina's 16.75­cents­per­gallon
gas tax, one of the lowest of the na­
tion. Haley promised to veto the
tax hike until the General Assem­
bly passed a much larger tax cut.

Bill Ross from the S.C. Alliance
to Fix Our Roads thinks that
McMaster will get lawmakers to
come up with a better plan for our
roads once he becomes governor.
He said, "I think Henry's going to
be somebody who's going to be
about compromise and working
together to get solutions for our
problems."
I think Henry McMaster will

serve South Carolina well as our
governor.

He will work with South Caroli­
na lawmakers and our new presi­
dent to make a better Palmetto
state and a better America.
Steven Hawkins,
Greenville
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POLITICS

Theeducation of
Nikki Haley
BY AVERY G.WILKS,BRISTOW
MARCHANT AND CASSIECOPE
awilks@thestate.com,
bmarchant@thestate.com,
ccope@thestate.com

COLUMBIA
Before aS.C. governor

stepson aplanefor a for­
eigneconomicdevelopment
trip,heor she firstspends
weeks studyingathickbrief­
ingbook,prepared by the
stateDepartmentof Com­
merce.
Thereare dossierson

corporate officialsthegover­
norwill meet, plusarun­
down ofthe company's
history, itsrelationshipwith
the United StatesandSouth
Carolina,the jobsit could
bringand thespecificsof its
potentialinvestment inthe
PalmettoState.
Insome cases,the gover­

norgets atutorialonthe
country'ssocial norms:
Businessmen intheFar East
presenttheir businesscards
with twohandsand abow,
andit is an affrontinsome
culturesto stopdrinking
beforethe host.
"It'slike puttingtogether

abattle planfor the Super
Bowl," saidBobMcAlister, a
spokesmanandchief of staff

under late S.C.Gov.Carroll
Campbell."It isavery de­
tailed, time­consuming
effort toget agovernor
prepared foran economic
development tripoverseas."
Untilnow, those trips

haveservedasthe bulk of
S.C. Gov.NikkiHaley's
foreignpolicy experience:
eight visitstoseven coun­
tries,helping attractmore
than$13billion inoverseas
investment inthePalmetto
Statesince 2011,according
tothestate CommerceDe­
partment.
ThatmeansPresident­

electDonaldTrump'snomi­
nee forU.S. ambassador to
theUnited Nations haswork
todobeforeher Senate
confirmationhearing, ex­
pectedinJanuary.
Haley'soffice is tight­

lipped onhowshe isprepar­
ing.
The Republicanhas said

she wouldcontinue to serve
as S.C. governor untilher
confirmation, though she
has handedoff traditional

gubernatorialappearances –
at military briefingsand
groundbreakings ­to GOP
Lt. Gov.HenryMcMaster.
"In coordination with the

presidential transition team,
Gov.Haley has metwith
and spokento numerous
diplomatic andnational
security leaders,and shewill
continue to doso," Haley
spokeswoman Chaney
Adams said.
Former ambassadors from

South Carolinasay Haley
likely will spend at leastthe
next month studying upon
U.N. operations andin­
ternational relations,even
though sheis expectedto
coast toconfirmation.
"She's gettingaPh.D,"

saidU.S. Sen.Lindsey Gra­
ham, R­Seneca."They've
givenher alot ofinforma­
tion toabsorb."
It willtake time before

Haley is fully comfortableas
the face ofthe country ona
prominentworld stage,
somesay. But, most add,

shehas theskills necessary
for thenew role.

'DRINKING FROM A FIRE
HOSE'
Since hernomination,

Haley hasreached outto
DavidWilkins, aGreenville
attorneywho wasU.S. am­
bassadortoCanada under
former PresidentGeorgeW.
Bush,and spokenwith Gra­
ham.
Grahamsaidhe talkedto

Haley abouthisviews onthe
Middle East.Butneither he
norWilkins would go into
detailontheir discussions
with thegovernor.
"We've hadacouple of

conversationsaboutfollow­
ingyourinstincts, relying on
(yourstaff),"Wilkins said.
"There'snoway youcannot
feeloverwhelmed at first,
but it'llall come toyou."
Prospectiveambassadors,

typically,receivean intense
"crashcourse" fromU.S.
StateDepartmentofficials,

SEENIKKI HALEY ,6C
FROM PAGE1C

NIKKI HALEY
several formerambassadors
saidlast week.
Thatusually startswith a

two­week "ambassadors'
school" oneverything from
StateDepartmentjargon –
DCHstandsfor "deputy
chief ofmission,"for exam­

ple –tohow tohandlediffer­
entdocument classifica­
tions,speak with mediaand
run anembassy.
"It'slike drinkingfrom a

fire hosetostart with be­
causethere's so muchbeing
thrown atyou," Wilkins

said.
Afterthat follows another

weeklearning aboutthe
ambassador'sdestination
country,including itshisto­
ry,political climate,govern­
ment structureandkey
issuesthe ambassadorcould

face.
BobRoyall, formerS.C.

secretary ofCommerce and
the U.S.ambassador to
Tanzaniaunder George W.
Bush,remembers learning
the east Africancountry
recentlyhad converted to
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capitalism, itspresident was
Catholic,and that it wasone
of thelargest producers of
cashews inAfrica.He even
spent aweek startingto
learnSwahili,the country's
officiallanguage.
Haley'straining foram­

bassadortothe U.N. likely
will besomewhatdifferent.
Shewill live inNewYork

City's Waldorf AstoriaHo­
tel,not afaraway embassy,
andwill interact withnu­
merous countries,not just
one.
Philip Lader, aformer

Winthrop University presi­
dent andU.S. ambassador to
the United Kingdom's Court
of St.Jamesunder former
PresidentBill Clinton, ex­
pects Haley instead willgo
throughintensive briefings
with theState Department
ongeopolitics andU.N.
operations.
Shelikely will begiven

"stacksand stacks"ofbrief­
ingbooks tostudy ahead of
herSenate confirmation
hearing, Ladersaid.Typical­
ly,prospective appointees
also havea"mock hearing"
inwhich StateDepartment
staff quizzesthemahead of
the realthing beforesen­
ators, hesaid.
"It'saveryintense pro­

cessfor any individualbe­
causeit's abig worldout
there," Ladersaid."But she
hasdemonstrated an excel­
lentcapacity for learning."

'IT'S THE RELATIONSHIP
SKILLS'
Haley is notstartingtotal­

ly fromSquare 1.
Shehas someforeign

experiencefrom hereight
trips abroad,which S.C.
Commerce Department
officialscreditwith awave
ofnew investments inthe
state.
Germanmanufacturers

ContinentalTireand Mer­
cedes­Benz,Singapore­
basedtiremanufacturer
Giti, andSwedishautomak­
erVolvo haveopened new
plants inSouthCarolina
sinceHaley's inauguration.
BMW, ofGermany, and
Frenchtiremaker Michelin
haveexpandedtheir oper­
ationshere.
"NikkiHaley stood out

aboveallthe government
officialswedealt withas
oneofthe most impressive
I'vemet,"saidTim Rogers,
vicepresidentof finance at
ContinentalTirethe Amer­
icas."She's,byfar, the most
personable.She's ableto
relate topeopleinall sincer­
ity,not likeapolitician."
JuliantoDjajadi, Giti

NorthAmerica's executive
vicepresidentfor business
operations, saidhiscompa­
ny'sforeign executiveswere
at easedealing withthe
daughterof Indianimmi­
grantsbecausethey felt she
hasa"great understanding
andappreciation" forin­
ternationalactors.
"That'sgoing tobevery

important,"Djajadisaid.
"Because herparents are
immigrants andthe diversi­
ty ofthe United States, she
cansee thingsfrom many
differentperspectives. Inthe
internationalworld,having
that diversebackgroundcan
beabridge."
Since2011,nearly200

companiesfrom morethan
30countries havean­
nouncedeconomicdevel­
opmentprojectsin thePal­
metto State, S.C.Commerce
Secretary BobbyHitt said.
Haley'ssuccessinattract­

ingforeigninvestment
showsshe is cutout for the
U.N.job, former S.C. Gov.
DavidBeasley said.
Relatingtopeople from

differentbackgrounds and

views,andtraveling abroad
tonegotiatefor economic
development and"selling
yourstate" haveprepared
Haley,the Republicansaid.
"Themost powerful wea­

ponis not theknowledge of
theindividual walkinginto
theroom. It's therelation­
ship skills,"Beasley said.
"She hasthe personality,

shehasapowerfulsmile
that willwin hearts,"he
added. "Ahug,asmile,a
lovinghandshake andshe
willhave leaderseatingout
ofher hand."

'A QUICK STUDY'
Currentandformer S.C.

leadersanddiplomats have
littledoubt Haley cansuc­
ceed.
Virtually allsay shelearns

quickly, communicates
clearly andcan thinkonher
feet, thoughshemight be
overwhelmed at first.
"She is very qualified,"

saidWilkins, theformer
ambassador toCanada.
"She's aquick study. She's
smart. She's gotgood people
skills. She's a verygood
communicator. She's dealt
with officials.She's handled
crises. All those skills she
honed asagovernor are
very transferable."
Haley also hasreceived

nationalpraise asaunifier
for her handling ofthe re­
moval ofthe Confederate
flag fromthe S.C. State
House groundsafter the
2015 Charlestonmassacre
and herresponse totwo
natural disasters over the
past 14 months.
Haley's experiencelead­

ing thestate shouldtrans­
late toher new job, where
she willbe America'sface
and voicetothe U.N.'s193
member states, formerS.C.
Gov.Jim Hodges said.
"The experiencesyouget

as agovernor indealing
with all typesof different
people andan array of dif­
ferent problems,that experi­
ence is hardto match,"the
Democrat said."That'sa
more importantelement of
picking anyonefor ahigh­
level job.Have they been
exposed tomaking tough
decisions? Ifthey have,
that's probably alotmore
importantthan howmany
countries they'vebeen to."
Sen.Graham saidHaley's

demeanor isgreatfor a job
that's onepart diplomacy,
one partpoliticalnetworking
and onepartcharm.
"She can bevery char­

ming, but she's tough,"the
Republican said, addingthat
will help when herjobre­
quires being onthe defense,
such asstanding uptothe
body if it targetsIsrael.
Haley's Senateconfirma­

tion hearingis expectedto
be friendly.Senate Demo­
crats havebigger fishtofry
among Republican Trump's
cabinet nominees.But she
could facequestions on
substantive issues, including
past U.N.actions, the state
of the U.N.budget or press­
ing foreignpolicy matters,
Lader said.
Pastambassadors say

their best adviceis for Haley
toconsult her staffearly and
often.
"Your know­howcomes

from that staffand daily,
continuous briefingsshe will
be receivingabout activities
throughout theworld," said
Royall,the former ambassa­
dor toTanzania."Youwake
up everymorning with brief­
ings."
It wouldnot hurttoget

some sleep now,while she
still can, Ladersaid.
"She's not goingtoget as

much for the nextcouple of
years."
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KIMKIM FOSTER­TOBIN kkfoster@thestate.com

Gov. Nikki Haleygets atour ofthe productionline of
Continental by Nikolai Setzer, anexecutive boardmember.
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Haley's UN
qualifications?
Bringing foreign

jobsto SC
WhileNikki Haleymight nothave an obvious
background in diplomacy, the S.C. governor has

plentyofoverseas experience.
6YEARS, 7COUNTIES, 8TRIPS
Inhersix years inthe Governor's Mansion,Haley hastraveledto

sevencountriesoneightseparate occasionsto promote the state and
attract new business,according to the S.C. CommerceDepartment.
Haley's tripsspan theglobe,fromCanada to Indiato Japan.She's

been to Europeseveraltimes, includingthreevisitsto German auto­
makersfrom2011to 2015.

$13BILLIONINVESTED, 30,000 JOBS
Thosetripsresultedin foreignmanufacturersopening manu­

facturingplants inthe PalmettoState,includingGerman­based
Continental inSumter County,Singapore­based Gitiin ChesterCoun­
ty,Swedish­basedVolvoinBerkeleyCounty,and German­based
Mercedesin CharlestonCounty.German­basedBMW andFrench­
basedMichelinalso expandedtheiralreadyexisting S.C. operations.
Inall,overseasinvestment under theHaley Administration has

addedupto morethan$13billion and30,000 jobs, said state Com­
merceSecretary BobbyHitt."Since2011, nearly200 companiesfrom
more than30 countrieshave announcedeconomicdevelopment
projectsinSouth Carolina."

PERSONALTOUCH,
INTERNATIONAL REPUTATION
Thoseforeign companiesthathave madethemove to South

Carolinasay thedecisionwasdue, innosmall part,to Haley's active
involvement.
"NikkiHaleystoodout above allthe governmentofficials we dealt

withasone ofthe most impressive,"said TimRogers,vice president
offinance atContinental Tirethe Americas. "She's,by far, themost
personable.She's able to relateto people inallsincerity, not likea
politician."
Italso helped thatSouth Carolinahasdeveloped a reputation as

beingastate forinternational manufacturers to locate.
"If youlookatthe Upstate,especially,there arecompaniesthere

fromFrance, Germany, Italy," Rogers said."SouthCarolinaisknownas
aplaceto invest internationally."

DAUGHTEROFIMMIGRANTS
UNDERSTANDS DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES
GitiTire hadasimilarexperience when itsofficialsvisitedSouth

Carolina, said Julianto Djajadi, GitiNorthAmerica's executive VP for
businessoperations.
Djajadisaid Giti'sforeign executives were ateasedealing with

Haley, the daughter of Indianimmigrants.Theyfelt shehad a
"greater understandingand appreciation"for internationalactors.
"Becauseherparentsare immigrants and thediversity of the

UnitedStates, shecan seethingsfrommany different perspectives."
­BRISTOWMARCHANT
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KIM KIM FOSTER­TOBIN kkfoster@thestate.com

Gov. NikkiHaley getsatourof theproductionline by
Nikolai Setzer,Executive BoardMember ofContinental AG
duringthe grand opening of Continental'sSumterplant.

TIM DOMINICK tdominick@thestate.com

VolvoCEOLex Kerssemakersand Gov. Haley ceremonially
signthe agreement forthe automakerto buildit'splant in
Berkeley Countylast year.
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Haley's internationalresume
Gov.Nikki Haley's internationaltrips asgovernor ofSouth
Carolina:

2011: Parisairshow, BMW's 2014: Canada trademission

MunichHQ
2014: India trademission

2012: London airshow
2015: Sweden, Volvo plant

2012: Tokyo trade mission negotiations

2013: Frankfurt,Germany, 2015: Frankfurt auto show,

auto show Sweden trademission

SOURCE:S.C. Department ofCommerce
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5issues awaiting Haley at theUN
A look atfiveissues S.C. Gov. Nikki Haleywill faceif sheis confirmedasthe U.S. ambassador to theUnitedNations.
1. THEIRAN DEAL
UnderPresidentBarack

Obama,the U.S. andfive other
nations–Britain,China, France,
Germanyand Russia –reached
adeal withIranto dismantle its
nucleararms program in
exchangefor sanctionsrelief.
Donald Trump assailed the

deal onthecampaigntrail,
promisinghe wouldnegotiate
atougher onewith Iran.
Asambassador,Haley will

play arole inPresident Trump's
Iranpolicy, since somesanc­
tions were imposed by theU.N.
Security Council.
"The U.N. will play abigrole

inmonitoringthe Irannuclear
deal,"said Bob Cox,director of
theWalkerInstitute of In­
ternational and AreaStudies at
theUniversity ofSouth Car­
olina. "Theambassador to the
U.N. isgoingto be avery
importantperson inexplaining
whatthe UnitedStates'posi­
tionis."
2. REFUGEES
WhentheObamaadminis­

trationannouncedplansto
admit10,000Syrianrefugees
intotheU.S.in2016,Haley
askedtheStateDepartmentto
considernotsendinganyto
SouthCarolina.DonaldTrump
calledfora"totalandcomplete
shutdownofMuslimsentering
theUnitedStatesuntilour
country'srepresentativescan
figureoutwhatisgoingon."
AsU.N. ambassador,Haley

will be part of anorganization

responsible forabout 65
million refugeesworldwide.
"The United Nations'job is

providing support to people
who aredisplacedby conflict,"
USC'sCox said."Many ofthese
missionsrequireU.S. support …
That's one areawhereIthink
she isgoingto run upagainst
domestic U.S. issues. She's
likely to feelsome pressure."

3. THE WAR IN
SYRIA
Many of thoserefugees

are fleeinga5­year­old civil
warin Syria. Theconflict –
among thedictatorship of
BasharAssad, anti­Assad
rebels andIslamic State,or
ISIS – presentsone of the
biggest headachesHaley
will faceattheU.N.
"The humanitariancrisis,

particularlyin thecityof
Aleppo, isalmost
unprecedented,"Cox said.
Haley alsowill have to

navigatechoppy waters
with Russia, whichsupports
Assad'sregime.

4. RUSSIA'S
'FROZEN'
CONFLICTS
Haley will betaskedwith

workingwithRussia's U.N.
representatives evenasthe
UnitedStatesconsidershowto
deal with Russianactivities in
Syriaand elsewhere.
The U.S. imposed sanctions

onRussiafor its2015annexa­
tion ofCrimea fromthe

Ukraine.Russiaalso isinvolved
in disputesover theterritories
of Abkhazia andSouthOssetia,
seizedin a2008 warwith the
Republicof Georgia,aU.S. ally.
"Theseare areasit's been in
Russia's interest to maintain
chaos,"Cox said.
Russian­backedhackersalso

are thought to have launched
cyberattackson U.S. targets
thisyear.

5. REPRESENTINGDONALD
TRUMP
Being aU.S. ambassadorisachallengeunder

anycircumstances.Being Trump's ambassador
could pose uniquechallenges.
Haley mightfind herselfinundatedwithcoun­

tries comingto herwith"diplomaticslights."
Forexample,Cox said,"We learned...the

president­elect tookaphonecallfromthepresi­
dent of Taiwan.It caused abitof astir within the
diplomatic community."
Infuturephonecalls,"leadersin Beijingwill talk

to the U.S. ambassadorinBeijing,theChinese
ambassadorin Washingtonwill talk to the State
Department,andtheChinese ambassador to the
U.N. will contactNikki Haley," Cox said
Trump's unpredictabilitycould makerespon­

ding to anyfuture slights anuncomfortable task.
"Tothe extent that she might becaughtunawares
and might not have timeto prep, itcould bea
special challenge,"Cox said.
U.S. Rep. Mark Sanford, theCharlestonRepub­

lican whooncewasHaley's mentor, hashis own
suggestion for handlingtheU.N. role.
"I wouldsuggest shebeverycarefulof falling

into thenationalisttrapTrumpseemed to be
setting onthe campaigntrail,"he said."At theend
of the day, we'reonly5percentof the world's
population. We have advancedby engaging with
the rest ofthe world."

­AVERY WILKS
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State leaders must address burgeoning financial sinkhole
Thanks for the recent column

about what South
Carolina's refusal
to comply with
the federal Real
ID anti­terrorism

law is going to
cost average citi­
zens ("No
passport? No

military ID? You could soon be
grounded," Dec. 4).
I soon won't be able to go into

any federal building, since I only
have a S.C. driver's license, and
no money for a passport. Thank
goodness I can get by without
flying ever again.
I had forgotten about this

particular bit of foolhardiness on

the part of former Gov. Mark
Sanford and the Legislature.
Geez. So now we have this in
addition to:

1) a pension system deficit of
more than $20 billion.
2) a still­incomplete computer

system for child support that is
behind by almost 30 years.
3) no real response to the Su­

preme Court order in the school
funding lawsuit to help under­
funded school districts.

4) no responsibility required of
people who own property with
dams they cannot afford to safe­
ly maintain, leaving far too many
other people at risk of losing all
they have from repeats of the
floods of 2015 and Hurricane

Matthew in 2016.
5) a nightmare road/bridge/

traffic problem that is dangerous
and costly to citizens (car repairs,
new tires, etc.) and a projected
$30 billion price tag to repair and
expand the roads to meet our
expected population growth.
It's going to take a lot more

than Volvo, Boeing and the other
businesses that Gov. Nikki Haley
brought into South Carolina to
generate anywhere near the
money needed to bring our state
out of the financial sinkhole that

is coming at us.
The Legislature and governor

need to do something.
­ Clint Stevens

Camden
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The education
of NikkiHaley
BY AVERYG.WILKS,BRISTOW MARCHANTAND CASSIECOPE
awilks@thestate.com,bmarchant@thestate.com, ccope@thestate.com
Before aS.C. governor stepson a

planefor a foreigneconomicdevel­
opment trip,heor shefirstspends
weeks studyingathickbriefing book,
prepared bythe stateDepartmentof
Commerce.
Thereare dossierson corporateoffi­

cialsthe governor willmeet, plus a
rundown ofthe company'shistory, its
relationshipwith the United Statesand
SouthCarolina,the jobs it couldbring
andthe specificsof itspotentialin­

vestmentinthe PalmettoState.
Insomecases, thegovernor getsa

tutorialonthecountry's socialnorms:
Businessmeninthe Far Eastpresent
theirbusiness cards withtwo hands
andabow, and it isan affront insome
culturestostop drinkingbefore the
host.
"It'slikeputting together abattle

planfor theSuper Bowl," saidBob
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HALEY
McAlister, aspokesman
andchief of staffunder
late S.C. Gov.Carroll
Campbell."It is avery
detailed,time­consuming
effort toget a governor
prepared for an economic
development trip over­
seas."
Until now,those trips

haveservedas the bulkof
S.C. Gov.Nikki Haley's
foreignpolicy experience:
eight visitstoseven coun­
tries, helpingattractmore
than$13 billioninover­
seas investmentin the
PalmettoState since2011,
accordingtothe state
Commerce Department.
Thatmeans President­

electDonald Trump's
nomineefor U.S. ambas­
sadorto theUnited Na­
tions haswork todobe­
fore herSenate confirma­
tion hearing,expected in

January.

Haley'soffice is tight­
lipped onhow sheis pre­
paring.
The Republican hassaid

shewould continue to
serve asS.C. governor
until herconfirmation,
thoughshe hashanded off
traditional gubernatorial
appearances–at military
briefingsand
groundbreakings ­to
GOP Lt.Gov.Henry
McMaster.
"In coordination with

the presidentialtransition
team, Gov.Haley hasmet
with andspoken tonu­
merous diplomaticand
nationalsecurityleaders,
andshe will continue to
doso,"Haleyspokeswo­
man Chaney Adamssaid.
Former ambassadors

fromSouth Carolinasay
Haley likely willspend at

least the nextmonth
studying uponU.N. oper­
ations andinternational
relations,even though she
is expectedtocoast to
confirmation.
"She's

gettinga
Ph.D,"said
U.S. Sen.
Lindsey
Graham,
R­Seneca.
"They've
givenher a
lotof in­
formationto absorb."
Itwill take timebefore

Haley is fully comfortable
as theface of thecountry
onaprominentworld
stage, somesay. But,most
add, shehas theskills
necessary for thenew role.

'DRINKING FROM A
FIREHOSE'

Since hernomination,
Haley hasreached outto
DavidWilkins, aGreen­
ville attorneywhowas
U.S. ambassadorto Cana­
da under former President
GeorgeW. Bush,and
spokenwith Graham.
Grahamsaidhetalked

toHaley abouthisviews
onthe Middle East.But
neitherhenor Wilkins
wouldgo into detailon
their discussionswith the
governor.
"We've had acouple of

conversationsaboutfol­
lowing yourinstincts,
relying on(yourstaff),"
Wilkins said."There'sno
way youcannot feelover­
whelmedat first, but it'll
all cometo you."
Prospective ambassa­

dors,typically, receivean
intense "crash course"
fromU.S. StateDepart­
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ment officials, several
former ambassadorssaid
last week.
Thatusually startswith

Graham
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Haley gains national reputation as a healer­in­chief
BYSEANNAADCOX
Associated Press

Gov. Nikki Haley has developed
a national reputation as a racial
conciliator who led the charge
to bring down the Confederate
flag at the Statehouse and guided
South Carolina through one of its
darkest moments, the massacre
at a black church.
Now the 44­year­old Ameri­

can­born daughter oflndian im­
migrants is about to take her role
as the state's healer­in­chief to a
world stage, as U.N. ambassador.
On Wednesday, Haley became

the first woman and first minor­
ity chosen by President­elect
Donald Trump for his Cabinet.
If the Senate confirms her, she

could find herself in the awkward

position of being the interna­
tional voice for an administra­
tion that has belittled the United
Nations, promised to build a wall
along the Mexican border and
endeared itself to the alt­right
movement, even though Trump

has repudiated such groups.
Haley may have offered a

glimpse last week of how she will
approach the job.
"Faith with action and kind­

ness and love will always take
us where we want to go," the Re­
publican governor said at Eman­
uel AME Church in Charleston,
where a white man gunned down
nine black parishioners in lune
2015.

Haley drew wide praise for her
leadership after the attack, as she
conveyed the state's grief and suc­
cessfully led calls to bring down
the Confederate flag that had
flown on the Statehouse grounds
for 54 years. The shootings were
motivated by "pure hate," she said
then, and will "forever change
the way I live my life."
Last week, churches across the

state honored Haley's request for
prayer vigils amid the nearly si­
multaneous murder trials of the
defendant in the church massa­

cre and a white former police of­
ficer accused of fatally shooting
a black motorist in the back.
Her handling of the racially

charged events bolstered her
national image, said longtime
GOP operative Richard Quinn.
"It became a national example
of how you can deal with racial
issues peacefully," he said.
Other crises Haley has grap­
pled with over the past two
years include historic flooding
in 2015, an elementary school
shooting last September, Hur­
ricane Matthew last month and
wildfires that continue to rage in
the state's northwestern corner.
"The one constant is when
things we didn't understand
happened, the action was people
stood hand in hand and loved
each other. They didn't look for
someone to blame, or hate. They
looked for someone to love and
lift people up," she said, in call­
ing for the same approach as the

trials and the disaster recovery
play out,
Born Nimrata Nikki Rand­

hawa in rural Bamberg, Haley
was raised a Sikh. She says she
converted to Christianity before
marrying her husband, Michael,
in 1996. They have two children,
ages 18 and 15.
Haley has recalled that as a

youngster, she and her sister were
disqualified from the segregated
Little Miss Bamberg Pageant be­
cause organizers couldn't figure
out if the girls should compete
in the white or the black contest.
She confronted religious slurs

over he i­ Sikh roots during her
2010 campaign.
The second­term governor,
who can't seek a third term,
was a Trump critic during the
White House campaign. She
asked Americans to resist "the
siren call of the angriest voices"
in how the nation treats immi­

grants.

FILE/RICHARD SHIRO/AP/

Gov. Nikki Haley, with hus­
band Michael in Columbia,
is President­elect Donald
Trump's choice as U.S. am­
bassador to the United Na­
tions.
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